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Number 644  July/August 2022 

THE BIG JUBILEE! 
Blewbury’s Big Jubilee Celebration turned 
out to be just that – big! Despite dodgy 
weather at dawn, the rain cleared by 9 am 
and it turned out to be a really great 
afternoon, with so much to see and do and 
everything played out in a very relaxed and 
very friendly atmosphere. There was 
something for everybody and all ages: 
games, stories, activities, face painting, 
glitter tattoos, hair braiding, bingo, 
children’s races, have a go at short tennis, 
croquet games, make-a-crown craft stall, 
lucky dip and lots more. Just like the good 
old days of Blewbury when there always seemed to be some reason to get together, this was a great joining 
together of the School and the Village to create a truly memorable occasion. For a full report, see page 9.  
THANKS FROM THE BLEWBURY AMAZONS 
The Blewbury Amazons all girls football club would like to thank the local community for welcoming us to 
Blewbury.  We’ve had a fantastic first year with over 100 girls playing each week made up of nine teams of which five 
made it to the finals day including three wins - a lot to be proud of. 

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
Great progress but there is still more to do about traffic speeding in our community. We understand that 
Blewbury Parish Council (BPC) has applied for a 20 mph speed limit within the internal roads in the village 

to be effective from September 2022. Great news for pedestrians, cyclists horse riders, in fact all road users. 
Over the 100 sessions that we have completed, we have created evidence to support the Village Plan 2016, which 
identified the crossings on Bessels Way to Blewburton Hill, and the London Road to Tickers Folly Field and the Play 
area as being ‘hot spots’ requiring traffic calming measures.   
Meetings are being held by BPC and Highways to come up with some suggestions that we can implement in the future. 
We still need to collate statistics so if you can spare an hour or two, once a month please join the group. To find out 
how to do this, please see page 17. 
BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY 
The latest draw of the Blewbury Pre-School Lottery happened on Thursday 2nd June. The winning lottery numbers 
were: 1st - 066; 2nd - 065; 3rd - 062. 91 lottery numbers were entered, which means that £227 has been shared 
(50%/30%/20%) as prize money and £227 has been raised for Blewbury Pre-School. Thank you to all our members. 
Membership spaces are still available. To be a part of the next draw in July, download and fill out a form - also available 
from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk. For more Pre-School news, see page 15. 
WATCH OUT, THERE’S A THIEF ABOUT 
Two different people have recently had valuables stolen from their cars when parked at the clubhouse and 
cemetery. If anyone has found/finds any money or a pink wallet, please get in touch with me or the police. It would 
seem that a thief, or opportunist, might be working in the area, so don’t leave any valuables visible in your car.  
Evi Holroyd, Blewbury Village Hall & Clubhouse Administrator blewburyvillagehall.adm@gmail.com 
BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE 
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press 
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared. 

Photo: Jo Reeder 
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BLEWBURY VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
The main refurbishment project work and snagging is complete, but we are now looking 
to progress more of the original plans by improving storage facilities, providing additional 

furniture and putting in bike parking facilities, if remaining funds allow. 
Welcome back, there’s room for more! 
It is great to see the Hall being used again for so many different activities following closures for refurbishment and Covid 
restrictions. Depending on the time of the year the Hall is regularly used for art, badminton, bingo (Autumn Leaves), 
bridge, dance classes, fitness classes, meetings and talks (WI, Sustainable Blewbury and others), parties (adult and 
children) pickleball, Pilates, quizzes, repair café, table tennis, theatrical and musical performances and workshops, 
Sunday market, yoga, Zumba.  
Despite all of that activity the Hall is still available for hire for quite a bit of time and the management committee would 
love to see the facility used even more. The refurbished Hall is now a great venue for all sorts of activities throughout 
the week – daytime and evenings. We welcome enquiries from anyone wanting to book either an individual event (such 
as a party or wedding reception) or a regular event in either the main hall or the Vale Room. We now have excellent 
projection and other IT facilities with the capacity to show live television, films and other audio-visual materials. With 
our civil wedding licence in place we can now host civil wedding ceremonies as well as wedding receptions and other 
celebrations. ***Note that the Village Hall Car Park will be closed to the general public on Saturday 16th July as the whole 
facility is booked for a wedding.*** 
Help us move to the next level 
Moving forward, the Village Hall needs an injection of new ideas to ensure that the facility continues to meet the 
requirements of the community. We need volunteers to help with the management and development of the Hall at 
various levels from trustee and user group representatives to providers of the specialist knowledge and skills necessary 
to maintain and promote a multi-use community facility.  
Contact us 
If you would like to be involved in the future development of the Village Hall, or if you would like to know more about 
any of the activities at the Hall, please contact us initially on the general enquiries email, or phone number below. For 
bookings please use the bookings email, or go straight into the on-line booking system and make your booking request 
via the on-line diary link on the Village Hall page of the Blewbury website http://blewbury.co.uk/venues/village-hall/. 
General enquiries -  blewburyvillagehall.adm@gmail.com, or tel 07398 919992. 
Bookings - blewburyvillagehall.bookings@gmail.com   Blewbury Village Hall Management Committee 
 

The Take That Experience are returning to Blewbury on Saturday September 24th. All 
profits to the Tony Loy Trust. 

To join the mailing list for priority ticketing etc please email 
tonyloytrust@gmail.com 

STYLE ACRE TEA ROOM SUMMER FETE  
Saturday 30th July, 11am - 3pm 
Bring your family and friends for a fun-packed day at the fabulous Style Acre Tea Room! Enjoy music, good food, 
games, prizes and cream teams whilst helping us raise money for the people that we support. 

Next There will be two Food Bank Collections in July and August.  The  next dates are 
SATURDAY 2nd JULY -   MONDAY 11th JULY &  

SATURDAY 29th JULY – MONDAY 8th AUGUST. 
The boxes will be outside the Charity School House (opposite the Church)  during these dates. 

Please do not leave any donations if the boxes are not there. 
Even in this area, there is a lot of serious hardship and all donations are hugely appreciated. 
If you can give even one item of dried goods, tins, UHT milk, toiletries or household cleaning items, soap and 
toiletries, pet food or items for babies – everything is accepted with sincere thanks.   

 BUT PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT FOOD ITEMS ARE WITHIN THEIR SELL BY DATE 
There is always a Food Bank donations box at the Post Office 

A reminder that you can make a cash donation on line which the Food Bank can use to purchase additional goods 
locally when required. Just go to https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.co.uk/donate/ and select “Foodbank”. 

Thank you for your continued support.  St Michael’s Church Action Group and Didcot Food Bank. 
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UNITED CHARITIES OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF BLEWBURY 

£ £    Financial Support Applications Invited  £ £     
Are you struggling to pay for your energy or the weekly shop?  

Are you worried about additional costs during the school holidays and being able to afford clothing and 
equipment for the new school year? 

If so, please read on.. 
United Charities are a local charity that supports people living in Blewbury, Aston Upthorpe and Upton and we 

have funding to provide ‘one off’ payments to people who could benefit from some financial help.      
If you, or someone you know, are struggling financially then please consider applying. We welcome applications 

from anyone, whatever their situation. 
There is a short application form which has to be completed which can either be picked up from the Post Office or 
requested by email to unitedcharities@outlook.com. Help can be provided to complete the form if necessary and 

all applications will be dealt with confidentially. 
UNITED CHARITIES OF THE ANCIENT PARISH OF BLEWBURY Registered Charity No: 203538 

BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 
Blewbury Beer Festival update 
Thanks to your hard work drinking all the beer (plus plenty of cider, gin and wine!) at the 
Blewbury Beer Festival, the BVS is delighted to be able to make a donation of £1,680 to 
Blewbury Pre-school. 
Summer Dance – Saturday 25th June from 7 pm 
By the time you receive this Bulletin, the Summer Dance in the stunning gardens of Ashbrook House will be 
imminent: we hope to see you there to dance along to The Sombreros, who will entertain us with classic dance 
tunes from the Stones to the Scissor Sisters. And don’t forget the added excitement of the Auction of Promises in 
support of ReST, the Blewbury refugee Resettlement Support Team.  

Tickets are £12. If you haven’t got yours yet, you can buy on the gate, from the post office, from 
the website https://square.link/u/dIt7Osot or simply by scanning this QR code. Bring your own 
picnics and drinks. All profits go to local causes.  
Save the date – Fireworks night Saturday 5th November  
The BVS Fireworks night will be back this year, so put the date in your diary. Look out for more 
details in the September Bulletin. 

BVS committee 
The BVS committee is a team of volunteers who help to run events for the village, and we are always grateful to 
hear your ideas and for any offers of help! You don’t have to join the committee (although we would welcome new 
members!): there are always plenty of ways to support the BVS and your community. If you have an event that you 
would like to make happen, or if you would just like to support one of our regular calendar events, we’d love to 
hear from you – our email is blewburybvs@gmail.com.  
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POST OFFICE NEWS 
Not a lot of news in Post Office land, but we have been invited to the south of France for a couple of weeks during 
August and Maggie may or may not be able cover this, so there may be some closures for a few days. I’ll keep you 
informed via the village ‘Stop Press’ email service and on our Facebook page, and of course, the poster on the door!  
Andrew is now ‘flying solo’ so please be patient with him, there’s such a lot to learn.  
Have a wonderful summer break, even if you just sit in your garden!  Love Karen, Maggie & Andrew  
BELL RINGING NEWS FROM BLEWBURY TOWER  
The Platinum Jubilee Weekend was certainly one of celebrations 
enjoyed by so many. Thank you to Dick and Andrew for putting the 
bunting up and to Ellen and Mandy who did such a beautiful Bell 
Ringers flower arrangement for the flower festival in the church.  
Our quarter peal rung on the Friday evening was successful. It was 
the same Grandsire Triples of 1260 changes that was rung to 
celebrate the Queen’s Coronation in 1953, on that occasion there 
was one lady ringer whereas on Friday 3rd there were four which is 
definitely good news. There was also ringing before the Service of 
Thanksgiving on the Sunday evening bringing the bell ringing 
celebrations to a close. 
Organised bell ringing events are once again happening and there 
was a striking competition held at North Moreton on June 18th with a quarter peal at Blewbury as a thank you to 
the judges of the competition. We hope that you have enjoyed hearing the bells.  
BLEWBURY CROQUET CLUB 
... would like to thank everyone who visited us at the Jubilee weekend. All the funds raised have now been donated 
to the school's PTA. Our "Toequet" game proved quite popular with budding footballers. And congratulations to 
William Elsmore-Wickens and Ralph Smith, who shared highest score in our target-shooting competition: both win 
a free, personalised "Introduction to Croquet" on our lawns.   
If you'd like a go at Croquet, we're now running 1-hour open sessions most Monday evenings at 7pm. It would be 
great to get more villagers involved in our club. We can provide all equipment; we just ask you to wear flat 
shoes/trainers. Please get in touch if you're interested.  David Long, Club Secretary (07484 360169). 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE FROM THE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION OF WILLIAM MALTHUS (MALTHUS TRUST) 
Once again, we welcome grant applications from Blewbury residents under the age of 25 who are attending 
universities and further education colleges, or taking up apprenticeships. Application forms will be available from 
the Post Office from MONDAY AUGUST 1st and will include instructions on how and when to complete them. 
The Malthus Trust exists for the benefit of young people resident in Blewbury. Trustees are directed to apply surplus 
income as follows: 
1. In awarding grants for further education at schools, universities, colleges and educational institutions. 
2. In providing financial assistance with reasonable expenses, instruments, books etc as part of an educational course. 
3. In helping applicants prepare for (or enter) a profession, trade or occupation on leaving school, university or other 

educational establishment. 
4. In assisting individuals with fees, or by covering travel, subsistence or maintenance costs connected with training. 
The grants are awarded at a meeting of trustees held in early September. 
Completed applications must be returned to the Post Office ON OR BEFORE CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON WEDNESDAY 
AUGUST 31st. Applications received after the above date will be considered by trustees at their March meeting, 
when grants are often lower because the financial requirements for the rest of the year are unknown. 

THE FRANCES FRY SCHOLARSHIP 
Assistance is also available, at the discretion of trustees, to provide science-related scholarships to assist applicants 
to further their scientific studies. 
BLEWSHED NEWS 

Events 
June's Jubilee celebrations included BlewShed contributing to the floral themed display 
in St Michael's church, featuring a selection of common verge, meadow and hedgerow 
flowers found in Blewbury, arranged in wooden vases made from wood grown in 
Blewbury during the reign of Queen Elizabeth ll, and turned by BlewShed members.  
BlewShed also appeared with at Blewbury School's Jubilee festival with demonstrations 
of Tiffany glass making, nesting box camera traps and woodcarving by members Mike 
Magnay, Robert Keyes and Mike Wrottesley. The latter was made possible by the 
donation of a woodcarving clamp from new member Pete Annells.    
Meetings 
Members attending our monthly club meeting on Wednesday 8th June, saw an excellent 

demonstration by member Simon Edwards on how to do tungsten inert gas (TIG) and aluminium welding. Our 
monthly club meetings are for members and outside experts to share their special expertise. Please let us know if 
you have any suggestions for topics, demonstrations or hands-on practice you would like to see, or expertise you 
wish to share. Non-members are very welcome to come and share their expertise and, if anyone would like to 
present their own specialist subject please let us know. The next meeting on Wednesday 13th July will be on types 
of wood and their uses. Members and non-members are encouraged to bring along their own unidentified pieces 
for discussion. 
New Projects 
The bench for the recreation ground is still in the planning stage and, when this is complete and approved, the 
weather-resistant eucalyptus wood is already set aside for work to begin.  
Opening times and membership 
Regular Shed opening times are Tuesday and Saturday afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm. 
New members are always welcome, and at £24 a year BlewShed is excellent value. 
Meetings are on the second Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Shed (opposite the tennis club) and 
everyone is welcome, whether or not you are a member. We look forward to seeing you. 

Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/ 
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

On the recent Village Platinum Jubilee Day it was great to welcome people to our displays showing 
the various ways in which the village has celebrated previous Coronations and Jubilees. The winner 
of our quiz was Sarah Salter. Another project we have been working on recently was to  research 
the Gossiping Gaffers painting by T.F.M. Sheard. Mugs and cards about this picture are now on sale 
at the Post Office. Our next meeting will be on 12 July at 8pm in the History Room behind 
Robinsons. If you are interested in coming to one of our meetings please contact Mary Gaines 
(01235 850728 or m-gaines@outlook.com) for more information. We are a very friendly group and 
are very pleased to welcome new members. 
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BIG JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS  
The Blewbury Buzz started when the bunting was put up on the Church and flags were flying in 
various places signalling the start of something good. Then scarecrows started to pop up round 
the village. And then the Blewbury celebrations began. The Flower Festival was set up in St 
Michael’s and there were more than 30 displays. Some large and some smaller but all very 
cleverly depicted the theme of the Society they represented and the Jubilee. It was good to see 
so many people in and out of the Church all weekend.  
The Boules competition was played on the Saturday in the sunshine! The Cup winners were Sue 

Gunawardena and Ginny Ifould and the Plate winners were Jill Ingoldby and Jim Cheshire – well done! It was enjoyed by 
all who took part and the spectators. Unfortunately, the weather turned really wet during the early hours of Sunday 
morning but it had dried up enough by 9am to encourage us to set up at the School. When we arrived, there were lots 
of parents dressing up the drive with red, white and blue balloons and decorations. Chairs and tables were set up and 
the stall holders arrived. At noon, Jo Reeder, the Head, welcomed everybody and we were ready to GO! Sheila Austin’s 
team worked like mad to keep up with the queue for the pig roast which was delicious and the Brass Band played while 
we ate. It was then time to look round the many stalls or join in one of the activities or just settle at a table with a glass 
of something from the Bar or a coffee from Donna and perhaps an ice cream or a cake from Chloe and chat and catch up 
with friends and family. It seemed that after the last two years, everybody had set out to enjoy the afternoon and 
thankfully it did stay dry.  
The children were well occupied with football, archery, tennis, croquet games, have a go at ‘blowing your own trumpet’ 
organised by the Brass Band, catch a trout, the WI Lucky dip, make a crown, have a glitter tattoo or just running round. 
The History Group did a wonderful display of past Jubilees which brought back many memories of events through the 
last 70 years; the new Blewbury Wildlife Trust had a stall; Blewshed demonstrated Tiffany glass making and wood carving. 
Style Acre held a raffle and sold cakes; the ReST group were selling cream teas; and there was an amazing Plant Stall 
which rivalled Chelsea.  
It was just like the good old days of Blewbury when there always seemed to be some reason to get together. The 
Blewbury Wagon was there as a great highlight and it was lovely to be able to see it in all its true beauty. The Wagon 
became the stage and a very appropriate place from which Ian made announcements and various people and groups 
played music to keep us all entertained. There was so much to see and do and it was all played out in a very relaxed and 
very friendly atmosphere.  
Rupert Bear (who celebrates his 100th birthday this year - hope the Queen sends him a card) presented the Scarecrow 
Cup prizes to the winners: Adult section was won by Tracey Avis for her Royal Music Society, Group by the WI for their 
Queen Bee and Saskia Goyder won the Children’s section with her ‘Royal Connection’ All the scarecrows were excellent 
and gave the Judges a very hard job deciding the winners. The finale of the afternoon was the Tug Of War – the teams 
were cheered on loudly by the onlookers and the highlight is always the children against the Dads and the concentration 
and determination on the children’s faces is wonderful and a sign of their dedication and our hope for the future!  
Our Jubilee Celebrations concluded with a Special Choral Evensong - in St Michael’s Church. A Service of Thanksgiving for 
the Queen’s long and devoted reign and the Church was full.  
Our thanks go to everybody who contributed their time and efforts to make the day so special. It would take another 
page of the Bulletin to name everybody, but thanks in particular to Jo Reeder, the Head, for letting us hold the event at 
Blewbury School and the many members of staff: it was a great joining together of the School and the Village to make it 
a truly memorable occasion. Finally, of course, thanks to all of you who came and made it such a wonderful day. We do 
hope that you enjoyed it. Pat Mattimore, Emily Lomas and all the PTA 
FROM OUR SOUTH AFRICAN CORRESPONDENT 
With all the turmoil around Europe at the moment, you might be asking how less wealthy countries in the world 
are faring.  In South Africa, we’re still dealing with the ever-present scourge of electricity rationing (soon to feature 
in the UK, apparently) which is called ‘load shedding’ here.  Last year, the first thing everyone asked even before 
their morning coffee was: ‘when’s load shedding today?’ Now since covid, load shedding apps are all the rage: now 
we spend our time planning our working and social lives around when Eskom, the state power/no power utility, 
deigns to turn the lights on.  
Socially and politically, the pandemic has, predictably, affected the poor the most. It’s highlighted (as if it was 
necessary) just how much hunger there is in the country, so three estates in northern Joburg this week decided to 
fill over 3000 jars with non-perishable soup ingredients and distribute them in the south of the city.  That along 
with the amazing work of charities like SA’s own Gift of the Givers have spread so much hope around the country. 
It’s also joy to see civic society back in action: the brightly coloured Muizenberg beach huts, one of the most iconic 
images of Cape Town, are finally getting a long overdue rebuild.  The film industry has rebounded already with Idris 
Elba’s new film ‘Beast’ well into its South African shooting schedule.  And, best of all, it’s RAINING, which means 
the dams (reservoirs) will be nice and full for the summer! Philip Rendel 
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 News from St. Michael’s 

Rector - The Revd Jason St. John Nicolle 
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 

 

You can contact the clergy & staff on: - 
 

Revd Jason 01235 850267  office@churnchurches.co.uk 
Revd Louise 07837 009730 revlouiseb@aol.com 
 

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday 
from 9.00-2.30 pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email 
office@churnchurches.co.uk 

 

Bookings for Weddings and Baptisms may be made by contacting the office via email or on the 
office number. 

 

Details of in-person services at St Michael’s for July and August 
We are delighted to offer an in-person service at St Michael’s every Sunday at 10.30am 

 

JULY 

 Sunday 3rd   The 3rd Sunday after Trinity 
- Thomas the Apostle 

 8.00am Holy Communion 
   

 10.30am Village Service 
   

 Sunday 10th    The 4th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Parish Eucharist 
   

Tuesday 12 th  10.00am Holy Communion 
  

 Sunday 17th   The 5th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Taizé Service 
   

Thursday 21st    10.00am  MU Holy Communion 
  

 Sunday 24th   The 6th Sunday after Trinity 

 10.30am Mattins 
   

Tuesday 26th     10.00am Holy Communion 
   

 Sunday 31st    The 7th Sunday after Trinity 

 10.30am All-Age Service 

AUGUST 

 Sunday 7th    The 8th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion 
   

 10.30am Café Church 
   

Tuesday 9th  10.00am Holy Communion 

 
  

 Sunday 14th    The 9th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Parish Eucharist 
   

Thursday 18th     10.00am  MU Holy Communion 
 

 

 Sunday 21st    The 10th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Village Service 
   

Tuesday 23rd     10.00am Holy Communion 
  

 Sunday 28th    The 11th Sunday after Trinity 

 10.30am Village Service 
   

Even though we will have a service in church every week, we will also continue to have an 

online service at 10.30am every Sunday and online Compline at 8pm during weekdays. 
The links and codes for these are published in the Churn which is uploaded onto the website 

https://www.churnchurches.co.uk/resources/ and are also distributed by (bcc) email every Friday. 

The Churn Mothers’ Union 

Annual Teddy Bears Picnic 
3 August at 12noon 

in the garden of Penny Brassell, Lynchets, Bessels Way, Blewbury. 
Please bring a rug/chair and a picnic plus teddy bear. We welcome all children and any mums, dads, friends, 

grandparents and carers. Soft drinks and ice-creams will be provided. 

 Café Church  
Sunday 7th August, 10.30 – 11.30 

Come along to try a different kind of church at St Michael’s Blewbury, where there will 
be free coffee and croissant being served in a calm relaxed atmosphere. We will share some 

opportunities to meet and talk to new friends, ask questions, share some music, readings and think, talk and 

pray together about the current state of the world. 

The Drop-In Coffee Morning 

Every Wednesday 10.30am to 12noon, Benefice Centre Blewbury 
All welcome to drop in for coffee & a chat.  Run by the Churn Branch of the Mother’s Union 
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We were delighted to have so many entries for our Flower Festival in St Michael's, 

Blewbury, to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. There were lots of original designs and interpretations 
and the Church looked quite spectacular with the altar rail being a special feature. We were pleased that so 
many clubs and societies were represented and to see a huge number of people coming to look round the 
Church and the displays. On Saturday afternoon, the ReST group provided scones, jam and cream and we 
served cream teas to about 80 people. Thanks to everybody who made an arrangement and helped 
St Michael's to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. On Sunday evening, St Michael's was full for 
the Special Service of Thanksgiving for the Queen's long and devoted reign.                    - Pat Mattimore 
The Gift of Holidays 
 

As I am writing this, I’m thinking of holidays. I was chatting with 
someone this morning, and I asked them whether they had any 
holiday plans for the Summer. They replied that they were looking 
forward to a few days in a caravan on the Gower peninsula. There 
was a fine beach nearby, and it was clear that it was ideal spot 
for their family holiday. In case you are wondering whether I am 
working for the Welsh Tourist Board, there are of course so many 
other wonderful places to go on holiday, in this country and 
abroad. (Although having said this, I must admit I do enjoy visiting Wales!) 
 

It does us a world of good to get away. We all need some rest and a change of scene.  
 

However, I am well aware that it is not always possible for people to get away. Some people are struggling to 
get by on a very limited income, and there’s simply nothing left over to pay for a holiday. Sometimes the 
requirements of work make it difficult to get away. And sometimes,  people are faced with significant caring 
responsibilities, and these make it hard to go away. It might be technically possible for them to arrange a 
holiday but it can be so complicated that at the end of the day the hassle and stress simply is n’t worth it. 
I wonder we might be able to give someone  the gift of a holiday? We might be able to help someone to get 
away, who simply might not otherwise have the opportunity to do so. The gift of a holiday can be something 
on a very small scale - for example, inviting someone to come with us on a day out.  It can be a wonderful 
opportunity to get to know someone better, and it’s so much more fun visiting somewhere as part of a small 
group. And if you’ve travelling by car, it doesn’t add much to the cost. 
 

As human beings, we are not created to live solitary existences. We need each other- for friendship, for 
support, and for fun as well. There is much loneliness in our society, and holidays can be an excellent 
opportunity to connect and re-connect with one other. 
 

I wonder who we might take with us on our next holiday? Or our next day out? 

- Father Jason 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals held at St Michael’s 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 Baptisms 
26 June Harmony Diane Keisha Campbell 
26 June Digby William Allen-Wright 

 
 

Wedding  

 25 June Philippa Cochrane & Julian Ellis 
 

 

Thanksgiving service 
 21 May Joyce Osborn                 May she rest in peace and rise in glory 

TEAS IN CHURCH 

 

Teas in Church are back! We will be able to offer teas in St Michael’s Church this summer from 
3pm - 5pm starting on Sunday 12th June until 18th September. Tea/coffee and cake £3. 
Squash and biscuits for children 50p. Everyone welcome to this lovely village tradition! 
 

Food Bank Collection: 2 July - 11 July  and 29 July - 8 August 
 

We are all aware that families are increasingly struggling. St. Michael’s Action Group regularly 
collect items for the Didcot Food Bank. Drop off at the Old School House between the dates 

above or at the Post Office anytime. Please support the food bank if you can. Many thanks. 
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Blewbury Garden Market – Saturday mornings, 9.15 to 11.15, Blewbury filling station 
Every Saturday morning to late September. (Our 13th year!) 
Now that things are more normal, and we’ve had a bit of much-needed rain, we should have more plants, produce 
and flowers from village gardens, as well as preserves, baked goods and very local honey. Bring things to sell 
between 9.00 am and 9.15. Set your own prices; you get 90% (we keep 10% to cover our expenses). Baked goods 
(home-made bread, pastries and cakes) especially welcome. If you have questions, email us at info@sustainable-
blewbury.org.uk or phone Eric at 07935 232296. 
If you would like to help run our stall (typically once every few weeks) please contact us at info@sustainable-
blewbury.org.uk or phone me (number above); it’s fun! 
Repair Cafes 

Our fourth Repair Cafe on 12 June was another success. Plenty of successful 
repairs as well as tool sharpening.  
We also had a new, very skilful repairer: Maryna is one of the Ukrainian 
refugees living with families in Blewbury, and she is a trained seamstress. 
She wants to make use of her skills while she is in Blewbury, and says: “She 
offers to make alterations and do repairs. Contact her on 07429 998 941 for 
more information.” 
Our NEXT Repair Cafe is on Sunday 18 September, 2 – 4 pm in the Village 
Hall. More information in the September Bulletin. 

David Johnston MP’s Wantage and Didcot 2022 Climate Summit, 27 June 9.00am to 1.30pm via Zoom 
Our MP will be hosting his second Wantage and Didcot Climate Summit, including a keynote talk by COP26 President 
Alok Sharma. Mr. Johnston’s first Climate Summit included some excellent, informative and interesting talks. You 
can register to ‘attend’ this, at: david-johnston.org.uk/wantage-and-didcot-2022-climate-summit. 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE 
   FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TEL NO. 

Wood/glass cold frame. Approx 1.5m x 60cm. Toughened glass, 
sloping lid 

Gill Edwards 
gilliedwards8@gmail.com 07711 904612 

1. John Lewis roller blind kit in beige/cream. Can be cut to any size 
but max is 177cm wide and 183 drop.  

2. Armchair. Large wing style. In need of stripping to the frame and 
total reupholstery.  

3. Pair of iron garden baskets on stands. They resemble a hanging 
basket on a stalk. 

Melanie Longhurst 
melanie_longhurst@hotmail.com 07867 500031 

WANTED: A Ukrainian guest staying with Miriam Jacobs would love 
to have the loan of an overlock sewing machine, so she can finish 
her sewing repairs optimally. 

Miriam Jacobs 
miriamnjacobs@gmail.com 07780 234366 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 
Getting involved in Sustainable Blewbury can contribute to the village and its environment. To participate, or to 

receive our free bi-monthly Newsletter, email us at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone 850372. 
DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 
D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall. 
Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining. On 19 July there 
will be a talk entitled From Page to Stage by Jennifer Cowling, and on 16 August Wilts and 

Bucks Canals...continued by Martin Buckland. For further details please email secretary@didcotu3a.org or 
chairman@didcotu3a.org or visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot. 
BRIDGE CLUB 
Many thanks to Pat Mattimore who provided a very nice flower display for the Club at the Jubilee Weekend Flower 
Festival in the Church - a lovely Rose, and the four Queens displayed (five as there was also a photograph of our 
Monarch!). By the time you read this I hope that all members will have received an email inviting them, and partners 
(bridge or non-bridge!), to an alfresco drinks and canape afternoon at the Chairman's house on Sunday 10th July. 
If you have not please contact the Chairman, and also for any further information. Offers of help will also be very 
welcome – please email michael.allen47@btinternet.com or telephone 851870.   Michael Allen 
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BLEWBURY WI NEWS 
Hello All. It’s  “Summertime, and the living is easy” (Gershwin) or, perhaps not! But in these troubled days we 
hope that at the WI you will find much to distract and enjoy.  
Friday 1st July   Craft Evening  7-9pm at Karen’s  Contact Karen on 01235 850219 
Monday 4th July MahJong and following Mondays at 2.30pm. Check with Sharon (850412) for venue details. 
Wednesday 6th July  Lyn’s Walk  meeting at 9.30am at the Village Hall Car Park. 

Bring coffee money (in case!) Contact Lyn on 850795 for further information. Note: There will be no walk in August.. 
Wednesday 6th July  Scrabble  2.30pm at Eli’s house. Contact Judy on 01235 850381 for further details and information 
as to the August venue. 
Tuesday 12th July   Visit to Wallingford  10.30 am in Wallingford. We hope you have signed up for the guided walk 
around Wallingford Castle led by Judy Dewey which Bobby has arranged. After lunch at the Wallingford Tearoom we will 
visit the museum to view (amongst many interesting exhibits and displays) an impressive model of the castle recently 
installed. The total cost for guided tour and museum entry is £10, plus the price of your own lunch. Further information 
from Bobby  on 01491 833767 
Thursday 14th July   Coffee Morning    10.30am at Styleacre   If possible contact Trish (01235 850997) at least 2 days in 
advance. If this is not possible you are still very welcome but a place at the pre-booked table is not guaranteed. 
Wednesday 27th July    MAIN MONTHLY MEETING  7.30pm in the Vale Room 
Richard Anderson will talk on Kensal Green Cemetery, giving us a seated guided tour, with fascinating tales (some 
shocking), of our ancestors, the occupants of the catacombs. Bring money to get your OFWI Raffle tickets (£1 per 
ticket, fantastic prizes) from Carolyn, and remember to sign up for the Wallingford Summer Lunch.  
Wednesday 3rd August    Summer Lunch at the Old Post Office. Wallingford (note: not Abingdon as previously stated) 
Sharon (850412) is arranging this and will ask for your menu choices in due course (the menu is currently available online 
but further information to follow) Please sign up at the next meeting and indicate if you will require or can offer lifts. 
Thursday 12th August    Coffee Morning   10.30 at Styleacre  As usual, if possible please contact Trish (01235 850997) at 
least 2 days in advance.       
Wednesday 24th August   Summer Party      4pm to 6pm at the Melland Room. Further details to follow. 
For further details on WI activities or Membership please contact me, Jill Allen on 01235 851870 or our Secretary, Joy 
Boness, on 01235 850543. 

QUIZ & CURRY NIGHT SUCCESS FOR BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL 
Blewbury Pre-School held its Quiz & Curry Night fundraising event at the village hall on Saturday 21st 
May. Just over 80 people enjoyed a delicious curry, a bar and a quiz with questions from the past 50 
years; it included a memorable music round, prepared by the teachers, where you had to guess the 
theme tune from popular children’s programmes over the past five decades. There was also a raffle 

with 26 prizes, which was drawn on the night. It was a fun-filled evening, the perfect way to celebrate over 50 years 
of the Pre-School while raising around £2000. 
The event couldn’t have happened without the support of many people: the teachers - Mrs Edwards, Mrs Phillips 
and Mrs Cheswick - Sheila Austin and her team from Creative Catering, the Pre-School Committee, headed by 
Philippa Weeden and ably supported by fellow committee members Shannon Whiting, Chris Smith, Tiff Sherrington-
Hall and Phil Weeden. A huge thanks also to the organisations and individuals who donated prizes for the raffle. 
And finally, our appreciation for the additional help we received from Karen Symons, Emily Lomas, Emma Smith, 
Vics Fraser, Jonathan Fraser, Miffy Laugharne, Ella Keats, Andy Whiting, Ben Morgan, and the team at Blewbury 
Post Office. It was a huge team effort but was well worth it, and the Pre-School can count itself very fortunate to 
enjoy the support from the village. We’re so grateful to all those who came to the 2022 Quiz & Curry Night. 
BLEWBURY SCHOOL NEWS 
It was a joy to see so many people from the community come together for the Jubilee event here in school. It was 
a pleasure to be able to open up our school again to celebrate such an important event. In true British style, we did 
not let the weather deter us! Here is what Saskia in Year 6 said about the event: 
“The Jubilee afternoon was a wonderful way for the whole village and beyond to celebrate. There were all kinds of 
stalls filling the field and playground, including glitter tattoos, archery, croquet, plants, refreshments, and paintings.  
All in all, the afternoon was fun, exciting and a perfect way for family and friends to congratulate the Queen on her 
amazing achievement whilst enjoying themselves too.” 
I would like to again thank Pat Mattimore, the PTA and everyone involved, in organising such a joyous day. I feel 
the school is very much at the heart of this community and I am proud to be part of it. 
We have a few pupil spaces in our Reception class for September - please do call the office on 01235 850411 if you 
would like to book a tour. Miss Reeder – Headteacher 
[Editor’s note: Thanks to Jo Reeder for the photos that accompanied this article – we’ve used one on the front page.] 
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NATURE NOTES 
In this column I have previously talked about the wonderful Brown Trout that we have in our venerable village, 
swimming in the clear waters of the Mill Brook. But the Trout is not the only fish in our waters. The most frequent 
fish we have by far is the humble Three-spined Stickleback. It maybe Britain’s smallest freshwater fish but it has a 
fascinating breeding behaviour.  
Sticklebacks are small, rarely exceeding 3 inches in length and are often considerably smaller. Their name derives 
from the spines on their back. These they can erect as a defence mechanism to prevent ingestion by predators. 
They have two further pelvic spines that also help in this matter. Originally it was a marine fish that has evolved to 
live in freshwaters. In fact, some populations still spend the winter out to sea, returning to our streams to breed in 
the spring. And it is this breeding behaviour that has been most studied. 
During the spring a lurid transformation of the male Stickleback begins. His eyes turn a vivid blue, silver scales 
appear across his back and most striking of all his throat and belly turn a bright red. The hunt for a territory begins. 
The males compete for the best spot, tenaciously fighting, mouths at full gape. When a good spot has been found 
the male sets about the construction of his nest. He will use what ever material he has at hand sticking it all together 
with a glue, produced in his kidney, called ‘spiggin’. 
He then tries to attract a female and the two will indulge in a strict, ritualized, courtship. The bright male will dance 
backwards and forwards in a zig-zag motion. He then darts back towards to nest. If the female is impressed enough 
by the display she will follow, swimming through the nest and depositing her eggs. The male swiftly follows to 
fertilise them. The female Stickleback will then leave. Unusually in the natural world the male stays, using his fins 
to oxygenate the eggs and will then (once hatched after around 10 days) look after the brood, both protecting them 
and feeding them for several weeks. This process is repeated throughout the summer and takes an enormous toll 
on the male who is often so exhausted that he dies. The ultimate parental sacrifice.   Glen Meadows 
LETTER FROM DAVID JOHNSTON MP 
I’ve just launched a campaign to help young people at local state schools get work experience at the great 
employers we have in the constituency. This was part of what I used to do when I ran charities because most work 
experience goes to the relatives of existing employees or clients, meaning young people without connections 
struggle to get it. It’s vital to get, because it gives you first understanding of the world of work, teaching you what 
to wear, how to interact with people, how an organisation fits together and giving you something you can put on 
your CV – as well as your first connections. It has almost disappeared in the pandemic, so I’m leaning on employers 
at Harwell and Milton Park, in particular. If your organisation can help, wherever it is, do please get in touch. 
On two consecutive days we had debates that allowed me to raise some of the constituent issues I am most often 
contacted about. First, we had the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, which contains the Government’s planning 
reforms. I am very pleased the Government has listened to those of who raised objections to the zonal system that 
was being suggested. It is also going to put more weight on local plans and not require a five-year land supply if 
your local plan is up to date – welcome news for us.  
The planning process will be fully digitalised, and I asked again for hybrid meetings to be permitted (as well as 
measures to ensure the digitally excluded can still participate). I banged the drum again for my campaign for new 
houses to be built to the latest environmental standard, not the one when they got planning permission, which is 
often several years earlier. I also stressed there is still an issue with housing targets. South and Vale have typically 
exceeded their targets, but we continue to have an issue with the city of Oxford demanding the highest number of 
houses then hardly building any of them, meaning the burden falls on the rest of the county. 
And, of course, I raised lack of infrastructure, which I did again the following day in a debate about Ofwat. The 
Government has just set new priorities for Ofwat, and I used a debate on these to talk about the sewage releases 
in Oxfordshire waters, the poor water infrastructure that often accompanies new homes and the objections to the 
reservoir proposal. You can find both speeches on my website/Facebook pages. 
I had a great four days of Platinum Jubilee celebrations including in Didcot, Faringdon, Wantage, Grove, West 
Hanney, Harwell and Wallingford. Along the way there was lots of food, plenty of games, Vikings, Morris dancers, 
animals and an impressive array of classic cars – well done to everyone involved. God save our wonderful Queen.  
As ever, if I can help with anything then do get in touch via david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk  
FREE AND FRIENDLY HELP FOR COMPUTER USERS every Tuesday morning from 10:00 to 12:00. We provide help 
remotely using telephone, Quick Assist, Facetime, Skype, Zoom, Teams, WhatsApp or whatever is best for you. 
Book a 30-minute appointment by emailing theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phoning 07780 958249. 
July’s Zoom online meeting will be 10:30 – 11:15 on Tuesday 19 July. What’s going to happen when passwords are 
no longer necessary? We’ll talk about the consequences of Apple, Google and Microsoft’s decision to phase out 
the use of passwords. Book your place at theastonsonline@gmail.com and see www.astonsonline.uk. 
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NO MORE A POLICEMAN by Jim Gooding 
I see a blue light and it moves me not at all. 
A group of youths shout out and I ignore their call. 
A Police car speeds by with flashing blue light. 
I quietly look away until it's out of sight. 
No more will I be called to sort out some fool's fight, 
Or give chase to speeders that I might sight. 
Or give breath tests in the dead of night 
To a driver sick with drink who insists the procedure is right. 
No more to awaken to an alarm set at five, 
Crawling out of bed, wondering am I still alive. 
Or out at 3 am in the dark cold of night, 
Waiting for some hapless soul to involve me in his plight. 
No more to a door in the quiet of the dawn 
With a warrant to disturb a defaulter's sojourn. 
No more listening to the lies of an insouciant thief 
Who insists his innocence as he cries his disbelief. 

FROM OUR CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT 
Worm composting, or vermicomposting to give it its proper name, is a useful addition to our recycling efforts, great 
for those people who don’t have a garden and fun for the kids. The worms are different from earthworms; the 
variety usually recommended is called brandlings or red wigglers (Eisenia fetida). 
Did you know that worms consume half their body weight in food every day? And they will process your fruit and 
vegetable peelings, eggshells, coffee grounds and tea bags and a little soft green garden waste. Don’t feed them 
meat, fish or dairy products and avoid grass clippings as it breaks down too quickly. And although worms can cope 
with animal faeces in a garden environment, it is not a good idea to add them to a small box. Other foods they are 
not keen on are citrus fruits, rhubarb leaves and onion skins, which tend to be too acidic. They will eat less when 
the weather gets colder, but during most months you can feed them 2-3 times a week or even more if the food is 
disappearing quickly! It is a good idea to rotate which part of the box you add food to, so you can keep track of how 
much they are consuming. 
Worms are relatively hassle free and can be kept in a large plastic box (20 x 30 cm) with holes drilled into it for 
drainage, on a tray in a garage, shed or on a balcony, but they do like a dark quiet secluded place with a temperature 
between 12 – 25C. If the ambient temperature drops below 4C, insulate your box or bring indoors or they might 
die (I killed mine when still in Blewbury). Alternatively you can buy ready-made wormeries, which vary in size and 
shape. Although they don’t have eyes, worms are very sensitive to light and will react immediately when you take 
the lid off. Their other essential needs are moisture and adequate bedding (crumpled paper, leaf mould, cardboard, 
egg boxes, toilet roll inners, etc.). Their skin needs to be kept moist in order to breathe, so everything you add 
should also be moist but not dripping wet. Cover the bedding with a piece of cardboard to keep the right humidity, 
and replace the lid. Any liquid that seeps out of the bottom can be diluted and used to feed your indoor plants, as 
it is rich in nutrients.  
After 3-6 months you will find that the food has all disappeared and the bedding too, at which point it is time to 
check how many worms you have - they will have been breeding in there! The eggs are tiny lemon-shaped cocoons, 
each containing about 8 baby worms; you can offload some to friends or an outdoor compost bin. Either set up a 
new bin and move the worms over, or empty the original bin onto a large plastic sheet, remove the composted 
material, refill the box and replace the worms. Kids love to help!  Angela Hoy (angelahoy23@gmail.com) 
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH UPDATE (continued from page 1) 
If you would like to join us, here’s what to do: 

1. Type https://www.communityspeedwatch.org into a web browser. 
2. Click on the [Register] tab. 
3. Then to the left, click on [Join Existing Group]. 
4. Choose [Thames Valley] from the pull down and click [Continue]. 
5. Choose [Oxfordshire] from the pull down and click [Continue]. 
6. Now choose [Didcot Blewbury Speedwatch Group] from the pull down menu and click [Continue]. 
7. Finally complete their details in the registration form and follow the emailed instructions. 

If you would like more information please contact Jill Ingoldby on jingoldby@btinternet.com, or come and talk to 
us when you see us in action. 

COFFEE & KIDS! 
Thursday 7th July: parents/grandparents/carers, 
we welcome you to the village baby and toddler 
group. We meet in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village 
Hall, from 9.30am to 11am.   
Come and make new friends and enjoy some 
refreshments. The little ones safely play and we 
finish with action songs and rhymes.  
A donation of up to £2 per family is appreciated. 
 
Wednesday 3rd August is our Teddy Bears' Picnic. 
We invite you to Penny Brassell's garden at 
Lynchets, Bessels Way at 12 noon that day. Bring 
your picnic; drinks and ice creams are provided. 
Older brothers and sisters are very welcome. 
Contact Louise on 07837 009730 if you have any 
queries. 
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BLEWBURY CLIMATE ACTION 
Improved Biodiversity 
It is disappointing for families that the Tickers Folly Play area is still closed for repair, but it cannot be 
helped. A suggestion: continue to walk past the Play Area, as far as the beautiful wild flower area just 
before the orchard. Then stop to listen to it! The flowers are well established and the insects 
appreciate them. And if you look as well as listen you will see many different types of bees and other 
insects pollinating the flowers. Flowers have evolved so that different shaped flowers attract different 
insects. Large bees like flowers with long stamens, moths prefer tubular flowers, and flat headed cluster flowers 
are attractive to smaller or solitary bees, and to butterflies. Children can be fascinated once they have noticed the 
differences. And have you noticed that farmers are starting to take advantage of the improved biodiversity that 
wild flowers provide to improve the pollination of their crops? If you drive down the road from the A417 to 
Moulsford you will see several metres of wildflowers along the edge of the field to the right. 
Reducing our Energy Use 
In the last Bulletin I promised suggestions of cheap or even free methods of reducing energy bills. I started off by 
thinking about how I use the house (I am usually the sole occupant).  
• I am going to check that all the thermostatic radiator valves do work and turn down the ones in the rarely used 

bedrooms.  
• I will NOT stand in the hall with the front door open talking to a visitor. Depending on who it is I either ask 

them in or move outside pulling the door to behind me 
• I will batch cook, put the food into boxes, LABEL, date and freeze the cooked food and reheat it in my 

microwave. Saves my effort as well as energy. 
• I will investigate the cost of thermal linings for the curtains in the rooms I use most and restick the 

ThermaWrap Radiator Foil behind my exterior wall radiators (£11.40 for4 m) 
• I have a huge L-shaped living room and realised that 90% of the time I am only using 1/3 of the room, so I will 

isolate the 1/3 I do use in winter by putting up a curtain rail across the L and hanging a thick lined curtain. The 
curtain should keep the heat in that part of the room and I can turn down the dining room end radiator. 

Jo Lakeland Email info@blewburyclimateaction.com 

BIDS, BEDS AND BIRYANIS 
Around 12,000 Afghan refugees, many families with young children, are still living in hotels 
around the UK having been hastily airlifted out of Kabul last August. Blewbury Resettlement 
Support Team (ReST) are a group of local residents who have come together under the 

Community Sponsorship Scheme to help a family that has been forced to flee their home country settle and become 
part of our community. The family will most likely be from Afghanistan or Syria and have already been recognised 
with refugee status and given the right to live in the UK, but are now waiting for a permanent and stable place to 
restart their lives. 
In early July ReST will be submitting our application to the Home Office to sponsor one such family. We have to 
committed to supporting them for one year and raise at least £9,000 funding. Thanks to the huge generosity of 
individuals and organisations in the village and beyond we are well on our way. To all those who picked up a plant 
or ate a cream tea at the Jubilee Celebration, and all the volunteers who planted, baked and sold – a big thank you. 
But we can’t stop there… 
Our Auction of Promises offers 15 exciting and eclectic lots to entice you at www.blewburyrest.co.uk: Holistic 
Therapy Sessions to G & Afternoon T in the garden, 30 minutes of celebratory bell-ringing to a week away in 
Cornwall and so much more. Email your bids before 18:00 on Saturday 25 June and don’t forget to check back on 
the website to see the current highest bid. For those going to the BVS Summer Dance (and if you’re not, why not?) 
there will also be an ‘live’ auctioneer finish with a final chance to bid. The highest bid in person or via email will win. 
Then, what better way to end the week than a Takeaway Curry? Make your way to the Red Lion on Friday 8 July 
to take home a tikka, or grab a beer with your bhuna and make an evening of it. 
And the next night why not sleep with a stranger? On Saturday 9 July we have a unique opportunity to join the Big 
Blewbury Sleep Out on the Playclose. All welcome – you just need a sleeping bag and sponsorship. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. For information and registration email dermotmathiasbpc@gmail.com. We hope you 
can come along, enjoy yourselves and support ReST, but we’re equally willing to take a donation on our JustGiving 
page www.justgiving.com/fundraising/blewburyresettlementsupportteam  Andy Jarvis 
ARCh – OXFORDSHIRE’S AWARD-WINNING READING CHARITY FOR CHILDREN  
ARCh volunteer reading helpers work one-to-one with selected children in a primary school, close to their home or 
workplace, providing personalised support to boost confidence and turn around negative attitudes to reading. ARCh 
sessions involve sharing books, games and conversation and are fun for both children and volunteers! 
If you would like to get involved as a reading helper or supporter please  email info@archoxfordshire.org.uk 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Notes of the Parish Council’s meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 8th June 2022, in the Melland Room.  
Present: Dermot Mathias (Chair), Camilla Burrow, Jane Gibson, Vaughan Humphries, Lydia Inglis, Lee Robinson and 
Mark Shayler. Also present Elizabeth Cooper (Clerk), County Councillor Sally Povolotsky and District Councillor 
Hayleigh Gascoigne. Apologies were received from Michael Penington, Mark Blythe and David Hollick (Lengthman). 
Jane Gibson has decided to step down from the Parish Council. She has been a long-serving and incredibly effective 
councillor, and we will miss her wealth of knowledge, energy and positivity – she has made an immeasurable 
contribution, and we would like to thank her for all her work as a councillor for the parish. Jane's departure leaves 
a space on the council – would you like to contribute to village life by being a councillor? We are a friendly and 
effective team who divide tasks according to our interests and skill set. Many of us fit this rewarding responsibility 
around busy working lives. If you are interested, the clerk can tell you more about what we do.  
The council apologises to all who use, or would like to use, the play space at Tickers Folly Field – this area remains 
out of use for the time being. Contractors were engaged to carry out remedial work, which unfortunately has not 
gone to plan. Further work is required, followed by a thorough inspection prior to the space being reopened. We 
are doing our best to make this happen for the summer holidays. However, contractors are very busy & lead times 
are long. Please bear with us & we will reopen the space as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience. 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
All Blewbury planning applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found 
in the ‘Parish’ section of the Blewbury website (www.blewbury.co.uk/parish/planning/), updated monthly. This also 
has links to the Vale’s planning site, with full details and plans for all applications. 
Responses to the District Council: 
P22/V0975/LB St Michael’s, Church Road  Replacing the plasterboard and skimming over. Insulation to be added 
to required depth of 170mm. Blewbury PC has no objection.  
P22/V1140/HH Fieldside, London Road  Replacement of glass roof over outside terrace at rear of house with spray 
painted white metal roof structure. Blewbury PC has no objection.  
Decisions from the District Council: 
P21/V1626/FUL  Ridgeway, Bessels Way  Demolition of detached bungalow and redevelopment for four detached 
dwellings with associated landscaping and parking. Demolition of detached bungalow and redevelopment for four 
detached dwellings with associated landscaping and parking. (Amended plans and information received 2 March 
2022 - revised layout, revised drainage plan, tree information.) Granted.  
Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com  
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Wednesday 13th July 2022, in the Melland Room. 
NEED TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS? 
Mark Blythe The Manor, Berry Lane Dermot Mathias The Old Mill, Berry Lane 
Camilla Burrow 16 Grahame Close Michael Penington Cleve Cottage, Chapel Lane 
Jane Gibson 5 Westbrook Green Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens 
Vaughan Humphries 3 Cossicle Mead Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields 
Lydia Inglis Chapmans, Nottingham Fee Elizabeth Cooper (Clerk) 07968 772935 

You can also email the part-time Parish Clerk at blewburypc@gmail.com 
VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
This month’s update from our local District Councillors can be found on the Local Government News page of the 
Blewbury website and incudes news about:  
• Council Tax rebate 
• Financial support helplines 
• Support for Ukrainian refugees 
• Public Electric Vehicle chargers 
• A new boiler replacement scheme 
YOUMOVE LAUNCHES ACROSS OXFORDSHIRE TO HELP FAMILIES GET ACTIVE TOGETHER 
Families with children on benefits related free school meals will be able to access a wide range of low cost and free 
activities, thanks to a new county-wide programme known as YouMove. By signing up to YouMove, local families 
will benefit from low cost or free fun activities including swimming, badminton, activity packs and a wide range of 
community activities near to where they live. Sign up to YouMove via www.getoxfordshireactive.org/you-move. 
AUTUMN LEAVES The dates for July Bingo sessions in the Vale Room at Blewbury Village Hall at 2pm are: 12th & 
26th 2022. The dates for August 2022 are:- 9th & 23rd. We would welcome any new members to join us. For further 
information call Norman Webb (01235 850700) or Doreen Tyrrell (01235 850332. 
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Autumn Leaves – please see previous page.  

FLYING SQUAD  Number 07891 768197  If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be put through 
to voicemail and you will hear a message which starts – ‘Hello, this is the Blewbury Flying Squad phone ……’ and you will be 
prompted to leave a message. Wait for the beep at the end of the message and give your name and telephone number and you 
will be phoned back as soon as possible. Please speak clearly. Please note that the Flying Squad is a voluntary service that relies 
entirely on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, so we need as much notice as possible to arrange a driver. Please 
also note that journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad. 

July Bin Days: Food waste bin: every Tuesday. Grey bin or pink sack: Tuesday 12th and 26th. Green bin or sack, and brown bin: 
Tuesday 5th and 19th. August Bin Days: Food waste bin: Tuesday 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd and *Wednesday 31st. Grey bin or 
pink sack: Tuesday 9th and 23rd. Green bin or sack, and brown bin: Tuesday 2nd, 16th and *Wednesday 31st. 

Please note that the next Bulletin will be circulated at the end of August 
 
 

  VILLAGE DIARY for July 2022 Page 
Thursday 7 9.30-11am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 17 
Saturday 9  The Big Blewbury Sleep Out 18 
Tuesday 12 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 19 
Tuesday 12 8 pm Local History Group, Robinson’s 7 
Wednesday 13 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 19 
Wednesday 13 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 7 
Wednesday 20 8 pm Much Ado About Nothing, Garden Theatre 5 
Thursday 21 8 pm Much Ado About Nothing, Garden Theatre 5 
Friday 22 8 pm Much Ado About Nothing, Garden Theatre 5 
Saturday 23 3pm & 8pm Much Ado About Nothing, Garden Theatre 5 
Tuesday 26 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 19 
Wednesday 27 7.30 pm WI meeting & talk on Kensal Green Cemetery, Vale Room 15 
Saturday 30 11am-3pm Style Acre Tea Room Summer Fete 3 
   VILLAGE DIARY for August 2022   
Wednesday 3 12 noon Teddy Bears Picnic, Lynchets, Bessels Way 10,17 
Tuesday 9 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 19 
Wednesday  17 7.30 pm  Deadline for September Bulletin, Swallows, Church Road  
Tuesday 23 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 19 
Monday 29  Late summer bank holiday  
Wednesday 31  Deadline for applications to the Malthus Trust 7 

 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury 
and immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing 
local services, are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to village residents. 
Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes: 

•60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)           •60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)           •90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 
Artwork should be in black and white only (please note: white text on a black background does not print well). Photographs can be 
printed but with some loss of quality for technical reasons. If you don’t have the facilities to create your own artwork, you can send 
the required text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are advertising a village event you also have the option of 
presenting it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, in which case there will be no charge.  
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor in the first instance, either emailed to editor@blewbury.co.uk as a Microsoft 
Word, Microsoft PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment, or typed/handwritten and sent to Swallows, Church Road, Blewbury OX11 
9PY. If your advertisement is accepted you will be advised when and how to make payment. Please note that payment must be 
received before the Bulletin goes to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the 
Advertising Manager to make the appropriate arrangements. 
WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always very happy to receive editorial contributions, which will be printed either in 18 cm or 6 
cm wide columns at the editors’ discretion. Text and photographs can be submitted in the same way as advertisements – see above. 
Anyone supplying information for publication must be responsible for the accuracy of their report. We require name and contact 
details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions 
expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin.                                                 

For the Bulletin web site see www.blewbury.co.uk. 
 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Swallows, Church Road, Blewbury, OX11 9PY. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of published 
information, the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Call 01235 850337.  
Editor: Chris Whatmore, Swallows, Church Road, OX11 9PY tel 851055 editor@blewbury.co.uk. Local Distribution Manager: Kathy Edmunds, Wayside 
Cottage, Westbrook Street, OX11 9QA tel 850337 kathy_edmunds@btopenworld.com Postal & Email Distribution Manager: Helen White, Southbourne, 
Bessels Way, OX11 9NJ tel 850483 mail@daisyh.net Advertising Manager: Elizabeth Murphy, The White House, London Road, OX11 9PD tel 851244 
elizabeth.murphy52@gmail.com Treasurer: Rachael Richardson, Robinsons, Church Road OX11 9PY Webmaster: Peter Willison, Fleetwith, Nottingham 
Fee, OX11 9PG tel. 850936 webmaster@blewbury.co.uk. 

 


