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Christmas  
Bulletin  2023 

The editor is greatly indebted to the many volunteers who have helped the Bulletin over the course of 2023. Regular 
editorial contributions have come from Michael Allen (Bridge Club), Trish Brooks (Blewbury Players), Bruno Brunskill 
(Astons Online), Louise Butler, (Coffee & Kids), Chris Cook (Bellringers), Eric Eisenhandler (Sustainable Blewbury), 
Karen Foreman (Post Office), Graeme Gettings (WI), Sue Gunawardena (BVS), Angela Hoy (Canadian Corres-
pondent), Lydia Inglis (Blewbury Freecycle, Parish Council), Jo Lakeland (Blewbury Climate Action), Cilla Maguire 
(Autumn Leaves), Pat Mattimore (Didcot Foodbank), Glen Meadows (Nature Notes), Roger Murphy (Blewbury 
School), Elaine de Ridder (Church pages) and Mike Wrottesley (BlewShed). Thanks, too, to all other village 
organisations who have sent us news of their activities during the year. 
On the ‘back room’ team thanks, as ever, go to Advertising Manager Elizabeth Murphy, Treasurer Rachael 
Richardson, Online Editor and Printer-in-Chief Elaine de Ridder, Local Distribution Manager Kathy Edmunds, Postal 
and Email Distribution Manager Helen White and Webmaster Peter Willison. For the packaging and wholesale 
distribution operation we thank Mary Marshall, Pat Mattimore, Jean Richards, Rosemary Tilden, Lydia Wanstall and 
Judy White. And last but by no means least, the door-to-door deliveries to over 900 Blewbury homes have been 
handled by Lyn Blackie, Penny Brassell, Alison Brooks, Patti Brown, Chris Cambray, Chris Cook, Sarah Donne, Claire 
Eisenhandler, Mary Gaines, Jane Gibson, Olive Gore, Lara Humphries, Eve Johnson Houghton, Sandra Lewis, Brenda 
Magnay, Trish Mather, Pat & Bernard Mattimore, Lesley & John Ogden, Meg Prior, Paula Sibley, Chris Stott, Iona 
Tonnet, Anna West, Judy White and Mike Wrottesley.  
If we have forgotten anyone, and we may well have done, please let us know and accept our sincere apologies.  

WE WISH EVERYONE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 

RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE FOR CHARITY 
For the 20th year running, you can recycle your Christmas tree and spread a little seasonal good cheer 
to the children and young adults of Helen and Douglas House. On Sunday 7th January, from 10.00 to 
12 noon*, Steve & Ben Strange will be at Savages to collect donations and turn your tree into wood 
chip. Congratualtions to Steve and Ben on your 20th anniversary of charitable hard work! 

*Please bring your tree only between these times!* 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
This year’s appeal raised a record-breaking total of £3244.13. Thanks to the school and all the 
local businesses and individuals who contributed. Special thanks to my small group of volunteer 
collectors - without their efforts we wouldn't have reached such an amazing amount. Bill Gore 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT FOOD BANK DATES SATURDAY 29th DECEMBER – MONDAY 9TH JANUARY 2024 
The Didcot Emergency Foodbank is currently helping a larger than average number of needy families each session 

due to very high demand. This demand will be larger than ever at this _me of year and if you can help by giving 
even one item it will make a difference.  Please do help if you are able. 

The collec_on boxes are outside the Charity School House on these dates or at the Post Office any _me. 
All the usual items will be welcome. Please make sure that all food is within its sell-by date. 

*Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade preserves* 
ALL DONATIONS ARE HUGELY APPRECIATED -- SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

CASH DONATIONS HOWEVER SMALL ARE VERY WELCOME - To make a cash dona_on online 
visit hdps:/churchsuite.co.uk/donate/and select Foodbank. 

MANY THANKS - ST MICHAEL’S ACTION GROUP & DIDCOT FOOD BANK 
Christmas Cover  
Our thanks go to the children of Goldsworthy, Picasso, Klimt and Banksy classes at Blewbury School 
(and to Royal Mail!) for providing this year’s cover illustrations. From the top, left to right: Elliott 
(Banksy), Matvii (Klimt), Heda (Klimt), William (Picasso), Samuel (Goldsworthy), Archie (Picasso), Sophie 
(Picasso), Thomas E (Banksy), Issy (Klimt), Carys (Banksy), Matilda (Klimt), Heidi (Goldsworthy) and 
Thomas M (Banksy). Thanks too to Loraine Fergusson for valuable advice and input on the graphics. 



This is an informal walk around the village. You can come along in fancy dress and perform a 
skit or come as you are to watch and/or join the walk (i.e. ‘here for the beer’)!

BLEWBURY CHRISTMAS 2023 – EVENTS FROM THE BVS

• Santa’s Sleigh & Carols on the Playclose – Sunday 24th December
• Boxing Day Walk – Tuesday 26th December
• Roger Cambray Memorial Walk - Monday 1st January 2024

Christmas Eve – Santa’s Sleigh and Carols on the Playclose
On Christmas Eve, Santa’s 
mailbox will be open from 
10:30 am to noon, at the Pre-
school (opposite the Church). 
Parents should bring their 
present (labelled with their 
child’s name and age) and 
place all presents 
for their family in one bag. 
Santa’s postal charge is £2 per 
parcel – small presents only, 
please.

In the evening Santa will first

Boxing Day Walk – Tuesday 26th December

Entries are in the usual categories:  Individual, Small groups (2 to 5 people), Medium groups (6 to 
10 people), Large groups (11 plus).
Entry Fees: Adults £5 and Children £2 – includes refreshments along the route. Suggested 
donation of £5 if you are `here for the beer`.
1st , 2nd & 3rd prizes for the best fancy dress/skit in each category, as well as the coveted Ron 
Freeborn Memorial Cup.

Registration 10:00 am at the Village Hall; Skits at 10:30; Walk starts at 11:00
This an outdoor event - skits will take place in the Village Hall car park so make sure you’re 
dressed for the weather!

make a tour of the village starting at Boham’s Road (London Road end) at 5:00 pm and finishing 
at the Playclose at 6:30 pm, where he will distribute presents (see map for Santa’s route and 
timings at key points). Carols will be sung, accompanied by the Blewbury Brass Band.

Roger Cambray Memorial Walk - Monday 1st January
A bracing New Year’s Day walk from Blewbury to The Bell Inn in Aldworth and back! Starting from 
The Pound (the green space near The Blueberry) at 10:30 am on 1st January. Total distance 
around 9 miles.
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WASPS & ALL INSECTS
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS

PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE • 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 • info@pestwizards.co.uk
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DEDICATION OF BLEWBURY METHODIST CHURCH’S WAR MEMORIAL 
The picture shows that the War Memorial is already in place in the Lychgate of Blewbury’s New 
Cemetery. We are grateful to Blewbury Parish Council for permission to put it there and to 
members of BlewShed for installing it. There will be a short Dedication Service (blessing) of the 
War Memorial at 2.30 on Sunday 21st January at the Lychgate led by Didcot Methodist Church’s 
minister, Rev. Bruce Thompson. We would be pleased if you join us for this short service. 
Blewbury and Upton Methodist Churches both closed at Easter in 2013, and the members all 
moved on to other local Methodist churches. We wanted the war memorial to stay here in 
Blewbury because we were aware that the families of some of the men commemorated still 
live in Blewbury but we thought it would have to be housed in some sort of expensive protective 
cabinet, which is why it has taken so long to install.   Jo Lakeland 
OVER £6,000 RAISED AT JOE WILD EVENT 
To the good people of Blewbury: We just wanted to drop you a note to say thank you for the JoeWild fundraising 
event held at the Red Lion in November. We were blown away by your hospitality, generosity and joie de vivre. You 
were generous with your “promises” and with your bids as well as all the support in putting the event together. 
Annabel and John in particular were very kind in agreeing to host the event at the Red Lion and what a great venue 
it is. I think everyone had a great evening and the quality of food Serena and Sandy produced was amazing.  
You raised an amazing £6,080 and this money will all go towards making Matty’s vision for our charity, JoeWild,  a 
reality. Matty has a huge passion for encouraging and supporting people re connect with nature and your support 
for his vision has given him a big boost at this most challenging of times for him. He is already looking to expand 
the original idea to now include people with disabilities. Serena and Sandy are special, old friends to us and we are 
delighted for them to now be living in Blewbury. It is indeed a beautiful, unique village and community and we wish 
you all a happy, loving and peaceful Christmas.   Sean, Bev and Matty 
SUSTAINABLE BLEWBURY LAUNCHES 2024 WITH SPACE-BASED SOLAR POWER – HOW THE UK IS 
TURNING SCIENCE FICTION INTO REALITY 
Martin Soltau, co-CEO of an exciting space start-up, Space Solar, comes to talk about the amazing concept of 
harvesting the abundant solar energy in space and beaming it to earth. This stands to provide us with continuous 
clean energy day and night, and in all weather. Martin has co-founded the Space Energy Initiative, a collaboration 
between Government and UK space and energy organisations promoting the advancement of this technology.   
We’ll be among the very first to learn why it is important that we pursue such ambitious technology, how it works, 
and why the UK is well placed to take a global leadership position. Martin will also fill us in on his extraordinary 
career as a business and engineering leader in the Aerospace and Renewable Energy sectors. 
Monday 29 January 2024, 8.00pm, Melland Room at the Clubhouse. Tickets £6, including a drink, from the Post Office or on the door. 
BLEWBURY VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
Many thanks to all those who came out to help clear the village hall car park of 
leaves, and those who came to chop back the overgrown hedges. We are now 
working on replanting the edges and putting in a new bike rack.  
To book the village hall for your event, party or a new activity for the new year, please email the hall administrator 
blewburyvillagehallbookings@gmail.com or leave a message on 07398 919992. You can also check availability in the 
Venues section of the Blewbury website www.blewbury.co.uk. Merry Christmas and a happy new year to you all.  

CAN YOU HELP US TO HELP LOCAL PEOPLE IN NEED? 
At United Charities we continue to help local people who are struggling financially. Some people 
will have recently received a heating allowance from the Government to help towards the 
increased cost in fuel bills. For many, this is badly needed. But there are others who may feel they 

could donate all or part of the allowance to help others in need. If that’s you, perhaps you could help local people 
in Blewbury, Upton and the Astons, by gifting through our Just Giving page https://www.justgiving.com/ucab 
We thank you very much in advance for your generosity and if you have any questions, please do get in touch with 
us by email at unitedcharities@outlook.com  
COFFEE & KIDS! 
A New Year welcome to all bumps! babies & toddlers to Coffee & Kids on Monday 8th January - along with parents, 
grandparents and carers. We meet in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall, 9.30am - 11am. A friendly and safe 
place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys, learning to 
play together. We finish the session with songs and action rhymes. A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our 
costs. Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you.  Louise - 07837 009730  
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BLEWBURY WI NEWS 
The committee would like to wish all our members a super merry (not too merry, hic!) Christmas and a 
happy and healthy 2024. You may have seen our table at the recent Craft Fayre in the Village Hall. So much 
talent, so many friends! 
Our next monthly meeting is Wednesday 24 January at 7.30  In a change to the printed programme we will 

have “The history of antique fans”. Hear about fans from their inception to the 1950s. We understand that there will be 
numerous fans on show, all taken from the Speaker’s collection of over 650 items. Also that she may be dressed in a 
1900s outfit, including a lace shawl and a boater! Hope she has Victorian heavy underwear to battle the January cold. 
We have welcomed a number of new members recently, Blewbury WI goes from strength to strength. Give it a try!  
Come as a visitor – no commitment – see if you fancy it, and just  pay ‘pro rata’ for the period.  If you’d like to come 
with someone else or find out more, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.   

Calendar of events 
Most Monday afternoons 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon 
Wednesday 3 January  7pm Evening Scrabble Joy 
Friday 5 January 7pm Craft evening Karen 
Monday 8 January 10.30am Coffee morning Trish 
Thursday 11 January 2.30pm Afternoon Scrabble Sharon 
Wednesday 24 January 7.30pm Monthly meeting Joy 
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AUDITIONS 
3 & 4 February  

It’s that time of year when many of us begin dreaming of warmer weather and 
summer evenings! So, it must be time to encourage you to audition for Blewbury 
Players next summer production which will be The Caucasian Chalk Circle… 

“A gem of a play. This is full of action, humour, music, and emotion… a wonderful 
story performed by a gang of actors - in a new translation”. 

You can find a video recording of Director Erica Harley discussing her love for this play and sharing her vision for 
our production next summer on our website www.blewburyplayers.co.uk.   
The performances will be at Orchard Dene Garden Theatre 17-20 July, 2024. 
You will also find details of the adaptation that we will be using and more details about rehearsal process. To 
book an audition please email us @ blewburyplayers@gmail.com or call 07795 675146. Please don’t hesitate 
to get in touch in the same way if you have any questions or would like to audition but can’t make those dates.  
We welcome new and familiar faces, first timers and veterans! Why not dip your toe into new waters in 2024! 

Would you like to get involved as part of the costume team? 
We are looking for people who would like get involved as part of a costume team.  
We would also like to encourage anybody interested in joining the production team in non-performing roles 
to get in touch @ blewburyplayers@gmail.com or call 07795 675146.   

 
BLEWSHED NEWS 
Community Projects:  Style Acre volunteer and BlewShed treasurer Paul Sanders rescued a couple of Style Acre 
outdoor tables for renovation by the BlewShed team recently. With tops firmly re-glued together and resurfaced 
they will be ready for you to sit at and have your cuppa and cakes again very soon.   
DIY for beginners: Dates for the next module, 'Saws and Cutting' will be emailed to all who expressed an interest.   
BlewShed products: We have a few garden trugs available at the Shed if anyone's looking for a last-minute 
Christmas present. In the absence of crops or flowers to harvest they are useful for holding kindling, firewood or a 
seasonal decoration. 
Meetings: Mulled wine and mince pies provided a welcome warmer before member and sharpshooter Simon 
Edwards' interesting presentation on long range shooting. Next month the topic will be wood carving. We will 
provide all who attend with the chance to have a go at one of mankind's earliest forms of artwork. No need to bring 
wood or tools as these will be available on Tuesday, 9th January when Mike Wrottesley will lead the session. 
Outdoor storage space needed:  with membership increasing rapidly and materials for Shed projects stocking up, 
we are in urgent need of somewhere to store things outdoors as the Shed indoor space is very limited. If you have, 
or know of, an unwanted shed, storage box or panels that could be assembled into one please let us know. You can 
leave a message on the website or pop in when we're open. 
Opening times and membership: BlewShed opening times: Tuesday and Saturday afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm and 
Thursday afternoons 2.00-4pm for electronics sessions and non-dusty work. BlewShed membership subs are £25 
for individuals or £37.50 for a family, which includes expert advice from members and use of a well-equipped metal, 
wood and electronic workshop. Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/ 
STAY WARM AND WELL THIS WINTER 

As winter arrives and temperatures drop thoughts may be turning to staying warm and 
well. There’s a range of support, tips, advice and grants, available in Oxfordshire. The free, 
local and independent Better Housing Better Health service is there for residents who may 
be finding it hard to keep their family warm and well. For some residents they can offer a 
home visit to provide more tailored advice. This year there are more grant schemes 
available than previous years for energy efficiency measures like loft and cavity wall 
insulation. And more! Head over to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/keepingwarm for more 
information or call 0800 107 0044. Get your home winter-ready today!  
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BULLETIN CHRISTMAS PUZZLES 
Our regular Christmas Quiz setter is taking a well-earned break this year, so our thanks go to ‘Ludo’ for providing 
both a cryptic crossword and a seasonal word search to keep our readers on their toes. Completed puzzles should 
be emailed to editor@blewbury.co.uk or delivered to Swallows, Church Road, Blewbury OX11 9PY by post or by 
hand by 6pm on Friday 5th January 2024. The prize for the first correct crossword solution drawn from the hat on 
that day will be £25, while the prize for the first correct word search will be a box of chocolates. Don’t forget to 
include your name and contact details!

Across 
1 6 balls, ideal for POV shots without pushrods (8,3) 
6 10dB? 50 more would surely ring louder (3) 
8 Stink in buffet or banquet (5) 
10 Combining 10 trades to hold the fir in place (4,5) 
11/14 Ebenezer's second gift (9,7) 
12 Loaded? Nothing less? (5) 

14 See 11 
16 Has time to consume some cheap fizz (4) 
18 Discharge servant, paying extra wages at first (4) 
20 Discharge servant, after notice (7) 
22 Yes, licence to kill – hurrah! (5) 
23 Drugstores protect the tracks (9) 
25 Bend + Dance = Twist (5,4) 
26 How to tie 9, with less shelf-life than 25 (5) 
27 Where to seek the midnight sleigh on TV (3) 
28 Carol's “Thing”, tangled with tinsel (6,5) 
 

Down 
1 Pity cafe for messing-up a do for 15 (6,5) 
2 Girl's nonsense in the stuffing (5) 
3 Try “@Seduce”? (7) 
4 London club ruined her laces: right, left (7) 
5 Thrush, on appendage hung for kissing (9) 
6 Blue, red & yellow lights up the festive meal (6) 
7 Guided light (3) 
9 Country tradition at this time of year (6) 
13 Dresser covers game in outstanding group (8,3) 
15 “Workers chuck spade amid MPs”,  we hear (9) 
17 Portal to gold - that's rich! (6) 
19 Mulled wine used to be helped by wind (7) 
20 Cake nicked when left inside (7) 
21 Bashful admits stray tipple (6) 
24 Ho-ho-hoer turns evil (5) 
25 Leaf type A/H (3) 

 

Name: _________________________ Contact: _________________________ 
 

WORDSEARCH 
Find all the following words/phrases in the Christmas 
Tree. What fesWve word or phrase can you make from the 
leXers leY over? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Solution: ____________________________ 

 
Name: _________________________ Contact: _________________________ 
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News from St. Michael’s 

 

Rector - The Revd Jason St. John Nicolle 
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 

 

You can contact the clergy & staff on: - 
 

Father Jason St John Nicolle 
01235 850267   office@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

Revd Louise Butler 
07837 009730   revlouiseb@aol.com  
   

Revd John Clarke 
01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com 
   

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 
01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

 

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-2.30 pm on 
01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email office@churnchurches.co.uk. Website 
www.churnchurches.co.uk  
 

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the office via email 
or on the office number. 

Services for the rest of December and January 2024 at St Michael’s: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30 am 
every Sunday via the link https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have 
online Compline at 8pm during weekdays via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.   
 

Everyone is invited to the mid-week communion service every Wednesday at 10am at St 
Andrew’s Hagbourne. We can also bring home communion to those who are unable to attend 
a service in person. 
 

Please contact the Office if you would like to receive the Churn newsletter by email every Friday 
and/or the “Rector’s Reflections” every weekday. You can unsubscribe at any time.  
 

 Sunday 24th 10.30. am No morning service today 
 5.45 pm Crib Service 
 10.30 pm First Mass of Christmas 

Monday 25th  8.00 am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
Christmas Day Eucharist 

 Sunday 31st  10.30 am Parish Eucharist 
January:   

 Sunday 7th  
 

8.00am 
10.30 am 

Holy Communion 
All Age service 

 Sunday 14th 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 
Thursday 18th 10.00 am MU Holy Communion 
 Sunday 21st   10.30 am Taizé Service 

  Sunday 28th  10.30 am Village Service 

THANK YOU!  
A huge THANK YOU to SAVAGES  

who have kindly donated a Christmas Tree for display inside our Church. 

ANOTHER THANK YOU!  

Thank you to our PCC, choir & musicians, rota managers, sidespeople, welcomers,  
“washer uppers”, chair carriers, candle lighters and all the other volunteers and friends 

who help make our Church a welcoming space! 

http://www.churnchurches.co.uk/
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice
https://meet.goto.com/312446493
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Upcoming baptism: 
27th December:   Albert Axel Frederick Ellis 

We welcome Bertie to our community of faith! 
 

Recent funeral: 
7th December: Susan Fletcher Watts 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory 
 

Conversations at Christmas time 
 

Christmas is very much a time for conversations - conversations with 
friends and family, conversations with neighbours and perhaps also 
with strangers, as we do our Christmas shopping or take part in 
communal carol singing. Sometimes these conversations will be light-
hearted and  full of fun, but I’m also well aware that Christmas can also 
have its awkward moments.  It can be a quite a stressful time, and it’s 
easy for tempers to fray.  
 

As I write these words, I am struck by the number of times 
conversations feature in the traditional Christmas readings.  The 
accounts of the events surrounding the birth of Jesus found in the 
gospels, especially in the gospels according to Matthew and Luke, are fully of conversations. 
Some of these conversations involve a dialogue between a human being and an angel, perhaps 
most famously in the story of the Annunciation, found in the 1st chapter of Luke’s gospel. In this 
story, the angel Gabriel is sent to the Virgin Mary, and he begins the conversation with the 
memorable words: ”Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you”.   The conversation finishes 
with Mary saying, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word”. 
 

I think there is something very special about a good conversation. A good conversation is the 
opposite of a speech or a monologue, in which one speaker gives the audience the benefit of 
their own particular thoughts and views. A good conversation is a dialogue, in which the parties 
listen to each other and learn from each other, sharing experiences and allowing the conversation 
to go where it will go.  
 

I think we can learn so much from a good conversation, and this is why recently I have started 
hosting a series of conversations around Christianity. These conversations provide an opportunity 
to explore the questions and issues which might be occupying our minds. There will be plenty 
more opportunities for these Sunday afternoon conversations (with tea and cake) in the New Year 
too.   
 

May this Christmas time be a rich source of blessing to you all.   

 - Father Jason 
 

Choral Service for Epiphany & Candlemas 
Sunday 28th  January  at 3pm at St Andrew’s Hagbourne 

ALL WELCOME TO THE SERVICE! 
If you would like to join in the Benefice choir for this service, please contact Elaine. 

 

 

Food Bank Collection 30 DECEMBER - 8 JANUARY 2024 
St. Michael’s Action Group regularly collect items for the 
Didcot Food Bank. Drop off at the Old School House 
between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime.  

 

Your generosity would very much be 
appreciated!  
 

Many thanks, St Michael's Action Group 
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BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 
Please note that all the BVS Christmas events are held outdoors, so make sure you layer 
up/bring your waterproofs/wellies, etc. – you know the drill! The events are listed below, 
with more details on page 3. 
• Sunday 24th December – Santa’s Sleigh and Carols on the Playclose. Santa’s village tour 

starts at Bohams Road (London Road end) at 5:00 pm and ends in the Playclose at 6:30 pm, where he will give 
out presents (don’t forget to drop your labelled presents at the Pre-school between 10.30 am and noon) 

• Tuesday 26th December – Boxing Day Walk. Registration from 10:00 am at the Village Hall, skits at 10.30 am and 
walk at 11.00 am 

• Monday 1st January – Roger Cambray Memorial Walk from Blewbury to The Bell Inn at Aldworth (and back!) – 
meeting at 10.30 am at The Pound (the green space near The Blueberry) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY, 2024 
• Saturday 16th March 2024 sees the return of the BVS Comedy Night, when Paddy Lennox will be introducing a 

stellar line-up of acts. For details of how to buy tickets, see the February Bulletin and the BVS Facebook page. 
• Looking even further ahead, the ever-popular Blewbury Beer Festival will take place on Saturday 18th May 2024. 
FROM OUR CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT 
Christmas greetings and a Happy New Year to all in Blewbury!  It was lovely to catch up with some of you in person 
in June. Unfortunately I’ve recently tripped up in the street and have dislocated my left shoulder. I am typing this 
with two fingers so reluctantly I’m not doing an article this month! 
I’m looking forward to getting back to it in January.   Angela Hoy (angelahoy23@gmail.com) 
PAY PARADE: MORE TALES FROM THE ARMY BOY’S SERVICE  
On the Friday of the first week we got paid. In the army there was a pay parade every week where you all lined up 
alphabetically and marched up to the table, saluted the paying officer and gave your name and the last three 
numbers of your army number. This would identify you from others with the same surname. With me being Warn 
I was always at the back of the queue. After the pay clerk gave you your money you checked it and said “Pay correct 
Sir,” saluted again turned round and marched away. My pay that week was ten shillings, equal to 50p, and it had 
the buying power in today’s money of £14.40. Not bad spending money for a boy of fifteen especially when all you 
have to buy is boot polish, Brasso and stamps. 
With me always being at the end of the queue every week, I was always picked out to be a witness with another 
lad Vickers when the Sgt-major shouted “Last two in line report as witnesses.” Being a pay witness meant we had 
to stand either side of the officer, witness all transactions and sign the pay sheets at the end of the parade. It also 
meant we were the last to get to the NAAFI and invariably there was little left in the shop to buy.  
So one week I approached the Sgt-Major and asked if we could be paid in reverse alphabetical order. “Good idea 
young Warn,” he said “I wonder why I never thought of that?”. He then told the soldiers “Line up in reverse 
alphabetical order.” After much confusion this was achieved and there I was, first in the queue.  
The Sgt-Major then shouted out “First two in line report as witnesses!” I looked at the Sgt-Major and he had that 
evil glint in his eyes that only Sgt-Majors have. “Warn, you horrible little boy, that will teach you not to tell me how 
to run my pay parade.” He then told the soldiers to get back into correct alphabetical order. 
I also remember another pay parade which still makes me laugh today. One lad was fooling about when the Sgt 
Major turned up. He shouted to the lad “What is your name boy?” He replied “ ’Arris Sir.” The Sgt–Major said “Stop 
mucking about lad and get up there with the As!” We all nearly burst out laughing but kept a straight face until he 
turned the corner.  Pat Warn 
MOCKBEGGARS JAZZ TO END  
Sadly after 9 wonderful years in Blewbury, Hugh and Izabela need to move on to a new home. We have until June 
2024 to find a new place to live AND to try and keep hosting the spectacular live jazz!  
Perfect world we need a large, character, old style, detached home in or around Blewbury, for a long term rental, 
5 years at least. Barn conversion type style, with a large living room to accommodate the grand piano and space 
for 25 chairs in a concert format. 
Watch this space for the grand finale where some of the superstars of the last six years concerts will play. 

BELL RINGING NEWS FROM BLEWBURY TOWER 
The countdown to Christmas began with ringing for the Benefice Advent Carol Service and continues 
with ringing for all the special services during Advent. The WI Carol Concert was one of these services 
and was well attended by 7 local WI groups. The bells will ring out for Midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve and again on Christmas Morning. The tradition of ringing out the old and ringing in the new year 

will hopefully continue.  We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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NATURE NOTES - MISTLETOE 
December, the Village Hall car park: Father Christmas has just completed a series of low flyovers in a Puma 
helicopter! As this surreal event washes over me and undeterred by the commotion, a Mistle Thrush lives up to its 
name and feeds, greedily, upon the gloopy, silken, pearlescent berries of the Mistletoe (Viscum album).  
Mistletoe has always had a mysterious side to it and for a long time it has been associated with Christmas. The plant 
is semi-parasitic but to the Druids and the people of the medieval era it was magical. The plant seemed to grow 
with no roots. It was evergreen in winter and it grew high in the trees far from the soil that ‘normal’, earthly, plants 
grew. The Nordic gods had a reason for this. Balder the Beautiful was killed by a spear of mistletoe (his only 
weakness!), guided by his half- brother, the mischievous and 
jealous Loki. Balder’s grieving mother, Frigg, banished Mistletoe to the 
tops of the trees. The folk of ancient times strongly linked Mistletoe to 
fertility but over the years, from around the 18th century, this has 
been sanitised to a mere kiss. As late as the 1960s mistletoe was still 
not included in many a seasonal church decoration. 
The name Mistletoe derives from the old English and Germanic for 
dung (mistle) and twig (tan, later confused to toe). This brings us 
back to the Mistle Thrush near the village hall. As birds wipe their 
beaks from the sticky berries and the seeds pass through their digestive tract, the Mistletoe can inoculate its host. 
The plant can live in a variety of trees. Around our village I’ve seen it on Whitebeam, Indian Horse Chestnut and 
Cherry. However, it does particularly well on the Poplar and Rowan trees we also have. It attaches to its host 
through a root-like structure called the ‘haustorium’. Technically the plant is known as a hemiparasite, as it does 
generate some of its own energy by photosynthesis, but the vast majority of its nutrients come from its host. The 
foliage and berries are toxic. Glen Meadows 
THE GUINEA PIG CLUB 
The Fever Box is a psychological thriller set in a military hospital during WW2. One of the main 
characters is Dougie Douglas, a badly-burned pilot shot down during the evacuation of Dunkirk, 
who eventually becomes a member of the elite Guinea Pig Club, created in 1941 by a group of 
RAF pilots. You could only join if you’d been “boiled, mashed or fried” and treated in Ward III of 
East Grinstead Cottage Hospital. Here the brilliant plastic surgeon Archie McIndoe reconstructed 
not only the faces and hands of these young men, but also their confidence to face the world, 
ensuring that the country acknowledged them for the heroes they were, living proof of courage 
and an ability to endure, whatever the challenges.  
First-hand accounts written at the time are invaluable to a historical fiction writer. The seam for me was rich – 
Richard Hillary’s The Last Enemy, Geoffrey Page’s Tale of a Guinea Pig, William Simpson’s I Burned My Fingers and 
Tom Gleave’s I Had a Row with a German – but as the latter two titles imply, the style of writing epitomised the 
attitudes of the time, to make a joke of things, never to complain, and to bloody well get on with it. It was vital that 
I read between the lines to imagine the profound effect these experiences had on a young man such as Dougie and 
to understand the deep psychological impact of facial disfigurement. I was left in awe of these young men. 
Very few Guinea Pigs are left now – when I began writing The Fever Box there were only seven original members – 
but the success of the camaraderie and support among those WW2 pilots was directly responsible for the creation 
of the CASEVAC Club in 2017 (short for ‘casualty evacuation’) for men and women seriously injured in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. In the course of my research, I saw many clinical photographs of dreadful disfigurements along with 
the equally frightening changes wrought by the multiple surgeries the Guinea Pigs had to endure. I have also 
watched innumerable archived interviews with them, talking over the years about the Club and their wartime 
experiences. As I watched these men age, the scars, skin grafts and strange muscle movements softened, and their 
personalities shone out once again, their authentic characters undimmed.   Loraine Fergusson 

The Fever Box by L P Fergusson is published 4 January 2024 and available on Amazon 
 

 
Thank you so much                        for all the amazing appreciation and comments we have received after the shows. 
What a lot of fun we         all had! A great atmosphere created by the performers, production team, and the 
audiences alike. We had two winners over the 3 evenings which were Australia and Denmark. You can find the final 
scoreboards from each evening at www.blewburyplayers.co.uk. Once again - a massive thank you to the Blewbury 
community and beyond for their enthusiasm for joining in… another great Blewbury event to remember! 

Tired I was; my head would go 
Nodding under the mistletoe 
(Pale-green, fairy mistletoe), 

No footsteps came, no voice, but only, 
Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely, 

Stooped in the still and shadowy air 
Lips unseen—and kissed me there. 

From Mistletoe by Walter de la Mare, 1913 
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Sustainable Blewbury launches 2024 with Space-Based 
Solar Power – how the UK is turning science fiction into 
reality. Martin Soltau, co-CEO of an exciting space start-up, 
Space Solar, comes to Blewbury to talk to us about the 
amazing concept of harvesting the abundant solar energy 
in space and beaming it to earth. This could provide us with 
continuous clean energy day and night, and in all weathers. 
Monday 29 Jan. 2024, 8.00pm, Melland Room at the Clubhouse. 
Details on page 5.  
Repair Café news: We have been holding successful Repair Cafés 
regularly, every two to three months.  
Thanks to … All the enthusiastic volunteers who have been helping 
at the Nature Reserve, and to everyone who worked on raking up the leaves on footpaths with special thanks to the tractor drivers. 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE 
   FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TEL NO. 

• Rotary lawn mower 
• Wicker conservatory furniture + cushions (2-seater settee + 2 chairs) 
• Step ladder 
• Tall IKEA bookcases and desk (wood finish) 

Ann Brodie 
annbrodie26@gmail.com 07906 599074 

An unopened packet of 12 x Philips Core Pro LED bulbs. No. GU 5.3 Jean Richards 
jean@brooksend.co.uk 07966 774235 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 
Getting involved in Sustainable Blewbury contributes to the village and its environment. To participate, or to receive 

our free bi-monthly Newsletter, email us at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone 850372. 
LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
The Blewbury  Local History group have had 
quite a busy year. The site of the Quaker 
house and burial ground has been identified 
by an archaeological survey so that it can be 

taken into account with the planning for the proposed 
new woodland. 
The oral history project is well under way with 
conversations with several villagers already undertaken, 
and much paperwork from Ladycroft has been sorted 
and conserved. 
There are ongoing discussions with conservators as to 
the best way forward with the Blewbury Miser’s coat 
and in the new year we are planning to display some of 
our pictures in the Doctors’ waiting room.  
So if you would like to join in any of our activities you 
are very welcome to come to our meetings and see for yourself. The meetings are held at 8pm on the second 
Tuesday of the month and are in our room at the back of Robinsons (down the road leading to Parsonage Farm). 

The winning numbers for the December Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows: 1st - 
007; 2nd - 010; 3rd - 047. In December, the prize fund of £177.50 was shared (50%/30%/20%) 
between the three winners and £177.50 was raised for Blewbury Pre-School. Congratulations 
to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. 

Membership spaces are currently available. To be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from 
www.blewburypreshool.co.uk (also available from the Post Office) or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk 

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 
D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall. 
Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining. On 16th January there 

will be a talk entitled The Joys and Perils of being an Author by Colin Wade. For details email 
chairman@didcotu3a.org or secretary@didcotu3a.org or visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot. 
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LETTER FROM DAVID JOHNSTON MP 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! I particularly enjoyed attending the Wantage Dickensian Evening to 
kickstart the festive season. It was minus 2 degrees, but the atmosphere was very warm and everyone from the 
Wantage Silver Band to Island Farm Donkey Sanctuary to Team Mikayla was there to celebrate. 
Looking back on the last year, I am pleased with the progress made on a number of my campaigns. We took another 
step forward on health services with my Health Services Survey, which thousands of you responded to and which 
was followed with me holding a debate in Parliament on health services in Wantage and Didcot. My petition to re-
open Grove Station was signed by 2,127 of you and I will be meeting the Rail Minister in the near future to discuss 
this again with him. Thank you to Andy Holding of the Wantage and Grove Station Supporters Group for providing 
the final signature. I will keep going until we are successful. My campaigning for more renewable energy run by the 
local community, through my sponsorship of the Local Electricity Bill, led to the creation of the new £10 million 
Government Community Energy Fund which will hopefully benefit groups across Oxfordshire. And my campaign for 
justice for our local AEAT pensioners resulted in me securing the first ever independent investigation into their 
case, as well as a Parliamentary inquiry.  
I was also pleased to welcome so many constituents to Parliament this past year from schools to charities to 
members of the armed forces. I also hosted a local young person for work experience almost every month – thank 
you to all of them. If you are planning a visit to Parliament or would like me to arrange a free tour for you then do 
get in touch. In 2024 I will be continuing campaigns on infrastructure issues like GP surgeries and Grove Station, as 
well as my other priorities like protecting our environment, tackling anti-social behaviour, and improving 
opportunities for children and young people. Right now, as part of my campaign to improve our roads, I have my 
Local Roads Survey running so that you can tell me exactly where you are seeing issues on our roads that need to 
be resolved – including potholes, congestion, speeding and other safety concerns. Since being elected I have spoken 
in 13 separate debates about the need to improve our local roads, met with the Roads Minister to raise it with 
them, led a debate in Parliament on safety issues on the A34 and A420 and welcomed the £3 million for this year 
from Government to help fix Oxfordshire’s potholes. 
However, there is more to do and I want to hear from as many people as possible so that we have the best data to 
make the case for improvements, so please do take part at www.david-johnston.org.uk/RoadsSurvey.  
As ever, if I can help with anything then do, please get in touch via david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk 
  
 
 
 
 
BLEWBURY CLIMATE ACTION 
COP 28. I have to include something about the 28th annual United Nations Climate Change Conference, 
because the outcome was good, but also weak! A text was agreed that encourages countries to move 
away from fossil fuels and quickly ramp up renewable energy. But Island states whose homes are being 
washed away by rising sea levels said the text was an improvement but contains loop holes. Scientists 
said the document did not go far enough to honour the promise world leaders made to keep the planet 
from heating 1.5C above pre-industrial temperatures by the end of the century. And poorer countries said they 
were frustrated by the lack of both a concrete plan to adapt to climate change and the money to do so. 
What’s the difference between 1.5 and 2.0°C global temperature rise since pre-industrial times? A huge amount! 

Change 1.5 C 2.0 C Impact Source 

Loss of plant species 8% lose ½ their habitable area 16% lose ½ their habitable 
area > 2 x worse Source: World 

Resources 
Institute: 
The difference in 
climate Impacts 
between 1.5˚C 
and 2˚C of 
warming. 
(Includes much 
more detail – 
worth reading!) 

Loss of insect species 6% lose ½ their habitable area 18% lose ½ their habitable 
area > 3 x worse 

Extreme heat waves 14% of all humans exposed to 
severe heat 1 in every 5 years 

37% of all humans exposed 
to severe heat 1 in every 5 
years 

> 2.6 x 
worse 

Ice-free arctic 
summers  At least every 100 years At least every 10 years 10 x worse! 

Marine fisheries lost 1.5 million tonnes 3.0 million tonnes 2 x worse 

And a 2.0 C global temperature rise will mean we lose 99 % of coral reefs. Why am I including all these depressing 
facts? To remind us to check on what our world leaders actually do rather than what they say they will do! 

   Jo Lakeland 

BLEWBURY CALENDAR 2024 
Bernard’s Blewbury Calendar with colour photographs of Blewbury scenes and events and lots of space for 
writing your appointments, etc. is on sale NOW at Blewbury Post Office or ring Bernard Mattimore to reserve 
01235 851088   bernardmat@btinternet.com.  Price £8.   The ideal Christmas present that lasts all year! 
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BRIDGE CLUB 
There will be no F2F bridge between Christmas and New Year- that is December 26th and 29th. However, Wantage Bridge 
Club are planning to run an online Realbridge session on Thursday 28th December, to which we are all invited, as usual. 
Normal Tuesday evening sessions will resume on January 2nd. Tuesday January 9th will act as the qualifying event for 
Berks and Bucks Contract Bridge Association's Waller Bowl, their Club Pairs' Championship, the final of which will be held 
at Windsor on Sunday February 18th. For those not wishing to qualify it will be a normal Blewbury club session on the 
9th January. 
Dates for Blewbury Thursday evening Realbridge sessions in January will be 4th and 18th, to which, as always, Wantage 
Bridge Club members are invited. Wantage will be hosting us on January 11th and 25th. We hope to run Friday evening 
Social Bridge sessions, subject to there being sufficient players, on January 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th. 
Wishing all bridge players everywhere, and their families, a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. 

Michael Allen 851870 
BLEWBURY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS! 
With term ending in the week before Christmas Day there is an emphasis on 
getting the Christmas celebrations underway early, and Blewbury School has been 
racing ahead with its own very full programme of events. Savages helped a great 
deal with the early donation of a Christmas Tree, which was suitably decorated by 
the house captains and placed in a prominent position. The Wizard Theatre group 
then came to the School to put on a very popular production of Pinocchio. “It was 
very funny and made us all laugh” said Jai from Picasso class. Then Santa Claus 
made an early appearance on December 8th when he flew past in an RAF Puma 
helicopter, on his way to deliver some presents to children in the John Radcliffe 
Hospital (see picture). Flight Lieutenant Christopher Northcote had tipped off local 
schools about this mission which allowed the Blewbury pupils to be out in the 
playground at the right time to give Santa a wave on his way past.  
The next big event was the Christmas Nativity Play ‘Shine Star Shine’ put on by the 
Key Stage 1 pupils from O’Keefe and Goldsworthy classes. This was a fantastic 
success and it was hugely enjoyed by all those parents/carers and others who saw 
it at two afternoon performances. The costumes were fabulous, the music and 
singing were excellent, with choreography and excellent diction, it was a joy to 
behold. Clearly it represented a major piece of work for the pupils as well as the 
teachers and teaching assistants working with those two classes (Misses Brabner, 
Peacock, Snowball, Pithie, Buckler and Bayliss) ably assisted by Pip Weeden, who 
helped with the choreography, and the PTA, who provided refreshments. “What 
a treat!” said School Governor Katie Dickens. “The children were super and looked 
great in their costumes. It was clear that the staff had worked tremendously hard 
to give every child the opportunity to shine. Wonderful job all round!” 
With a few more days still to go a School choir will perform at the Village Carol 
Concert, and there will be a Christmas Jumper Day and School Christmas Lunch 
(Margaret Pritchard’s 29th as the School Kitchen Supremo!), a Key Stage 2 Carol 
Service in St Michael’s Church and PTA disco on Dec 19th. Phew – it will then be 
time for a Christmas holiday!   Roger Murphy, Community Governor 
NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR THE HIGH SHERIFF'S AWARDS 
Every year the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire invites nominations for approximately 20 High Sheriff Awards in recognition 
of individuals in Oxfordshire who have made outstanding contributions to the communities in which they live and work. 
Nominees will usually have had a high impact on the lives of others over a sustained period of time and will be recognised 
by other people working in the nominee’s area as inspirational and as setting an example for others to follow. 
Nominations can be made by anyone who lives or works in Oxfordshire or who is representing an organisation in the 
public, voluntary and charitable or private sectors. All nominations will be treated in the strictest confidence and 
nominees should not be informed that they have been nominated as it can be very disappointing to raise expectations 
which are then not met. 
All nominations should be made on the downloadable form at https://bit.ly/3RoB58W which has been prepared for this 
purpose and should include the contact details of the nominee as well as the nominator together with a brief summary 
(400 words max) of the reasons why the nominee merits a High Sheriff’s Award. Nominations should arrive with the High 
Sheriff BY 5th JANUARY 2024 and sent via email to oxfordshire@highsheriffs.com or by post to Mrs Sally Scott, High 
Sheriff of Oxfordshire, The Limes, Shenington, OX15 6NH. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 5pm, Wednesday 13 December 2023, in the Melland Room.  
Present: Dermot Mathias (chair), Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Anne Millman, Julia Saunders and Mark Shayler. Also 
present Elizabeth Cooper (clerk) and David Hollick (lengthman), and district councillor Debra Dewhurst. Apologies were 
received from Jane Gibson, Lydia Inglis, district councillor Hayleigh Gascoigne and county councillor Sally Povolotsky. 
Blewbury Parish Council wishes everyone in the village a very happy Christmas and a prosperous 2024.   
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
All Blewbury planning applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in 
the ‘Parish’ section of the Blewbury website (www.blewbury.co.uk/parish/planning/), updated monthly. This also has 
links to the Vale’s planning site, with full details and plans for all applications. 
Responses to the District Council: 
P23/V2653/HH 1 Bohams Cottages Westbrook Street:  Single storey rear extension to replace existing, and alteration 
to parking area. BPC has no objection.  
P23/V2635/FUL Land at the end of Coffin Way:  Construction of a single dwelling and associated external works. BPC 
objects. Policy 1 of the NDP states (2) that development outside the existing built area of Blewbury will not be permitted, 
except for Rural Exception Sites. The built area of the village is defined by the boundaries of permanent, non-agricultural 
buildings located around the edge of the village, where such properties are directly connected to the village’s main, 
singular form. The built area…does not include: large gardens, paddocks and other undeveloped land in the curtilage of 
buildings on the edge of the settlement, where they provide a transition between the surrounding countryside and the 
built-up areas of the settlement. The existence of new houses at neighbouring Westbrook Farm should not change the 
Vale’s 2017 decision to refuse permission for a dwelling here, as they were built on land previously occupied by a farm 
and its associated buildings.  
MW.0098/22  Chilton Recycling Facility, Downs Lane, Chilton:  Application to vary condition 5 (development permitted 
by P22/V1914/CM), allowing a limited number of an additional 12 HGV movements outside of the permitted hours and 
days of operation. BPC has no objection. 
Decisions by the District Council:  
P23/V2094/HH 85 Dibleys  Resubmission of planning reference P23/V0560/HH to include amended parking 
arrangement and proposed dropped kerb. Granted.  
P23/V2079/HH & P23/V2046/LB  Orchard Dene House, Watts Lane  Rear Extension. Granted. 
P23/V1825/HH Ashbrook House, Westbrook Street  Construction of an annexe tied to Ashbrook House. Granted. 
Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com  
NEED TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS?  
Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End 
Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens 
Lydia Inglis Chapmans, Nottingham Fee Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road 
Jane Gibson 5 Westbrook Green Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields 
Dermot Mathias The Old Mill, Berry Lane Elizabeth Cooper (Clerk) 07968 772935 or blewburypc@gmail.com 

The next PC meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 10 January 2024, in the Melland Room at the Clubhouse.  
VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
As we head towards Christmas, this will be our last update of the year. It’s been a busy end to 
the year for us. This month the VoWHDC has been finalising the ‘preferred options’ for our Joint 
Local Plan with South Oxfordshire District Council. The Joint Local Plan will guide the kinds of 
new housing and jobs needed and where they should go, informing planning application 
decisions for the districts. Consultation on the preferred options will open in the near year for 
residents and parish councils to comment on. 
We know residents are very concerned about healthcare locally, as are we. This month Debra 
spoke at the Oxfordshire Joint Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee meeting to raise the 
issue of healthcare provision in and around the Didcot area. She also challenged Dan Leveson, 
the Place Director for the Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West Integrated Care 
Board (BOB ICB) to give reassurances that the health centre planned for Great Western Park 
(GWP) will be built and asked him what is causing the delay. We are currently awaiting a response from Mr Leveson in 
writing and will share that when we have it.  
Whether you are celebrating Christmas or just taking a break, we wish you and your families an enjoyable and restful 
festive period. We hope that you can spend much-needed time with your loved ones, and we wish you happiness and 
good health for the new year ahead.  Merry Christmas!  
We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities and general council news. Please get in touch with 
any issues or concerns via email: hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk 
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Autumn Leaves The dates for January 2024 Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room at Blewbury Village Hall, at 2pm are:-  
January 2nd, 16th and 30th. For further information call Cilla Maguire (01235 851966). If anyone would like to join 
Autumn Leaves, please contact Cilla on the above phone number. We would welcome any new members. 
Astons Online’s January 2024 round table webinar using Zoom will be 10:30 on Tuesday 9 January. Book your 
place at theastonsonline@gmail.com to talk about anything you like; what you did online for Christmas perhaps? 
Astons Online’s January 2024 in-person event in Astons Village Hall (OX119EQ) will be on Tuesday 16 January from 
10:00 to 12:00. We’ll talk about any issue you like and perhaps touch on festive season scams? 

Website: www.astonsonline.uk     email: theastonsonline@gmail.com 
FLYING SQUAD  Number 07891 768197  If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be put through 
to voicemail and you will hear a message which starts – ‘Hello, this is the Blewbury Flying Squad phone ……’ and you will be 
prompted to leave a message. Wait for the beep at the end of the message and give your name and telephone number and 
you will be phoned back as soon as possible. Please speak clearly. Please note that the Flying Squad is a voluntary service 
that relies entirely on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, so we need as much notice as possible to arrange a 
driver. Please also note that journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad. 
 

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays: 9am-3pm. Tuesdays and Fridays: 8.30 am - 12 noon and 2.30 - 5 pm. 

(For Christmas/New Year opening hours, see December Bulletin) 

 
 

                      VILLAGE DIARY for Christmas Week 2023 Page 
Sunday 24 10.30am-Noon Hand in presents for Santa’s sleigh at Blewbury Pre-school 3,13 
Sunday 24 5.45 pm Crib Service, St Michael’s church 10 
Sunday 24 6.30 pm Santa’s sleigh and carols, Playclose 3,13 
Tuesday 26 10 am Register for Boxing Day Walk. Parade at 10.30. Walk 11.00, Village Hall 3,13 
   VILLAGE DIARY for January 2024 Page 
Monday 1 10.30 am Roger Cambray memorial walk to Aldworth and back from the Pound 3,13 
Tuesday 2 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Friday 5 6 pm Deadline for Bulletin Christmas Puzzle entries  9 
Sunday 7 10an-noon Christmas tree recycling, Savages car park 2 
Monday 8 9.30-11 am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 5 
Tuesday 9 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 7 
Tuesday 9 8 pm Local History Group, Robinson’s, Parsonage Lane 17 
Wednesday 10 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21 
Tuesday 16 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Wednesday 17 7.30 pm Deadline for February Bulletin – Swallows, Church Road  
Sunday 21 2.30 pm Dedication of Methodist church war memorial, Cemetery lychgate 5 
Wednesday 24 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: ‘The History of Antique Fans’, Vale Room 6 
Monday 29 8 pm SB Talk: Space-based solar power, Melland Room 5,17 
Tuesday 30 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and immediately 
neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services, are not widely 
advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement of the products or 
services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes: 

• 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)    • 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)    • 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 
Artwork should be in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are advertising a village 
event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.  
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor in the first instance, either emailed to editor@blewbury.co.uk as a Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment, or typed/handwritten and delivered to Swallows, Church Road, Blewbury OX11 9PY. If your advertisement is 
accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin goes to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you 
will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make the appropriate arrangements. 
WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, which can be submitted in the same way as advertisements – see 
above. We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication 
must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The editor 
reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin. 

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk. 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Swallows, Church Road, Blewbury, OX11 9PY. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of published 
information, the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Call 01235 850337. 
Editor: Chris Whatmore, Swallows, Church Road, OX11 9PY tel 851055 editor@blewbury.co.uk. Local Distribution Manager: Kathy Edmunds, Wayside 
Cottage, Westbrook Street, OX11 9QA tel 850337 kathy_edmunds@btopenworld.com Postal & Email Distribution Manager: Helen White, Southbourne, 
Bessels Way, OX11 9NJ tel 850483 mail@daisyh.net Advertising Manager: Elizabeth Murphy, The White House, London Road, OX11 9PD tel 851244 
elizabeth.murphy52@gmail.com Treasurer: Rachael Richardson, Robinsons, Church Road OX11 9PY   Webmaster: Peter Willison, Fleetwith, Nottingham Fee, 
OX11 9PG tel. 850936 webmaster@blewbury.co.uk. 

 


