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BROOCH FOUND
Found at bus stop on Bessels Way: a colourful brooch. To reclaim it call

Brenda on 01235 850181 and describe it. /‘\‘
74‘& ( } & J
CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH ‘e,

A football match is being organised to raise money for four local charities,
Blewbury Primary School, The Playgroup, The Tony Loy Trust and The The Blueberry
Oxfordshire Wildlife Rescue. The two pubs, The Blueberry and the Red Lion, The -
will go head-to-head in an 11-a-side football match to raise money for these vs Red Llon

amazing charities. All are welcome to come watch the game, kick-off is 3pm saturday

on Saturday 6th April at the Blewbury Clubhouse, Bohams Road.

Beer, Wine and soft drinks will be available to purchase before and during April 6th

the game. The event is CASH ONLY, so can people please ensure they bring -
cash to the game, as all money raised at the event will go to charity. We Kle osf @ 3pm
hope to see you all there and may the best team win. The Blewbury Clubhouse.

NEW WASTE COLLECTION CALENDARS Boham’s Road

April sees a couple of irregularities in the weekly bin collection. Firstly, the ?\m:k:':v:“:b‘le“
collection that would normally be made on Friday 5th will in fact be made | = > ‘& v @/ re™*

on Saturday 6th. Also, for registered brown bin users, there Will DE @ ChANCE | he siewsury iy Scnoot 1oe posaroun Toe ony Loy Truse
later in the month to put out twice the usual amount of green waste. Thanks - Orforaene Mo esene.

to the split calendar system that applies to Blewbury, details of these collections will vary according to which bit of
the village you live in. To get the info that's relevant to you, you’ll need enter your postcode
at whitehorsedc.gov.uk/wastecalendar or call Biffa on 03000 610610.

FUNDS URGENTLY NEEDED
f?ﬁﬁmiﬁm Here we are, already in the middle of Spring, with no sign of economic improvement on the
horizon in the country. We continue to receive a steady flow of requests for financial help
United Charities from local people who find themselves unable to make ends meet. Looking ahead, we are
of the Ancient Parish of Blewbury ~ going to struggle to help as many individuals and families in Blewbury, Upton and the Astons
as we would like, unless we can generate more funds.
If anyone of you out there in the community feel able to help by donating any amount, small or large, we would be
extremely grateful. You can do this through our Just Giving page www.justgiving.com/ucab. Thank you very much in
advance, and if you have any questions, please do get in touch with us by email unitedcharities@outlook.com.
United Charities of the Ancient Parish of Blewbury Registered Charity No: 203538
The winning numbers for the March Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as
Blewbury Pl’Q-SChOOl follows: 1st - 085; 2nd - 030; 3rd - 066. In February, the prize fund of £187.50 was
A . \ 2 EO 0 T T shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners and £187.50 was raised for
N X Blewbury Pre-School. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our
) /' members for their continued support. Membership spaces are available - to be
UG LUCAR A ososmzio @Y 3 part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from
www.blewburypreshool.co.uk - also available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk

SPRING FORWARD...
Now that we’ve moved into the half of the year when the days are longer than the nights, British Summer Time is
once again upon us. At 1 am on Sunday March 31st (Easter Day), clocks go forward one hour.

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared.
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blewbury building

company

A
TOM SAVAGE

ROOFING & BUILDING LTD.

07817 252775

01235 850579 | 07808 401554
I S A AN www.blewburybuilding.co.uk

Meryl computer doctor stutor || Woodway B&B

technical expertise with the human touch Serviced accommodation with
off-street parking & wi-fi
Setup PC, Apple, tablet, phone, internet, printer Self-service continental-style

Fix technical & user problems, big or small

Learn getting started, new skills, better ways breakfast

For availability email

07794 656607 - info@woodwaybandb.co.uk or call Matt
N or Marianne on 07496 306186

www.woodwaybandb.co.uk

info@computertutorabingdon.co.uk
www.computertutorabingdon.co.uk

PR ~ - Did you
“Oxfordshire’s award winning local  wdepen:

Landscaping, Mowing,

3 3 independent garage”
Strimming T: 01235 850707
Apple Landscaping & Pl‘Op erty Services e o e e e e N

Dbeen serving local motorists in Didcot & South Oxfordshire for over 30

Decorating, Floor & Wall

Property Solutions

Build Tiling, Kitchen & s i
Design Bathrooms PVC Windows, |
and Extensions & Alterations ;
Renovate NoJob toSmall ||
Call now for a free no obligation quote TEE #RMI =i w o
07866 481808 == osnieas
graham-hammond@hotmail.co.uk V| e
s \

| WitCetera Wordoku Puzzle Books
GDI_ sudoku-style puzzles by Inverhythe Ltd

WitCetera WitCetera WitCetera WitCetera
; WORD- ASTEROID UPPERCASE [ENC
George Daniel Long MHort (RHS) MSGD MClIHort N inind e
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Garden Design and Horticultural Consulting
01235 850489
wwuw.georgedaniellong.com
SOCIETY OF @ The Association of
C’\artered_ lTs:J'.ute of Profess‘onal -
oesicuers Horticulture Unidicapiors www.mverhythe.co.uk
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MAUREEN POTTLE: FAREWELL TO A FRIEND AND FELLOW GARDENER

The remaining members of the former Village Produce Association were saddened to hear of the passing of our
dear friend Mo Pottle in January. She was an extraordinary lady who loved her garden and the village very much,
and her apple pies were legendary. Her late husband, Ken, was also a stalwart member of the VPA. RIP

BELL RINGING NEWS FROM BLEWBURY TOWER
\ '/-\ We are very much looking forward to the DUCK RACE on Easter Sunday at 12noon. It’s always a fun
Ny A ) event over in time for Sunday Lunch, leaving plenty of time for Egg Rolling in the afternoon. This is our
’\//" fundraiser for the year; the tickets are selling well and will be sold out by Easter Sunday so please
J

! : 2 make sure you have your tickets. They are on sale at Blewbury Post Office or by contacting either Gill

Loyd on 01235 850459 or Chris Cook on 07786 635062. We look forward to seeing as many of you as
possible, with lots of cheering for the intrepid ducks!

POST OFFICE NEWS

Spring has sprung in the post office and we now get a regular delivery of fresh Kitty’s eggs. You can also buy our

lovely local honey. We have a variety of sweet treats and Easter chocolate for sale so do come and have a look.

e From the 28th of March to the 14th of April we will be hosting the BLEWBURY EASTER TRAIL * : find the chicks
around Blewbury to win a treat. Pick up a map from the post office or the Blueberry pub. Maps are £2 per child
and every completed map can be exchanged for a treat at the end of the trail.

e Qur last few remaining tickets for the Annual Blewbury Duck Race are still on sale. The Duck Race takes place on
Easter Sunday so buy your tickets quick whilst you still can.

e From now on our opening hours have slightly changed and we will be closed on a Wednesday afternoon going
forward. Our new opening hours can be found on the back of this and future Bulletins, and via Google.

e Easter: We will be closed for the whole weekend including Good Friday 29th March and Easter Monday 1st April.

e School Easter Holidays: From April 2nd to 12th, we will be operating reduced hours of 9am - 12pm, Monday to
Friday. Thank you for your understanding during this time.

e Royal Mail have announced prices will be rising on the 2nd April 2024. The prices of 1st and 2nd class stamps
will both increase by 10p to £1.35 and £0.85 respectively. Stock up your stamps quick to save some pennies!

e We have a variety of special stamps in stock including Harry Potter, Spice Girls and many more. Another special
issue celebrating 100 years of commemorative stamps is being released on 16th April. You can also do all your
banking at the post office, including cash withdrawals, cash deposits and cheque deposits.

We look forward to seeing you in the post office soon. Thanks so much. Sarah, Karen and Andrew

OLD CLOTHES WANTED

| am holding a collection box for our friend on the bike, Andrew. He needs some men’s trousers, size 34, and some
t-shirts, jumpers and socks please, if you are having a clear out and have any you need to get rid of. I'm in the post
office on Tuesday or Friday for any donations, or leave on my doorstep, Tadcombe, Besselslea. Thank you. Karen

A BLEWBURY VILLAGE HALL NEWS
, We held a successful AGM, a big thank you to John Ogden who retired from the trustees
2\

N B committee, and a big welcome to Jill Allen for joining us. We are continuing to work on PR,
general maintenance and on the outside spaces, including a spring cleaning session sometime in April. It’s surprising
just how quickly those dirty marks appear on the walls! To book go to www.blewbury.co.uk/venues/village-hall or
email blewburyvillagehallbookings@gmail.com, or pick up a form from the post office.

== Dikot Food Back SR TIE

FOOD BANK DATES SATURDAY 29™ MARCH — MONDAY 8™ APRIL
The Didcot Emergency Foodbank is currently helping a larger than average number of needy families each session
due to very high demand and if you can help by giving even one item it will make a difference. Please do help if
you are able. The collection boxes are outside the Charity School House on these dates or at The Post Office any
time. All the usual items will be welcome. Please make sure that all food is within its sell by date.
e Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade preserves
ALL DONATIONS ARE HUGELY APPRECIATED -- SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
CASH DONATIONS HOWEVER SMALL ARE VERY WELCOME - To make a cash donation on line visit
https:/churchsuite.co.uk/donate/and select Foodbank.
MANY THANKS - ST MICHAEL’S ACTION GROUP & DIDCOT FOOD BANK
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Opening Hours.
Wed/Thur from 5pm

Fri/Sat/Sun from 12 noon
Kitchen Hours

Thur (Street food) 5.30-8.30pm
Fri & Sat 12.30-2.30pm
And 6-9pm
Sun (Roast) 12.30-3.30pm

Tel: 01235 850 403

Larkmead "':

VETS

Outstanding
independent pet
care for
South
Oxfordshire

24 hours a day

RCYS

A CRIITED
PRACTICE
e

WOULD YOU LIKE
TO ADVERTISE IN
THE BULLETIN?

Find out how at
http://blewbury.co.uk/
contact/advertising/

Or check the back page of
this (and every) Bulletin.

Rates from as little
as £2 per monthly
insertion

bookings@theredlionblewbury.co.uk

www.theredlionblewbury.co.uk %
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Drum j¢

Landscaping

¢ Hard and Soft Landscaping * Fencing ¢ Garden Clearance
® Garden and Grounds Maintenance * Hedge Planting

® Hedge Cutting ® Grass Cutting ® Turfing ® Power Washing
* Winter Gritting ¢ Licensed Waste Carrier ¢ Insured

Call Nick - Home: 01235 859229
Mobile: 07922 701634
Email: ndrumlandscaping@gmail.com

Will Nutt

Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting,

ASTON TIRROLD CENTRE
FOR REFLECTION

Away Days and Quiet Days

Tree Servuces

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE
Tree Surgery « Tree Pruning
Crown Reduction « Crown Thinning
Hedge Reduction : Stump Grinding
Tree Surveys « Tree Planning

Wall & Floor Tiling, .Lamlnate Flooring, Workshops and Groups Soil Decompaction
General Maintenance,
7 : www.reflect.freeuk.com :
Landscaping & Fencing ) )
Tel - 01235 817346 / 07557 363517 Aston Tirrold United Reformed info@ringrosetrees.co.uk
Email - nutt.will@gmail.com Church, Spring Lane, Aston Tirrold WWW. nngmsetrees Co. Uk
J Roxborough Services

Establised local business for over 20 years

All aspects of plastering works undertaken

LISTED BUILDING WORK
LIME WORK
FULL DECORATING SERVICE PROVIDED

For a free estimate please contact
01235 851 624 // 07884456118

LONGPINE

Village Roofing
&
Property Maintenance

Sympathetic to character
properties.

FOC written quotations.

Re-roof and restorative
solutions, including flat
roofs.

oxon@longpine.co.uk

Tel: 01235 203881
Mob: 07909 931601

Providing Commercial & Residential
Maintenance Services
All building maintenance & small
building works undertaken.

*Full property renovations

+All aspects of plastering & rendering
*Floor & wall tiling

*Painting & decorating

*Brickwork repointing

*Flat roof renewal & roof repairs
*Bathroom& kitchen fitment

*Fascia & gutter replacement

*Free quotes, fully insured,
recommendations freely available

johnroxborough@hotmail.co.uk




ARTWEEKS EXHIBITIONS IN BLEWBURY & ASTON TIRROLD - SAVE THE DATES!

The 2024 Oxfordshire Artweeks festival runs throughout the month of May with over 400 venues to visit. This year
we have two exhibition venues in Blewbury and four in Aston Tirrold to inspire and entertain you!

Firstly in the Blewbury Clubhouse, five local artists: Josie Clouting (expressive landscapes), Lin Kerr (still life oil
paintings and floral watercolours), Julian March (hand thrown ceramics), Ellie Wong (semi abstract painting) and
Yvette Phillips (textiles and embroidery). Blewbury Clubhouse, Bohams Road, OX11 9HF: 18-27 May, 10am-3pm
(Weekends & Bank Holiday 10am-5pm)

Also in Blewbury we have Artweeks newcomer Anna De La Mare (animal, landscape painting and portraits). She is
at 59 Bridus Mead, Blewbury, OX11 9PJ: 18-19 & 24-27 May, 11am-6pm

In Aston Tirrold there are many artists spread across 4 venues, all of which are open 18-19 & 25-27 May, 11am-
6pm: Anna Dillon and Hedley Thorne (Heathersage, OX11 9DJ), Deb Sutcliffe and Caroline Vivian (Finches, OX11
9DD), Helen Young, Giulia Valentini, Mandy Reid and Pippa Smith (Springfield House, OX11 9DD) and Susanna
Brunskill and Lucy Burletson (Twitten, OX11 9DQ). For further information visit www.artweeks.org

BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY

Thank you to everyone who came to Comedy Night and made the evening so enjoyable and
such a success. The tickets sold out within three days, and we are very grateful for the
amazing support for this event. Paddy Lennox (our compere) never fails to deliver, and we
were treated to three fantastic comedians. A huge thank you to everyone who helped us set
up, run the bar, and clear up.

Easter Egg Rolling, Sunday 31st March - The annual Easter Egg Rolling takes place on Easter Sunday, 31st March,
at 3 pm. This event is open to everyone — bring your decorated eggs to the chalk pits (head up the footpath on the
village side of Tickers Folly Field and you’ll find us!) Prizes for the best decorated eggs and longest rolls (see the
separate advert in this issue, designed by Elphin Lloyd-Jones).

Blewbury Garden Market returns from Saturday 11th May - The Blewbury Garden Market will be back for its 15th
year on Saturdays at 9:15-11:00 on the garage forecourt from 11th May. The BGM gives Blewbury people an
opportunity to sell excess home-grown or home-made produce and plants, to promote local food and reduce waste.
We welcome all types of home produce for sale, including fresh fruit and vegetables, cut flowers, all kinds of
seedlings, bedding plants and perennials, free-range eggs and home cooking including preserves such as jams and
chutneys, bread, cakes and biscuits. Producers set their own prices for their sale items. A 10% levy is taken by
Blewbury Garden Market to cover our costs. See the BVS Facebook page for more information.

BVS and Parish Council AGM, Wednesday 15th May - The combined BVS and Parish Council AGM will be held on
Wednesday 15th May at 7 pm in the Village Hall. All are welcome to attend.

Blewbury Beer Festival, Saturday 18th May - Organisation for the 2024 Beer Festival is in full swing. We have twelve
interesting locally sourced beers and cider for the connoisseur as well as wines and the Gin Bar. There will be live
entertainment throughout the day as well as food served by the PTA from 4pm. All profits will be supporting the
Blewbury Pre-School, Unicef Ukraine appeal and the BVS. For more information, please take a look at our new
website https://www.blewbury-beer-festival.co.uk. If anybody would be willing to join the rota for the day, please
contact us through the volunteer page on the website.

Blewbury Summer Dance: Saturday 22nd June - The annual Summer Dance will take place on Saturday 22nd June
at Ashbrook House with music from the brilliant McFunky. This is a great evening to get together in a beautiful
setting with your village friends and beyond. See next month’s Bulletin for more information on how to buy tickets.

APRIL ROAD CLOSURES

6 to 8 April: Hagbourne Road, Aston Upthorpe will be completely closed for water management works. This means
that access to the Astons from Blewbury during this period will be only be possible via the A417.

8 to 11 April: The Park Road link between Didcot and West Hagbourne will be closed from 05:00 to 18:00 each day
to facilitate surface dressing works.

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING WALK

Flexicare is a charity providing a specialised sitting service for registered families with a severely disabled child (and
their siblings) in Oxford, Abingdon and Wantage and the surrounding villages. Join us at 9:00am on Sunday, 19" May
2024, when we return to Snells Hall in East Hendred, OX12 8LA for our annual community fundraising walk. The
walk is an amazing event, bringing together people of all generations and walks of life. Routes of varying lengths
(including two wheelchair/buggy accessible options) are available to walk, run or cycle, some taking in the glorious
views from the Ridgeway. Refreshments are available en route and at the Hall and dogs on a lead are welcome. To
register, or to find out more, visit www.flexicare.org/events or contact admin@flexicare.org

Donations can be made in advance via our website www.flexicare.org/donate or by cash or card at the event.
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—Concrete Pumping Utd—— T

READY MIX CONCRETE & PUMP HIRE

¢ Ready Mix Concrete Supplier — fleet of 4 — 8m trucks
® Any quantity from 1m to 100m+ a day / Same Day / Next Day a Possibility
¢ Concrete Pump Hire 20— 36m line & Boom Pumps (Discount for Pump & Supply)

¢ Supplier of Interlocking Concrete Blocks

01235 851523
www.shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk
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office@shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Fully Qualified, Providing a High Quality Service, Free
Quotations, Fully Insured

GARY CUDDON

9 Harwood Road East Hagbourne
Didcot
Oxfordshire OX11 9LX

garycuddon@aol.com
Mobile 07827752904
Home 01235510680
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PILATES CLASSES in E. Hagbourne
Tuesdays & Fridays 12.45 and 2.00

principalpilates.com
carolinehunt@btinternet.com
07758 814578

BUSINESS OWNERS
On average take 11 days less

holiday than their teams

If you're working harder than your
staff - Let's talk
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www.outside-ideas.com

At Outside ideas we're on a mission
to help people & businesses grow

07818 388 642

S J Keats Builder

Property maintenance /
improvements, renovations, brickwork
and pointing, painting and decorating,

patios, roof repairs, wall and floor
tiling, small extensions, plastering.

Fully insured, established 1991
keatsorchard@aol.com

07962 271926, 01235 834342
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J J Woodage

ALL ASPECTS OF GROUNDS MAINTENANCE INCLUDING
ALL TREE WORK * CERTIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree pruning ¢ Tree removal
Crown lifting 4 Crown reduction
Hedge cutting + Hedge reduction
Garden clearance + Garden renovation
A professional and reliable service at an affordable price

Tel: 01235 766893 Email: woodagetrees@gmail.com

01235 359327
07583 371198

b/" BEAUTY ESSENTIALS

beautyessentialsoxon.co.uk
5 Lostock Place, Didcot, OX11 7XT

* [l beautyessentialsoxon (© beautyessentials_didcot
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152 Locksmiths
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Locked Out

Key Snapped or Lost
Faulty Locks

Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

24 Hour Emergency Locksmith Service

www.cppm.org.uk
email: colinpizzie@btinternet.com

tel: 01235 239068 / 07760 537147




As we launch ourselves into Spring (at last!) we find ourselves busy with exciting plans. We already have two events in the
calendar for 2024 and exciting news for 2025. Here are a few dates for your diaries...

Friends Evening - A night of Blewbury films - 26 April, 2024

This will be held in the Village Hall on Friday 26 April. We will show all the short films from the recent Song for Europe, which
were hilarious and people said they'd like to see again, as well as films from previous revues and live and on-line shows. It's
sure to be an evening of fun and nostalgia. The evening, which is free to our Friends of Blewbury Players, will include wine
and gossip. Roger Colebrook, our Friends Secretary, will be contacting our Friends about tickets. To become a Friend and
get priority booking for Blewbury Players’ productions and an annual entertainment and newsletter, please contact of Roger
at bpfriends123@gmail.com. Subscription is £15 and is renewable on 1st May 2024. If you subscribe for 2024/25 before 26
April you will have a complimentary month and invitation the Friends’ Evening.

The Caucasian Chalk Circle at Orchard Dene Garden Theatre - 17-20 July, 2024. Directed by Erica
Harley. This modern translation provides an alternative and more accessible version than the more
traditional text. “A gem of a play. This is full of action, humour, music, and emotion... a wonderful story
performed by a gang of actors - in a new translation”.

Box office — Tickets will be available online at www.blewburyplayers.co.uk. Priority booking for Friends
opens 5 June (using a code that will be sent to them). General Box Office opens 7 June.

Puss In Boots — January 2025

We are excited to confirm that we will be performing another pantomime in 2025! This has been written and will be directed
by Blewbury’s very own Andy Jarvis.

Puss In Boots Auditions — September 2024, more details soon.

For updates on all our events please refer to www.blewburyplayers.co.uk, or visit us on Facebook or Instagram. Anyone who
would like to get involved in our plans please email us at blewburyplayers@gmail.com

BLEWBURY WI NEWS

( Wednesday 24 April is our regular monthly meeting 7.30 pm in the Vale Room. We will hear about “A day
\ on the life of a Metropolitan Police crime scene investigator”. The television abounds with dramas
W involving ‘Crime Scene Investigations’ - have you ever wondered about what this actually entails?
Discover what happens behind the crime scene tape and learn about the science involved as Hayley Scott
tells us about forensics, DNA and fingerprints.
A fresh new committee will be launching after our Annual meeting on 27 March, when we hope to welcome new
committee members. Being a member in Blewbury WI gives you so many opportunities to get out and about and
make new friends. Being on the committee is very rewarding and you get a chance to have a say on what we’d like
to get up to... Do you remember when Blewbury WI did our very own ‘Calendar Girls’ calendar? Just ask - you might
get a peek at that historic document!
Come as a visitor in April — no commitment — see if you fancy it. If you’d like to join any of the regular events listed
below contact our Secretary Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.

Calendar of events
Monday afternoons 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon
Wednesday 3 April 7pm Evening Scrabble Lyn
Friday 5 April 7pm Craft evening Karen
Tuesday 9 April 2.30pm Rummikub Susanne
Thursday 11 April 10.30am Coffee morning Trish
Tuesday 16 April 2.30pm Afternoon Scrabble Jane
Friday 26 April 7pm Book Club Karen

BRIDGE CLUB

Wantage Thursday evening Realbridge sessions will be on April 4th and the 18th. Blewbury sessions will be on the
11th and 25th. We will try to run Friday evening Social Bridge sessions through April, provided there are sufficient
pairs, before suspending them for the summer. So, hopefully, the dates will be April 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th.
Oxfordshire Bridge Association are running a Cafe bridge event in Abingdon on Tuesday 21st May in aid of Sobell
House. Please see the OBA website for further details. Michael Allen 851870

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
U 3 A D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall.
Learn, laugh, live Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining. On 16 April there will

be a talk entitled Coaches & Coach Horns, from the Golden Age to the Present Day by Colin Pawson. For details
email chairman@didcotu3a.org or secretary@didcotu3a.org or visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot.




Dreaming of Africa?

We offer bespoke self-drive or guided journeys to South Africa,
Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe.
We donate 100% of our profits to African educational institutions.

Founded, owned and operated by a Blewbury resident.

www.whereitallbegan.co.za

Dergratiged. cnty, prionn W

JACKIE’S CARE

Warm and friendly self-employed
carer available. Experienced in
dementia and complex care need.
Services include: ¢ Support with medication ® Personal
Care * Meal Preparation ® Companionship ¢ Supporting
clients to live independently in their own homes
Hours: Monday to Friday 9am - 8pm

Hourly rates between £18-£20 depending on the level
of care clients require.

Email angelheights16 @yahoo.co.uk
Mob 07712 455093

Shaun Guar
TV & WIFI SERVICES

M Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved

L8

M Internet - black spots cured, internal & external data cables installed

W TVs-

M Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation ‘
hung on your wall or set up & tuned |

£OXFORD AERIALS

I ®  Carpet Cleaning
cleansmart | . Upholstery Cleaning
trained technician e  Mattress Cleaning
Checjf:;m{;;ae.com * Rug Cleanmg
whereepuainmaters @ Carpet Repairs
07961 511903 188,08 0. ¢

Josh@ jfkleen.co.uk www.jfkleen.co.uk
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= MC Property Solutions

0774 624 1284

Extensions * Renovations * Kitchens
Bathrooms + Carpentry
And all associated building works
Instagram @mcpropertysolutions

Email mcpropertysolutions1969 @gmail.com

EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL
DECORATORS

Interior work including paper
hanging and exterior. Fully insured.

For quick, free quotations call:
David on 01491 836796 or
Alistair on 07745 906998

Didcot Home Care Ltd

Need a little extra help at home?
Personal Care / Shopping
Pet Care / Overnight

Family run domiciliary care company providing high
quality care services. Just let us know what you need.
Call any time to speak with Tori or Pete.

01235603858 Tori@DidcotHomeCare.co.uk
www.DidcotHomeCare.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Care Quality Commission

8

* PEST ™

WIZARERS

YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE

o WASPS & ALL INSECTS A

RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 - info@pestwizards.co.uk




B Sustainable Blewbury
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www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

Thanks to everyone who came to help plant the 280 whips making up the new hedge at the Nature Reserve on 9
March. Now to watch it grow. Next volunteering sessions are on 6 and 27 April from 0930 to 1200. And thanks to
the 13 litter-pickers on 16 March. We collected about 22 sacks of
rubbish from the ditches alongside the roads; fewer than last year
because there was less rubbish to pick up. We have overcome the
backlog but how do we stop it being dropped in the first place?
Celebrating one year of the Nature Reserve and AGM, Weds 24
April 8pm, Melland Room (Blewbury Clubhouse)

Glen Meadows and Martin Latham will talk on “Blewbury Nature
Reserve: the first year” and show photos of what wildlife has been
seen or we expect to see in the coming months as well as showing
what our great volunteers have done. Free refreshments.
Following the talk, John Ogden, chair of the Trustees, will give a
short report on SB’s past year and his vision for the coming year. s
It is an opportunity find out more about SB and to give your ideas about new projects. Everyone invited.

Repair café, Sun 28 April, 2 to 4pm, Village Hall

Bring your household items including clothing, electrical, clocks and gardening articles for mending and bikes for
fixing for free. Refreshments available. Donations welcome to cover costs. Thanks to all our volunteers who come
to do the fixing!

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE
FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TELNO.
QUALCAST 1500W Electric Hover Mower _ SoniaEvans 850170
soniaevansl@btinternet.com

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com)

If you want to know more about Sustainable Blewbury and become a supporter to receive occasional
newsletters, email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

BLEWSHED NEWS
DIY for beginners: We look forward to welcoming back our DIY beginners for their third session on 26th and 28th
March, when they will find out how to tackle simple DIY home plumbing jobs. There are still a few places available,
and the sessions are open to anyone. although priority will be given to those who have attended before.
Community Projects: Thanks to the tireless work of Dick Street and his team throughout the winter and early spring
the cricket club mower refurbishment is almost complete. We expect a test run will be possible very soon.
BlewShed products: Some garden trugs and wood-turned cake stands will be reappearing on sale at Savages and
are ready to go on sale at the village garden produce stall when it re-opens for the new season. New items this year
will be bat boxes, garden trays , boot removers and a mini version of our popular full-sized trug.
Meetings: A full house of members with tools to sharpen came to BlewShed's evening of grinding and sharpening
techniques, ranging from the humble whetstone for gardening implements to a state of the art, hi-tech, plane iron
sharpening system demonstrated by Mike Magnay. Members went away with their favourite chisels in good
working order again and BlewShed's set of set chisels is re-sharpened, ready for use.
April's meeting will feature a hands-on session on woodturning, helping attendees to become adept with that most
versatile turning tool, the skew chisel. Date: Tuesday 9th April, 7.30pm. All welcome, you don't need to be a
member - come and have a go at turning some spindles. You'll get plenty of guidance.
Donation: A big thank you to Shirley Smith for donating many of her late husband Ron's tools to BlewShed. Ron
was a member of Didcot Woodturners and would have been pleased to see his tools put to good use again.
BlewShed opening times and membership: Tuesday and Saturday afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm and Thursday
afternoons 2.00-4pm for electronics sessions, non-dusty work and a chat. Friday afternoons by arrangement.
BlewShed annual individual membership subs are £25, or £37.50 for a family, which includes expert advice from
members and use of a well-equipped metal, woodworking and electronic workshop.
Aims: BlewShed is there to help members learn various woodwork, metalwork and other practical techniques, so
come along and acquire some new skills, or just have cuppa and chat.
Everyone is welcome to club night meetings on the second Tuesday of the month. We look forward to seeing you.
Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/




News from St. Michael®s

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267

How to contact us: -

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from
9.00-2.30 pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email
office@churnchurches.co.uk. Website www.churnchurches.co.uk

- Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by
= contacting the office via email or on the office number.

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267 office@churnchurches.co.uk

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730 revlouiseb@aol.com

Revd John Clarke 01235510073 jphclarke@gmail.com

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk

Services at St Michael’s Blewbury for April 2024

T Sunday 7" Second Sunday of Easter
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age service
T Sunday 14" Third Sunday of Easter
10.30 am Parish Eucharist
Followed by the APCM at noon
Thursday 18" 10.00am MU Holy Communion
T Sunday 21t Fourth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am Taizé Service
T Sunday 28" Fifth Sunday of Easter
10.30 am Village Service

In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every
Sunday via the link https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice.
We also have online Compline at 8pm during weekdays via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.

Everyone is invited to the mid-week communion service every Wednesday at 10am at St Andrew’s
Hagbourne as well as the Mothers’ Union communion service on the third Thursday of the month
here in Blewbury. We can also bring home communion to those who are unable to attend a service in
person.

The Drop-In Coffee Morning
Every Wednesday 10.30am to 12noon,
Benefice Centre (“Church Office”), Blewbury

Allwelcome to drop in for coffee & a chat.
Run by the Churn Branch of the Mother’s Union

w7 Home Communion is available to anyone who is unable to get to church through sickness or
Jf frailty, either for a short time or on a long term basis.

If you, or anyone you know, would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please contact
Elaine in the office who will arrange it.
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Now the Green Blade Riseth

What a joy it is to see the signs of Spring all around us! The blossom, the
birdsong, the new growth all around. We are fortunate indeed to live in
such a beautiful area of the country.

For Christians, the celebration of Easter is above all the celebration of
new life. We think of Jesus’ death on the Cross, commemorated on Good
Friday, and his Resurrection to new life on Easter morning. The flowers
and greenery which decorate churches at this time of year provide a
beautiful visual reminder that Eastertide is all about new life.

A few days or so before Jesus was arrested and then crucified, he spoke the following words to his
followers:

”Very truly, | tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (John’s Gospel Chapter 12, verse 24).

Many Easter hymns pick up this theme of new life. One of my favourite is the hymn which starts “Now
the green blade riseth from the buried grain”. Perhaps you now the hymn. Itwas written by J.M.C. Crum,
a Church of England priest, and was first published in 1928. It is usually sung to an old French tune
known as “Noel Nouvelet”.

If you have a chance, do listen to a recording of this hymn. The combination of words and music does
a marvellous job of communicating something of the joy of Spring, and also the hopefulness which is
at the heart of the Christian festival of Easter. Yes, Jesus died; but Jesus rose again, and is alive today!
So let me finish by quoting these words from the hymn:

“Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain,
Quick from the dead, my risen Lord is seen:
Love is come again,

Like wheat that springeth green.”

My prayer for us all is that during this Easter season we will experience once again God’s gift of new
life — that we will see new beginnings all around us and have a real sense of hope for the future.

- Father Jason

BeSpace at Blewbury school 29th April - 1st May

Making time for prayer and/or reflection/contemplation

BeSpace is a Christian charity based in Oxfordshire that equips churches to run prayer and reflection
spaces for their local schools and in the wider community. There will be 10 sessions of about 45
minutes each with groups of up to 16 students. The timetable of each session will be introductory
talk explaining about prayer/reflection/contemplation (about 10 mins) then an opportunity in small
groups of 3 or 4 students spend time with an adult experiencing all 4 activities (4 x 5 mins) and a final
plenary where the students are encouraged to feedback on their experiences (10 mins).
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PLEASE - please contact Elaine in the office if you can help.

Food Bank Collection ‘ SATURDAY 30 MARCH - MONDAY 8 APRIL

The Didcot Emergency Foodbank is currently helping a larger than average
number of needy families each session due to very high demand. If you can help
by giving even one item it will make a difference.

Drop off at the Old School House between the dates above or at the Post Office
anytime.

Your generosity would very much be appreciated!

Many thanks, St Michael's Action Group
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COFFEE & KIDS!

Our April session is a little delayed as we do not usually have a session in school holidays. With summer term
starting we meet again on Monday 15th April. We welcome all bumps! babies & toddlers, along with parents,
grandparents and carers.

We meet in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall, 9.30am - 11am. A friendly and safe place to enjoy the company
of others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys, learning to play together. We finish
the session with songs and action rhymes. A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our costs. Mothers' Union

hosts look forward to welcoming you. Louise - 07837 009730
Spiril 8€ Y094

EGG ROLLING
New yoga classes starting in April. A gentle,

stimulating class focusing on connecting
your breath and body. Beginners welcome.

£10 per class in advance cash, card or bank transfer.
Wednesdays 10-11.15am Thursdays 6.15-7.30pm
Classes start 3rd & 4th April

Blewbury’s Arzlxnual Competition
FREE ENTRY. PRIZES FOR THE LONGEST ROLL AND BEST DECORATED EGG
EASTER SUNDAY, 31st MARCH
s pm @ THE CHALK PITS

Contact Evi Holroyd to book & for more info:
eviholroyd@yahoo.co.uk 07749 499146

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICING & REPAIR

X Everything from strimmers

and chainsaws to push and =%

Garden clearance « General building maintenance

2 _ + Strimming « Decorating
ride-on mowers * Hedge cutting * Hardwood flooring
* Mowing (installation & maintenance)

Based in Blewbury

Based in Blewbury
07818 665440
james.bvestate@gmail.com

Contact James Brown
07818 665440

james.bvestate @gmail.com

ALLO TAXIS DIDCOT

Yoga Class

Tuesdays 6.45pm - 7.45pm o =
Blewbury Village Hall T X " l\ ‘
LA Ry 11

A mindful blend of traditional hatha, vinyasa, yin
& meditation to find your inner calm, flexibility

and strength of body and mind.
Suitable for all adults & teens.

121s Also Available

MW@(V withy Emma
-

Elz For more info & booking
please scan here or email

[=lx
yogawithemmahorwill@gmail.com

Allo Taxis Didcot and South Oxfordshire
provides transfers to major airports and ports
in the UK, including Heathrow « Gatwick
- Birmingham. Luton - Standsted - Bristol
« Southampton port Dover port and others
in very competitive price.

=~

CD|visa| dry | B | (3

www.allotaxididcot.com

Call: 01235 603055

Email: allotaxibooking@gmail.com
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MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss Removal & Roof Cleaning
Brickwork Cleaning

Patio & Driveway Cleaning
Solar Panel & Skylight Cleaning
Installation of Bird Protection

Enhance the appearance of
your property with our
quality assured, friendly service

01865 362797
info@mossinator.co.uk




FROM OUR CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT

There'’s a fascinating little leaflet that’s being distributed here by the Invasive Species Council of BC that lists 28 of
the most unwanted horticultural plants that grow here, along with recommended alternatives. | fear that British
horticulturalists are largely to blame for a lot of these, some of which will surprise you.

English Ivy (as it is called here) Hedera helix, is at the top of the list for its alleged tree killing and ground smothering
properties, and it is ripped out whenever we find it, despite its yellow blossom being a useful snack for hungry
insects when there is not a lot else around, as well as providing a home for useful over-wintering insect predators.
There’s a lot of conflicting advice on the Internet about it too, but Salal is our local alternative, a hardy low-growing
bush that’s also great in flower arrangements. Buddleia, an untidy shrubby tree is alleged to be a favourite of
butterflies, which spreads like wildfire in the most inhospitable of places; recommended alternatives are
Philadelphus (Mock Orange, which also smells delicious) or the flowering currant Ribes sanguineum.

English Holly is another shrub or tree that seems to pop up everywhere as its berries are consumed by birds and
subsequently emerge as new plants (prickly to deal with!). A useful alternative (and native to our West Coast) is
Oregon Grape (Berberis aquifolium), still prickly but with attractive blue berries. Common Comfrey is also on the
list, which is a blow to me because of its wonderful use as a compost activator on account of its high nitrogen
content, so | shall continue to grow it but just not let it go to seed. Nettles are similarly useful, and Borage, they
just need to be kept under control.

The beautiful Yellow Flag Iris is not to be grown either; instead we should choose the Virginia Iris or the Oregon Iris
(both purple). Obviously there are the usual suspects that we don’t want in our gardens at any price, such as
Himalayan Balsam, Knotweed, Purple Loosestrife and a lot of the Spurges (which have nasty sap), but some
unexpected additions are Periwinkle (Vinca minor) which forms dense mats and crowds out other groundcover
plants, Foxgloves, Oxeye Daisies and Bachelors Buttons (aka Corflower) — where would our wildflower meadows be
without these, | wonder? And Baby’s Breath, beloved by florists for its frothy addition to bouquets, is also disliked;
the recommended alternative, Achillea millefolium, does not have the same ethereal appearance. Waterlilies are
on the list, because they interfere with oxygenation in the water and can block too much light on ponds, which in
extreme cases can cause flooding. Who knew? Angela Hoy (angelahoy23@gmail.com)

LETTER FROM DAVID JOHNSTON MP

Being an MP involves a lot of travel across the length and breadth of my constituency from my home in Didcot and
this means | know first-hand that the state of the roads across our area is not good enough. | launched my Roads
Survey last year and I’'m grateful to the almost 900 people who have filled it in. More than 80% of residents agreed
that our roads are poor quality. Flooding on the A417 and safety issues on the A420 and A34 were frequently
mentioned, and many people spoke about issues with congestion. | am meeting with the Roads Minister to share
the findings with him. From potholes to congestion to flooding and safety issues, it is clear that we need
improvements. We do not need blanket 20mph zones across our area — and the Government is rightly making clear
that these should be decided on a hyper-local basis with local consent. No-one objects to strict limits in areas near
schools or other sensitive areas but are they required across an entire town? Constituents regularly say no and 71%
of residents who filled in my Roads Survey agreed with the Government’s policies here. | have been taking action
since | was elected and have raised every issue that has been reported to me with the County Council and the
Highways Authorities, who are responsible for our roads. This has resulted in some issues being fixed but | think
everyone can agree that it should not take an MP writing a letter for this to happen. | have spoken about the need
to improve our local roads in 13 separate debates, met with the Roads Minister about it, and led a debate in
Parliament on safety issues on the A34 and A420. It’s not all about money, but the Government has also rightly
given the County Council millions in funding to help improve our roads and fix our potholes - including a substantial
increase of 30% for 2023/24. We need to see this used effectively. | will keep campaigning on this, but please fill in
my Roads Survey at www.david-johnston.org.uk/RoadsSurvey.

In other news, Didcot Powerhouse Fund celebrated their two-year anniversary, and | was pleased to attend the
launch of their new Impact Report and meet some of the local people who have received funding from them —
including great organisations like the Cornermen in South Moreton.

| also took senior managers from the Environment Agency to Steventon to talk about our flood defences and what
more can be done to prevent the flooding we have seen. Many constituents shared their thoughts with me ahead
of this and | raised various issues on their behalf, including concerns about the proposed reservoir. | will remain in
close contact with the Environment Agency and the Council.

Other highlights in recent weeks have included visiting Willowcroft School in Didcot, Williams Racing in Grove, the
Happiness Horse Box in Uffington, and Quantum Detectors in Harwell as well as holding a Pop-Up Surgery at Tesco
in Didcot. As ever, if | can help with anything then do please get in touch via david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
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S. C. Huart
B.Sc Grad., Dip. Phys., S.R.P., M.B.Ac.A., L.C.H.

Chartered Physiotherapist, Registered
Acupuncturist, Licensed Homeopath

at New Haven Clinic Blewbury
Muscleoskeltal, Arthritis, back pain,
sports injuries, headaches and stress,
fertility a speciality. For all the family’s
painful healthcare needs,
phone 01235 850399

WALTERS
€ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

24 hour emergency call-out
All types of electrical work, no job too small

Tel: 01235 817384

BLEWBURY

"ANB CAR WASH

|Operated by Spike Enterprise Ltd I Car 4x4

Bronze (Outside only) ............. £10 £15
Mini-Valet (Outside & Inside) ..... £20 £30
Gold (Exterior & Interior Valet) ... £40 £40
Platinum (See on-site notice) .... £80 £80
Shell Garage, London Road Blewbury HAND
OPEN 7 DAYS ¢or oam cony " |8 B CAR WASH
For bookings call 07988 801483 or 07455 225550

AREYOU STILL WAITING
FORTHAT ODD JOB
TO BE DONE?

TOO BUSY OR CAN'T DO D.LY.
Call Alan!
Alan Clark — Tel: 01235 851168

All work undertaken. No job too small.
Painting, Decorating, Tiling,
Laminate Flooring, General Maintenance

ANIMATED CLEANING
COMPANY

Domestic cleaners making . “
life easier. ‘

Fast, reliable and safe.
Insured.
DBS checked.

Call Jordan on: 07731 374871

n www.facebook.com/Animatedcleaningcompany

y ’th};

f

4

= .
Our Services
Our wide range of wellness treatments will

ensure a healthy lifestyle, less stress, better
productivity, stronger, immune system and 0

more LUMINATE

» Lymphatic drainage « Pregnancy treatments
« Holistic facials « Infrared sauna

» Meditation

Blewbury
Honhey

Natural, local honey. Can be
purchased directly at Huntsgrave
Farm, Woodway Road, or for orders
call or text Matt on 07817 955205
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40 years of repairing, servicing and selling all
types of garden machinery
We repair all types of petrol and battery driven machinery. New and
used garden machinery for sale. Demonstration area.
Delivery & collection service available.

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax, Cub Cadet,
Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood,
Wheelhorse. We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.

We are always busy, but never too busy to have your machine
ready within 7-10 days
Mon-Fri: 9.00am—4.00pm | Sat: 9.00am-12.00pm
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Abingdon OX14 4EZ
T: 01235 555115

E: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk




RUNNING FOR THE REGIMENT: MORE TALES FROM THE MILITARY

Itis 1961 and | am now 18 years old. | have been posted to West Germany as part of the British Army of the Rhine (BAOR),
which then comprised 4 Armoured Divisions with a total strength of 50,000 military personnel. | settle in and become a
member of my regiment’s athletics team, competing in the mile and three mile races. We spend weeks training for the
BAOR Athletics Championships in West Berlin.

On the 11" August our team set off for this event, catching the military train to West Berlin at Hanover. The journey is
about 155 miles but will take four to five hours, as the train will be travelling through East Germany. We are not allowed
to look out at the passing countryside because blinds on the carriage windows have to be kept down while we are
travelling through enemy territory. There are armed guards on the train in case of any trouble but the officer in charge
would have to get permission from the train commander to fire back if the train was attacked by the East Germans.
However the journey is uneventful and we arrive in the British Zone in West Berlin six hours later.

We have been billeted in the Olympic Stadium where the 1936 Olympic Games were held. This is the infamous Games
where Adolf Hitler boasted that the Aryan people were supreme in sports. His words rang hollow when Jesse Owens won
gold in the 100 and 200 metres, the 4x100 metres relay and the long jump. Hitler refused to shake hands or hand out
the medals to the athlete.

The next day, August 12th, we go into the city. British soldiers are allowed to travel in the Russian Zone but we decide
best not to go in case the East Germans and Russians thought we could be spying and arrest us. Anyway East Berlin is
very drab and still bears the scars of the damage done by the Russian Army in May 1945. During the night the East
German Government without any warning decides to close all crossing points from East to West Berlin. At first barbed
wire fencing is placed in position, to be quickly followed by a concrete block wall. This would eventually measure 155
kilometres long (96 miles) and 4 metres high (13 foot) and would remain in place till November 1989.

Despite all this the army championships are held over three days and | am picked to represent the regiment in the 5000
metres. However | do not perform well, finishing ninth in the final. In fact I’'m lapped by the winner, a soldier called Ernie
Pomfret, who went on to represent Great Britain in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. However the regiment performs well as a
team, coming third of the twenty regiments that competed.

When the championships are over, we travel back on the military train to Hanover without any trouble from the East
German army as we pass through the various checkpoints. Pat Warn

NATURE NOTES

In Blewbury we are all familiar with the streams that frequent our village. The gin-clear water and gentle babbling
nature of the Mill Brook meanders past our homes and open spaces. And like most rivers you can see it, touch it,
splash about in it, if so inclined. However, there is also a mysterious sub-set of rivers that are underground, lost to
our senses. Probably the most famous of the UK'’s ‘lost rivers’ are found in London; Fleet Street, once famous for
its newspapers (and Sweeny Todd!), is entirely built over the River Fleet. The river was used extensively by the
Romans and Anglo Saxons. But as it became more polluted and boat traffic declined it was slowly built over, starting
in the 1730s and ending in complete obscurity in the 1870s. Blewbury has its own lost, subterranean river, found
(the clue is in the name!) along Westbrook Street.

Over the past few months the old West Brook has re-appeared from underground and spilt out on to the road. But
what has caused this to happen? Blewbury lies along the spring line of a great chalk aquifer on the Wessex Downs.
The water in our village streams derives from this underground store of water. February 2024 was the wettest on
record, with 281% of the long-term average rainfall. Soil moisture deficits (a measure of how much water the soil
can hold) were at 0Omm, meaning there was no space in the earth for the water to go. This has led to exceptionally
high groundwater levels within the productive strata of the chalk aquifer. Not only have forgotten streams re-
appeared, but the groundwater has infiltrated and overloaded the aging sewage system of the village, with
devastating consequences for those impacted by raw sewage entering their properties and gardens.

Although groundwaters, by their very nature, are deep underground, they are not devoid of life. In fact, far from it!
A plethora of Crustaceans, Copepods and water mites, amongst many other species, can be found hundreds of
metres underground. These fall under the term ‘Stygobites’, the name being derived from the ancient underground
River Styx that marked the boundary between the living and the dead. Charon, the ferryman, would take the souls
across to Hades. Stygobites fit perfectly in this surreal underworld. Through evolution they have no need to see in
the utter darkness of the deep and have lost the use of their eyes. They are often ghostly pale, almost translucent.
In the cramped space deep underground, many species have become elongated as they feed upon sparse microbial
biofilms in the crevices below. Glen Meadows

NORTH MORETON BOOK SALE

The North Moreton book sale will be held on Saturday 6% April, 10am until 3pm in the Church. As usual, thousands of
books will be on sale, with all proceeds going to support the hall and church. Tea, coffee and homemade cakes will be
available. Free entry and car parking. Email northmoretonbooksale@gmail.com or call 01235 818900, or 07908 314771
if you have books to give, and the organisers will happily collect them in the weeks before the sale.
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Creative Catering Blewbury

We have moved!
Unit S9 Greenlands Farm Moulsford

All aspects of catering professionally presented
Weddings, Parties, Pig roasts, Buffets,
Funerals, Canape receptions & Business lunches

Over 25 years experience

For more information visit:
www.creative-caterer.co.uk
Find us on facebook at Creative Catering
Email — sheilaaustin@btinternet.com
Phone — 01235 850931 or 07743 368373

Pauline’s Personnel

All grades permanent and temporary office staff provided
(other types of staff — by arrangement)

Confidential correspondence typing/word processing
service, plus theses, reports, manuscripts etc. Mail
shots. Tapes transcribed. Fax and photocopying
service. General Book-keeping, Wages, V.A.T. and
P.A.Y.E. returns.

31 New Road, East Hagbourne, Didcot, Oxon OX11 9JX
Tel: (01235) 812067 Fax: (01235) 811480
E-mail: paulinecox31@gmail.com

A World of Dance for Children!
Excellent 5 Star Google Reviews!
Imaginative and engaging classes with:

¢ Musical Theatre ¢ IDTA Exams
* Freestyle * Super Fun
* Dance Shows Competitions

Classes Every Monday (Termtime)

3.30pm —4.10pm Sweet Pea Classes (4-6 years)
4.10pm - 5.00pm Poppy Classes (7-9 years)
5.00pm = 5.50pmpm Lily Classes (10- 12 years)
5.50pm — 6.40pm Tiger Lily Classes (13 years +)
Performance Squad — 6.45 — 8pm (by invitation only)
mail.com 07785 232862

http://bettybloomdance.co.uk

|bettybloomdance

Blewbury Brass Band

Rehearsals are held in the Band

Room, Bohams Road, Blewbury, 7.30 /4
to 9pm every Wednesday. All ages/ /4
levels welcome. Instruments
supplied. Very friendly group.

Band Room available for Hire
£8 per hour (min. 2 hrs). Large practice
room. Toilet but no kitchen or storage
facilities. Suit pop groups, theatrical
rehearsals, group meetings, etc.

Enquiries secretary@blewburybrassband.org

Family Farm Shop Established 1960
Greengrocer, Florist, Nursery, Giftware & Pet Food
The Nurseries, London Road, Blewbury, 0X11 9HB

01235 850352

savagesblewbury.co.uk

All aspects of heating, plumbing and gas work undertaken

Fully qualified and insured
o

Tom Houseman
Heating and Plumbing

*Boiler servicing, maintenance and installations

*Chimney sweeping and wood burner installations

*Bathroom design and installation
*Underfloor heating

*Water softeners

Smaller jobs (taps, toilets, showers etc)

Tel: 0791 773 3492

www.tomhousemanheatingandplumbing.co.uk

Wild 8
Wondgrjul®

Plant

e Design e Transform ) e Grow e

m )
-y |
B
S
Making dreams reality for 20years
01235835664 office@wildtowonderful.co.uk

CLf]

www.wildtowonderful.co.uk

— B
OXON LTD

CIVIL ENGINEERING - BUILDING
SURFACING CONTRACTORS

0330 043 6365

07730 000 836
WWW.SCSOXONLTD.CO.UK
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PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 6 March 2024, Melland Room, Blewbury Clubhouse.
Present: Dermot Mathias (chair), Andrew Calder, Jane Gibson, Anne Millman, Lee Robinson, Julia Saunders and
Mark Shayler. Also present Elizabeth Cooper (clerk), David Hollick (lengthman) and district councillor Hayleigh
Gascoigne. Apologies were received from Lydia Inglis, Sheila Austin and county councillor Sally Povolotsky.

Jane Gibson has resigned from the PC after kindly stepping up again last year following an unexpected exodus of
councillors. We are very lucky to have benefited from her knowledge and hard work for a while longer than she
would have liked...! The PC is hugely grateful for all her years of hard work on behalf of the residents of Blewbury.
The zip wire at Ticker’s Folly Field cannot be fixed until we have a longer period of better weather — this will be
completed as soon as possible. Speed indicator devices (SIDs) to help tackle the persistent problem of speeding on
both London Road and Bessels Way should be put up onto their metal poles over the coming 4-6 weeks.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

All Blewbury planning applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be
found in the ‘Parish’ section of the Blewbury website (www.blewbury.co.uk/parish/planning/), updated monthly.
This also has links to the Vale’s planning site, with full details and plans for all applications.

Responses to the District Council:

MW.0166/23 (P22/V1914/CM) Chilton Recycling Facility, Chilton OX11 OST. Variation of condition 5 to allow limited
HGV movements outside of permitted hours and days of operation for HGV movements. BPC has no objection.
P24/V0533/HH Lowmans, South Street. Rear extension, internal alterations, new rooflights, external wall
materials changed. BPC has no objection.

P24/V0610/LB The Cleeve, South Street. Various works to exterior and interior including removal of spray foam
insulation from main roof structure and replacement of roof covering, removal of impervious materials, insulation
upgrades, replacement of rainwater goods and redecoration of exterior. Various minor changes to interior to
enhance breathability, ventilation and removal of late C20th additions to fireplaces. BPC has no objection.
P24/V0405/FUL Open space in village centre called the Playclose, Blewbury. Community artwork sculpture made
of stainless steel and Corten steel, with a Corten steel base. This is an application made by the PC, in agreement
with the PCC (the owner of the Playclose), so no comment can be submitted by BPC.

P24/V0350/LB Corrydon House, London Road. Various works to whole house (external & internal) including
sensitive removal of impervious materials, structural repairs, joinery refurbishment, insulation upgrade, replace
rainwater goods & decoration. BPC has no objection.

P24/V0384/S73 Ashbrook House, Westbrook Street. Variation of condition 9 (wildlife protection) & 10 (Ecology)
on application P23/V1825/HH — amended impact plan & certificate. BPC has no objection.

Decisions from the District Council:

P24/V0217/HH Collis Moor, Nottingham Fee. Demolition of existing annexe. Erection of new single storey side
extension. Granted.

Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com

NEED TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS?

Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens
Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road
Lydia Inglis Chapmans, Nottingham Fee Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields

Dermot Mathias The Old Mill, Berry Lane
Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End Elizabeth Cooper (Clerk) 07968 772935 / blewburypc@gmail.com

The next PC meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 10 April 2024, in the Melland Room at the Clubhouse.

ELECTION STAFF NEEDED!
The Vale of White Horse District Council still has roles available at polling stations across the district for the Police
and Crime Commissioner Election on Thursday 2 May, working from 6.30am until around 10.30pm.
Presiding officers (experience required) — £233
Poll clerks - £182
If you or someone you know would like to earn some money, please get in touch as soon as possible. For more
information, visit whitehorsedc.gov.uk/electionjobs

EASTER HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

For a range of free and low-cost activities, for young children, teenagers and families to enjoy at locations across
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse, visit https://bit.ly/3VrPqoR and choose from Sports and Exercise,
Arts and Crafts and Shows and Movies.
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Autumn Leaves The dates for April Bingo Sessions in The Vale Room at Blewbury Village Hall, at 2pm are April
9th and April 23rd. For further information call Cilla Maguire (01235 851966). If anyone would like to join Autumn
Leaves, please contact Cilla on the above phone number. We would welcome any new members.

Astons Online’s April event on Tuesday 16 April will be a Zoom webinar discussion about digital banking,
including online and mobile banking. We'll start at 10:00 and finish at about 10:45. Please tell us that you’d like to
join us. We’re available for one-to-one sessions on Tuesday mornings between 10:00 and 12:00.

Website: www.astonsonline.uk  Email: theastonsonline@gmail.com

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in
hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service
which relies entirely on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to
arrange a driver. Please note that journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad.
To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be
prompted to leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name and
telephone number. Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible.

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday & Thursday: 9am — 3pm. Tuesday & Friday: 8.30am - 12pm & 2.30 — 5pm. Wednesday: 9am — 12pm.
For Easter weekend and school holiday restricted opening times see p3.

VILLAGE DIARY for April 2024 Page
Saturday 6 3 pm Charity football match, Recreation Ground 1
Tuesday 9 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 18
Tuesday 9 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 9
Tuesday 9 8 pm Local History Group meeting at Robinson’s, Parsonage Lane
Wednesday 10 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 17
Monday 15 9.30-11am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 12
Wednesday 17 7.30 pm Deadline for May Bulletin — Swallows, Church Road
Tuesday 23 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 18
Wednesday 24 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: Metropolitan Police crime scene investigation 7
Wednesday 24 8 pm SB AGM and Talk on Blewbury Nature Reserve 9
Friday 26 7.30 pm Blewbury Players Friends’ evening, Village Hall 7
Sunday 28 2-4 pm SB Repair Café, Village Hall 9

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in
Blewbury and immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not
duplicate existing local services, are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance
of advertisements does not imply endorsement of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be
submitted in one of three rectangular sizes:

¢ 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00) ¢ 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00) ¢ 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00)
Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only, although colour versions will remain in colour in the online
Bulletin. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are advertising a village event you can
also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor in the first instance, either emailed to editor@blewbury.co.uk as a
Microsoft Word, Microsoft PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment, or typed/handwritten and delivered to Swallows, Church
Road, Blewbury OX11 9PY. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin
goes to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make
the appropriate arrangements.
WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, which can be submitted in the same way
as advertisements — see above. We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo).
Anyone supplying information for publication must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all
cases, although if requested these will not be published. The editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions
expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin.

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk.

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Swallows, Church Road, Blewbury, OX11 9PY. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of published
information, the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Call 01235 850337.

Editor: Chris Whatmore, Swallows, Church Road, OX11 9PY tel 851055 editor@blewbury.co.uk. Local Distribution Manager: Kathy Edmunds, Wayside
Cottage, Westbrook Street, 0X11 9QA tel 850337 kathy_edmunds@btopenworld.com Postal & Email Distribution Manager: Helen White, Southbourne,
Bessels Way, OX11 9NJ tel 850483 mail@daisyh.net Advertising Manager: Elizabeth Murphy, The White House, London Road, OX11 9PD tel 851244
elizabeth.murphy52@gmail.com Treasurer: Rachael Richardson, Robinsons, Church Road OX11 9PY Webmaster: Peter Willison, Fleetwith, Nottingham
Fee, OX11 9PG tel. 850936 webmaster@blewbury.co.uk.
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