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Number 680  November 2025 

 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

BLEWBURY AND UPTON BRANCH 

 

A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 

WILL BE HELD FOR ALL DENOMINATIONS IN  

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BLEWBURY 

ON SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2025 

Members of the Royal British Legion are asked to assemble outside the Church at 10.45 am. Other organisations in 

Blewbury and Upton are cordially invited to join the Service and to gather at the War Memorial in London Road for 

the laying of wreaths immediately afterwards. 

BERNARD MATTIMORE 1934-2025 

Bernard had been unwell for some time and was taken into the JR for just a 

few days’ respite but sadly passed away on Sunday 28th September.  Pat and 

family would like to thank you all for so many lovely cards and messages 

which invariably began with a tribute to his kindness, his patience and his 

many anecdotes. He had a long and very interesting life and will sincerely 

be very sadly missed by a huge number of us. Because St Michael’s is closed 

for the whole of October, his Funeral will be on Friday 7th November at 

2pm. We hope to see many of you there to say a fond farewell. It would be 

very helpful for catering if you could send a quick email to indicate that you 

might be thinking of coming. bernardmat@btinternet.com.  Pat Mattimore 

BLEWBURY CALENDAR 2026  

Preparations for the 2026 Blewbury Calendar were well underway when Bernard died. He and I had decided that as 

he had been unwell for most of 2025, the next and final calendar would be ‘Blewbury Revisited’ using favourite 

photographs from earlier calendars.  Usual format and excellent quality. Price £8. It is on its way to the printers and 

will be on sale at Blewbury Post office early in November; to reserve, please ring 01235 851088 or email 

bernardmat@btinternet.com. Pat Mattimore 

WESTBROOK STREET TEMPORARY CLOSURE  

A length of Westbrook Street, immediately south of the junction with Berry Lane, will be closed for essential work 

by Thames Water from 17th November 2025 up to and including 19th November 2025 (24 hours per day). A 

temporary Notice is being made by Oxfordshire County Council to implement the restriction. Further information 

regarding the works may be obtained by contacting Thames Water Helpdesk on 0800 316 9800. 

CORRECTION 

In last month’s article about the cob walls, we inadvertently gave the impression that the Parish Council maintains 

all the cob walls in the village – in fact it’s only the one by the Play Close. The others are the responsibility of the 

respective property owners (though I’m sure they’d still appreciate the odd brush). Apologies – blame the Editor!  

CLOCKS GO BACK  

Don’t forget that British Summer Time ends at 2 am on Sunday 26th October, when the clocks go back one hour. 

EXTRA BIN COLLECTION 

Residents who have purchased a permit for the district council brown bin garden waste collection service in South 

Oxfordshire or the Vale of White Horse can have extra garden waste collected for free, on their normal scheduled 

collection day only, between 27th October and 7th November. Permit holders can put out a maximum of four 

additional sacks of garden waste, per brown bin subscription, next to their brown bin. 

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE 

If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press 

service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared. 
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HELP WITH ESSENTIAL LIVING COSTS THIS WINTER 

Are you struggling to pay for food, energy or necessary household items?   

Is Christmas going to add extra pressure on an already tight budget? 

Over the past few years we have supported many people living in Blewbury, the Astons 

and Upton by providing small grants to help to pay for such things as energy, food, 

essential items and school expenditure.  If you, or someone you know, is in need, please consider applying, all 

applications are dealt with confidentially. There is a short application form to complete which can be picked up from 

the North Porch of St Michael’s Church or requested by email to unitedcharities@outlook.com. We can help you fill 

in the form if needed. Jill Willison 
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NEW SCHOOL YEAR – HALF A TERM GONE ALREADY! 

The new Reception pupils 

have made a fantastic start to 

the school year, settling in 

with confidence, curiosity, 

and big smiles. From exploring 

their new classroom to 

making new friends and 

getting stuck into creative and 

playful learning, they’ve 

shown great enthusiasm and 

resilience. Staff have been 

incredibly impressed by how 

quickly the children have 

adapted to new routines and 

embraced every new 

experience with excitement. 

As Ariana shared, "I like the 

creative area," while Nina 

said, "I enjoyed Forest School," 

and Bertie added, "I like the 

Play-Doh." It’s been a joyful 

beginning, full of laughter, learning, and a strong sense of community — a wonderful foundation for the year ahead! 

Our recent Early Years Open Event was a great success, with many families coming along to explore our welcoming 

classrooms, meet our dedicated staff, and discover the engaging learning experiences we offer for our youngest 

learners. It was wonderful to see so many new faces and share what makes our Early Years community so special. If 

you weren’t able to attend, there is still time to book a personal tour and see our setting in action. Do you have a 

child starting school in September 2026? Please contact the school office — we would love to show you around! 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING AND COLLECTION FOR DIDCOT FOOD BANK 

Thank you to all those who came to  St Michael’s, Blewbury on Sunday 21st 

September for our annual Harvest Thanksgiving service. And a wonderful 

collection of food to go to Didcot Food Bank. Please note this month’s Food 

Bank Dates: Saturday 1st – Monday 10th November. If you can help by giving 

even one item it will make a difference. The collection boxes are outside the 

Charity School House on these dates or at The Post Office any time. All the 

usual items, together with cash donations, will be welcome. To make a 

donation online, visit https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ and 

select Foodbank. St Michael’s Action Group, Didcot Food Bank 

ST BIRINUS / BOB GARDNER MEMORIAL WALK COMPLETED 

Our walk on 28th September went very well, despite a wet start. At Blewbury 

Church the bellringers were waiting to greet us, and as we continued up 

Blewburton Hill and 

onwards to South 

Moreton, the weather 

improved. By the time 

we got to the 

Wittenham Clumps we 

were in sunshine and appreciated the panoramic views, 

before crossing the Thames to our finish at St Birinus Church 

in Dorchester. My Dad would have been very proud of our 

efforts. We have received £420 in donations for the upkeep 

of the bells and tower at St Michael’s. It would be great to 

achieve £500, so if you enjoy hearing the bells, please 

contribute at: https://www.justgiving.com/page/robert-

gardner-1. Robert Gardner 
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LYN BLACKIE RETIRES AFTER 50 YEARS OF DELIVERING THE BULLETIN… 

Lyn Blackie has been delivering the Blewbury Bulletin in Grahame Close for over 50 years – an extraordinary record.  

Lyn and her family moved into Grahame Close in 1971; it was ideal for Lyn working at Didcot Girls School and her 

husband Jimmy at the Institute of Hydrology in Crowmarsh. Their two daughters went to Blewbury School. She has 

finally decided to retire from her Bulletin round – she will miss delivering the Bulletin after so many years but looks 

forward to continuing reading it! Thank you, Lyn, from all of us, for that exceptional service to the village. 

…SO MORE DELIVERERS WANTED! 

Lyn’s retirement leaves a vacancy in Grahame Close, and we always welcome more volunteers to share the task of 

delivering the Bulletin each month to every address in the village. When I tell people about the Bulletin, this group 

of volunteers is what impresses them most – and it’s what keeps the Bulletin available to everyone. It isn’t a big 

commitment each month, and you don’t have to sign up for 50 years…Louise Esplin, our Distribution Manager, will 

be glad to explain what’s involved and answer any questions. Please contact her at louise.esplin1@gmail.com.  

POST OFFICE AND VILLAGE SHOP NEWS  

We’re getting ready for our busiest time of year here at Blewbury Village Store and Post Office. Thank you all for 

your continued support - it’s been lovely to see so many familiar faces. A reminder that Royal Mail’s postage price 

changes came into effect on 6th October 2025. All parcel and international postage rates have increased, including 

the standard international letter rate, now £3.40. The cost of 1st and 2nd class stamps remains unchanged. 

Christmas Posting Dates. Please allow plenty of time for your Christmas post this year. If possible, post early, 

especially for international deliveries. Last Recommended Posting Dates are: 

• Wednesday 17 December  2nd Class, 2nd Class Signed For 

• Friday 19 December  Royal Mail Tracked 48® 

• Saturday 20 December  1st Class, 1st Class Signed For 

• Sunday 21 December  Royal Mail Tracked 24® 

• Tuesday 23 December  Special Delivery Guaranteed 

In the Shop our fresh, free-range eggs continue to be very popular, with weekly deliveries ensuring they’re always 

available. We also have local honey, a variety of sweet treats, ice lollies, chocolates, and cool drinks. With Christmas 

fast approaching, we now stock a lovely range of wrapping paper, cards, and gift tags, as well as our usual birthday 

cards, postal supplies, and local gifts — perfect for those festive finishing touches! We look forward to seeing you 

soon. Sarah, Karen & Andrew 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

I would like to thank everybody who supported the recent coffee morning at my house. You raised the amazing 

amount of £335. This is a tremendous result, and I am sure it will be put to good use by the Macmillan charity. Once 

again, thank you all very much. A blue raincoat was left behind; for further information about this please contact 

Gill Edwards on gilliedwards8@gmail.com Mary Gaines 

BIKE SAFETY 

In the dark evenings, please make sure that you, your family and friends stay safe around the village; either wear a 

high-vis jacket, wear light coloured clothing or have a bright torch so that you can be seen by cars and vans. 

Especially if you’re on a bike: I have seen quite a few kids on bikes riding around on their bikes with no lights and 

dark clothes, and riding quite dangerously, especially as they couldn’t be seen until the oncoming traffic was close 

to them. I know they are just having fun, but it’s no fun getting hurt. Be safe and be seen! Karen Forman 

Would you like to host Mary and Joseph with their donkey as they travel round 

Blewbury during December? They are on their way to the Crib Service in 

Blewbury Church on 24th December, but need a safe place to stay each night. 

You will receive them from the previous host and take them to the next venue the following day. This is a Mexican 

tradition and Blewbury have been running this in the village for a good many years now. 

Please contact Revd Louise 07837 009730, using text or WhatsApp in early November to book your place. You will 

be sent all the information you need during the last week in November. 

BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY 

The winning numbers for this month's Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows: Oct Draw 1st - 083; 2nd - 064; 

3rd - 008. The prize fund was shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners and £182.50 was raised for 

Blewbury Pre-School. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for 

their continued support. Membership spaces are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a 

form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also available from Blewbury Post Office - or 

email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk.  
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FRIENDS OF ST MICHAELS BLEWBURY - UPCOMING EVENTS 

Once Blewbury Church has reopened at the beginning of November, after the essential maintenance to the lime 

walls have been completed in late October, The Friends of St Michael’s will be holding the following events. 

Autumn Book Fair on Saturday 15th November, 3pm - 5pm. Open to all, please do come along - we will have local 

Blewbury books and local Blewbury authors, lots of second-hand books for sale as well as fair-trade gifts and local 

merchandise stalls, or just come for tea, homemade cake and a chat! 

We are also holding an Advent Wreath-making morning in the church on Saturday 29th November at 10 AM. Initially 

this will be open to Friends of St Michael's. There will be a limited number of tickets available; they will be on a first 

come first served basis, and if there are spaces available, we will open it up to non-members. If you would like to 

book your place, or be put on a ‘non Friends’ waiting list, please contact Fiona Hooper at fi.hooper@btinternet.com. 

The cost of this will be £35 per wreath, payable on booking (up to 2 people can make 1 wreath). This is not a 

fundraising event, the £35 is to cover the cost of the materials etc. 

The final Sunday evening concert for this year will be on 23rd November, with The Karen Sharp All Stars. See separate 

article for full details. For more information about the Friends or the events please email Fosmblewbury@gmail.com. 

LIVE MUSIC AT ST MICHAEL'S 

To finish off a year of highly enjoyable Sunday evening concerts, we have a wonderful and exciting line up for you 

on November 23rd - The Karen Sharp All Stars with Karen Sharp (Saxophone), Gareth Williams (piano), Steve Brown 

(percussion) and Dave Green (Bass). Friends of St Michael's are extremely grateful for the magnificent village 

support for these concerts, and also to Hugh Turner and Izabela Borzymowska for securing such 

talented professional musicians, all making these concerts so successful.  Without your help we would not have 

been able to fund the essential church maintenance projects which are currently nearing completion. Tickets are 

£20 including a glass of wine, and are available from the Post Office or Gill Loyd 07767 463285. Doors open 5.00 pm 

for a 5.30pm start. Dates for next year are already confirmed if you want to mark your diaries now: 7th June, 5th July, 

13th September and 11th October 2026. 

BLEWBURY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 11 November at 8pm in our room behind Robinsons. The new reprint of 

the book Blewbury, a Hundred Years of Photographs is on sale at the Post Office and at Savages, and will also be 

available at the Autumn Book Fair on 15th November. Mary Gaines 

FREDDY PASKE - ART EXHIBITION - BLEWBURY CLUBHOUSE 

British artist Freddy Paske is thrilled to announce his Studio Sale, taking place at the Blewbury Clubhouse from 14-

16 November, 10am-5pm daily (free entry).  This event offers a rare opportunity to purchase original sketches and 

artworks directly from his easel, with over 70 works available.  Freddy would love you to join him to view these 

original works and prints, and to chat about his creative process and inspirations in a relaxed and informal setting. 

The studio sale follows an exciting period for Paske, including his acclaimed solo exhibition SAFARI in London, 

inspired by his travels to Kenya and Australia, and a recent creative residency in Sri Lanka. He was also recently 

shortlisted for Wildlife Artist of the Year 2025. 

Paske’s dynamic wildlife paintings have attracted collectors worldwide, including royals and celebrities. In 2022, he 

was honoured to be appointed Artist-in-Residence to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II for the Platinum Jubilee. 

View available works and enquire online at www.freddypaske.com. 

COFFEE & KIDS! 

Our next session is on Monday 10th November from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall; 

please note revised date. We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. 

Here is a warm, friendly and safe place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones 

have fun with toys and learn to play together. Niki will be on hand to help make some bight and colourful FIREWORK 

pictures! We finish the session with songs and action rhymes. A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our 

costs. Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Any queries, contact Louise on 07837 009730 

Friday 7th, Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th November 2025. 

A weekend long free event at the Astons Village Hall will 

commemorate 80 years since the end of WW2, including films, 

speakers and a display of WW2 related stories and memorabilia. It will especially showcase the 10 Astons men who 

lost their lives in that conflict and whose names are on the village war memorial. On Friday 7th (doors open 6.30pm), 

Dick Richards, a volunteer for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, will give a talk about his research on a 

Wellington Bomber crash in Aston Tirrold in 1944 and Chris Kolonko, one of the country’s leading Archaeologists 

and WW2 Defence Specialists, will speak on ‘Decoys: Deceiving The Bomber During The Second World War’.  

The exhibition is on Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th November, and will be open from 11.00am to 4.00pm each day.   
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BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL NEWS AND CALL FOR TRUSTEES 

Blewbury Pre-School has been providing early years education for the children of Blewbury and surrounding villages 

for over 50 years since 1971, preparing children for school life - both socially and educationally. As a charity, the 

Pre-School is managed by a committee of volunteer trustees, and we have three staff who work tirelessly to ensure 

the children who come here receive the best care and education. This year, we have sent 11 children off to Primary 

School, with a good transition and lots of preparation to be ready for school. They have all settled well. Our numbers 

are very good this term and with a steady intake during the year, we have very few planned sessions available now.  

We are very grateful for all our village friends who support our Lottery and other fundraising initiatives; this helps 

us to pay our increasing utility bills, rent, craft resources and other little extras. 

We have had a visit from the Lord Lieutenant’s Office to have a look at the wonderful raised beds full of vegetables 

and flowers that the children have planted. We are grateful to Savages for their help in providing additional flowers.  

In October, we had an amazing visit from Zoolab which provided an hour of exploration with a number of interesting 

creatures for the children to learn about, from a tarantula to a snake called Banana! We invited the children from 

O'Keefe Class at Blewbury Primary School to share this experience with us and we agreed it was great fun. We are 

very grateful to The Malthus Trust, who funded this initiative, for all the support they have given over the years.  

Blewbury Pre-School wants to ensure it can continue to provide education long into the future. We welcome 

volunteers to join the committee, and we are currently looking to fill the Secretary and Chair roles. Please contact 

chair@blewburypreschool.co.uk. Sam Chegini  

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION: SUSAN READ (RECENTLY DECEASED) 

I am trying to find details of my childhood friend Susan Read whom I understand died on 5th June 2025. Her address 

was: The Bungalow, Church End, Blewbury. I had been in touch until recently and I know she had been unwell for 

some time. Susan was a very private person and possibly did not take part in village activities, but she had lived in 

Blewbury for many years. I have no idea whether she died at home or in hospital. If anyone can help fill in some 

details, please contact me at rbardou@icloud.com – I’d be most grateful. Ruth Bardou 

BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 

Fireworks Night, Saturday 8th November 

The BVS Fireworks Night is back this year on Saturday 8th November in Tickers Folly Field. 

We have a spectacular firework display planned, and the bar and baked potato stalls will 

be back, under our marquee. Gates will open at 6:00 pm, the bonfire will be lit at 6:30 pm 

and the fireworks will start at 7:00 pm. 

Entry is £6 for adults and £3 for children – cash or card accepted (card preferred). The entry fee includes a baked 

potato, so it’s a great value family night out! 

We will have the usual wood collection for the bonfire with a small collection fee. We are working on transport, but 

spaces may be limited, so please email blewburybvs@gmail.com or phone Caroline on 07790 566754 if you would 

like your address to be included on the rounds. The deadline for a request for wood collection is Friday 31st October 

so that we can plan the route. We politely request that you only put out reasonably clean firewood and remove as 

much metal and plastic as possible. Unfortunately, if you do not adhere to this, we may need to refuse to pick the 

wood up, so thanks in advance for your cooperation. 

As always, we need lots of volunteers for this event – in particular with wood collection and potato baking 

beforehand, and with setup and refreshment serving on the night. If you can help, please email us at the BVS email 

address above. We’d love to hear from you! 

Halloween Fundraiser Disco 

Huge thanks to everyone who helped at and supported our fundraiser for St. Miracle Works Educational Foundation 

in Ghana to provide food, books and clothing for the orphanage/school in Senya Beraku. If anyone would like to 

donate directly, it’s not too late! See https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/smwef. Once we’ve done the final 

sums, we’ll post details of funds raised and what your generous support has enabled the charity to do. 

BVS marquee for hire 

The BVS marquee is available for hire by other groups, societies and individuals in the village for a small charge. It 

measures 12m × 6m and has sides if needed. If you were at the Beer Festival, or have supported the Fireworks Night 

or Summer Dance, you may have seen it in action. To book it, contact lydia.wanstall@gmail.com. 

Dates for your diary 

It seems a long way off, but December is always a busy month, so don’t forget to put the regular Blewbury events 

in the diary: Santa’s sleigh on Christmas Eve (24th December) and the annual Boxing Day walk (26th December), as 

well as the Roger Cambray Memorial Walk from Blewbury to The Bell Inn at Aldworth (1st January 2026). More 

details to follow in next month’s Bulletin and on the BVS Facebook page. 
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BELLRINGING NEWS FROM BLEWBURY TOWER 

October has seen the rare occurrence of the bells being silent while significant repairs are being carried out in the 

church. However, the ringers have not been idle as we have been supporting other local churches on Sunday 

mornings. We are also very grateful to Goring, Aston Tirrold and Cholsey towers for allowing us to ring their bells 

on Friday nights. We should be back ringing in time for a wedding on Sunday 2nd November.  

Our team numbers have been declining over the past couple of years, and we are in serious need of recruiting and 

training new members of the band. If you fancy learning a new skill in a friendly and supportive environment, 

bellringing might be for you. Perhaps you rang bells many years ago and now have time to come back to it? If you 

are interested, do pop along one Friday or Sunday and see what we do, or call Richard and Gill on 07767 463285.  

LOCAL CHRISTMAS POST 

Blewbury and Upton bellringers’ Christmas post is nearly with us. For those who don’t know, we provide local 

deliveries of Christmas cards, in aid of tower funds. This year we are very pleased to say that North Moreton village 

is now joining our Christmas postal service. Post boxes will be in the Red Lion, the Blueberry, the Post Office and the 

Shell petrol station from Monday, 10th November. Last posting will be on 19th December at 3.00pm. The cost has 

not been increased and is still great value at 30p per card! Richard Loyd 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

Our Brush Party is on Tuesday 2nd December at 7pm, we are delighted that Rachael will be guiding us step by step, 

to paint ‘Ice Ice Angus’, a festive highland coo! All materials are provided, along with a free drink and mince pie on 

arrival, with a licensed bar and a raffle, all in aid of village hall funds. Tickets available by scanning the QR code in 

the advert on page 2, by visiting http://buytickets.at/blewburyvillagehall/189181 or at the Post Office.  

Our November BlewTube is on Wednesday 12th November at 2pm, with the wonderful Calendar Girls, there’s a bar 

or tea, coffee and biscuits, tickets available at square.link/u/DXCVsVUa or at the post office or on the door!  

Don’t forget that we now have an alcohol license, a premises license and we can also take bouncy castles, if you are 

thinking about booking your Christmas parties and events, just ask for the details when booking!  

www.blewbury.co.uk/venues/village-hall, or email blewburyvillagehallbookings@gmail.com, leave a message on 

07398 919992 or pick up a form in the Post Office.  Karen Forman 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT – HAYLEIGH GASCOIGNE AND DEBRA DEWHURST 

In September, Hayleigh visited Wantage Leisure Centre to see the major decarbonisation work that has been going 

on. Funded by the Government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Fund, the multi-million-pound construction projects 

to replace end-of-life gas boilers with solar panels and air source heat pumps at leisure centres in Wantage and 

Abingdon are helping Vale of White Horse District Council to reduce its overall carbon emissions. 

Vale’s progress to Net Zero was discussed at the council cabinet meeting on 10th October; you can find the reports 

on the Vale website. The Vale has cut its emissions by 45% since reporting began (2009). The Leisure Centres make 

up 39% of our overall greenhouse gas emissions, and so we expect this to keep falling as the air source heat pumps 

come online. Unfortunately, waste collection makes up half of our greenhouse gas emissions, and that is harder to 

cut today, as there are not yet large electric waste collection vehicles that can do the round trip from our depot to 

all the places needed. However, do look out for our electric food waste trucks, which can manage the journeys – 

and are more reliable and better performing than their diesel counterparts.  

The Government’s proposed Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), which aims to replace the existing two-tier 

council system in areas like Oxfordshire with unitary authorities, will hamper the council from making longer term 

financial commitments until the LGR is complete. On 18th September, the councils hosted an event at the District 

Community Centre on Great Western Park for members of the public to hear about latest news and updates on the 

health, wellbeing, sport and leisure projects and developments in Didcot. 

In previous updates over the past couple of years, you will have seen updates about the preparation of Vale and 

South’s Joint Local Plan. In recent months, this has been at the “examination stage”. A couple of weeks ago, the 

national planning inspectorate wrote to the councils and asked them to withdraw the plan. This is extremely 

disappointing, due to the years of work put into them and brilliant policies that were contained within – notably on 

environmental standards and social housing numbers. For the councils’ response, see 

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/planning/councils-to-take-positive-steps-to-represent-communities-despite-

concerns-with-inspectors-local-plan-decision/. The councils are still exploring the options for the next steps and how 

we can make the most of the evidence base that was put together – watch this space. 

As a reminder, council meetings are held in public and if you wish to address council or committee, you can contact 

Democratic Services. If you need more guidance on this, please let us know! Please also follow us on facebook: 

www.facebook.com/CllrHayleigh & www.facebook.com/Debra4BlewburyAndHarwell or email us: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. 
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News from St. Michael’s 

 

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle 

BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 
 

How to contact us: - 

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 

9.00-2.30 pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email 

office@churnchurches.co.uk. Website www.churnchurches.co.uk  
 

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting 

the office via email or on the office number. 
 

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267   office@churnchurches.co.uk  
 

  

 

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730   revlouiseb@aol.com  
 

  

Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com 
 

  

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk  

 

       In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the 

link https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline at 8pm during weekdays 

via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.  

        Everyone is invited to the mid-week communion service every Wednesday at 10am at St Andrew’s 

Hagbourne, as well as the Mothers’ Union communion service on the third Thursday of the month here in 

Blewbury. We would also be delighted to arrange for home communion for those who are unable to attend a 

service. Please contact Elaine in the office who will arrange this for you. 

Services at St Michael’s Church in November 
 

� Sunday 2nd November      All Saints’ Day 

 8.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion 

All Age service 

Thursday 6th 7pm Time for quiet and reflection: Lady Chapel in Church 

� Sunday 9th November Remembrance Sunday 

 10.55 am RBL Remembrance Sunday Service with Blewbury Brass Band 

Wednesday 12th  7.30 pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House 

� Sunday 16th November     2nd Sunday before Advent 

 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Thursday 20th  10.00 am MU Holy Communion 

� Sunday 23rd November Christ the King 

 10.30 am Parish Eucharist  

Wednesday 26th  7.30 pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House 

All Souls’ Service – St Andrew’s Hagbourne - 2nd November 3.30pm 

All are very welcome at our annual service of commemoration, which includes the lighting of candles 

and the reading out of names of loved ones we have lost. This year the service is at St Andrew’s 

Hagbourne. Parking for the service is available at the Village Hall and down Main Road in East 

Hagbourne. Anyone who would like to have a loved one remembered at this service is welcome to 

send names to Elaine in the Benefice Office. Please do so by Thursday 30th October.   

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. - Matthew 5 v 4 

Royal British Legion Remembrance Sunday Service 9th November 10.55am with Blewbury Brass Band 

Please be seated by 10.55am. The service will start with the one minute silence at 11am.  

Please join us for this special Parish Service of Remembrance.  

Following the service the congregation will walk up to the War Memorial. 

The Drop-In Coffee Morning: Every Wednesday 10.30am to 12noon at Benefice Centre in Church End 

(the “Church Office”). Drop in for a very jolly coffee and a chat. The heating is always on and you are 

guaranteed a warm welcome! Run by the Churn Branch of the Mother’s Union 
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I Vow to Thee, My Country 
 

 
 

This month will see the observance of Remembrance  Day. We will say the traditional prayers and sing some 

traditional hymns. We shall wear our poppies with pride, and give thanks for the courage of the men and women for 

gave their lives for our country, especially those who died in the 1st and 2nd World Wars. And once again, we will 

commit ourselves to the pursuit of peace and amity between nations. 
 

In terms of the hymns which accompany our acts of remembrance, I wonder if we will find ourselves singing “I vow 

to Thee, my Country”?  Hymns often fall out of fashion, and some hymnbooks no longer include this hymn. Perhaps 

it is regarded as too old-fashioned. Perhaps it is seen to promote an unhealthy and narrow-minded patriotism. Or 

perhaps it is felt that few people nowadays could sing the opening lines with any degree of sincerity: “I vow to thee, 

my country, all earthly things above, entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love”- really?  Most of us are 

probably too cynical and selfish even to consider the possibility of “vowing” to our country the “service of my love”.  

And what of the second verse of this hymn, which writes of “another country”, whose “fortress is a faithful heart”, 

and whose “pride is suffering”, whose ways are “ways of gentleness” and whose paths are the paths of peace? Can 

we really envision a world in which war and injustice are no more, a world in which peace and gentleness reign 

supreme? 
 

Christians have traditionally referred to such a world as “the Kingdom of God”- a world in which human sinfulness 

and pride have been defeated, and all our relationships are governed by God’s values – the values of love and 

peace, of justice and mercy. Some Christians have felt that it is up to us to make the Kingdom of God a reality. 
 

But can we really bring war to an end? Can we really change human nature so that selfishness and injustice are put 

behind us? Can the nations of the world work together to solve our common problems justly and peaceably, 

without the need to revert to violence?  Perhaps our greatest need today is for the courage to believe that a better 

world really is possible, and for a willingness to commit ourselves to making this vision a reality. 

Father Jason 
Funeral in November at St Michael’s Blewbury 

The funeral for Bernard Mattimore will be on 7th November at 2pm at St Michael’s.   

May he rest in peace and rise in glory 

Fellowship by the fire 

Home group every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm at the Charity School House, Blewbury 

Current theme:   Women in the Bible. Everybody welcome. 

             Free organ recital – St Andrew’s Hagbourne – 2 November 5pm 

As our next recital will be in the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday, a specially composed 

work “One in valour, one in sacrifice” will be performed in thanksgiving of the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force. Our Benefice has a poignant connection to this Force in that a previous vicar 

of St Andrew’s church had a son who served with the CEF. Charles Talbot Baker was a Lieutenant in the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force (49th Battalion), and died 29 September 1918, in France. The programme will conclude with a 

medley of 2nd World War tunes. Everyone welcome! 

Food Bank Collection                                                                                         Saturday 1 November till Monday 10 November 

Thank you for your continued generosity. Giving even one item to the Didcot Emergency Foodbank will make a 

difference to the Foodbank’s ability to help those in need. Drop off at the Old School House between the dates 

above or at the Post Office anytime. Regular or one-off financial donations to the Didcot Foodbank can be made via 

https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ choosing “Foodbank” as your option.     - St Michael's Action Group 

 Village Carol Concert – Thursday 18th December 
Please make a note in the diary of this year’s Village Carol Concert on Thursday 18th December. 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook:  

Look for @churnchurches on Instagram and Churn-Benefice on Facebook 
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BLEWSHED NEWS  

Community Projects: The antique crucifix of All Saints Church, N Moreton, repaired by BlewShed members, will 

soon be back in place. The historic medieval window in the church's Chanter Chapel has been replaced after its visit 

to the specialist restorers in York Minster, so the crucifix will be placed back on the altar beneath the window ready 

for the consecration ceremony by the Bishop of Dorchester on 17th November.  

Meetings: in case you see this before our 28th October Tuesday evening at 7.30, BlewShed member Evi Holroyd will 

show us how to ease muscular aches and pains from standing at a workbench, using yoga techniques. Evi gave this 

presentation a couple of years ago and it was one of the most popular we have had. All welcome! 

On Tuesday 25th November at 7.30, we are delighted to welcome Rob Nickless, bee-keeper and bee products 

producer from North Moreton, to give a presentation on bee-keeping. This will follow the BlewShed AGM at 7-

7.30pm. Perhaps BlewShed members will be inspired to start making hives?  

Opening times and membership: Tue, Fri, Sat afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm and Thursdays 2.00-4pm for electronics, 

non-dusty, quiet work, cuppa and chat. Annual membership costs £25 for individuals, or £37.50 for a family.  

Aims: BlewShed encourages members to socialise and DIY beginners to learn various woodwork, metal-work and 

other practical techniques and to engage in various projects for the local community and to carry out personal 

practical projects. Come along and acquire some new skills or just have a cuppa and chat. 

Everyone is welcome to club nights on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30 pm at BlewShed. We look forward to 

seeing you. https://blewshed.home.blog/news/  Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary   

BLEWBURY RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT TEAM – SUPPORTING BRAVE PEOPLE FROM AFGHANISTAN 

Blewbury Resettlement Support Team (ReST) has given a large donation to the Gulab Sorkh Foundation (GSF), who 

provided us with the following update:  

GSF is exceptionally grateful for ReST’s donation. This explains a little of what we do, and how your funds will be 

used. When Kabul fell in 2021, the Taliban pursued the arrest and persecution of Afghan soldiers and officers who 

had previously worked alongside British forces, along with their families. Many of these brave men and women fled 

Afghanistan and gained the right to settle in the UK, in thanks for their service. GSF was established specifically to 

help these families. Our trustees are all volunteers, and we have only two full-time staff. GSF has housed and assisted 

nearly 2,000 men, women and children, including a number of babies born on the journey. Most fled their country 

in panic and disarray, losing contact with their loved ones, and their home and belongings. They are hugely grateful 

for Britain’s welcome, but the scale of change thrust upon them is huge. Many still nurse physical and mental scars.  

GSF provides much-needed support, helping to find housing all over the UK and connect to local government for 

education and healthcare provision. We use our professional networks to help find employment. And, most 

impactfully, we run a 30+ week language course which is available to every adult in our programme, recognising the 

exponential effect of language on confidence and opportunity. 

We also address two other critical issues: mental health, and additional challenges faced by women and girls. We 

have worked with professional advisers to commission a book for parents to read to their children. It is written and 

illustrated sensitively, to encourage conversations within families about trauma – our case officers can then connect 

those in need with specialist help. Recently we organised a women’s hill-walking day, giving time and space for 

participants to discuss their concerns and ambitions. It was a huge success and will be a regular event. 

The news from the communities where our families have settled is universally positive. The people GSF have helped 

are intelligent, professionally competent, grateful and keen to integrate into British culture, and to share their own. 

With our help, theirs has become a positive immigration story. Every penny given by ReST will go into these services 

– GSF sends everyone involved in helping to raise funds a heartfelt thank you. Lydia Inglis 

MAKE A DATE WITH DEATH BY SHAKESPEARE! 

To round off another year of Shakespearean shenanigans, The Motley Crew invites you 

to a ghoulish seasonal entertainment featuring the many and varied ways in which the 

Bard’s characters meet a sticky end. Is death by snakebite as serene as Cleopatra makes 

out? Could lack of sleep really kill Lady Macbeth? Is it true you can murder Hamlet’s 

dad by pouring poison in his ear? Death by Shakespeare answers all these questions 

and more in a rollercoaster of Elizabethan carnage, poison, swordplay and bloodshed, 

with an occasional bear-mauling for good measure. Our speaker is Dr Kathryn Harkup, 

who made her name with a study of Agatha Christie’s poisons, and we double-dare you 

to attend her no-holds-barred post-mortem on Shakespeare’s most infamous exits. 

Death by Shakespeare takes place at 2.00 pm on Thursday 11th December at Blewbury Village Hall. Tickets are £6 

each, to include tea and cake, and are available at Blewbury Post Office from Monday November 3rd or reservable 

in advance by emailing admin@themotleycrew.org.uk. 
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BLEWBURY PLAYERS 

Open Evening and The Dice House  

Curious about The Blewbury Players? Join us at the Village Hall on 28 

November for an open evening. Doors open at 7:00 PM (for 7.30 start)—grab 

a drink, meet the team, and find out what we have in store for our golden 

anniversary year. Followed - for those interested - by a reading of The Dice 

House at 8.45.  Come for one or both. 

We'll tell you about our plans for our Fiftieth Anniversary Year, but we also 

want your views on what we need to be doing to succeed going forwards.  What sort of plays and shows would 

you like to see?  What should we be doing to get you involved in our productions?   We need people to audition 

for parts on-stage but we also want more people to get involved in the production side of things - all the essential 

off-stage work it takes to put on a show. In some areas, we are dependent on a relatively small number of 

wonderful people and we need more support. We can promise you'll have fun but what else would get you to join 

in?  The Players are nothing without the village, so what does the village want?  Come and tell us. 

For those who want to stay and have a go at performing, there will then be a reading of The Dice House, a black 

comedy by Paul Lucas, about what happens when you leave life's key decisions to the throw of a dice, led by Andy 

Jarvis and Matt Phillips. With nine parts (a mix of male & female to suit any age from 16+) it’s an opportunity for 

people who may not have tried acting before (or can’t commit to a full production). We’ll mix it up on the night to 

create as many opportunities for people as we can - if you’d like to put your name down to read on 28 November 

or just find out more please contact Matt on matt.warren.phillips@gmail.com by Friday 21 November. If you can't 

make the 28th and want to be involved let us know and we'll make sure you're included.  

The production itself will be a ‘radio play’ performance in the village hall on Friday 20 and Saturday 21 February. 

For those unfamiliar with radio play formats - this means you won’t need to learn lines! We’ll read off scripts, and 

there will be a rehearsal commitment of just three sessions. And while this won’t be a full production, there will 

be an opportunity to get involved in other aspects of theatre; sound, lights, production, stage management, front 

of house, costume if people want to. 

Whether or not you want to be involved in that performance (on or off-stage), come and join the reading or just 

have a drink and listen. It will be fun – but please be warned that this show contains adult language and themes 

and is recommended for ages 16+! www.blewburyplayers.co.uk   Trish Brooks 

HISTORY OF THE BLEWBURY PLAYERS – CALL FOR PHOTOS 

Can you help? I am sorting through thousands of photos for inclusion in the history of Players for next year’s 50th 

Anniversary. I am generally spoilt for choice. However, I am still looking for photos for the following productions: 

1988 Cabaret, 1989 Bedroom Farce, 1991 Four in the Round, 1993 Death of a Salesman, 1995 Habeas Corpus, 1995 

Merchant of Venice, 1999 Peer Gynt, 2000 A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 2002 Alice Through the Looking Glass, 

2003 As You Like It and 2004 Miss Elizabeth Bennet.  If you have any photos from any of these productions, I would 

be very pleased to hear from you (stephen.white@bridusmead.co.uk).  Many thanks for your help. Steve White 

BLEWBURY WI NEWS 

The next monthly meeting of Blewbury WI is on Wednesday 26th November 2025 at 7.30pm in the Vale 

Room.  Our talk is entitled “Cold War reporter behind the Iron Curtain” -how intriguing!  A former 

Reuters correspondent, Marcus Ferrar has lived in six European countries, in the East and the West and 

was a journalist with Reuters for 18 years.  In 1971/72, during the Cold War, he was the only Western 

correspondent in East Berlin.  He subsequently lived in Prague and over three years covered all of Eastern Europe. 

Blewbury WI loves to support worthwhile causes close to home; recently, we donated £200 to Blewbury Amazon 

Girls football club. The National Federation of WIs is very keen on supporting girls’ and women’s sport.  Well done 

our WI for such a great achievement. Although our club is currently full, we are running a ‘waiting list’.  To find out 

more, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.   

Mondays most weeks 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon 

Monday 3 November 7pm Evening Scrabble Lyn 

Friday 7 November 7pm Craft club Karen 

Tuesday 11 November 10.30am Coffee morning Trish 

Wednesday 19 November 2.30pm Rummikub Hilary S 

 

Celebrating 50 years of 

The Blewbury Players 

in 2026  
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BLUEBERRY PUB NEWS 

Changes are afoot at the Blueberry Pub, so let us bring you up to date. The Thai Gastro will be leaving at the end of 

November to a new venue in the Didcot area. We thank Viktor, Sea and their team for a fantastic three years of 

bringing amazing food to Blewbury. I think you will all agree you would be hard pushed to find better Thai cuisine 

anywhere and we wish them every success in the future. 

Change is good and for our customers especially so. We embrace it and are excited for the future. Here at The 

Blueberry our fantastic team always aims to bring a great customer experience; we want to bring something equally 

exciting with fresh food daily and a diverse menu, including real food for the children (little people deserve proper 

food, not frozen processed and fried). With that in mind, what better food than that of Mediterranean cuisines? 

And so La Parilla Fantastico (The Fantastic Grill) is born: Mediterranean fusion with a strong leaning to Italian, 

Spanish, Greek and Turkish dishes. 

We will be refitting and decorating the restaurant and kitchen for a new look, comfortable and rustic and with all 

the equipment needed for our new team to bring you amazing fresh cuisine. Ice cream, chips and peas will be frozen, 

that's it – and in time, in house cut chips and homemade Gelato from our Italian Chef Danele will also be on the 

menu. Breakfast will be available on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, and Sunday Roasts every week. 

The changeover is going to be intense and to be honest it’s not the best time of the year to do it, but we are up for 

the challenge and hope to be up and running in under two weeks; oh and the pizzas will be staying. 

We will update news on the BVS site and look out for our traditional advert methods. Advance bookings can be 

made on 01235 850296 - including Christmas and Boxing Day lunches, yes that's correct, Christmas Day lunch at the 

Blueberry Pub. See BVS for details or call in and ask. We look forward to serving you and making your dining 

experience second to none. Kevin 

THE RED LION: PUB CULTURE ON THE MOVE 

Sad to say but if pub closures continue at current rates, then within the lifetime of our children, pubs will no longer 

exist. Even though one of the most important factors in determining the purchase of a new house is…. how far is 

the nearest pub? It’s not all about alcohol - we offer a selection of more than 10 alcohol free/LA beers and ciders. 

Research by CBRE confirms that 29% of pub visits no longer involve the consumption of alcohol, and 37% of all 

restaurant meals are alcohol free. Pubs are now in the business of entertainment, and at the Red Lion we have 

something for everyone, no matter what is your taste, age or interests: 

Monday Funday is a time for the younger cohorts to meet and play board and card games. Hear talks on travel and 

adventure. Learn how to be a Barista and how to pour the perfect pint. On the last Monday of the month it’s also 

Open Mic for any budding musician to practise their skills and take part in a little soiree. 

Tuesday Darts night involves a competitive league of home and away fixtures. The Red Arrows are the team to 

follow on the darts circuit and the Red Lion offers the best team burger and chips. 

Wednesday Quiz is a test your knowledge against c. 10 local teams slogging it out for the top spot, or join up for 

Ralph’s Pointless quiz. There’s also an afternoon film club viewing and sometimes a Paddock classic car evening. 

Thursday Combo is now well established as a Thursday evening regular for all kinds of live music with a rotating 

themed street food offering from as far afield as Mexico or Greece or even Nepal. 

Friday Mum and Dads night usually gives way to their more energetic, agile and trendy offspring for enjoying their 

own piano recitals or playlists until late into the night. 

Saturday Sports day includes rugby, tennis, golf and some national sports fixtures, or often special celebrations. 

Sunday is of course not a Sunday without the traditional roast lunch. Only the best locally produced Charolais beef 

or rolled shoulder of pork will do. Then it’s chill out time to round off a typical week. 

There’s much more to come at the Red Lion - follow our instagram @redlionblew for more information. Everyday 

our Ukrainian Lionsden kitchen team produce homemade authentic Ukrainian dishes for lunch or dinner, including 

deruny (potato rosti), Shuba (chopped herring), borscht with ribeye strips, chicken schnitzel with avocado salad and 

then to finish with Charlotka apple crumble and Medovik honey cake puddings. Hospitality is changing faster than 

you can say cheers! John and Annabel 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE MALTHUS TRUST 

The Trustees once again welcome applications from any Blewbury resident of any age for help with the current 

financial pressures. Applications to other sources for help will not prevent you for being eligible for help from us. 

The application process is totally confidential; forms will be available from 28th October inside the Church porch, 

just call in and pick one up! If you are stuck at home and unable to collect a form, please call one of our Trustees on 

(01235) 851057 and a form will be delivered to you. Alternatively, please email us on MalthusTrust@gmail.com and 

a form can be emailed to you. The closing date for applications is 22nd November and the return addresses will be 

shown on the forms. We hope to distribute funds in late November/early December. 
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Quaker Wood replanting. We’ve received the plants to 

replace those which didn’t survive the drought; 242 trees and 

270 hedging plants! This time we have bought plug plants 

rather than bare rooted to give a higher expectation of 

success. We’ve made a start at replanting them but need help 

on Sat 1 Nov from 0930 to 1230.  Please bring your own spade, 

protective gloves and a drink. Meet at the gate into the wood. 

We may need another session after this so if you can’t make 

this date, join our volunteers mailing list and we can keep you 

informed. (We hope it won’t be as wet as last year – the photo shows a lot of mud!). 

Miles to Malts: tales of a 666-mile walk from Blewbury to Islay, Mon 3 Nov, 8pm Melland Room. What’s it like to 

walk 15+ miles a day for seven weeks? Which bits hurt the most? Neville Hargreaves will share stories and pictures 

from his epic walk in aid of the Motor Neurone Disease Association (and perhaps a dram of Islay whisky if you’re 

lucky). Fear not – no pictures of his feet will be shared. Tickets £8 (includes a drink) on the door (opens 7.45pm)  

Nature Reserve volunteering, Sat 8 Nov, 9.30am to noon We need to continue scything and raking the ‘orchard’ 

area and weeding around the hedging. Bring your own protective gloves and a drink. Meet at the Nature Reserve. 

More details from the secretary.  

Repair café, Sun 23 Nov, 2 to 4pm, Village Hall. Bring your household items including clothing, electrical, and 

gardening articles for mending, tools for sharpening and bikes for fixing for free. Come and see what’s happening 

and meet other supporters. Refreshments available. Donations welcome to cover costs.  

Medlars at the Community Orchard, Ticker’s Folly. There is a large crop of medlars, almost ripe for picking. Why 

not experiment with making some jelly from this traditional fruit?  Please help yourself. 

Apple juicing was very popular this year, reflecting the vast number of 

apples, pears and quinces locally, with many examples of branches 

breaking under the weight of fruit. Apart from the first session in 

August, all the public juicing sessions were very well attended and there 

were a record numbers of private bookings of the equipment. As well 

as making use of excess fruit, the sessions have been a good way for 

newcomers to meet other people from the village and for people to 

share ideas, for example, juicing apples and quince together. Thank you 

to everyone who came and helped us. 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE 

   FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME 
E-MAIL TEL NO. 

Folding table width 24cms, 2 drop leaves 80cm, 160cm fully extended  

Oval pedestal leg dining table, seat 6 comfortably, L 172cm, W 110cm 

Ladies’ ‘sit up and beg’ bicycle 19ins frame with lights and pannier. 

Chris Cook 

chrissieann47@hotmail.com 

 

07786 

635062 

 

12 floor tiles 12" x 12" square.  Dark green mottled pattern. Perfect 

condition. 

Pat Mattimore 

bernardmat@btinternet.com 

 

851088 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 

If you want to know more about Sustainable Blewbury and become a supporter who receives occasional 

newsletters, email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. 

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 

D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic 

Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.  

Next meeting: November 18th - ‘Good Hare Days! ‘ by nature photographer David 

Bailey. For details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit 

https://www.didcot.u3asite.uk/. 

BRIDGE CLUB 

Apologies to the Bridge Club and to Finn Clark – for reasons of space I’ve had to defer his article until next month. 

It’ll be worth the wait! Editor 
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NATURE NOTES: BATS 

At the time of writing it will soon be All Hallows Eve. This tradition is based on the Celtic festival of Samhain. It 

marked the end of the autumn harvest season and the beginning of winter, when it was thought by the ancients 

that the veil between the living and the dead was at its thinnest. One group of animals that has been associated 

with this time of year, and conjures images of spooky shenanigans, is the Bats. This association dates back millennia, 

due to their nocturnal and cave dwelling habits, but was cemented in Bram Stoker’s 1897 novel Dracula – possibly 

based on stories from South America where a blood sucking ‘Vampire’ bat (Desmodus rotundus) lives. 

There are 18 species of bat in the UK, 14 of which have been recorded in Oxfordshire. Probably the UK list will soon 

be down to 17, as a single male Greater Mouse-eared Bat hibernated alone for 20 years in an abandoned railway 

tunnel in Sussex! Hope springs eternal, and a female of the species was found on the South Downs; alas the old male 

has not been seen this year. This species is about the size of a small rabbit with a wingspan of half a metre.  

Whilst I have seen many bats in Blewbury of differing sizes and habits, I have yet to compile a list of species for the 

village. During the warm summer months when insects take to the air, the small Pipistrelle bats (of which there are 

three species) can been seen searching the trees and gardens. A good spot to see them in the village is at the Play 

Close. During the second act of the play this year I noted a much larger bat emerge across the stage which I have 

tentatively identified as a Brown Long-eared Bat, with a wingspan of up to 30cm and a slow, fluttery flight, although 

I cannot rule out Natterer’s Bat. Bats do not deserve their ghostly reputation; they are in fact highly beneficial to 

the environment and deserve our respect, especially when it comes to insect control and consuming mosquitos, 

which actually do suck our blood! Glen Meadows 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR MP, OLLY GLOVER   

The past month has been busy, with the Liberal Democrat Conference, parliamentary work, and constituency 

engagements. Notably, I’m honoured to have been appointed as the Liberal Democrats’ Transport Spokesperson.  

At the Liberal Democrat Conference in Bournemouth, it was a pleasure to meet so many people, to contribute to 

policy discussions and outline key local issues. Highlights included interviews with ITV and LBC, taking part in a Q&A 

on men and boys’ mental health and wellbeing, and proposing a new policy to protect the UK’s space sector - citing 

the vital role of Culham and Harwell in supporting our national economy.  

In Parliament, I attended an event focused on the future of the UK Space Strategy, spoke at the High Speed Rail 

Group’s Political Engagement Network meeting, and met with Wave Optics, a manufacturing site based in the 

constituency. I also attended the launch of the new PlaceShapers report exploring the potential of housing 

associations, and continued my ongoing work as a member of the Transport Committee.  

Back in the constituency, I met with the new parking regulators and the Orchard Centre in Didcot along with the 

Centre’s manager, where I pressed them on the new parking payment method, antisocial behaviour, Christmas 

lights this year, and traffic issues – I will be meeting with them again and reporting back on progress. I enjoyed 

meeting young people from Youth Challenge, and attended a climate event in Oxford with constituents. I have also 

recently released a health survey, see this link: https://oxonlibdems.typeform.com/25healthsurvey.  

Outside of work, I managed a short cycling trip across Europe; there is so much we can learn from our European 

partners about safe, accessible, and sustainable travel. As always, if there is anything you feel I can help you with, 

please do not hesitate to contact me and my team at olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk, or by leaving a voice message 

on 0207 219 7657. Olly Glover, MP for Didcot and Wantage  

CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT – APPLE DAYS 

Following on from the Sustainable Blewbury Apple Pressing sessions that I used to help with, I inaugurated Apple 

Days at the Riley Park Community Garden here three years ago. For the first year we hired shredding equipment 

from the wonderful local Tool Library and borrowed a press from another Community Garden. With grant money 

from the Vancouver Foundation, we bought a press for the second year, and later a shredder too. This is hand 

operated and nowhere near as efficient as the Shark machine used in Blewbury, but it gets the job done, and 

everyone takes a turn at the wheel. In addition to juicing the apples, our volunteers bring a potluck dish to share. 

This year one of our very clever volunteers made an apple piñata out of papier mache painted red and filled with 

jelly worms and dried apple slices; the kids got a chance to try and smash the piñata with a stick, it was great fun! 

We also have a dehydrator; volunteers prepare and slice apples for loading into the dehydrator trays where they 

dry out overnight, and we sell small bags of these to raise money for our Neighbourhood House. We have now 

introduced a way of using up the pomace left after the pressing process - Apple Cider Vinegar. Participants take 

home a jar containing the waste from the apples, water, sugar syrup and a splash of mature ACV to get it going; the 

process takes 2-4 weeks to complete. At our final event, we welcomed a local brewing supplies firm who gave us 

tips on making cider; he tasted my effort and pronounced it powerful! Needless to say, this all takes a lot of planning 

and I am very grateful to my core (!) of willing volunteers who make it all happen every year. Angela Hoy 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 15 October 2025, Melland Room, Blewbury 

Clubhouse. Present: Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Andy Evason, Anne Millman (chair), Lee Robinson, Julia Saunders 

and Mark Shayler. Also present: district councillor Hayleigh Gascoigne, county councillor Rebekah Fletcher, Michelle 

Taylor-Parish (clerk). There were apologies from Dermot Mathias and Iain Wood (lengthman). 

Local news - The council is undergoing a change of personnel and wants to note our thanks to Lydia Inglis, who has 

stepped down before the summer, for her 10 years of service on the committee. Her responsibility as lead on 

Planning has gone to Lee Robinson. Speed Watch, BPC and Oxfordshire County Council are working on placing 

bollards at strategic points at the village to help create safer crossing points. We continue to push for a pedestrian 

crossing near the recreation ground and will be consulting the parish about it. We agreed the installation of a 

borehole at the TTF croquet lawn for more sustainable watering and replanting of border near tennis club. As from 

1 November the height barrier on TFF carpark and recreation ground will be padlocked shut. Contact the clerk if you 

need access. 

Local Government Changes - Rebekah Fletcher highlighted that Assisted Reading for Children in Oxfordshire is 

asking for volunteers to help young learners so please do contact them if you are able. She is eager to meet locals 

so open to suggestions how to reach the public after her pub walk. Hayleigh reported that the Joint Local Plan has 

run into difficulties on cooperation with Oxford City Council on house building and is waiting to hear of next steps.  

Planning Applications - Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All 

Blewbury planning applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in 

the ‘Parish’ section of the Blewbury website (www.blewbury.co.uk/parish/planning/), updated monthly. This also 

has links to the Vale’s planning site, with full details and plans for all applications. 

Responses to the District Council - P25/V1935/LB: The Cleve South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. Various 

internal and external works, including; alterations to fireplaces, the replacement of cementitious plaster with lime 

plaster throughout the building and the reduction of the external ground level outside the kitchen window. No 

objection. 

P25/V1918/HH: Lowmans South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. External swimming pool and associated 

equipment. No objection. 

P25/V1979/S73: Fieldside Farm Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QB. Variation of conditions 2 & 7 on 

application ref. P24/V2620/S73 - internal layouts & window/door positions revised; revert to previously approved 

Ashlar stone materials to rear single storey extension; additional chimney; outbuilding repositioned and alteration 

of opening from 3 arches to one arch Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans) and 7 (External materials) on 

application P24/V1397/FUL - to make changes to the internal and external design and materials in order to improve 

living accommodation and aesthetics. (Self-build replacement dwelling with garage and outbuilding). No objection.  

P25/V1920/LB: Stocks Chapel Lane Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PQ. Replacement of 6no. modern single glazed windows 

in poor repair with 6no. new timber windows with slim profile double glazing in the same apertures. No objection.   

Decisions from the District Council - P25/V1413/FUL: Carramores Church Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PY.  

Conversion of existing outbuilding to separate, one-bedroom, private dwelling. No objection, but the PC would like 

to see a condition imposed – to prevent future development on this site via the suspension of usual permitted 

development rights. Granted on 11th September 2025.  

Need to contact your parish councillors? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane, 

Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Dermot Mathias The Old Mill, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, 

Church End, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens, Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Mark Shayler 2 

Eastfields 

Michelle Taylor-Parish (clerk) 07968772935 blewburypc@gmail.com  

The next parish council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 19 November 2025, in the Melland Room at the 

Clubhouse.  

OXFORD CONGESTION CHARGE 

Congestion Charge Permits – The Oxford temporary congestion charge for cars comes into effect on 29th October. 

Oxfordshire residents can apply for a free permit that gives you 25 day passes per car per calendar year. Households 

can apply for a maximum of two cars. Each pass is valid for one day’s travel for all six congestion charge locations. 

Without a permit, car drivers can choose an alternative route or mode of transport or pay the daily charge. 

Additional permits are available for certain groups including Blue Badge holders, unpaid carers, community health 

and care workers, mobile traders and patients required to attend frequent hospital appointments in Oxford. 

You can apply here: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-

cars/congestion-charge-permits . 
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are Nov 4th and 18th. For 

further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966. We would 

welcome any new members to come and join us.  

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or 

online services like health and banking. Astons Online CIC events and support are free and open to all. There are in-

person one-to-one sessions in Aston Upthorpe Village Hall (OX119EQ) on Tuesday 18 November from 10:00 to 12 

noon. Please book an appointment by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 07780 958249. We’re 

available for 1:1 sessions on Tuesday mornings between 10 and 12 using Zoom, Facetime, WhatsApp or phone. 
 

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in 

hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service 

which relies entirely on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to 

arrange a driver. Please note that journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad. 

To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be 

prompted to leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name 

and telephone number. Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible. 
 

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm. 
 

  VILLAGE DIARY for November 2025 Page 
Saturday 1 9.30 am - 12.30 Quaker Wood replanting, Quaker Wood 19 

Monday 3 8 pm SB talk: Miles to Malts walk, Melland Room 19 

Tuesday 4 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 

Saturday 8 9.30 am - 12 noon Nature Reserve volunteering, Nature Reserve 19 

Saturday 8 6 pm Fireworks Night, Tickers Folly Field 9 

Monday 10 10 - 11.30 am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 7 

Tuesday 11 8 pm Local History Group meeting at Robinsons, Parsonage Lane 7 

Wednesday 12 2 pm BlewTube: Calendar Girls, Village Hall 11 

Friday 14 10 am - 5 pm Freddy Paske Art Exhibition, Melland Room (also 15th and 16th) 7 

Saturday 15 3 - 5 pm Autumn Book Fair, St Michael’s Church 7 

Tuesday 18 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 

Tuesday 18 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for December Bulletin  

Wednesday 19 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21 

Saturday 22  Closing date for Malthus Trust applications 18 

Sunday 23 2 - 4 pm SB Repair Café, Village Hall 19 

Sunday 23 5.30 pm Karen Sharp All Stars concert, St Michael’s Church 7 

Tuesday 25 7.30 pm BlewShed AGM, meeting, bee-keeping talk, The Shed, Recreation 

Ground 

15 

Wednesday 26 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: Cold War reporter, Vale Room 17 

Friday 28 7 for 7.30 pm Blewbury Players Open Evening, Village Hall 17 

Saturday 29 10 am Advent Wreath-Making, St Michael’s Church 7 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and immediately 

neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services, are not widely 

advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement of the products or 

services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes: 

• 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)    • 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)    • 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 

Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are 

advertising a village event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.  

All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk in the first instance, ideally as a Microsoft Word, Microsoft 

PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin goes to 

press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make the appropriate arrangements. 

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, which can be submitted in the same way as advertisements – see 

above. We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication 

must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The editor 

reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin. 

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information, 

the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplin1@gmail.com. 

Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplin1@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution 

Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson 

treasurer@blewbury.co.uk  Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk. 


