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Number 681 1-24 December 2025 

HELP US BUILD A NEW SKATEPARK FOR BLEWBURY 

The much-loved Skate Ramp at the recreation ground has sadly had to close due to safety concerns. The Parish 

Council is now raising funds to replace it with a modern, safe and exciting new Skatepark - and we need your help. 

Since it was first built in 2002 by Jill Boorman as part of Kids at Play, the skate ramp has been a vital space for our 

community. For more than 20 years, young children and teenagers have used it to develop their skills on 

skateboards, rollerblades, scooters and BMX bikes. It has been a place of fun, confidence-building, friendship – even 

the occasional courageous adult had given it a go! 

We are looking to build a brand-new Skatepark that will provide a fantastic facility for the next generation. But the 

costs are significant - we still need to raise £50,000. We have been working hard already to raise the money and 

have secured a substantial contribution, but we need the support of the community to make this project a reality.

 
One possible design for the new Skatepark – we’re at an early stage. Other designs are being considered and will be 

considered in a tender process organised by the Parish Council. 

This JustGiving page gives everyone in the village (and beyond) the chance to be part of creating something truly 

special for our young people. Please donate if you are able - every contribution helps. 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/blewbury-new-skatepark?utm_medium=CR&utm_source=CL 

Thank you so much for your support. Paul Whitehead and Lucy Pritchard 

VILLAGE CAROL CONCERT – THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER – ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH 

Everybody welcome! Orchestra rehearsal 7.00-7.30, doors open 7.35pm, concert starts at 8pm. As in the past, lots 

of great carols for all to sing with items from the school, church choir, orchestra, Blewbury Brass Band and some 

festive readings. A joyful evening which heralds all Christmas festivities. Retiring collection for Didcot Foodbank. 

How to join the ad hoc orchestra 

If you can play any instrument at Grade 3 level and upwards, do come and join our ad hoc orchestra. The only further 

qualification needed is enthusiasm! The music is very straightforward and is available from early December if you 

would like to practise beforehand. It is helpful to know how many chairs to put out so please contact Lindy 

on rmmfarrell@gmail.com to reserve yours. Please arrive at 6.50, ready to play at 7.00pm and bring a music stand. 

BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY 

The winning numbers for this month's Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows:  

Nov Draw 1st - 035; 2nd - 059; 3rd - 061. The prize fund was shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners and 

£177.50 was raised for Blewbury Pre-School. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for 

their continued support. Membership spaces are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a 

form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also available from Blewbury Post Office - or email 

lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk 

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE 

If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press 

service at www.blewbury.co.uk/. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied, no addresses are shared. 
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A HEARTFELT REMEMBRANCE SERVICE AT BLEWBURY SCHOOL 

On Armistice Day on 11th November, our school community came 

together for a deeply moving Remembrance Service in church, which 

was well attended by pupils, staff, parents, school governors and 

members of the local community. It was a time to pause, reflect and 

give thanks for the bravery and sacrifice of those who have served and 

continue to serve. The children shared thoughtful poems, heartfelt 

readings and beautifully sung songs that truly captured the spirit of 

remembrance. Their respect and sincerity shone through every 

moment, reminding us all of the importance of remembering together. 

A special thank you must go to Bruce from Blewbury Brass Band, who 

played The Last Post so poignantly on the cornet. His performance 

added great depth and emotion to the service and provided a touching 

moment of reflection ahead of the two minutes silence. 

As the silence ended, the muffled sound of the church bells echoed 

across the village - a traditional sign of respect that perfectly closed the 

service. It was a moving and memorable moment for everyone present. 

We are incredibly proud of all our children for the dignity, care and 

thoughtfulness they showed throughout the occasion. It was a fitting 

tribute to those who have given so much. 

COFFEE & KIDS! 

Our next session is on Monday 1st December from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale 

Room, Blewbury Village Hall. 

We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or 

carers, to our CHRISTMAS themed morning. The POSADA (pictured), a Mexican 

tradition, starts its journey across Blewbury. Mary & Joseph with their donkey will 

be hosted by families in Blewbury through Advent until they reach the Crib Service 

on Christmas Eve. Other stops will include our Pre-school and Primary School. With 

Niki's help we will be making Christmas cards, then play with the knitted crib figures 

as we listen to the Christmas story and sing carols. Here is a warm, friendly and safe 

place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones 

have fun with toys and learn to play together. A donation of £2 is appreciated 

towards our costs. Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Any 

queries, contact Louise on 07837 009730. Louise Butler 

COUNCILLOR REBEKAH FLETCHER – OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

The last few weeks have been busy, largely with road resurfacing issues. Many 

residents were affected by overnight closures of a section of Didcot Road, 

Harwell. Communication and planning around these roadworks was poor. I 

attended the site every night with OCC officers to ensure everything ran to 

schedule; on the positive side, works finished three days early. I have arranged 

a follow-up meeting with senior officers to review and improve processes. 

Thank you to everyone who came to join our pubs of the parishes walk; in 

particular, John and Annabel from the Red Lion Blewbury, who between them 

joined the entire walk, and to the Station Garden, who put on free tea and coffee 

to set us up for the day. I’m keen to continue a programme of public 

engagement, so will be doing more walks in the future, with particular focus on 

issues raised with me directly, such as SEND and Adult Social Care. If you have any ideas for topics you think it would 

be valuable to discuss, please let me know. Contact details: rebekah.fletcher@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

Congestion Charge Permits – The Oxford temporary congestion charge for cars is now in effect. If you have yet to 

apply for your 25 permits, you can still do so here: 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/oxfords-temporary-congestion-charge-cars/apply-permit  

SESRO – Thames Water has launched its statutory consultation. It will close on 13 January 2026 find out more here: 

https://thames-sro.co.uk/public-consultations/south-east-strategic-reservoir-option-sesro-statutory-consultation-2025/  

Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue: there is a consultation on this too, see article on page 9.   
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BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 

Thank you to everyone who came to Bonfire Night, and particularly to the Amazons for 

lending us their floodlights, James Barrett for a fantastic fire, Pete Baker for the amazing 

fireworks display, Caroline Pettigrew for organising the wood collection, James Wanstall, 

the Allens, Matt Napper and David Harbour for their contributions, and all the helpers 

who collected wood, baked and served potatoes, ran the entrance desks, marshalled, 

organised and served beer, mulled wine and other goodies, and much more: we could not have done it without you! 

A record 1,100+ people attended, meaning that we should be able to announce a record profit once the final figures 

are in; this will be used to help fund the new Skatepark planned for the village. 

Thanks to the generosity of attendees at the Halloween Disco and donations to 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/smwef, we have been able to send £1300 to St. Miracle Works 

Educational Foundation in Ghana to provide food, books and clothing for the orphanage/school in Senya Beraku. 

The JustGiving link remains open if anyone else would like to donate to this important cause. 

Christmas is coming… 

The BVS is delighted to continue running two favourite Christmas events this year: Santa’s Sleigh and Carols on the 

Playclose on Christmas Eve; and the Boxing Day Walk on 26th December. See the separate advertisement in this 

Bulletin for more details about these events. 

• Wednesday 24th December – Santa’s Sleigh and Carols on the Playclose. Santa’s village tour starts at 

Boham’s Road (London Road end) at 5:00 pm and ends in the Playclose at 6:30 pm, where he will give out presents. 

Please see the main advert on page 3 for details of how to get your child onto Santa’s list! 

• Friday 26th December – Boxing Day Walk. Registration from 10:00 am at the Village Hall, skits at 10:30 am 

and walk at 11:00 am. 

Plus, do join us to blow off the cobwebs/clear the hangover for the convivial Roger Cambray Memorial Walk from 

Blewbury to The Bell Inn at Aldworth and start the new year on a high note! We meet at The Pound at 10:30 am on 

Thursday 1st January 2026. 

BVS marquee for hire 

The BVS marquee is available for hire by other groups, societies and individuals in the village for a small charge. It 

measures 12m × 6m and has sides if needed. If you were at the Beer Festival, or have supported the Fireworks Night 

or Summer Dance, you may have seen it in action. To book it, contact lydia.wanstall@gmail.com. 

DEATH BY SHAKESPEARE TALK POSTPONED 

Due to circumstances beyond my control, I’m sorry to say that this talk, has had to be 

postponed from 11th December until the new year. However, our speaker, Kathryn Harkup, 

is still keen to come, so we can still be sure of enjoying this fascinating and funny talk before 

too long. In the meantime, ticket sales will be suspended until the new date is set. Tickets 

that have already been sold will still be good for the postponed event, but if anyone would 

prefer a refund just let me know and we’ll get it sorted. Apologies for the disappointment, 

but I’m looking to forward to Death by Shakespeare kicking off another great year of 

Shakespearean entertainment in 2026!   Chris Whatmore 

FOOD BANK DATES SATURDAY 29th NOVEMBER – MONDAY 8th DECEMBER 

Last collection before Christmas; Christmas treats for children, plus all usual items, would be especially welcome. 

Please give generously if you are able. The Didcot Emergency Foodbank is still helping a large number of needy 

families, and sadly there is still a very high demand. If you can help by giving even one item it will make a difference. 

The collection boxes are outside the Charity School House on these dates or at The Post Office any time. Please 

make sure that all food is within its sell by date. Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade 

preserves. CASH DONATIONS, HOWEVER SMALL, ARE VERY WELCOME. To make a donation online, visit 

https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ and select Foodbank. St Michael’s Action Group, Didcot Food Bank 

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

The Miser of Blewbury. The Reverend Morgan Jones was Curate of Blewbury until his death in 1827. He was 

renowned for his parsimony, never spending a penny that he could avoid. His coat was full of holes and poor repairs, 

having been worn every day, year after year. The coat forms part of a collection of Jones’s possessions currently 

held, on behalf of the village, by the History Group. The collection also includes shoes, a neckerchief, spectacles, an 

ink well, a threadbare toothbrush and a few letters.  

We are planning to conserve the collection professionally and display it in an accessible location in the village. This 

will cost a considerable amount and so, in the New Year, we will be launching a funding appeal to save these historic 

village treasures from further decay. More news to follow. Dave Carless 
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ROAD SAFETY IN BLEWBURY: SPEEDWATCH AND BLEWBURY PARISH COUNCIL (BPC) UPDATE 

Further to our piece in the April 2025 Bulletin, we are delighted to advise that 

funding has been ear-marked for a Pedestrian Crossing at Savages and will be 

the subject of consultation in the near future. 

Shortly work will begin at the top of South Street where Wig Wags (see picture) 

will be installed. These will be illuminated when the schoolchildren cross the 

road; this should make crossing safer for all involved. 

The next unofficial crossing to be installed will be at Winterbrook Farm and 

Bessels Lea, marked by bollards on each side of the road.   

The bollards at the allotments will be replaced and there will be a further 

crossing point near to the Blewbury Service station.  These should all be in situ 

over the coming 12 months. We would also like to thank Charlotte Whyte and 

her ‘Kids Against Traffic’ team for the many colourful ‘please slow down’ posters. 

If anyone would like any further information please email Jill Ingoldby on 

jingoldby@btinternet.com.  Many thanks. (Speaking of safety, we’re still hearing 

of people cycling without lights – please use them! – Editor)   

SUMMER CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM THE COLEBROOKS 

Dear Blewbury, seasonal greetings from the other side of the world. In September we made the brave and exciting 

move away from Blewbury, where we had lived for over 30 years, to be with our family who live in New Zealand. 

From start to finish, emigration has been a very long process and we still feel as though we are on a strange holiday. 

We loved living in Blewbury, getting to know so many of its wonderful residents and being involved in the many 

charities. The more involved we became with village life, the more we enjoyed living there. It will always be a special 

place in our hearts.  

It has been pretty amazing to be dropped into a new society at our very “mature” age. Being with our daughters 

and our grandchildren has helped the transition enormously and the language is English which has been a bonus for 

us. Māori words and placenames are “tough”, but our daughters have made it a personal challenge to bring us up 

to speed. The weather is getting warmer by the day, which is so cheering, although when it rains oh boy does it rain. 

We still find it hard to ‘understand’ why Christmas items are in the shops when it is not cold! 

Latest Colebrook news. We are in the process of buying a house in Cambridge NZ, and it will be lovely to have our 

own home again; it has been quite hard to be homeless. We have been staying with one or other daughter or in 

Airbnbs. Some of these have been in spectacular locations with the most amazing scenery. A car has been 

purchased; hybrid, so we are trying to do our bit for the environment. I have no qualms about driving an automatic, 

although Rog still misses his manual gear box. Our furniture should arrive by the end of November and we wonder 

what storms and heatwaves it has been through during its journey.  

I still read the BVS Facebook page and it is so lovely to be connected to home. We wish you all a very happy Christmas 

and know that Claire and Ian will enjoy being in Little Cleve for the festive period as much as we did. Wish we were 

there to try The Blueberry’s new restaurant too, it looks as if it is going to be amazing. And our very best wishes to 

Blewbury Players as they reach a major milestone next year. Had great fun working with them.  

Our love to you all, Sue Colebrook 

HELP FOR UNPAID CARERS IN OXFORDSHIRE  
Caring looks different for everyone – for some it might be a couple of hours a week, for others it might be all day, 

every day. Many caring today wouldn't identify as carers but are faced with real emotional, practical and financial 

difficulties. Their care counts, and we want to make life easier for people who care for others by ensuring they get 

the support they need and deserve. Visit https://www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/ to access this free support. 

provided by this charity partnership on behalf of Oxfordshire County Council.  
   

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF OUR FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue has reviewed its emergency response and community safety services and is now seeking 

residents’ feedback on proposals to enhance safety, efficiency, and resilience. Share your views here: 

https://letstalk.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ofrs-consultation. 

VILLAGE HALL  

A reminder that our Brush Party is on Tuesday 2nd December at 7pm. All materials are provided, along with a free 

drink and mince pie on arrival, with a licensed bar and a raffle, all in aid of village hall funds. Tickets available from  

http://buytickets.at/blewburyvillagehall/189181 or at the Post Office. Also our December film is on 10th December 

at 2 pm in the Vale Room.  
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News from St. Michael’s 

 

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle 

BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 
 

How to contact us: - 

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-2.30 

pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email office@churnchurches.co.uk. 

Website www.churnchurches.co.uk  
 

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the 

office via email or on the office number. 
 

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267   office@churnchurches.co.uk 
 

  

 

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730   revlouiseb@aol.com  
 

  

Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com 
 

  

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk  

 

       In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link 

https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline at 8pm during weekdays via 

link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.  

        Everyone is invited to the mid-week communion service every Wednesday at 10am at St Andrew’s Hagbourne, 

as well as the Mothers’ Union communion service on the third Thursday of the month in Upton. We would also be 

delighted to arrange for home communion for those who are unable to attend a service. 

Services in December at St Michael’s 

Thursday  5th   7.00 pm Time for Reflection 

Saturday 6th  10.30am Prayer service supporting the campaign against gender-

based violence at St Mary’s UPTON 

� Sunday 7th December      Second Sunday of Advent 

 8.00 am 

10.30 am 

Holy Communion 

All Age service 

Wednesday 10th   7.30 pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House 

� Sunday 14th December Third Sunday of Advent 

 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Thursday  18th  10.00 am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion at St Mary’s UPTON 

� Sunday 21st December  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 10.30 am No morning service today 

 4.00 pm Carols by Candlelight followed by refreshments 

Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve 

 5.45 pm Crib Service 

 10.00 pm Midnight Mass 

Thursday 25th Christmas Day 

 8.00 am Holy Communion 

 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 

� Sunday 28th December First Sunday of Christmas 

 10.30 am Parish Service 

ECUMENICAL ADVENT GROUP 2025 Fridays 28 November and 5,12 & 19 December from 10:30 am to 12 noon at 

the home of Jenny Loder (contact Elaine for the address).  

To book a place, contact Jenny 01235 51019 or Josie Midwinter 01235 759398. We will be following 

a booklet entitled ‘Gracious Dialogue’ – A guide to listening and speaking well about Israel and 

Palestine.  It is produced by Embrace the Middle East which has over 100 years’ experience working 

in that part of the world.  

Fellowship by the fire 

Home group usually every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm at the Charity School House, Blewbury. 

Please note we are not meeting on December 24th! Current theme:   Women in the Bible. Everybody welcome. 
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Children, Sailors and the 6th December 
 

As you read this piece, you may well be wondering: what is the connection between 

Children, Sailors and 6th December? 

 

The answer lies in St Nicholas, whose feast day is 6th December. St Nicholas is the 

patron saint of children and of sailors. Apparently, churches dedicated to St Nicholas 

are often found near the coast, and some at least were built so that they could be 

seen from the sea.  

 

Unfortunately, hardly anything is known about the real St Nicholas, beyond the fact 

that he was Bishop of Myra and died in c.326.  By the 12th century, he had become a 

very popular saint in Western Europe. Locally,  a church was dedicated to him in Abingdon and he also appears in the 

Chantry Chapel window in All Saints North Moreton. 

 

One of the stories associated with St Nicholas is that he provided dowries for three young women, in the form of 

bags of gold, so that they could get married. Sometimes this story is illustrated by a picture of three children 

standing in a tub at the saint’s side.  This probably explains why St. Nicholas is regarded as the patron saint of 

children. Over the centuries, a custom arose of giving children gifts on his feast day, 6th December, and this is the 

origin of  Santa Claus,  “Santa Claus” being a popular form of “St Nicholas”. 

 

So what might this have to say to us today?  Why should anyone be interested in an obscure saint, about which 

hardly anything is known for certain? 

 

Various answers could be given to this question, but the answer I wish to focus on is the importance of protecting 

and caring for children. St. Nicholas is the patron saint of children.  Children are always in a vulnerable position, 

being dependent on adults for their care, education and general well-being. Sadly, some children find themselves in 

situations where they are particularly vulnerable. Our schools and social services do wonderful work caring for 

vulnerable children, but ultimately the care of children is the responsibility of all of us. We all have a responsibility to 

care for the young people in our society.   

 

I wonder if we might spend some time on 6th December to think about the young people in our own lives. How can 

we support and encourage them? How might we show that we care?  I suspect that we will not be in a position to 

hand out bags of gold, but all of us will be able to do something to make a positive difference in the life of a child or 

young adult. Sometimes it is a simple as showing an interest and being willing to listen.             Father Jason 
Baptism in November at St Michael’s Blewbury: 30th November: Patrick Guy Allen Napper.  

May God’s blessing of peace and joy be with him and protect him all of his days 
 

Wedding in November at St Michael’s Blewbury: 2nd November: Matthew Duckett and Shayini Surendrakumar 

God of love, we thank you for the gift of marriage and for the joys it brings. 

Mother’s Union news: DECEMBER IN UPTON!  

St. Mary's Upton have kindly invited to host us in the colder months.  

Transport can be arranged from Blewbury. 

Saturday 6th December at 10.30am: Louise will lead a 30 min prayer service supporting the 

campaign against gender-based violence. Refreshments afterwards. 

Thursday 18th December at 10am: Monthly Eucharist followed by fellowship and refreshments 

Free organ recital at St Andrew’s Hagbourne East Hagbourne OX11 9LP 

Every first Sunday of the month. Next recital: 7th December at 5pm 

Organist: Charles Kingston. Everyone welcome! 

 Village Carol Concert – Thursday 18th December at 8pm 

Orchestra rehearses at 7pm. Doors open at 7.35pm.  

For more details, please see separate entry elsewhere in the Bulletin.  
Food Bank Collection: Saturday 29 November till Monday 8 December 

Thank you for your continued generosity. Giving even one item to the Didcot Emergency Foodbank will make a 

difference to the Foodbank’s ability to help those in need. Drop off at the Old School House between the dates 

above or at the Post Office anytime. Regular or one-off financial donations to the Didcot Foodbank can be made via 

https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ choosing “Foodbank” as your option.     - St Michael's Action Group 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook:  

Look for @churnchurches on Instagram and Churn-Benefice on Facebook 

 
St Nicholas in the Chantry Chapel 

Window, All Saints’ North Moreton. 

Photo courtesy of Nick Sanders 
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BLEWSING – BLEWBURY CHOIR 

Do you like singing? You are most welcome to join Blewsing; Spring sessions start on Thursday 

January 8th. BlewSing meet weekly in term times on Thursday evenings at the Melland Room 

on the Recreation Ground on Blewbury 7.30 – 9.15 p.m. with Mark Stanley as their teacher 

and conductor. The choir always sings for pleasure. There are no auditions and no requirement to read music; the 

only requirement is simply a love of singing.  We need to know who is coming along so, if you would like to join us 

and/or would like further information re dates, fees,  repertoire  etc , please contact Sheila Loy on 

sloy24@gmail.com or have a look at our website: https://www.blewsing.org/  

CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT 

Seeing all the wonderful multi-coloured maple leaves falling in recent weeks has 

made me think about the Canadian flag and how it came into existence.  I learned 

that there are ten species of maple trees (Acer spp) native to Canada, including 

the sugar, black silver, bigleaf, red, mountain, striped, Douglas, vine and 

Manitoba.  The flag is a composite of all of these, although to my eye it seems to 

be mainly based on the Red and Sugar maples.  

The history of the Canadian flag is marked by a progression from the British Red 

Ensign to the current maple leaf design, following a government debate which led 

to the selection of the single maple leaf design, officially adopted on February 15, 

1965, a date now celebrated as National Flag of Canada Day.  It consists of a red 

field with a white square at its centre in the ratio of 1∶2∶1, in which is featured one 

stylized, red, 11-pointed maple leaf in the centre. Before 1965, the Canadian Red 

Ensign had been in unofficial use since the 1860s and was later officially approved 

by a 1945 Order in Council for use "wherever place or occasion may make it desirable to fly a distinctive Canadian 

flag".  Also, the Royal Union Flag remains an official flag in Canada, to symbolize Canada's allegiance to the monarch 

and membership in the Commonwealth of Nations.  The maple leaf has been a Canadian emblem since the 19th 

century; it was first used as a national symbol in 1868 when it appeared on the coat of arms of 

both Ontario and Quebec.  During the First and Second World Wars, badges of the Canadian forces were often based 

on a maple leaf design. The maple leaf would eventually adorn the tombstones of Canadian military.  

By proclaiming the Royal Arms of Canada, King George V in 1921 made red and white the official colours of Canada; 

the former came from Saint George's Cross and the latter from the French royal emblem since King Charles VII. 

Of course, the maple tree is also responsible for arguably Canada’s most popular export, Maple Syrup, made 

originally by the indigenous peoples of northeastern North America by tapping the sap of the sugar maple (Acer 

saccharum) but also the red and black maples, and is now an integral part of local breakfasts when served with 

waffles, pancakes and porridge (yum!). Angela Hoy (ahoy2343@gmail.com) 

(Note: to enjoy Angela’s picture of maple leaves in glorious colour, please see the online Bulletin – Editor) 

NATURE NOTES: RED KITES 

Recently in the news it was announced that Red Kite chicks from the UK have been sent to Spain to boost the 

population over there. In Spain the species has suffered from persecution, and numbers have declined rapidly. How 

times have changed. On the 10th and 19th July 1990, two Welsh birds and 11 from Spain were released into Chilterns. 

Today, there are around 4,600 breeding pairs, around 17% of the global population. A rare conservation success. 

In Anglo Saxon times they were known as ‘Geld’, from which we derive our word ‘glide’. In Shakespearean times 

kites were still very common and he mentions the species in several of his plays. In a Winters Tale the roguish 

Autolycus says “when the Kite builds, look to lesser linen”. This refers to the habit of Kites stealing clothes from 

washing lines to build their nests. The bird’s association with scavenging and thievery also led to Macduff calling 

Macbeth a “hell-Kite” and for King Lear his daughter, Goneril, a “detested Kite”. 

However, the days when the Kite was tolerated and even protected by royal decree (as the Kites kept the streets 

clean with their scavenging habits) passed and they became considered vermin. By 1871 they were extinct in 

England and Scotland. Only a small rump survived in central Wales.  

Now they are common in Blewbury, almost a garden bird, but there is no need to feed them like the Robin or the 

Thrush. Feeding Kites only emboldens them; they become accustomed to this manna and will snatch food from your 

hands and meat from your barbecues. Dropped raw food then becomes food for rats and pets.  

So, I wish the Kites sent to the Extremadura region in Spain well, and hope they can be re-introduced as successfully 

as here in the UK. Glen Meadows 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT – HAYLEIGH GASCOIGNE AND DEBRA DEWHURST 

Sunday 9th November was Remembrance Sunday, and we were honoured to lay a wreath of Remembrance on behalf 

of the Vale of White Horse District Council.  

National Government’s plans to reorganise local government still dominate the discussion at the council. By the end 

of November, we will, as a council, have submitted a proposal to the Government for their consideration. To be 

clear, this will be their decision – and they have, in the case of Oxfordshire, three submissions to look at. The 

Oxfordshire unitary, the Greater Oxford model and the one which the Vale is putting forward alongside four other 

councils; Cherwell, West Ox, South Ox and West Berkshire. This proposal has the potential to save the most money 

of all the options – with possible savings reaching £59.8m a year. It would create authorities that are big enough to 

be efficient, stable and reliable, but local enough to care and be responsive to communities. 

The proposal would create two councils covering the following geographical areas: 

 Oxford and Shires Council: all of the existing district areas of Cherwell, Oxford City and West Oxfordshire. 

 Ridgeway Council would be made up of the whole of West Berkshire Council’s area and all of the existing 

district areas of South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse. 

The proposal has been designed to meet the criteria set out by the government earlier this year. Residents can read 

the full proposal or an abridged version on the website https://twocouncils.org/. 

In the last update, we explained the position with the Joint Local Plan – which is still at the examination stage, 

though the Planning Inspectorate, the organisation that oversees all Planning Inspectors, asked us to withdraw it on 

the basis of a single issue related to our duty to co-operate. Matthew Pennycook MP, Minister of State for Housing 

and Planning has since written to the Planning Inspectorate to request that they “be proportionate” in how they 

apply the guidelines related to this duty, and to consider the context. The Minister’s letter also welcomed Inspectors 

providing more opportunities during the examination process for councils to clarify how they’ve met the duty to co-

operate. Now the two councils have written to the Inspectors again requesting that they reconsider their initial 

conclusions in the light of the Minister’s letter, along with legal points the councils have raised, and Oxford’s latest 

published housing figures – which show that we have already planned enough to cover the unmet need. 

As a reminder, council meetings are held in public and if you wish to address council or committee, you can contact 

Democratic Services. If you need more guidance on this, please let us know! Please also follow us on facebook: 

www.facebook.com/CllrHayleigh; www.facebook.com/Debra4BlewburyAndHarwell. Or email:  

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and debra.dewhurst@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. 

OLLY GLOVER MP 

This month has been incredibly busy, full of constituency engagements alongside exciting activities in Parliament. 

In Parliament, I secured a commitment from the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care to help unblock 

progress on the GP surgery in Great Western Park. At Prime Minister’s Questions, I challenged the Prime Minister 

on the Government’s decision to delay SEND reforms until 2026, asking what he has to say to parents and education 

staff who are deeply worried by these delays. I also led a debate on the proposed cuts to funding for the 

International Baccalaureate (IB) programme - an issue that affects many families at Europa School - and spoke on 

the need to improve statutory maternity and paternity pay.  

I have also been busy in my new role as Transport Spokesperson - speaking in Westminster Hall debates on 

sustainable aviation and headlight glare, and pressing the Secretary of State for Transport on the environmental 

impact of the proposed third runway at Heathrow. 

It is always a pleasure to meet constituents in Parliament. Recently, I’ve met with people campaigning to end cages 

for farmed animals, and with local pharmacists attending the launch of the new Shot in the Arm vaccine campaign. 

Back in the constituency, I’ve held surgeries in Wantage and Didcot and met residents on the doorstep in East and 

West Challow. I joined members of CulBug (the Culham Bicycle User Group) for a cycle trip and opened the new 

visitor centre at Culham Campus - planting a tree and recognising 60 years of remarkable work at the site. I also had 

the pleasure of visiting Fitzwaryn Special School and Wantage Primary Academy to see Bikeability training in action 

alongside the Local Transport Minister, Lilian Greenwood. 

It was wonderful to attend SOFEA’s “Donate What You Can” community meal in Didcot, where all proceeds support 

the charity’s Nourish and Flourish programme. I also visited the Thames Travel bus depot in Didcot and made further 

progress on improving the Orchard Centre, where parking is now free after 7pm every day. Lastly, it was a privilege 

to lay a wreath in both Wallingford and Didcot at Remembrance day events, alongside laying a wreath on the Poppy 

Train at Didcot Railway Station. Lest we forget. 

As always, if there is anything you feel I can help you with, please do not hesitate to contact me and my team at 

olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk, or by leaving a voice message on 0207 219 7657.  

Olly Glover, MP for Didcot and Wantage  
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POST OFFICE & VILLAGE SHOP NEWS – DECEMBER 

We’re in full festive mode here at Blewbury Village Store and Post Office! Thank you all for your continued support 

throughout the year – it’s been wonderful to see so many familiar faces and to welcome new ones too. 

Post Office Opening Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9am – 3pm; Wednesday: 9am – 12pm 

A reminder that Royal Mail’s postage price changes came into effect on 6th 

October 2025. All parcel and international postage rates have increased, 

including the standard international letter rate, now £3.40. The cost of 1st 

and 2nd class stamps remains unchanged. 

Christmas Posting Dates 

Please allow plenty of time for your Christmas post. If possible, post early – 

especially for international deliveries. 

Last Recommended Posting Dates: 

Wednesday 17 December – 2nd Class, 2nd Class Signed For 

Friday 19 December – Royal Mail Tracked 48® 

Saturday 20 December – 1st Class, 1st Class Signed For 

Sunday 21 December – Royal Mail Tracked 24® 

Tuesday 23 December – Special Delivery Guaranteed 

Special Festive Services 

��������	 Bell Ringers’ Postal Service 

We’re delighted to be supporting the return of the Blewbury Bell Ringers’ 

Christmas Postal Service again this year. You can post your Christmas cards 

with us for delivery to local villages for a small fee, and all proceeds go directly to support our wonderful bell ringers. 

It’s a lovely way to spread festive cheer locally while helping a great community tradition. 


��
������������������ Santa’s Post Box 

The Elves will also be returning Santa’s special post box to the shop this December! All children are invited to post 

their letters to Santa in our magical red post box — and every child who does will receive a personal, handwritten 

letter from the big man himself! 

Christmas & New Year Opening Hours 

Mon 22 Dec, Tue 23 Dec: 9am – 12pm.  

Christmas Eve (Wed 24 Dec): 9am – 10am. Remaining dates to follow in the Christmas issue. 

In the Shop 

Our fresh, free-range eggs remain a favourite, with weekly deliveries ensuring they’re always available. We also 

continue to stock local honey, sweet treats, chocolates, ice lollies, and cool drinks. With Christmas just around the 

corner, we’ve got a lovely range of festive wrapping paper, cards, and gift tags, along with our usual selection of 

birthday cards, postal supplies, and local gifts — perfect for those last-minute presents and finishing touches! 

From all of us — Sarah, Karen, and Andrew — we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

WILD OXFORDSHIRE  

Winter can be quite a harsh time of year for much of our wildlife, but for some species it can offer a bit of respite 

from the harsher, colder climates further north. Winter is a fantastic time to see many bird species that we won’t 

see in summer such as redwings, fieldfares. Birds such as starlings start to flock, forming impressive murmurations 

in the sky.  Why not visit your local nature reserve on a winters day and see what new species you can find?  

The Yellow Wagtail Partnership  

We wanted to bring a bit of colour to this December by mentioning one of our main projects, the Yellow Wagtail 

Partnership. The Yellow Wagtail is not a species one would think about at this time of year, as by now they will be 

back in the wintering grounds in sunny West Africa. Wild Oxfordshire have partnered with Earth Trust, Church Farm 

Partnership and Lower Farm to collectively manage four-miles of wet grassland along the River Thames from Clifton 

Hampden to Shillingford. The aim of the project is to sustainably manage these grasslands for the benefit of wildlife 

including the Yellow Wagtail but also in a way that is economically beneficial for the partnering businesses. However, 

this project is not just about the Yellow Wagtail, we want to increase the plant and insect diversity and abundance 

as well. This in turn will increase the amount of food available for many species of bird including House Martins, 

Swifts, Snipe and Lapwings. Check out our website for more information. 

https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/action/yellow-wagtail Sophie Cunnington, Yellow Wagtail Partnership Officer  
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OPEN EVENING AND THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS AUDITIONS 

A reminder of our open evening on 28th November, with a reading 

of The Dice House. The production itself will be a ‘radio play’ 

performance on 20th and 21st February 2026. See last month’s 

Bulletin or visit www.blewburyplayers.co.uk for more information. 

Advance notice: Our anniversary summer production at Orchard Dene Garden Theatre, Blewbury will be The Wind 

in the Willows. Written by Kenneth Grahame. Adapted by Alan Bennett. Directed by Ed White. 15th -18th July 2026. 

Initial auditions in the form of a workshop will be held on the mornings and afternoons of 31st January and 

February 1st, 2026. More details in the Christmas/January edition.  

BLEWBURY WI NEWS 

The next monthly meeting of Blewbury WI is our members-only Christmas lunch on 8th December at the Goring and 

Streatley Golf Club.  As always a great start to the Festive period. We also are being treated to a Christmas 

coffee morning at Sharon’s house on Wednesday 17th December from 1030am onwards.  We are so 

grateful to her for being yet again “The hostess with the mostest” – so generous of her.  There will be a 

‘wrapped present’ raffle so bring your cash if possible but Karen may be lurking with her “sum up” credit 

card machine.  If you have a lovely present you’d like to contribute please do bring something nice along.  Proceeds 

will go to the “coffee & kids” group who meet in Blewbury. 

Although our club is currently full, we are running a waiting list.  To find out more, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 

or email blewburywi@gmail.com.   

Mondays most weeks 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon 

Friday 5 December 7pm Craft club Karen 

Monday 15 December 7pm Scrabble Joy 

Wednesday 17 December 10.30am Christmas Coffee morning Sharon 

Thursday 20 November 2.30pm Rummikub Hilary 

BLEWSHED NEWS 

Community Projects: The antique crucifix of All Saints Church, N Moreton, repaired by 

BlewShed members, was returned to Church Warden Rob Nickless in time for the consecration 

by the Bishop of Dorchester of the beautifully restored medieval window in the chantry 

chapel, under which the crucifix has stood for many decades.   

BlewShed will now concentrate on repair and restoration of playground equipment at Tickers 

Folly Field and a bench at Blewbury cricket ground. 

North Moreton Christmas Craft Fair: BlewShed had a 

stand at this event for the first time and sold rustic 

Christmas decorations such as green wood reindeer 

crafted by Mark Griffin and his elves, delicately detailed Christmas tree 

decorations by Mike Magnay, turned wooden Christmas trees and 

Christmassy pencil holders. These inexpensive items sold like hot cakes and 

there are still a few available at BlewShed for those who missed the fair.  

The December meeting will comprise mince pies and mulled wine at the 

Shed, date to be arranged.  

BlewShed opening times and membership: Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 

afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm and Thursday afternoons 2.00-4pm for electronics, 

non-dusty, quiet work, cuppa and chat. Annual membership subs are £25 for 

individuals, or £37.50 for a family. BlewShed encourages members to socialise and DIY beginners to learn various 

woodwork, metal-work and other practical techniques and to engage in various projects for the local community 

and to carry out personal practical projects Come along and acquire some new skills or just have a cuppa and chat. 

Everyone is welcome to club nights on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at BlewShed. We look forward to 

seeing you. Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary  https://blewshed.home.blog/news/ 
  

Didcot & District University of the Third Age meetings are held on the third Tuesday 

of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting 

as a taster before joining. December 16th: Christmas Party at the Barn (a ticket event) - 

Jon Woodhouse, former Military Bandsman with a selection of Christmas Music! For 

details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot. 
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Nature Reserve volunteering, Sat 13 Dec, 10 am to noon. We need to continue scything and raking the ‘orchard’ 

area, plant some replacement hedging, mulch the trees and replenish the bark path. There are jobs for every level 

of fitness and everyone is welcome to come for a taster. Bring your own protective gloves and a drink. Meet at the 

Nature Reserve. More details from the secretary. 

Talk on Woodland Creation by Mark Nathanson, Mon 26 Jan, 8pm, Melland Room. Mark will inspire us about 

woodland creation through the lens of our very own Quaker Wood. He will talk about what we can expect in the 

first five years of growing trees. He will say how he selects species for wood creation and refer to other woods that 

he has planted in Oxfordshire. Mark is doing a research trial on the beech trees at Quaker Wood; he will explain this 

project.  Tickets on the door (opens at 7.45pm) cost £8 (includes a drink). 

Scything. We have started to scythe back the rough grass at the Chalk Pits and some of the vegetation at the Nature 

Reserve. You may wonder why. Historically, meadows were cut with scythes over weeks which gave a much greater 

chance for regrowth of flowers and for animals to move out of the way. We are using scythes to try to reduce the 

grasses and allow slower growing wildflowers space and light to grow and set seed. To enable this, we are also raking 

the areas after cutting with scythes. Without removal, the dying grass 

fertilises the soil and makes it better for grass. Machines are less 

labour intensive, cut grass more quickly, and encourage more grass 

growth. We are scything to encourage a greater diversity of plants and 

less grass.  

Five volunteers have been on a six-hour training course to learn how 

to scythe safely and how to sharpen the blades. We may run a course 

in Blewbury if enough people are interested. Please contact the 

secretary if so. Scything is physically tiring so the more volunteers who 

can help us, the better. It’s also very enjoyable! 

If you want to know more about Sustainable Blewbury and become a 

supporter who receives occasional newsletters, please email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE: FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TEL NO. 

Twenty four 60cm x 60cm buff coloured paving slabs 
Sally Wills   

kiwiandcoco1@gmail.com  
07936 752972 

Cooks Professional Nutriblend food processor including 

multiple attachments and instruction/recipe book. 

Chris Whatmore     

cdw45@mac.com 
851055 

Shower enclosure 90cm by 120 cm complete with tray and 

tempered glass walls with curved doors between, to go in a tiled 

corner location. Seen from outside, door has long glass wall to 

the left, short glass wall to the right. 

Paul Wolff 

paul@parabola.uk 
850520 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 

POLICE COMMISSIONER’S REPORT – COMMUNITY FUND 

I have recently announced the award of nearly £200,000 to 49 community and voluntary organisations across 

Thames Valley to support crime prevention initiatives. My Community Fund is always hugely over-subscribed with 

248 applications submitted for over £1.7m of funding, so unfortunately I know many will be disappointed. 

The Community Fund provides support to voluntary and community groups that help to prevent crime and keep 

communities safe. Importantly, funding comes not from taxpayers, but from the sale of items seized from criminals 

that cannot be returned to their rightful owners, and from court orders. To give a flavour of the types of projects 

supported, here are a few of the local applications that were successful this year. Please keep the applications 

coming.  

● Bright Futures Oxfordshire, Youth mentoring scheme - £5,000  

● Didcot and Wallingford Didcot TRAIN, Inspiring young people - £6,000  

● Improving Road Safety in Long Wittenham - £5,700  

● Gloves Not Gangs, Spartans Boxing Club, Abingdon - £4,000 

● Sweatbox Youth Work, Wantage - £5,000 

● Abingdon Damascus Youth, The Gazebo Project - £4,000  

● CCTV at Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall - £1,500 

● Fraud and Scam Awareness, Vale Community Impact - £5,000                 Matthew Barber 
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GRUESOME BRIDGE AND BRIDGE CLUB CALL FOR PLAYERS 

There's an online competition called the e-Bridge Cup. I was doing okay in it, but I started wondering about the top 

of the table. On top was a Swedish player with a 75% average and an unbelievable 86% best round. I'm a reasonable 

player, but I only break 60% about a third of the time. So, I studied this magical round to see how he'd done it.  

Answer: he was psyching all over the place and blasting 3NT. He'd open his shortest minor (even a void) to confuse 

the opponents and stop them leading their best suit. He'd then jump to 3NT, ignoring his point count and his 

partner's response. His robot opponents believed him. He declared ten of these twelve hands in 3NT, bidding like a 

maniac and yet making them all. (Mind you, this was his best round). Some of those hands are here.  

BOARD 1 = he has a 12-count with a small singleton diamond…so he 

opens 1D and then leaps to 3NT. What's more, his partner's a passed 

hand, so you can't have the combined 25 points you'd want for that 

bid. The defence could’ve taken five tricks off the top, but they 

believed the auction and declarer made 3 overtricks. 

BOARD 2 = even worse: declarer has the majors, and any normal 

player would bid them. The defence could have beaten the contract 

by leading clubs...but they didn't, because our hero had opened 1C. 

BOARD 3 = our hero never mentions his SEVEN SOLID SPADES and 

sticks to his plan with 1C 1D 3NT. The defence could have taken the 

first seven tricks if they'd led clubs, but declarer made an overtrick. 

BOARD 4 = now he's opening 1C on a void and suppressing 5-5 in the 

majors. The par contract is 4S+1, but our hero made 3NT+2. 

BOARD 5 = our hero again opens 1C on a void and ignores the known spade fit. 6S makes and so our hero's 3NT+3 

would have been a terrible result against experts, but no one found the best contract at the other tables and there 

were lots of players going off in 6H instead. 

BOARD 6 = at last, the psyches come unstuck. The opponents compete and our hero's robot partner supports his 

non-existent diamonds. Result: four off vulnerable. 

AFTERWORD #1: I tried it. I gave this method a whirl (against robots) and it worked! It helped me reach the e-Bridge 

Cup semi-final. You can't use it on most hands, though, and it's a high risk strategy that I wouldn't use against 

humans. It’s mortifying if you open 1C on a hand like 3, 4 or 5 above and see the auction continue "pass pass pass". 

AFTERWORD #2: Blewbury Bridge Club needs members! We're still here, with face-to-face bridge at the village hall 

on Tuesdays and online sessions on Thursdays...but it would be better if we had more people playing. Anything that 

people did 100 years ago may struggle in today's world of online streaming and mobile phones, be it card games, 

pubs or playing conkers in the playground. If you used to play bridge, consider showing up for a game! Finn Clark 

NOT JUST FOOD, THIS IS UKRAINIAN FOOD 

We all know the slogan - ‘this is not just food this is M&S food’ - a simple but effective message, of good quality food 

by which all others are judged. Here at The Red Lion our message is the same, food that is not just pub grub, it’s 

simple good quality food that happens to be prepared and cooked by our own homegrown Ukrainian kitchen team. 

Why Ukraine? We’ve tried the usual fried pub grub offering and frankly it’s dull and not very nourishing. For the last 

couple of years we’ve employed three trusted, charming, hard-working ladies, here in Oxfordshire not by choice, 

who amongst their other qualities are highly accomplished cooks. So it’s not surprising we asked them to deploy 

these skills on a new Red Lion menu of authentic Ukrainian style food. 

We recently put it to the test with a panel of regular youngsters, who tend to be more than fussy (!); they were 

surprised to find it far more appealing than they dared to imagine - not just food, this is Ukrainian food at its best! 

On the starters, Deruny (potato cake) was judged to be 10 times better than a hash brown, the baked avocado vodka 

egg was also voted a winner. For the main course, the borscht with ribeye strips and a dollop of dill soured cream is 

far better than any stew, likewise the kachka (duck breast) is tastier than any chicken and the farsharovin (stuffed 

peppers) have a lovely balance of fresh peppers, rice and pork. The shuba was the biggest surprise of all, chopped 

herring concealed in a coat of potato beetroot and carrot was a revelation. To round it off the Medovik cake, or 

honey Kyiv cake, is a classic pudding to savour, the Charlotka cake is top of the pops for those looking for an apple 

crumble and the syrynky cottage cheese pancake and berries is a delight. 

So, for the festive season we’re offering the experience of two traditional Ukrainian Christmas suppers. This will be 

a 12 course Christmas tasting menu together with a talk on the traditions of Ukraine by Tatijana who also teaches 

at Oxford University. Reserve a table for up to 5 family and friends @ £45 per person on either 3 or 10 Dec for an 

evening to taste authentic Ukrainian food and hear the history, music and fun of Ukraine at The Red Lion. 

As ever this Christmas we look forward to seeing you all as often as you like! Cheers from The Red Lion Team. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 19 November 2025, Melland Room, Blewbury 

Clubhouse. Present: Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Andy Evason, Anne Millman (chair), Lee Robinson, Julia Saunders, 

Mark Shayler, Sarah Parkin (elected to vacancy at the meeting) and Iain Wood (lengthman). Also present, district 

councillor Debra Dewhurst, county councillor Rebekah Fletcher, Michelle Taylor-Parish (clerk). There were apologies 

from Dermot Mathias and district councillor Hayleigh Gascoigne. 

Local news – The cricket club raised concerns over the risk of cricket balls damaging the new solar panels so the 

club committee will put it on their agenda and explore solutions. The lengthman reported there was a broken 

window and theft of a handbag from a car by the tennis club. Please be aware of chance thieves. Vandals graffitied 

part of the play equipment on TFF during half term and has been cleaned off as much as possible. The county 

councillor reported that the new highways team is visiting the area, looking at street furniture/signs/bollards, so 

will try to arrange a visit. The council voted to support the idea of a crossing with lights near Savages – action now 

with the County. Informal crossings are also going in (bollards) to help protect pedestrians, paid for by the County. 

Local Government Changes – The district councillor reported that the health centre on Great Western Park has hit 

another sticking point so is further delayed. Valley Park is reaching trigger point (500 homes) for the first tranche of 

health money but not yet clear if it will go on a health centre or other forms of health provision.  

Planning Applications  

Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All Blewbury planning 

applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in the ‘Parish’ section 

of the Blewbury website (www.blewbury.co.uk/parish/planning), updated monthly. This also has links to the Vale’s 

planning site, with full details and plans for all applications. 

Responses to the District Council 

P25/V2195/LDE: Yard at Coffin Way Driveway access from Westbrook Street Blewbury OX11 9QB. Use of land for 

Class B8 commercial storge and distribution. No objection. 

Decisions from the District Council 

P25/V1935/LB: The Cleve South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. Various internal and external works, including; 

alterations to fireplaces, the replacement of cementitious plaster with lime plaster throughout the building and the 

reduction of the external ground level outside the kitchen window. No objection. Granted on 24th October 2025. 

P25/V1918/HH: Lowmans South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. External swimming pool and associated 

equipment. No objection. Granted on 6th November 2025. 

P25/V1979/S73: Fieldside Farm Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QB. Variation of conditions 2 & 7 on 

application ref. P24/V2620/S73 - internal layouts & window/door positions revised; revert to previously approved 

Ashlar stone materials to rear single storey extension; additional chimney; outbuilding repositioned and alteration 

of opening from 3 arches to one arch Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans) and 7 (External materials) on 

application P24/V1397/FUL - to make changes to the internal and external design and materials in order to improve 

living accommodation and aesthetics. (Self-build replacement dwelling with garage and outbuilding). No objection. 

Granted on 3rd November 2025. 

P25/V1920/LB: Stocks Chapel Lane Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PQ. Replacement of 6no. modern single glazed windows 

in poor repair with 6no. new timber windows with slim profile double glazing in the same apertures. No objection. 

Granted on 21st October 2025. 

Need to contact your parish councillors? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane, 

Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Dermot Mathias The Old Mill, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, 

Church End, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens, Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Mark Shayler 2 

Eastfields, Michelle Taylor-Parish (clerk) 07968 772935 blewburypc@gmail.com  

 

The next parish council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 17 December 2025, in the Melland Room at the 

Clubhouse.  
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are Dec 3rd and 17th. For 

further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966. We would 

welcome any new members to come and join us.  

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or 

online services like health and banking. Astons Online CIC events and support are free and open to all. There is no 

event in December – any questions please contact theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 07780 958249. 
 

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in 

hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service 

which relies entirely on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to 

arrange a driver. Please note that journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad. 

To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be 

prompted to leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name 

and telephone number. Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible. 
 

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm.  

See page 17 for variations in the days leading up to Christmas 
 

  VILLAGE DIARY for December 2025 Page 
Monday 1 10 - 11.30 am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 5 

Tuesday 2 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 

Tuesday 2 7 pm Brush Party, Village Hall 9 

Tuesday 9 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for Xmas/Jan Bulletin  

Tuesday 9 8 pm Local History Group meeting at Robinsons, Parsonage Lane  

Wednesday 10 2 pm  Blewtube film screening, Vale Room 9 

Saturday 13 10 am - 12 noon SB Nature Reserve volunteering, Nature Reserve 19 

Tuesday 16 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 

Wednesday 17 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21 

Thursday 18 7.30 pm Carol Concert, St Michael’s Church 1 

Tuesday 23 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 18 

Wednesday 24 10.30 am – 12 

noon  

Santa's mailbox open, Blewbury Pre-School (opposite Church) 3 

Wednesday 24  Santa's Sleigh 3 

As a reminder, any events for the rest of December will be in the next (Christmas and January) issue.  

 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in 

Blewbury and immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not 

duplicate existing local services, are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of 

advertisements does not imply endorsement of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in 

one of three rectangular sizes: 

• 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)    • 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)    • 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 

Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized 

box. If you are advertising a village event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.  

All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk in the first instance, ideally as a Microsoft 

Word, Microsoft PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be 

received before the Bulletin goes to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the 

Advertising Manager to make the appropriate arrangements. 

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, which can be submitted in the same way as 

advertisements – see above. We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). 

Anyone supplying information for publication must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all 

cases, although if requested these will not be published. The editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed 

by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin. 

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information, 
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