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Number 682

This is the time of year when we thank and celebrate the many volunteers who have made the Bulletin happen during
2025. Regular editorial contributions have come from Trish Brooks (Blewbury Players), Bruno Brunskill (Astons Online),
Louise Butler (Coffee & Kids), Sarah Cantwell (Post Office), Finn Clark (Bridge Club), Karen Forman (Village Hall), Graeme
Gettings (WI), Sue Gunawardena (BVS), Gloria Hancock (Blewbury School), Angela Hoy (Canadian Correspondent), Lydia
Inglis (Blewbury Freecycle and Parish Council), Louise Kieft (Friends of St Michael’s), Jane Kinniburgh (Sustainable
Blewbury), Jo Lakeland (Blewbury Climate Action), Richard Loyd (Bellringers), Cilla Maguire (Autumn Leaves), Pat
Mattimore (Didcot Foodbank), Glen Meadows (Nature Notes), Elaine de Ridder (Church pages), Julia Saunders (Parish
Council) and Mike Wrottesley (BlewShed). We thank David Long, who supplied both the special quiz for the 60"
Anniversary of the Bulletin and the Christmas quiz in this issue (as well as Croquet Club contributions). Also, although
they’re not specific to Blewbury, it’s been great to see regular contributions from our elected representatives: Clirs Debra
Dewhurst & Hayleigh Gascoigne (VoWH), Rebekah Fletcher (Oxfordshire) and Olly Glover MP. Thanks too to John and
Annabel from the Red Lion and Kevin from the Blueberry for keeping us up to date with our village pubs, and to the many
others who have contributed one or more articles, making each issue different and (I hope) interesting. Thanks to Loraine
Fergusson for our beautiful Christmas cover —hope you enjoy spotting the various village institutions referenced therein.

We are so lucky to have a wonderful backroom team: Elaine de Ridder (Printing), who has coped with several crises this
year with extraordinary calmness and dedication, Louise Esplin (Distribution Manager), Brian Mills (who has embraced
the dual role of webmaster and manager of Blewbury’s online presence, provided terrific technical support, and
implemented changes to improve the quality and ease of production of the Bulletin itself), Rachael Richardson
(Treasurer), Dawn Saunders (Advertising Manager), without whom the Bulletin couldn’t afford to operate, and Helen
White (Postal & Email Distribution Manager); huge thanks to all of them. Early in the year, Chris Whatmore retired as
Editor after 14 years, and Peter Willison as website technical manager; we thank them both for their sterling service, and
special thanks from me to Chris for the best job handover I've ever had.

For our packaging and wholesale distribution operation we thank Sarah Bennie, Dawn Clifford, Louise Esplin, Mary
Marshall, Pat Mattimore, Jean Richards, Rosemary Tilden (now retired), Lydia Wanstall and Judy White. And for the door-
to-door deliveries we are once again grateful to Lyn Billington, Lyn Blackie (who has retired after more than 50 years’
service), Penny Brassell, Alison Brooks, Patti Brown, Sarah Bryan Brown, Chris Cambray, Chris Cook, Sarah Donne, Claire
Eisenhandler, Fran Esplin, Mary Gaines, Jane Gibson, Olive Gore, Eve Johnson Houghton, Sandra Lewis, Trish Mather, Pat
Mattimore, Lesley & John Ogden, Rachael Richardson, Lisa Shayler, Paula Sibley, lona Tonnet, Anna West, Judy White
and Mike Wrottesley.

If I have forgotten anyone, and | may well have done, please let me know and accept my sincere apologies.
Neville Hargreaves (Editor)
THE BULLETIN TEAM WISH EVERYONE A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE FOR CHARITY
On Sunday 11* January, from 10.00 to 12 noon*, Steve & Ben Strange will once again be at Savages
(for the 22" year running) to turn your tree into wood chip and collect donations for the children and
young adults of Helen and Douglas House. Please bring them plenty of chipping fodder and give
whatever you can to this very worthwhile local cause.

*Please bring your tree only between these times!*

PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY

The winning numbers for this month's Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows:

Dec Draw 1st-084; 2nd - 082; 3rd - 044. The prize fund was shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners and
£177.50 was raised for Blewbury Pre-School.

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. Membership spaces
are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk -
also available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared.

Cover illustration by Loraine Fergusson



Blewbury Christmas 2025 - events from the BVS

RR8%22

* Santa’s Sleigh & Carols on the Playclose — Wednesday 24th December
* Boxing Day Walk — Friday 26th December

Christmas Eve - Santa’s Sleigh and Carols on the Playclose

On Christmas

Eve, Santa’s B L EWB U RY

mailbox will be Santa’s Sleigh Route ...
open from Christmas Eve

10:30 am to
12:00 noon at
Blewbury Pre-
school
(opposite the
Church). Parents
should bring their
present (labelled
with their child’s
name and age),
and place all
presents for
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Santa’s postal charge is £2 per parcel- small presents only, please.

In the evening, Santa will first make a tour of the village, starting at Boham’s Road
(London Road end) at 5:00 pm, and will end up at the Playclose at 6:30 pm, where he will
distribute presents (see the map for Santa’s route and timings at key points). Carols will
be sung, so bring your best vocal cords (and a torch to see the words). All singers and
any accompanying players are very welcome to come and join in!

Boxing Day Walk — Friday 26th December

This is an informal walk around the village. You can come along in fancy dress and perform a
skit or come as you are to watch and/or join the walk (i.e. ‘here for the beer’)! Entries are in
the usual categories: Individual, Small group (2-5 people), Medium group (6—10 people), Large
group (11+ people). 1st, 2nd & 3rd prizes are available for the best fancy dress/skitin each
category, as well as the coveted Ron Freeborn Memorial Cup and John Grice Memorial Cup.

Entry fees: Adults £7; Children £2 — includes refreshments along the route. Suggested donation
of £7 if you are ‘here for the beer’. This is a slight uplift (for adults only) on previous years
owing to the increased cost of the drinks provided, but kept as low as possible to try not to
make a loss.

Registration 10:00 am at the Village Hall; skits at 10:30 am; walk starts at 11:00am




Creative Catering Blewbury

We have moved!
Unit S9 Greenlands Farm Moulsford

All aspects of catering professionally presented
Weddings, Parties, Pig roasts, Buffets,
Funerals, Canape receptions & Business lunches

Over 25 years experience

For more information visit:
www.creative-caterer.co.uk
Find us on facebook at Creative Catering
Email — sheilaaustin@btinternet.com
Phone — 01235 850931 or 07743 368373

KEN WHITING

---------------- DipArch(Oxford)R [ B A-----eeeeemuee-

CHARTERED ARCHITECT

Qualified Design, Planning and Building Regulations
consultation advice, drawings and applications for
residential and small commercial developments.

T: 01235 516522
E: ken.whiting@kwarchitect.co.uk

A World of Dance for Children!
J Excellent 5 Star Google Reviews!

Imaginative and engaging classes with:

* Musical Theatre * IDTA Exams

* Freestyle * Super Fun
+ Dance Shows Competitions

Classes Every Monday (Termtime)

3.30pm - 4,10pm Sweet Pea Classes (4-6 years)
4.10pm - 5.00pm Poppy Classes (7-9 years)
5.00pm - 5.50pmpm Lily Classes (10- 12 years)
5.50pm = 6.40pm Tiger Lily Classes (13 years +)
Performance Squad = 6.45 = 8pm (by invitation only)

bettybloomdance @gmail.com 07785 232862

http://bettybloomdance.co.uk

Family Farm Shop Established 1960
Greengrocer, Florist, Nursery, Giftware & Pet Food
The Nurseries, London Road, Blewbury, 0X11 9HB

01235 850352

savagesblewbury.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL
SURFACING
CONTRACTORS

=]
SCSOXON
IMITEL

Asphalt

Gravel Surfacing
Block Paving
Civil Engineering

Road Surfacing
Surface Dressing
Hard Landscaping
Resin

T:0330 043 6365 M: 07790 000896
E: enquiries@scsoxonitd.co.uk

www.scsoxonltd.co.uk

Blewbury Brass Band
&/ Available for bookings for local fetes & events

Band Room Available for Hire
£8 per hour (min 2hrs). Large practice room.
Toilet, but no kitchen or storage facilities. Suitable for pop
groups, theatrical rehearsals, group meetings etc.

New band members of all ages & abilities welcome
instruments available.
Learner Band Rehearsals - Mondays 5.45pm - 6.30pm
Main Band Rehearsals - Wednesdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Band Hut, Boham's Road, Blewbury OX11 9HF

Enquiries - secretary@blewburybrassband.org

Get 5% Off -
Download Our

App!

LOW FIXED PRICES ON ALL JOURNEYS

01235 811 100
bookings@gogreentaxisitd.co.uk

SECURE i
ELECTRICAL Myu=E=mi=
LIMITED CONTRRCT

Callum Hodnett
07588 337730

www.secure-electrical.co.uk

info@secure-electrical.co.uk

Installation & Maintenance-Inspection & Testing
Single & 3 Phase




BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL SEEKS NEW ASSISTANT \,G.W BU/?;__
We are looking for a special someone with an interest in how young children learn including
those with additional needs, who can support the provision of a rich, and inclusive; safe but
challenging environment and curriculum to meet each of our children’s unique interests and
needs. If you have lots of energy, and are patient and hardworking, this could be ideal for you. w1 1971 M
The hours are 8.45am — 2.15pm, one day a week plus additional hours to provide staff cover. '9& CHOO
We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expect all our staff
and volunteers to share this commitment and is subject to an enhanced DBS clearance and suitable references.
Please email: preschool@blewburypreschool.co.uk for an application form and job description or phone us on
01235 851786 during term time. This is a rolling recruitment process and applications will be considered upon
receipt. In order not to be disappointed, please apply before it is too late!

POPPY APPEAL RAISES OVER £3,000

| am pleased to say that over the Remembrance period the village raised £3,019.73 for the Royal British

Legion Poppy Appeal. | would like to thank everyone who contributed; the local pubs, school and shops, =
craft club and last but not least my group of collectors who make it all possible. Thank you. Bill Gore

MARILYN VAUGHN

Marilyn Vaughn died peacefully in the JR on 18™ November 2025. She had a short iliness and was in A&E for only
just over 30 hours. She finally lost (or won?) her 9 year battle with dementia.

Following her wishes, there will be a humanist funeral service for her at 11 am on Fri 23 Jan 2026 in St Michael’s
Church. Family flowers only please. This will be followed by her burial in the Blewbury cemetery and then a wake
for her at the Red Lion. All are welcome to come. Dress colourfully! If you are planning to attend, it would help with
catering if you let me know at mark.vaughn.uk@outlook.com. Mark Vaughn

DON’T OVERFILL YOUR BIN — OR IT WON’T BE EMPTIED|

A timely reminder for the season: Vale of White Horse S

District Council is reminding residents that crews can only

empty household wheelie bins if the lids are fully closed.

Crew members check to make sure that the waste is fully

contained within each bin. They need to do this because

there is a real risk that an overfilled bin won’t attach

properly to the lifting equipment at the rear of the

collection vehicle. In such cases, bins can end up being

thrown from the lift, causing a serious danger to collection

staff, the public and motorists who might be in the vicinity.

Waste can also drop from overfilled bins while they are

being wheeled to the collection vehicle, creating a street

cleansing issue and encouraging vermin.

Waste collection is one of the jobs with the highest risk of injury in the UK. Crews are trained in manual handling

techniques, but overfilled bins can undermine this — it’s human nature to try and catch falling items.

Bin lids must be fully closed in order for the bin to be emptied on the scheduled collection day. This requirement

applies to all wheelie bins - including general rubbish, recycling and garden waste.

If a household has more waste than will fit in their bin with the lid shut, residents should:

e for general rubbish and garden waste — hold it back for next time or take to their local Household Waste and
Recycling Centre (you won’t get charged for household waste)

e forrecycling — put extra items in a clear plastic sack or cardboard box and leave it next to the bin for collection.

FOOD BANK DATES SATURDAY 3" JANUARY — MONDAY 12™ JANUARY 2026

Perhaps a New Year’s resolution would be to try and give at least one item to the Food Bank each month if you are
able. The collection boxes are outside the Charity School House on these dates or at The Post Office any time. Please
make sure that all food is within its sell by date. Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade
preserves. CASH DONATIONS, HOWEVER SMALL, ARE VERY WELCOME. To make a donation online, visit
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ and select Foodbank. St Michael’s Action Group, Didcot Food Bank

BLEWBURY CALENDAR 2026 - BLEWBURY REVISITED

Bernard’s Blewbury Calendar with colour photographs of favourite Blewbury scenes and events from past years and lots of

space for appointments, etc. On sale at Blewbury Post Office NOW — make haste, limited edition! or ring Pat 01235 851088
| bermnardmat@btinternet.com. Price £8. Treat yourself or an ideal gift - a Christmas present that you’ll use all year!
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TOM SAVAGE

ROOFING & BUILDING LTD.

07817 252775
info@tomsavageroofing.co.uk
R www.facebook.com/tomsavageroofing

the
blewbury building

company

01235 850579 | 07808 401554

www.blewburybuilding.co.uk

Didcot Home Care Ltd

Authorised by the Care Quality Commission

Local family run domiciliary care company providing
professional home care services to the elderly and
those with clinical needs. Our staff are fully trained in
specialist areas such as dementia, catheterisation,
compression stockings

We undertake local authority and privately funded care
Call Helen or email us today for advice on care needs and
funding options
Tel 01235 603858. Mobile 07879890112
Email helen.didcothomecare@gmail.com

Woodway B&B

Serviced accommodation with
off-street parking & wi-fi
Self-service continental-style
breakfast
For availability email
info@woodwaybandb.co.uk or call Matt
or Marianne on 07496 306186

www.woodwaybandb.co.uk

Landscaping, Mowing,
Strimming
Apple Landscaping & Property Services
Property Selutions  Decorating, Floor & Wall
Build Tiling, Kitchen &
Design Bathrooms PVC Windows,
and Extensions & Alterations

Renovate No Job to Small

Call now for a free no obligation quote

07866 481808

graham-hammond@hotmail.co.uk

[t e b Vi St o
Fukgaraey

“Oxfordshire’s award winning local
Independent garage”™

T: 01235 850707
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George Daniel Long MHort (RHS) MSGD MCIHort
Garden Design and Horticultural Consulting

01235 850489
www.georgedaniellong.com

Chartered institute d@

Horticulture

SOCIETY OF

The Association of
Professional
Landscapers

DESIGNERS

* PEST ™

WIZARRS
LS ’>
WASPS & ALL INSECTS
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE © 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 * info@pestwizards.co.uk




POST OFFICE AND VILLAGE SHOP NEWS
Happy New Year from all of us at Blewbury Village Store and Post Officel We hope you all have a wonderful
Christmas and enjoy the festive season. Thank you for your continued support throughout 2025 - it really does
mean so much to us. As we start 2026, we’re looking forward to another busy year serving our lovely community.

Post Office Normal Opening Hours

. Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9am — 3pm A Carols by

. Wednesday: 9am — 12 noon R==% .
Christmas and New Year Opening Hours N é Candlehght

e Mon 22 Dec: 9am — 12 noon FA—

e Tue 23 Dec: 9am —12 noon éundag 215‘ @zczmbgr
e Christmas Eve (Wed 24 Dec): 9am — 10am

e Christmas Day (Thu 25 Dec): Closed 4,.00pm

e Boxing Day (Fri 26 Dec): Closed

e Sat 27 —Sun 28 Dec: Closed St Michagl’s Ch arch,
e Mon 29 Dec: 9am — 10am

e Tue 30 Dec: 9am — 10am :BIZWbUT’g

e Wed 31 Dec: 9am —10am Carols and Readings with the
¢ New Year’s Day (Thu 1 Jan): Closed Choir in our beautiful candlelit
e Fri2Jan:9am—12 noon village chareh.

e Sat3-Sun4Jan: Closed

e Mon5lJan:9am—12 noon Followed by seasonal refreshments
e Tue 6Jan: 9am — 3pm (normal hours resume) of wine and mince pies

A Big Thank You

We'd like to say a huge thank you to everyone who supported our Bell Ringers’ Christmas Postal Service and Santa’s
Post Box in December. The bell ringers raised valuable funds through their local card delivery service, and Santa
was delighted with the wonderful letters he received from local children!

In the Shop, we’re restocking after the festive rush, and our shelves are once again filled with your packaging
essentials - along with fresh, free-range eggs, local honey, chocolates, and sweet treats.

Once again, thank you for your loyal support. We wish everyone in Blewbury and the surrounding villages a happy,
healthy, and peaceful New Year. Sarah, Andrew and Karen

BLEWBURY VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Our recent Brush Party was a great success, and we hope to bring you
another one later in the year; thanks to everyone who came and
supported us. Please find on page 23 the full list of groups, clubs and
activities that go on at the village hall, including the contact details, so
you know what’s going on, and maybe come and join something new?
Our next film is Mad About the Boy, on Wednesday 14th January, 2pm at the Vale Room, tickets £6 from the Post
Office or on the door. The trustees would like to wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a very Happy New Year.

Foot Health Care spirib of Yoga
Friendly and APPTRPE Start your new year with flexibility!

okttt Thursdays from 8" Jan 6.15-7.30pm
HIGH QUALITY RENOVATIONS | g 27 & 4™ Wednesday of the month
& BESPOKE NEW-BU".DS 14th and 28th Jan

professional mobile
foot care service.

Treatments include nail . 07803-789305 10-11.15am at the Village Hall.

. . I o A gentle yet stimulating class
trlmmlng, corn, cauus = info@applethorpedevelopments.com focusing on connecting your breath
removal and more. For KR and body.

: & i X/ i ili
more info please visit ey Bl steangih, rasilance i

DEVELOPMENTS flexibility in body, mind & spirit.

our website or email LVT, Carpet & sheet vinyl | Allwelcome.£10perclass, cashor
iInfo@toetallyperfect.co.uk Flooring Specialists card.

WWW. toet’lltyperfect co.uk KARNDEAN - AMTICO - POLYFLOOR Contact Evi Holroyd for more info

& to book:
07958 244280 . 07803-789305 eviholroyd@yahoo.co.uk
& info@applethorpedevelopments.com 07749 499146




Highwood

BESPOKE JOINERY

Specialists in bespoke kitchens,
media walls, wardrobes, home office
space and storage solutions.
Www.highwoodbespokejoinery.co.uk
07547 704797

Foot Health Care
Friendly and professional mobile
foot care service.
Treatments include nail trimming,
corn, callus removal and more. For
more info please visit our website or
email info@toetallyperfect.co.uk
www.toetallyperfect.co.uk
07958 244280

KEEP FIT

Smile with Jo —voted and awarded ‘Top Notch
Instructor in South Oxfordshire’, Prestige Award
‘Health and Fitness’.

9.30 - 10.30 every Thursday, The Melland Room.
A fun, sociable, fitness class. Exercises for all
muscle groups, balance and bone density, with
motivational music for inspiration.

No need to book - just turn up — or contact Jo on
07776376497 for further details.

Class back New Year: 9.30 - 10.30 Thursday, 8 Jan

Start your year as you mean to go on!

...50 you don’t have to!
I Callustoday to have your cooking appliances
. sparkling, using our own eco-friendly products.

Our oven cleaning experts will leave you free to
enjoy your valuable Ieisure time.

oven
e 01235 239938

LOCAL Service: ovenu.co.uk/oven _cleaning/south-oxon

e L L 2 BlewTube
BHIIIGET JONES |  Wed 14™Jan
MADABOUT THEBOY | Blewbury Village Hall

(Vale Room)
Doors open 13:45
Screening 14:00
Tickets £6
from the Post Office

and on the door

Licensed bar.

. RIDGEWAY
7% FUNERAL
SERVICE

A CHAPEL IN THE HEART OF THE COUNTRYSIDE

Hill Farm, Church Lane, Steventon, OX13 6SW
www.ridgewayfuneralservice.co.uk
info@ridgewayfunerals.co.uk

01235 355269

Aut

MOT CLASS 4 & 7

SERVICE & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

CHOLSEY 0X10 90L)
(01491) 652345

www.roywindebank.co.uk




CELEBRATION OF THE BLEWBURY SPHERE

This year, the sphere has come and gone like the Tardis but now is safely back on the Play Close. To celebrate this

imaginative piece of public art, made by Blewbury's own David Harber, the BPC are calling on the poets of the

village to take one or more of the words on the sphere, or the artwork itself, and write a poem. These can be sent
to the Parish Clerk before 1 March 2026. We will then hold a celebration of the poets and the sphere on 20th

March - the equinox. Prizes will be awarded to the winners in the categories: under 11, 11 to 18, and adult.

BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY

Following a very successful Bonfire Night, the BVS is delighted to announce that the funds

raised were over £500 for the WI (which will be donated to local clubs next year), over

£250 for Blewbury Pre-school and around £3000 for the BVS. As a result, the BVS is
delighted to be able to make a contribution of £2500 towards the new village Skatepark.

Huge thanks again to all who helped out on the evening and afterwards for the cleanup!

The BVS will re-seed the bonfire site in spring 2026.

Christmas events

Please note that all the BVS Christmas events are held outdoors, so make sure you layer up/bring your waterproofs

and wellies, etc. You know the drill!

e Wednesday 24th December — Santa’s Sleigh and Carols on the Playclose. Santa’s village tour starts at Boham’s
Road (London Road end) at 5:00 pm and ends in the Playclose at 6:30 pm, where he will give out presents.
Please see the main advert on page 3 for details of how to get your child onto Santa’s list!

e Friday 26th December — Boxing Day Walk. Registration from 10:00 am at the Village Hall, skits at 10:30 am and
walk at 11:00 am.

e Thursday 1st January 2026 — Roger Cambray Memorial Walk from Blewbury to the Bell Inn at Aldworth (and
back!) — meeting at 10.30 am at The Pound (the green space near the Blueberry).

Saturday 7th March 2026 sees the return of the BVS Comedy Night, when Paddy Lennox will be introducing a stellar

line up of acts. Details of how to buy tickets will be in the next issue of the Bulletin and on the BVS Facebook page.

JENNIE’S CHILDREN’S TRUST FUNDRAISING DINNER El
Saturday, 7" February, Astons Village Hall. TICKETS SELLING FAST! Reserve your table to avoid- .
disappointment, email gracelancaster@gmail.com or scan the QR code. Gather a group of 8-10 friends % __-,-=
and book your table to enjoy a three course set menu created by the team from The George at Upton.

A wonderful evening with fine food and wine, for just £50 per person or £400-£500 per table with all [1] kv’
funds raised in support of Jennie’s Children’s Trust who work to create happy memories for children and the|r
families, who have suffered trauma. To find out more about the work they do, please Vvisit

www.jennieschildrenstrust.org/.

BLEWBURY SCHOOL: AN ECO-FRIENDLY CHRISTMAS: SMALL CHANGES, BIG DIFFERENCE'
By Thandaza and Heda — House Captains

Christmas is a magical time, but behind the sparkle and snowflakes, there’s a big
problem we often forget about: waste. Did you know that only 9% of plastic that
has ever been produced has been recycled? That means almost everything made
from plastic is still out there somewhere - piled up in landfills, floating in oceans,
or harming wildlife. And the Christmas season, sadly, creates even more of it.
95% of Christmas jumpers are made of polyester, another type of plastic.

It gets worse. Over the festive season, more than 230,000 tonnes of food are
thrown away. Imagine mountains of leftovers being discarded instead of enjoyed
or shared with people who need it. :
Have you ever thought about the impact of wrapping paper? It might look pretty  chocolates made by Banksy class — they'Il
under the tree, but every year, the UK uses around 227,000 miles of plastic- be wrapped in an eco-friendly way
coated wrapping paper—that’s enough to stretch all the way from the Earth to the Moon! Most of it ends up in the
rubbish because glitter and plastic coatings make it impossible to recycle. But don’t worry — we can fix this. Read
on to see how we can enjoy Christmas and protect our planet at the same time. One brilliant idea is to use the
traditional Japanese furoshiki method (a cloth-wrapping technique) to wrap gifts in beautiful scarves or pieces of
fabric. It looks amazing, it’s reusable, and it creates no waste at alll Another simple swap is to buy eco-friendly
crackers—or even better, make your own! You can fill them with fun, plastic-free surprises instead of tiny toys that
get thrown away within minutes. And when it comes to food, you can help by donating extras to local food banks.
You could also use food-saving apps like Too Good To Go, which help stop delicious meals from being wasted.
Today, you can do small things to make a big difference—a difference that can help change the world.

9
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MOSSINATOR®

Riding Instructor
wanted

VETS
Proudly Independent

to walk out with adult rider for
an hour or two ad hoc, or
regularly. Please text
07545 123191

THE RED LION

OPENT DAYS A WEEK

Lunch
Mon to Sat: Ukrainian Menu®

Sun: Traditional Roast
Dinner

Wed: Ukrainian Menu*

Thurs : Street food and live music
Frifsat: Ukrainian Menu®
Fwith puby specials

Bedroom Suiles
Newly refurbished

South Oxon CAMRA Summr Pub 2024
bookings@theredlionblewbury.co.uk
www.theredlionblewbury.co.uk
@redlionblew

we run our own
} 24h emergency

service

Caring for your pets
24-hours a day

Cholsey | Benson | Wantage

® 07360 277998

01491 651379 Chols
01235 633820 Wantage
01235 814991 Didcot, GWP & SC

www.larkmead.co.uk @.__

Benson

Drum sl

Landscaping |

® Hard and Seft Landscaping ® Fencing * Garden Clearance

* Garden and Grounds Maintenance ® Hedge Planting

® Hedge Cutting » Grass Cutting » Turfing * Power Washing

= Winter Gritting ® Licensed Waste Carrier ® [nsured

Call Nick — Home: 01235 859229
Mobile: 07922 701634

™ Didcot | Great Western Park | Sutton Courtenay

01235850403 Email: ndrumlandscaping@gmail.com
AI.I.“ TAXIS ["DB['T ASTON TIRROLD CENTRE
ol FOR REFLECTION
, | m ' Away Days and Quiet Days
| Workshops and Groups

e AR L

Allo Taxis Didcot and South Oxfordshire
provides transfers to major airports and ports
in the UK, including Heathrow » Gatwick

= Birmingham. Luton - Standsted - Bristol
- Southampton port Dover port and others

in very competitive price.

@ CD visa ¢y * | OB

www allotaxididcot.com

Call: 01235 603055

Email: allotaxibooking@gmail.com

www.reflect.freeuk.com

Aston Tirrold United Reformed
Church, Spring Lane, Aston Tirrold

Will Nutt

Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting,
Wall & Floor Tiling, Laminate Flooring,
General Maintenance,
Landscaping & Fencing

Tel - 01235 817346 / 07557 363517
Email - nutt.will@gmail.com

LONGPINE

Village Roofing
&
Property Maintenance

Sympathetic to character
properties.

FOC written quotations.

Re-roof and restorative
solutions, including flat
roofs.

oxon@longpine.co.uk

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

01865 735405

J Roxborough Services

Tel: 01235 203881
Mob: 07909 931601

Providing Commercial & Residential
Maintenance Services
All building maintenance & small
building works undertaken.

*Full property renovations

«All aspects of plastering & rendering
*Floor & wall tiling

*Painting & decorating

*Brickwork repointing

*Flat roof renewal & roof repairs
*Bathroom& kitchen fitment

*Fascia & gutter replacement

*Free quotes, fully insured,
recommendations freely available

johnroxborough@hotmail.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF ST MICHAELS

November has been a busy and exciting month for the Friends, and we were delighted to see so many people at
our events making them a success. The Book Fair at the beginning of the month was a great event, everyone loved
rummaging through the second-hand books, choosing new gifts and enjoyed the delicious homemade cakes.

Once again our professional jazz artists gave an outstanding performance to an appreciative audience in mid-
November. This year we have enjoyed such a wide variety of music, and the fabulous acoustic and ambience of St
Michael's were appreciated by every band. For our regular supporters the dates for 2026 will be June 7th, July 5th,
September 13th and October 11th. Thank you to everyone who has supported these events.

The last weekend brought us the Advent Wreath Making Workshop, with huge thanks to George & Jackie Reade
for their wonderful tutelage. Everyone made beautiful wreaths which you can see on various doors in the village.

: R : i ' = Our Blewbury Tart Snowdrop

mugs have landed and are on
sale at the post office, or via
Jane Barrett on 07552 569569.
Available in 2 colours, sage
green and teal, perfect
Christmas presents.
Lastly - EXCITING NEWS, in
memory of Bernard Mattimore
the Friends of St Michael’s will
be making a village calendar for
2027 - and your picture can be
featured! More details in the
new year. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. Friends of St
Michaels Committee

HOME-START LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
If you’re looking to do something different in 2026, Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire would love P~

you to join our team of home-visiting volunteers! Volunteers are matched to a local family with H ME
young children and support them by visiting once a week to provide peer support. We are STﬂRT
currently trying to recruit more volunteers around Blewbury so that we can help more families —

we currently have to turn away approximately half the families referred to us as we don’t have Southern
enough volunteers to visit them. We’ll be holding our next Volunteer Preparation Course from Oxfordshire
Tuesday 13" January in our Didcot office. If you’d like to find out more about what volunteering in this role involves
and can spare a couple of hours each week to help a local family, please email Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire at
admin@homestartso.org, have a look at our website www.homestart-southernoxfordshire.org.uk/volunteer or call
us on 01235 511152. Leila Brown

BELLRINGING NEWS FROM BLEWBURY TOWER

A quick glance at your Christmas cards and wrapping paper will confirm that bells and Christmas
are inextricably linked together. December is always a busy month for us as we begin the church
year with the Advent Carol service, continue with additional services through to Christmas Day
morning, and then welcome in the new year at the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve. January
is a time of new beginnings, often in the form of abstinence from rich food or alcohol, but why not begin this New
Year with something different like learning a new skill?

In recent years our bellringing team has been declining in numbers, losing five experienced ringers and only
recruiting one new member. We are now very concerned about the future sustainability of this ancient art in our
village, and are inviting you to contact us if you might be interested. We hope to train a small group after Christmas,
so please do come forward if you would like to try learning a new activity, which we know will bring you a great
deal of pleasure and satisfaction in a very friendly environment. There are few restrictions on age (11— 70 approx.),
physical abilities or religious beliefs, more a desire to commit some of your time to ‘learn the ropes’. Please contact
Richard and Gill on 07767 463285 or by email to richloydl@gmail.com and we look forward to welcoming you to
the belfry. We wish you all a happy and joyful Christmas and New Year! Richard Loyd

... AND DON’T FORGET THE VILLAGE CAROL CONCERT!
If your Bulletin reaches you by Thursday 18™ December, you’re just in time to catch this celebration of Blewbury
music with orchestra, band, choirs and readings. Rehearsal 7pm, doors open 7.35 for 8pm start.
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READY MIX CONCRETE & PUMP HIRE

* Ready Mix Concrete Supplier — flest of 4 — Bm trucks
*  Any guantity from 1m to 100m+ a day / Same Day / Next Day a Possibility
* Concrete Pump Hire 20 — 36m line & Boom Pumps {Discount for Pump & Supply)

* Supplier of Interiocking Concrete Blocks

01235 851523
www.shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk

office@shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Fu] ¥ Quallfcd Pm\ 1dmg a High Quality Service, Free
= o Quotatlom F‘ul]y]‘nqured

GARY CUDDON

9 Harwood Road East Hagbourne
Didcot
Oxfordshire OX 11 9LX

garycuddon@aol.com
Mobile 07827752904
- Home 01235510680

rincipal

PILATES 1-1s in Blewbury
Classes in East Hagbourne & Didcot

principalpilates.com

carolinehunt@btinternet.com
07758 814578

‘YOURPROJECT ISOUR
BUSINESS’

S J Keats Builder

Property maintenance /
improvements, renovations, brickwork
and pointing, painting and decorating,

patios, roof repairs, wall and floor
tiling, small extensions, plastering.

Fully insured, established 1991
keatsorchard@aol.com
07962 271926, 01235 834342

HORTYc,
i Cli
W Té@&

1] Woodage

ALL ASPECTS OF GROUNDS MAINTENANCE INCLUDING
ALL TREE WORK * CERTIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree pruning % Tree removal
Crown lifting + Crown reduction
Hedge cutting 4 Hedge reduction
Garden clearance # Garden renovation
A professional and reliable service at an affordable price
Tel: 01235 766893 Email: woodagetrees(@gmail.com

01235 359327
07583 371198

beautyessentialsoxon.co.uk
5 Lostock Place, Didcot, OX11 7XT

./ [ beautyessentialsoxon © beautyessentials_didcot

AHHI-AI
i vV

= Locksmiths

* Locked Out

+ Key Snapped or Lost
*+ Faulty Locks

+ Lock Upgrades

« UPVC Locks

+ 24 Hour Emergency Locksmith Service

www.cppm.org.uk
email: colinpizzie@btinternet.com
tel: 01235 239068 / 07760 537147
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A FIRESIDE CHAT WITH ELPHIN LLOYD-JONES

A packed Katie’s Corner saw The Red

Lion kick off its inaugural “Fireside Chat”

on 26™ November, with Evie Southwell-

Sander steadily prompting Elphin

through a stop-motion story of his

colourful career.

Many of us already know about Elphin’s

BAFTA nomination for The Animals of

Farthing Wood, the artwork he still

produces in Blewbury, and his skills as a

quiz-setter. But here we also heard how:

e Having been “good at drawing since
| was about 3”, Liverpool Art
College was: “highly educational, in
every way after going to a boys-only
school, and very exciting amid the
Pop Art scene of 1960”;

e Sending drawings to BBC Wales, “I
got just £69 for three 15-hour
days!”. So Elphin applied for three
jobs via small ads: lighthouse
keeper; peripatetic Falklands
teacher (pony-rider preferred); and = 2 L0 9 =
Director of a small animation studio (the Victorian, Eadweard Muybridge, provided Elphin’s inspiration for
animation). He failed the first two;

e Working in “lively” 60s Soho, he proposed to his first wife at Wardour St.’s infamous The Intrepid Fox;

e From 1970, Elphin honed his craft at Halas and Batchelor, initially animating US cartoons including Jackson
5ive and The Jetsons. As a freelancer, he was paid by the foot of film reel: “they thought | worked really fast,
when actually | was working to 5am”. His talent assured progress: “I'd have been really useful at Colditz,”
Elphin declared “I could have forged anything”. A highlight was directing Genesis (a biblical Canadian film,
voiced by Orson Welles and submitted for an Oscar);

e Inthe mid-80s he co-founded the Telemagination studio, where he not only made Farthing Wood, but also
The Telebugs (TV South, 86 episodes); Earth (a 30-second Unicef promo); and Noah’s Island (Elphin’s own
creation which, like Farthing Wood, ran on BBC1 for 3 series of 13 episodes);

e Luck played its part. One project only happened thanks to snow on Montreal’s runway. Another because a
colleague was Silvio Berlusconi’s ex-girlfriend. Others were thwarted; by Jon Pertwee’s Worzel Gummidge,
and by the abolition of the Milk Marketing Board;

e Proudly driving his specially-adapted, green Panther Kallista, Elphin felt “just like Toad” (of Toad Hall) when
moving to Blewbury with his second wife Judy.

The chat provided a fascinating hour with an inveterate story-teller. No wonder Elphin is so loved and respected

within the village. Hopefully future Fireside Chats will prove just as entertaining. Report by David Long

|’
4

e Lo

SV

COFFEE & KIDS!

Our first session in 2026 is on Monday 12th January from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Village Hall. We
welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. A special welcome to any new
babies and any family new to the village. Here is a warm, friendly and safe place to enjoy the company of others
and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys and learn to play together. A donation of £2 is
appreciated towards our costs. Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Louise 07837 009730.

CHRISTMAS CRIB SERVICE
Everyone is welcome to the Crib Service at 5.45pm in Church on Christmas Eve.

t A
. ‘ You are welcome to come dressed up as a character from the Nativity or you could come as just
{lia i»

as you are! The service will finish in time to meet Father Christmas at the Play Close at 6.30pm.
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News from St. Michael’s

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle

BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267

How to contact us: -

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-2.30
pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email office@churnchurches.co.uk.
Website www.churnchurches.co.uk

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the
office via email or on the office number.

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267 office@churnchurches.co.uk
Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730 revlouiseb@aol.com
Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com
Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk
Services for the rest of December and January 2026 at St Michael’s:
Thursday 18" 10.00 am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion at St Mary’s UPTON
8.00 pm Village Carol Concert!
1 Sunday 21 December Fourth Sunday of Advent
10-30-am No morning service today
4.00 pm Carols by Candlelight, followed by refreshments
Wednesday 24" Christmas Eve
5.45 pm Crib Service. The service will finish in time for Santa!
10.00 pm Midnight Mass
Thursday 25" Christmas Day
8.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Parish Eucharist
+ Sunday 28" December First Sunday of Christmas
10.30 am Parish Service
Wednesday 31°* 8.00 pm ONLINE prayer service for the New Year
(please use link for Compline)
Thursday 1t 7.00 pm Time for Reflection
t Sunday 4" January Epiphany
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30 am All Age service
+ Sunday 11*" January Baptism of Christ
10.30 am Choir-led Taizé service
Wednesday 14™" 7.30pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House
Thursday 15% 10.00 am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion at St Mary’s UPTON
t Sunday 18" January 2" Sunday of Epiphany
10.30 am Parish Eucharist
1 Sunday 25 January Conversion of Paul
10.30 am Parish Eucharist
Wednesday 28" 7.30pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House
In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. Our online Compline at 8pm services will run until Tuesday
23" December via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493. We will have a prayer service on December 31° at 8pm
and Compline will resume on January 5%,
A HUGE THANK YOU TO SAVAGES
who every year very kindly donate the beautiful Christmas tree for display inside our Church.
It is much appreciated!
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The Story Behind a Famous Carol

Every carol has a story to tell. For example, you may be interested to learn that the
origin of the carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” lies in a visit to the Holy Land made
back in the 1860s by a famous American preacher and minister, Revd Phillips Brooks.
Brooks was the minister at Holy Trinity Church, Philadelphia. On his return from the
Holy Land, he wrote a carol for use by his Sunday school — the carol we know today as
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”. It was sung to a tune specially composed by his church
organist, Lewis Redner; this tune continues to be popular in the USA, but in England
the carol is usually sung to “Forest Green”, an adaptation of an English Folk-tune.

Brooks’ carol has become one of the best loved of all our Christmas carols. As with many carols, the text has evolved
over the years. You may be interested to learn that the original version contained the following verse — a verse which,
as far as | know, is no longer sung today:

“Where children pure and happy

Pray to the blessed Child,

Where misery cries out to thee,

Son of the Mother mild;

Where charity stands watching

And faith holds wide the door,

The dark night wakes, the glory breaks,
And Christmas comes once more”.

| think it is a pity that this verse is no longer sung, for it reminds us Christmas isn’t just the remembrance of some past
event. Itis a reminder that Jesus is alive today, and that He wishes to come into our lives and into our communities,
bringing His gifts of love, forgiveness and healing. Our task is to make Jesus welcome, by “watching” with a spirt of
love, and “holding open” the door of faith — faith in the goodness and power of God, to bring new hope into a world
which is so often full of weariness and suffering.

My prayer is that this Christmas time we see afresh the glory of God’s love and God’s light breaking into our own lives
and into our communities — a time when we can truly say that “Christmas comes once more”.

With every blessing for Christmas and the New Year, Father Jason

In 2026, Mothers’ Union celebrates its 150" anniversary. In 1876 the vision YEARS OF
prayer and action of one woman, Mary Sumner, founded the Mothers’ Union. It
has become a global Christian movement of 4 million members across 84 1 5 c
countries. Our previous Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, said that MU is Join us, Join in
the Church’s “best kept secret”. Lighting the way for generations to come
In 2026 members of the Churn Branch continue to work with members worldwide to show Christian Care for
families through:

CAMPAIGNING —to raise awareness and lobby against gender-based violence;

PRAYER — to support members across the world and the projects undertaken;

ACTION — local projects and support to overseas projects such as starting credit unions.

More will be explained over the year.

The Churn MU branch next meets for Holy Communion with refreshments, 10am at St. Mary’s Church, Upton on
Thursday 15" January. All are very welcome. Join us and Join in. Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730

Free Organ recitals at St Andrew’s Church
East Hagbourne OX11 9LP
Every first Sunday of the month at 5pm
Next recital on Sunday 5" January. Organist: Andrew Walker

THANK YOU to our PCC, our organist, choir & musicians, bellringers, rota managers, sidespeople,
welcomers, “washer uppers”, chair carriers, candle lighters, Christmas tree decorators and all the
other volunteers and friends who help make our Church a wonderful place to be.

Food Bank Collection SATURDAY 3R° JANUARY — MONDAY 12™ JANUARY 2026

Thank you for your continued generosity. Giving even one item to the Didcot Emergency Foodbank
will make a difference to the Foodbank’s ability to help those in need.

Drop off at the Old School House between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime.

- St Michael's Action Group
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Dreaming of Africa?

We offer bespoke self-drive or guided journeys to South Africa,
Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe.
We donate 100% of our profits to African educational institutions.

Founded, owned and operated by a Blewbury resident.

www.whereitallbegan.co.za

JACKIE’S CARE

Warm and friendly self-employed
carer available. Experienced in
dementia and complex care need.

4

Services include: » Support with medication * Personal
Care * Meal Preparation ®* Companionship ® Supporting
clients to live independently in their own homes

Hours: Monday to Friday 9am - 8pm
Hourly rates between £18-£20 depending on the level
of care clients require.

Email angelheightsl6@yahoo.co.uk
Mob 07712 455093

Shaun Guar
TV & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation

LY

B Internet - black spots cured, internal & external data cables installed

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned |

£ OXFORDAERIAI.S

5 L-_-.u;s-"'
X1

ngiord U 02240

EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL
DECORATORS

Interior work including paper
hanging and exterior. Fully insured.

For quick, free quotations call:
David on 01491 836796 or
Alistair on 07745 906998

THE
BLUEBERRY

Pub lunches, 12 - 2.30pm Monday to Friday
Sunday Roast Lunches

Opening 12" December

Mediterranean Fusion Grill - see BVS for details

g
PN

“Book now for Christmas
and Boxing Day Lunch”

www.the-blueberry.co.uk : 01235 850296

CAPITAL
07581199077

& Hello@capitalscaffolding.co.uk

CAPITAL

& www.Capitalscaffolding.co.uk

All aspects of heating, plumbing and gas work undertaken
Fully qualified and insured

Tom Houseman
ing and Plumbing

-
+Boiler servicing, maintenance and installations
*Chimney sweeping and wood bumer installations
-Bathroom design and installation
“Underflocr heating
*Water softeners
*Smaller jobs (taps, toilets, showers etc)

Tel: 0791 773 3492
www.tomhousemanheatingandplumbing.co.uk

(c
' ? Resonate

EARING ENTRE
Professmnal, compassionate and individualised
hearing care and solutions (Hearing tests, hearing
aids, ear wax removal, custom noise protection,
custom swim plugs and more).
Local home visits for ear wax removal are available
www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk 01235 838515

Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk 0X11 0QG
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THE BULLETIN CHRISTMAS QUIZ One To Get Your Teeth Into!

All the clues under one heading contain a word or phrase that conforms to the theme of that heading. The letters in the clues are the initial
letters of songs, books etc. Upper case letters are the main words or the first word of the title and lower case letters are the linking words
such as ‘the” and ‘of”. For example, the song “The Holly and the Ivy” would be THatl (s}, with the letters in brackets at the end of the clue
indicating the category of each answer: (a) = art (eg painting/sculpture), (b) = book, (f) = film, (m) = music,

(p) = personipeople/character(s) (real or fictitious), (rh) = rhymeipoem, (s) = song (title, first line or chorus line), (st) = stage, (tv) = tv

FIRST PRIZE £20 (and a silver tray to be held for one year). SECOND PRIZE £15. THIRD PRIZE £10.
You may not need to do them all to win! As a tie-breaker, please submit 5 of your own clues to match the theme of the quiz.

Entries must be delivered to An Aperitif? A choice of Desserts
; 29 BF () 67 RaC (tv)
The Dial House, i
Church Road, Blewbury 30 PaJ (&) 68 JoaP ()
i i 3l TGG (st) 69 FfYL (s)
by January 6th 2026. 32 RaC-C ) 70 AP @)
e 33 TMo"BM" (b) 71 AWitBF [bHJ| (m)
The editor’s decision is final. 34 TMaM ®) 72 LGC ®
35 MiM () 73 VI [§3)]
Let's enjoy a celebratory meal... 36 WM [bGFH] (m) 74 TBS (p)
- but when? 75 TNQ (b)
| TL,LBS (tv) Shall we have a Starter?
2 SB (tv) 37 CotM (rh) What's on the Cheeseboard?
3 TLWL (s) 38 CSC [bAW] (a) 76 StaSC (rh)
4 TTWCHT (b) 39 DwO,F,aW [bOBtE] (a) 77 BL )
5 IaFtS (rh) 40 ASoA [bEM] (a) 78 GITC{HtG,WaB! (s)
6 TLDP (p) 79 TNS [bPIT] (m)
Time for the Main Course 80 CRoaOF (s)
- where shall we go? 41 SLC (s) 81 TGoW (b)
7 BaT (1 42 SLaL.C ) 82 FD ()
8 TBitPF [bSB] (a) 43 BaC (tv)
9 PaHR () 44 SRfE (s) - or maybe some other fruit?
10 ATtC (st) 45 OM (st) 83 OaL (rh)
11 TRatEotU (b) 46 CwaCoM () 84 THLT |[bAK] (m)
12 SOWK (s) 47 TLB (tv) 85 SFF (s)
13 CDWM (V) 48 DD (rh) &6 TCO (st}
49 GGG (rh) 87 TPitSoaP |bES] (m)
- and what should we wear? 50 CS! (s)
14 Dtl (tv) A Drink to Finish
15 TWiW (s1) - else a fish dish? 88 TCC [bJSB] (m)
16 GwaPE [bJV] (a) 51 TTQ [bFS] (m) 89 T'sTME (s)
17 DJGUFIL (s) 52 JDoS (1) 90 AM:tCY (tv)
18 BWW (p) 53 BtL [bRB) (a) 91 TwM ()
19 D'tDfD (st) 54 TFRH (b) 92 TalGG [bHB] (a)
We reach our chosen venue: - or a vegetarian option? - or something stronger
- who greets us? 55 RMDEQ (b) (a glass of Port, maybe?)
20 WitM (st) 56 R 5 93 R,R,R,R (s)
21 TDW (st) 57 LP 1t 94 MM'D? (s)
58 TFotBK [bJJ] (a) 95 WG! (f)
- what's on our table already? 96 MSC (p)
22 TRoaT [bEM] (a) - not forgetting our side orders 97 TAD [bPP] (a)
23 GBM (tv) 59 SD (st)
24 S-N-P (p) 60 OP,TP (rh) And Finally...
25 00 ® 61 FGTatWsC 0 98 TAoMP (b)
62 OttO (th) 99 C:aPS [bAY] (m)
- and what arrives soon after? 63 TYV:aHwtG (tv) 100 TB (tv)
26 TBoB [bSD] (a) 64 MCCW ®
27T MWRA (st) 65 CC (tv)
28 B (b) 66 PPH (th)
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S. C. Huart
B.Sc Grad., Dip. Phys., SR.P.,, M.B.Ac.A., L.C.H.
Chartered Physiotherapist, Registered
Acupuncturist, Licensed Homeopath
at New Haven Clinic Blewbury

Muscleoskeltal, Arthritis, back pain,

sports injuries, headaches and stress,
fertility a speciality. For all the family’s

painful healthcare needs,
phone 01235 850399

JJLEWBURY

"ANB CAR WASH

|Operated by Spike Enterprise Ltd | Car 4x4
Bronze (Outside only) ............. £10 £15
Mini-Valet (Outside & Inside) ..... £20 £30
Gold (Exterior & Interior Valet) ... £40 £40
Platinum (See on-site notice) .... £80 £80
@ Shell Garage, London Road Blewbury HAND
OPEN 7 DAYS g toam ooy 888 CAR WASH

For bookings call 07988 801483 or 07455 225550

WALTERS
€ELECTRICAL

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

24 hour emergency call-out
All types of electrical work, no job too small

Tel: 01235 817384

AREYOU STILL WAITING
FOR THAT ODD JOB
TO BE DONE?

TOO BUSY OR CAN'T DO D.LY.
Call Alan!
Alan Clark — Tel: 01235 851168

All work undertaken. No job too small.
Painting, Decorating, Tiling,
Laminate Flooring, General Maintenance

ANIMATED CLEANING

COMPANY

A
e 2

Domestic cleaners making
life easier.

Fast, reliable and safe.
Insured.
DBS checked.

Call Jordan on: 07731 374871

ﬂ www.facebook.com/Animatedcleaningcompany

Our Services

Our wide range of wellness treatments will

ensure a healthy lifestyle, less stress, better
+

LUMINATE

productivity, stronger, immune system and
more

» Lymphatic drainage « Pregnancy treatments

« Infrared sauna

Blewbury
Hohey

Natural, local honey. Can be
purchased directly at Huntsgrave
Farm, Woodway Road, or for orders
call or text Matt on 07817 955205

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

40 years of repairing, servicing and selling all
types of garden machinery

We repair all types of petrol and battery driven machinery. New and
used garden machinery for sale. Demonstration area.
Delivery & collection service available.

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax, Cub Cadet,
Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood,
Wheelhorse. We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.

We are always busy, but never too busy to have your machine
ready within 7-10 days
Mon-Fri: 9.00am—4.00pm | Sat: 9.00am-12.00pm
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Abingdon OX14 4EZ
T: 01235 555115

E: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
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Wishing everyone well in the festive season and all the best
in the new year! We are excited to offer a warm welcome to

familiar and new faces in a variety of ways in our action packed
50™ anniversary year, with an exciting mix of events and

productions - something for everyone. Special thanks to all those who came along to our open evening and
contributed with so much enthisiasm and so many ideas. We really value your contributions and will be discussing
them at our next meeting. All our news is available at www.blewburyplayers.co.uk
Lots of things to enter into your new diaries. Here is what our 2026 calendar looks like so far...
Jeff and Peter’s Music Quiz, 24 January at Blewbury Village Hall
Questions for all ages and types of music with lots of prizes! Money raised will be used to support activities for
young people in the village. Please support the bar! Maximum team size is 10. Doors open at 7.30 for a prompt
start ay 8pm. Always a popular night and great fun - don’t miss out. Tickets £10 and available from Blewbury Post
Office from 24 November 2025
AUDITIONS for The Wind in the Willows, 31 January & 1 February
Initial auditions in the form of a workshop. We are holding workshop auditions to build an ensemble cast. Please
contact us at blewburyplayers@gmail.com if you are interested in taking part on or off stage. Do also let us know
if you would like to audition but are unavailable on these dates. Callbacks will be held on the following weekend
(5th and 6th February), and casting finalised by Friday 12th February. We are looking to audition actors from aged
9 upwards, with no upper age limit. Lots more information about these auditions @ www.blewburyplayers.co.uk
The Dice House, 20 & 21 February
Online Box Office opens @ www.blewburyplayers.co.uk on 4 January.
We are supporting a ‘radio play’ performance of the Dice House in the village hall. The Dice House, by Paul Lucas,
is an irreverent black comedy inspired by Luke Rhinehart’s cult book The Dice Man which explores the nature and
limitations of free will. What happens if we make all decisions based on the whim of a dice? The performances in
February will be rehearsed readings so the cast will be reading from scripts by their microphones in the style of a
radio play. Whilst this won’t be a full production, there will be an opportunity to get involved in other aspects of
theatre; sound, lights, production, stage management, front of house, costume if people want to. If you want to be
involved in any way please contact Matt Phillips or Andy Jarvis at matt.warren.phillips@gmail.com.

Book Launch and Friends Evening 20 March
More news soon...
An Evening of Entertainment about the Blewbury Players, 20 June
St. Michael’s Church. Arranged by Catie Flye. More details to follow...
The Wind in the Willows, 15th -18th July 2026

Our summer production at Orchard Dene Garden Theatre will be The Wind in the Willows, written by Blewbury

resident Kenneth Grahame. Adapted by Alan Bennett. Directed by Ed White.
A Christmas Carol — Autumn/Winter 2026.
More news soon... ==

“l”"‘lhw*

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic
Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.

Learn, Iaugh, live January 20th - Politics in 20th Century Oxford: the life of Olive Gibbs by Liz Woolley
For details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit www.u3asites.org.uk/didcot.

CROQUET CLUB

MERRY CHRISTMAS from Blewbury Croquet Club. Could croquet make yours an even Happier New Year? Thanks
to grants and generous donations, we're just installing a borehole and new irrigation, to maintain our excellent
courts more sustainably in future. And we're now offering free membership through this winter, if you enrol for
next season. Get in touch for more details. David Long, Club Secretary, 07484 360169.
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BLEWBURY WI NEWS

Blewbury WI certainly embraces Christmas. We had two visits to garden centres to see the decorations
and have a mince pie or two in late November. Our area WI ‘group’ celebrated Christmas in a secular
festive evening in St. Michaels Blewbury. Eight WIs from the area including Harwell, Hagbourne and
Didcot came together for a super evening of great company including festive readings, mince pies and
mulled wine. Thank you to the village bell ringers for setting the scene as we arrived!

Then we had our popular Christmas lunch at the Goring and Streatley Golf club — sparkly earrings and festive head
gear being the order of the day. We are being treated to a Christmas coffee morning at Sharon’s house Wednesday
17 December 10.30am onwards. There will be a ‘wrapped present’ raffle so bring your cash if possible but Karen
may be lurking with her “sum up” card machine. Proceeds will go to the “Coffee & kids” group in Blewbury.

The first monthly meeting of 2026 for our Wl is Wednesday 28 January 2026 7.30pm in the Vale room. It will be
“How to read the English Country church”. We are delighted to welcome the Rev’'d Dr. Nicholas Henderson who is
an expert on this topic. The talk takes us from the pre-Christian era, through the arrival of the Romans and onwards
to the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons and their initially disruptive and pagan but then formative and Christian world.
Although our Wl is currently full, we are running a waiting list. To find out more, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543
or email blewburywi@gmail.com.

Wednesday 17 December 10.30am Christmas Coffee morning Sharon

Friday 2 January 7pm Craft club Karen

Monday 5 January 2.30pm Mah Jong Graeme (thereafter ask Sharon)
Monday 5 January 7pm Scrabble Karen

Friday 9 January 7pm Book Club Eli

Thursday 15 January 2.30pm Rummikub Jane

BLEWSHED NEWS
This year’s BlewShed AGM was the last one as Chairman for BlewShed's founder Mike Magnay. Having set up
BlewShed almost single-handedly and been its chair for seven years, during which BlewShed has grown from a
cherished idea to become a very active organisation with a growing membership of nearly 60 and a well-equipped
workshop. Most important, BlewShed is a friendly and safe place where people who might be lonely and isolated,
or perhaps recovering from physical or mental problems, can meet to chat and work together, often working
together on various community projects. BlewShed became a Charitable Independent Organisation this year. The
Shed members thanked Mike for his vision, his time and all his hard work, and made a small presentatlon to him.
Meetings: November's meeting was a fascinating presentation by bee ; %y ‘ 1
farmer Rob Nickless about the lives of bees and how to manage them.

He will also brought plenty of his high-quality bee-related products,
including various varieties of delicious honey, as well as beeswax items
for sale, which members bought enthusiastically as Christmas presents
and for their own consumption.

December's meeting will be mince pies and mulled wine at the Shed, on
23" December, 7.30 pm.

BlewShed opening times and membership: Tuesday, Friday and
Saturday afternoons 1.30-4pm and Thursday afternoons 2-4pm for

electronics, non-dusty, quiet work, cuppa and chat.
Jeff and Peter’s Music Quiz

Everyone is welcome to club nights on the fourth
Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at BlewShed. We look

Y P From the Blewbury Players
Blewbury Village Hall

forward to seeing you. Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed
secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/

BLEWSING

A reminder that Blewsing rehearsals (Thursdays at 7.30
pm during term time, in the Melland Room) start again
on Thursday 8™ January. All welcome — no experience
or music-reading ability required. For

details, email sloy24@gmail.com

or look at our website:
https://www.blewsing.org/.

Quiz begins 8 p.m. PROMPT
Saturday January 2412026

Tickets: £10 from Blewbury Post Office
Hall and Bar open from 7.15 p.m.
Please support the Bar
Monies raised will be used to support activities
for Young People in the Village
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M www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

SB’s New Year Resolutions

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Swap the plane for the train and enjoy the view

Walk / cycle round the village and use the bus to Didcot

Grow your own vegetables and buy UK-sourced food

Install more water butts and grow drought-resistant plants

Make a pond in your garden and put up bird boxes (especially for swifts)

Reuse, repair, refresh and recycle ‘stuff’, and buy less of it

Volunteer and keep Blewbury beautiful (pick up litter and poo bags)

Quaker Wood volunteering, Sat 10 Jan, 10 am to 12.30pm. We need to plant
about 150 field maples in the hedge, replacing those which died in the
summer. Bring your own protective gloves and a drink. If you have a trowel,
kneeler and spade bring these too but we will provide them if not. Meet at
the gate into the Wood.

Talk on Woodland Creation by Mark Nathanson, Mon 26 Jan, 8pm, Melland
Room. Mark will inspire us about woodland creation through the lens of our
very own Quaker Wood. He will talk about what we can expect in the first five
S8 years of growing trees. He will say how he selects species for wood creation
and refer to other woods that he has planted in Oxfordshire. Mark is doing a research trial on the beech trees at
Quaker Wood; he will explain this project. Tickets on the door (opens at 7.45pm) cost £8 (includes a drink).

Talk by Earth Trust, 23 Feb, 8pm, Melland Room. The Wittenham Clumps dominate our north-eastern skyline.
Terry Hurley, Trustee with Earth Trust will tell us more about current projects and future plans for the Clumps.
Tickets on the door (opens at 7.45pm) cost £8 (includes a drink).

Repair cafes. Dates for your diaries: 1 March and 14 June 2026. If you need something repaired before these, why
not go to Cholsey Repair café? These operate on the third Saturday of odd-numbered months, from 10 am to
12.45pm in the Cholsey Pavilion.

Happy Christmas! If you want to join our volunteers mailing list or become a supporter who receives occasional
newsletters, email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk
BLEWBURY FREECYCLE: FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TEL NO.

2 white plastic tub chairs with wooden legs Jane Dunwoody 07850 178305
Jndunwoody@gmail.com
To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com)

BRIDGE CLUB

Blewbury Bridge Club's Christmas Party in the Village Hall (this time on Sunday 14 December) is always our biggest
event of the year. Thanks to all who attend and help to make it a success!

In addition, there's the annual Oxfordshire County Pairs competition. To qualify, you need to score 50%+ in at least
one duplicate from 17-24 November, 1-6 December or 5-11 January. After that is a semi-final (February) and a
national final (May). Also, to give everyone a chance, there's a "9-high" heat for non-experts.

Now, a bidding problem! (I sat South.) The secret of our auction is that with this partner | play 2-over-1 game
forcing, i.e. 1S 2C showed opening strength and so the 4S bid had to show something like North's actual hand. | bid
4NT (Roman Key Card Blackwood), discovered that partner had the top three spades and blasted the laydown 7S.
(Seven solid spades + two ace-kings + the heart ace + diamond ruff = 13 tricks.)
However, the defence could have made it harder for us. (a) Lead a trump, killing the
diamond ruff... but declarer would have just taken the successful heart finesse
instead. (b) Don't give us a free ride in the auction! East could make an immediate

+ AKQJ842
v1082
+ K96

Bd 12, DIr W
Ta=N

Other table

W
overcall of 2C, 3C or even 4C. I'll probably still reach slam, but I'd struggle to find [, 10763 29
seven. (Apart from anything else, pre-empts will make me worry about bad trump |vJ76 vK9
breaks.) South has an amazing penalty double of a club overcall... but, at this [*J10432

vulnerability, even 7Cx-8 is a better score for East-West than our vulnerable grand =

slam!
Other Norths opened 4S. This isn't WRONG because partner will know you're
serious at that vulnerability, but that makes things harder too... Finn Clark
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PARISH COUNCIL

The December meeting is on Wednesday 17th December at 7pm in the Melland Room. If you can't wait to find out
what happened, please look for the minutes on the website and notice board outside the Post Office.

At that meeting, the Parish Council is saying a fond farewell to Dermot Mathias who is stepping down from the
council after many years of service as our chair. On behalf of the village, we'd like to thank him for all that he has
done during that time. Julia Saunders is replacing him as the chair, with Anne Millman as her deputy. The BPC would
like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Next meeting 21% January at 7 pm.

NATURE NOTES

The humble Robin (Erithacus rubecula). The gardener’s friend. Always the first bird up in the morning and the last
to go to bed. Puffed like a teacup, chest glowing against the frost-dark soil. Their dark eye is proportionally bigger
than our own. And this is partly why | think it is Britain’s favourite bird. The old Anglo-Saxon word for the robin is
‘Ruddoc’, meaning red. Even today the name ‘Ruddock’ survives in some areas of our island.

In winter, when insects retreat and berries run thin, robins turn practical — flicking leaf litter for worms, hovering
briefly to pluck a spider from bark, or following gardeners with bright-eyed hope. They are fiercely territorial even
now; that familiar “friendly” presence is often a boundary dispute in disguise, the red breast a living warning sign.
Ecologically, robins are tidy-minded neighbours. They help regulate invertebrate populations and are quick to
exploit disturbed ground. They’re adaptable without being careless—nesting low, tucked into banks or sheds,
raising multiple broods when spring finally loosens winter’s grip. Their song, thin and silvery in the cold months, is
one of the few that continues through winter, and | have often heard them in the middle of the night.

It’s no accident that the robin became Britain’s Christmas bird. Long before Victorian cards, which popularised the
association of Robins and Christmas, winter robins were seen closest to people, emboldened by hunger and cold.
Later, postmen, nicknamed “robins” for their red uniforms, cemented the association, delivering festive letters
through the December gloom. The bird came to stand for continuity and kindness. A small red-breasted warmth of
feathers against the long dark. Still, there’s nothing sentimental about the bird itself. They are alert, opportunistic,
and tough, surviving lean months with sharp instincts. Watching the Robin today, head cocked, eye bright, I'm
reminded that Christmas isn’t only about comfort. Sometimes it’s about persistence, about holding colour through
the cold and singing anyway. Glen Meadows

CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT

Last month our new Riley Park Learning Garden team (which will focus on indigenous planting) was invited to join
a welcoming ceremony at the Musqueam Centre for Indigenous Land-based Education, Research and Wellness
within the University of British Columbias’s Farm, on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territory of the
x¥mabk“ayam (Musqueam) peoples, whose guidance and collaboration is paramount to the work undertaken at
the garden. We seated ourselves on colourful woven blankets around the sacred fire and joined in with a welcoming
prayer, accompanied by drumming and singing from our Elder host. We were then invited to participate in a
“smudging” ceremony using traditional herbs (white sage, sweetgrass, tobacco and cedar) which were placed in a
large shell and lit from the fire, sending out fragrant smoke. “When we smudge, we first cleanse our hands with the
smoke as if we were washing our hands. We then draw the smoke over our heads, eyes, ears, mouths, and our
bodies. These actions remind us to think good thoughts, see good actions, hear good sounds, speak good words,
and show the good of who we are”. This practice was banned in Canada between 1925 and 1951, when the Indian
Act was changed. We were invited to introduce ourselves and say where we were from and what brought us here,
then treated to warm herbal tea, very welcome on a cool autumnal day.

After the ceremony, we were given a tour of the area which has been cultivated by the Musqueam Elders for 20
years, making our way through a woodland path until recently completely overgrown with Himalayan blackberry,
down to a cleared area which floods in the winter so swamp-loving plants such as Shore Pines, reeds and rushes
were being introduced here. This should encourage the return of wetland-loving wildlife that would have existed
before the area was colonised by the British. The garden was devoted to growing fruit and vegetables harvested to
support the local community’s indigenous food sovereignty initiative. Nearby was another amazing area devoted
to medicinal herbs and remedies, the Indigenous Research and Education Garden, laid out in a fascinating spiral
pattern with echoes of traditional Musqueam artwork. It is growing over 60 medicinal herbs, some familiar such as
sage, lemon balm and mint, others not so familiar, used in medicine-making workshops taught by the Medicine
Collective, a group of Indigenous Elders and Knowledge-Keepers. The gardening is mostly done by volunteers, a
formidable task! The Garden also hosts student internships that support UBC students in gaining hands-on learning
and research while gaining credit for their degree. It was a fascinating visit, and | felt privileged to learn more about
a culture that has lived and thrived in this area for over 10,000 years. Angela Hoy (ahoy2343@gmail.com)
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VILLAGE HALL REGULAR ACTIVITIES
As 2026 begins, we thought it would be helpful to provide a reference page covering the regular activities that take
lace in the Hall. Comments and participation welcome! See also p.7 for this month’s news. Village Hall Committee

Day Activity Time
Monday Zumba Gold 9.30am
Main Hall Low impact dance fitness for the over 60’s (younger are welcome) this will make
you smile, laugh and have lots of fun.
Enquiries - stu-zumba@hotmail.co.uk Web - www.stu-fitness.co.uk
Monday Coffee and Kids 10-11.30am
Monthly A monthly village baby & toddler group - for families in Blewbury and surrounding
Vale Room area. We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents
or carers. Hosted by the local Mothers' Union branch.
Enquiries - revlouiseb@aol.com 07837 009730
Monday Betty Bloom Dance 4.00pm
Main Hall Children’s dance classes providing outstanding children’s dance classes focusing
on fun, imagination and creativity.
Enquiries - pbettybloomdance@gmail.com Web - www.bettybloomdance.co.uk
Tuesday Autumn Leaves Bingo 1.30pm
Vale Room The Autumn Leaves is a well-established club for older members of the local
community.
Enquiries - Cilla Maguire, at 01235 851966
Tuesday Table Tennis 5.30-7.00pm
Main Hall Weekly club sessions open to players of all standards, and we welcome visitors.
Enquiries - mrjmrk@gmail.com
Web - https://sites.google.com/view/blewburytabletennisclub/home
Tuesday Bridge Club 7.20 for
Vale Room Face-to-face duplicate bridge. Visitors are always warmly welcomed. 7.30pm start
Enquiries - matt.wright.2002@gmail.com
Wednesday | Spirit of Yoga 10.00am
2nd and 4t of | A gentle, stimulating class for everybody with a focus on connecting your breath
month and body through yoga poses and practices before relaxation to rejuvenate you.
Main Hall Enquiries - eviholroyd@yahoo.co.uk or 07749 499146
Wednesday Blewtube Usually 2pm
Vale Room Cinema in the Vale Room. We present a range of films covering everything from
Monthly some ‘modern classics’ (e.g. Calendar Girls) through to new films (e.g. Mr Burton).
Enquires - blewtube@gmail.com
Wednesday Get Fit Be Strong 6.45pm
Main Hall Group training that keeps you motivated and working hard at your level.
Enquiries — contact@getfitbestrong.com Web — www.geffitbestrong.com
Wednesday Blewbury WI 7.30pm
Vale Room Blewbury WI meets every month, on the 4th Wednesday of the month.
Monthly Enquiries - blewburywi@gmail.com
Thursday Spirit of Yoga 6.15pm
Main Hall A gentle, stimulating class for everybody with a focus on connecting your breath
and body through yoga poses and practices before relaxation to rejuvenate you.
Enquiries - eviholroyd@yahoo.co.uk or 07749 499146
Thursday Badminton Club 8.00-9.30pm
Main Hall We welcome new members of all abilities. Our season runs from early September
through to the end of April.
Enquiries - penny@brassell.org.uk
Friday Yoga with Cathy 8.00am
Main Hall This is a gentle, relaxing morning yoga class that is suitable for all-levels, but
particularly beginners or those who would like to feel more mobile.
Enquiries - cathytalbot123@gmail.com
Web - https://www.momoyoga.com/yoga-withcathy/teacher-profile
Friday Wine Appreciation 8.00pm
Vale Room An informal group trying some different and interesting wines. Each tasting is led
Monthly by a wine expert presenting 6 and 8 wines that explore a different theme each
month.
Enquires - blewburywine@gmail.com
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are Jan 6" and 20™. For
further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966. We would
welcome any new members to come and join us.

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or
online services like health and banking. Astons Online CIC events and support are free and open to all. There are
in-person one-to-one sessions in Aston Upthorpe Village Hall (OX119EQ) on Tuesday 20 January from 10:00 to
12noon. Please book an appointment by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 07780 958249. We're
available for 1:1 sessions on Tuesday mornings between 10 and 12 using Zoom, Facetime, WhatsApp or phone.

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in hospitals,
doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service which relies entirely
on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to arrange a driver. Please note that
journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad.

To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be prompted to
leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name and telephone number.
Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible.

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS (from 6" Jan — see page 7 for seasonal hours)
Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm.

VILLAGE DIARY for Christmas 2025 - January 2026 Page

Sunday Dec 21 4 pm Carols by Candlelight, St Michael’s Church 14
Tuesday 23 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 20
Wednesday 24 10.30am - 12 Santa's mailbox open, Blewbury Pre-School 3
Wednesday 24 5-6.30 pm Santa's Sleigh 3
Wednesday 24 5.45 pm Crib Service, St Michael’s Church 13
Friday 26 10.30 am Boxing Day Walk, meet at Blewbury Village Hall 3
Thursday Jan1 10.30 am Roger Cambray Memorial Walk, Meet at the Pound 9
Tuesday 6 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 24
Saturday 10 10am-12.30 SB Quaker Wood volunteering, Quaker Wood 21
Monday 12 10-11.30am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 13
Tuesday 13 8 pm Local History Group meeting at Robinsons, Parsonage Lane

Wednesday 14 2 pm Blewtube film screening: Bridget Jones Mad about the Boy, Vale Room 7
Tuesday 20 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 24
Tuesday 20 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for February Bulletin

Wednesday 21 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 22
Saturday 24 7.30 pm Jeff and Peter's Music Quiz (Blewbury Players), Village Hall 19
Monday 26 8 pm SB Talk: Woodland Creation, Melland Room 21
Tuesday 27 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 20
Wednesday 28 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: How to read the English country church, Vale Room 20
Saturday 31 Auditions for The Wind in the Willows (also 1 Feb) 19

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and immediately
neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services, are not widely
advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement of the products or
services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes:
¢ 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00) * 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00) ¢ 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00)
Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are
advertising a village event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk in the first instance, ideally as a Microsoft Word, Microsoft
PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin goes to
press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make the appropriate arrangements.
WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, which can be submitted in the same way as advertisements — see
above. We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication
must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The editor
reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin.
To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information,
the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplinl@gmail.com.
Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplinl@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution
Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson
treasurer@blewbury.co.uk Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk.
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