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HAPPY RETIREMENT, DAVE!

This month we say a heartfelt thank you and farewell to Dave, our wonderful
postman, who is retiring after many years of dedicated service to Blewbury and the
surrounding villages. Dave has delivered through all weathers with a smile on his face
and has become a familiar and much-loved part of village life. We will be holding a i
collection for Dave in the Post Office for anyone who would like to leave a card or ‘m"'“““’
make a small contribution as a thank you for everything he has done. Please feel free |M ,,,‘u‘s‘}‘“
to drop in anything you’d like to add. We wish Dave a very happy and well-deserved
retirement and thank him for all his hard work over the years. Sarah Cantwell

Dave said: “As some of you know, | was going to retire this year, but | decided to go
early before the stress got too much for me. | would like to say it’s been a privilege
and honour to serve you all with the post and parcels. You have all become friends
not just customers. It’s been amazing to see families growing and then starting
families of their own. I’'m sure the dogs will miss me as much as | will miss them, so
every so often I'll pop over to the village with a pocketful of biscuits, but | won’t be
wearing a Royal Mail uniform. Obviously, I'm sure to see you whilst you’re out and
about, bye for now. Dave”

BOXING DAY WALK

A fine crop of Boxing Day skits was enjoyed
by a large crowd at the Village Hall.
Pictured are The New Olds who won the
Ron Freeborn Memorial Cup and whose
choice of costume was a better fit for the
cold weather than some we could
mention. See full article on p5.

THANKS FOR THE CAROLS...

A huge thank you to everyone who
attended the Village Carol Concert in
December. The retiring collection for [
Didcot Foodbank raised £743.57. They ¥
have written to express their grateful
thanks, as there are still families relying on
this charity. Annie Casey

...AND FOR THE CHRISTMAS TREES

Thank you to all those who donated to
have their Christmas trees chipped in aid of
Helen and Douglas House. We are pleased : \ - '
to say that £313.99 was raised for this very worthwhile local charity. Many thanks Steve, Ben, EI/zabeth and Pete

BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY

The winning numbers for this month were: Jan Draw 1st - 062; 2nd - 021; 3rd - 083. The prize fund was shared
(50%/30%/20%) between the three winners and £172.50 was raised for Blewbury Pre-School.

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. Membership spaces
are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also
available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE

If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared.
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S. C. Huart
B.Sc Grad., Dip. Phys., S.R.P., M.B.Ac.A., L.C.H.

Chartered Physiotherapist, Registered
Acupuncturist, Licensed Homeopath

at New Haven Clinic Blewbury
Muscleoskeltal, Arthritis, back pain,
sports injuries, headaches and stress,
fertility a speciality. For all the family’s
painful healthcare needs,
phone 01235 850399

JBLEWBURY

"AND CAR WASH

|Operated by Spike Enterprise Ltd | Car 4x4
Bronze (Outside only) ............. £10 £15
Mini-Valet (Outside & Inside) ..... £20 £30
Gold (Exterior & Interior Valet) ... £40 £40
Platinum (See on-site notice) .... £80 £80
@ Shell Garage, London Road Blewbury HAND
OPEN 7 DAYS g1 0 ™ | W CAR WASH

For bookings call 07988 801483 or 07455 225550

WALTERS
€ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

24 hour emergency call-out
All types of electrical work, no job too small

Tel: 01235 817384

AREYOU STILL WAITING
FORTHAT ODD JOB
TO BE DONE?

TOO BUSY OR CAN'T DO D.LY.
Call Alan!
Alan Clark — Tel: 01235 851168

All work undertaken. No job too small.
Painting, Decorating, Tiling,
Laminate Flooring, General Maintenance

ANIMATED CLEANING
COMPANY
Vo

Domestic cleaners making

life easier.
1 ~

Fast, reliable and safe.
Insured.
DBS checked.

Call Jordan on: 07731 37487

Our Services
Our wide range of wellness treatments will
ensure a healthy lifestyle, less stress, better

+

LUMINATE

productivity, stronger, immune system and
more

« Lymphatic drainage « Pregnancy treatments
« Holistic facials « Infrared sauna
+ Massage « Meditation
« Skin tightening « Hypnotherapy
« Oncology treatments « Nutrition and fitness
« Energy healing « Spa packages

luminate-wellne

vy Barn, Main Street, West Ha 1oND

Natural, local honey. Can be
purchased directly at Huntsgrave
Farm, Woodway Road, or for orders
call or text Matt on 07817 955205

Milton Garden Machinery Ltd

40 years of repairing, servicing and selling all
types of garden machinery

We repair all types of petrol and battery driven machinery. New and
used garden machinery for sale. Demonstration area.
Delivery & collection service available.

Main dealers for: Alko, Atco, Briggs Stratton, Countax, Cub Cadet,
Echo, Efco, Hayter, Lawnflite, Mitox, MTD, Murray, Toro, Westwood,
Wheelhorse. We repair Stihl and Honda machines too.

We are always busy, but never too busy to have your machine
ready within 7-10 days
Mon-Fri: 9.00am—4.00pm | Sat: 9.00am-12.00pm
Windyridge Farm, Milton Road, Abingdon OX14 4EZ
T: 01235 555115

E: paul@miltongardenmachinery.co.uk
www.miltongardenmachinery.co.uk




BLEWBURY SCHOOL — REPORT ON CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Carol Concert

The whole school walked through the village to
St Michael’s Church for their annual carol
service. The oldest children led the service,
speaking clearly and ensuring that everything
ran smoothly, even ensuring that Father Jason
knew what to do and when to do it! Each class
sang a Christmas song and the choir gave a
superb rendition of Three Kings. A special
thank you to Mr Baldock (the piano teacher)
who accompanied the children so admirably.
The congregation was made up of the
children’s families as well as members of the
community. The service finished with us all
joining in with We wish you a merry Christmas.
Nativity

The whole of Key Stage 1 was involved in the
retelling of the Christmas story. They
performed it twice and the hall was packed
both times as the children wove a special
moment in all the busy Christmas activities. It
was amazing to see every child involved, every
child singing and enjoying being part of
something so special. The teachers and their
assistants showed such dedication as they
supported the children throughout the
performances.

Christmas Dinner

We are extremely lucky at Blewbury School to
have a cook who is a trained teacher and
passionate about nutrition. The children see
whole chickens roasted and carved in front of
them. They grow vegetables in the school

cooking from scratch and making a well-balanced nutritious meal.

THE SPHERE IS BACK — CELEBRATE WITH A POEM

‘ T y In 2025, the sphere has come and gone like the Tardis but is now safely
back on the Play Close. To celebrate this imaginative piece of public art,
made by Blewbury's own David Harber, the Blewbury Parish Council is
calling on the poets of the village to take one or more of the words on the
sphere, or the artwork itself, and write a poem. These can be sent to the
Parish Clerk before 1% March 2026. We will then hold a celebration of the
poets and the sphere on 20th March - the equinox. Prizes will be awarded
to the winners in the categories: under 11, 11 to 18, and adult.

BLEWBURY LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

We have had to leave the meeting place that we have had for several years
and have moved all our artefacts into storage until we can find further
accommodation. However, our meetings and projects will continue. The
next meeting will be on Tuesday 10" February at 8pm at 9 Westbrook
Green, Blewbury. Our meetings are open to everyone and you are very
welcome to attend. For further information please contact Mary Gaines:
m-gaines@outlook.com 07730 438598.



mailto:m-gaines@outlook.com

Creative Catering Blewbury

We have moved!
Unit S9 Greenlands Farm Moulsford

All aspects of catering professionally presented
Weddings, Parties, Pig roasts, Buffets,
Funerals, Canape receptions & Business lunches

Over 25 years experience

For more information visit:
www.creative-caterer.co.uk
Find us on facebook at Creative Catering
Email — sheilaaustin@btinternet.com
Phone — 01235 850931 or 07743 368373

KEN WHITING

CHARTERED ARCHITECT

Qualified Design, Planning and Building Regulations
consultation advice, drawings and applications for
residential and small commercial developments.

T: 01235 516522
E: ken.whiting@kwarchitect.co.uk

.

A World of Dance for Children!

ey
oom

Dance

Classes Every Monday (Termtime)

Excellent 5 Star Google Reviews!

Imaginative and engaging classes with:

¢ Musical Theatre ¢ IDTA Exams
* Freestyle * Super Fun
* Dance Shows Competitions

3.30pm —4.10pm Sweet Pea Classes (4-6 years)
4.10pm — 5.00pm Poppy Classes (7-9 years)
5.00pm - 5.50pmpm Lily Classes (10- 12 years)
5.50pm — 6.40pm Tiger Lily Classes (13 years +)
Performance Squad - 6.45 — 8pm (by invitation only)

bettybloomdance@gmail.com 07785 232862

http://bettybloomdance.co.uk

Family Farm Shop Established 1960
Greengrocer, Florist, Nursery, Giftware & Pet Food
The Nurseries, London Road, Blewbury, 0X11 9HB

01235 850352

savagesblewbury.co.uk

==
SCSOXON
IMITED

PROFESSIONAL
SURFACING
CONTRACTORS

Asphalt

Gravel Surfacing
Block Paving
Civil Engineering

Road Surfacing
Surface Dressing
Hard Landscaping
Resin

T: 0330 043 6365
E: enquiries@scsoxonltd.co.uk

www.scsoxonltd.co.uk

M: 07790 000896

Blewbury Brass Band

Available for bookings for local fetes & events

Band Room Available for Hire
£8 per hour (min 2hrs). Large practice room.
Toilet, but no kitchen or storage facilities. Suitable for pop
groups, theatrical rehearsals, group meetings etc.

New band members of all ages & abilities welcome
instruments available.
Learner Band Rehearsals - Mondays 5.45pm - 6.30pm
Main Band Rehearsals - Wednesdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Band Hut, Boham’s Road, Blewbury OX11 9HF

Enquiries - secretary@blewburybrassband.org

Get 5% Off -
Download Our
App!

LOW FIXED PRICES ON ALL JOURNEYS

© 01235 811100
bookings@gogreentaxisltd.co.uk

SECURE
ELECTRICAL "' W
LIM'TED APPROVED

CONTRACTOR

Callum Hodnett
07588 337730

www.secure-electrical.co.uk

info@secure-electrical.co.uk

Installation & Maintenance-Inspection & Testing
Single & 3 Phase




BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY
The BVS Christmas events were extremely well attended in 2025: Santa delivered over 100
presents to young Blewburians (and some not so young)! Many people play a part in
Santa’s Sleigh — an event that makes Blewbury so special. Thank you to Santa, Mother
Christmas, Blewbury’s very own Rudolf, this year’s herd of reindeer, Santa’s numerous
elves (responsible for his post office and other technical, safety and refreshment-based support), and members of
the Blewbury Brass Band and Annie’s singers for carols on the Playclose. And thanks to all those who came to receive
a present, join in with the singing or just be part of the event.
The Boxing Day Walk also had a great turnout, with over 200 participants and lots of groups of all sizes. The John
Grice Memorial Cup for best newcomer was awarded to The Celebrity Ashes and the Ron Freeborn Memorial Cup
was awarded to The New Olds. Congratulations to them and to the winners in all categories:

Individual: Just Gay (1st), The Inside Out Goes Back to Front (2nd), The Blewbury Bookie (3rd)

Small group:  Only Here for the Beer (1st), Chat BVS 2.0 (2nd), Blewbury Heist (3rd)

Medium group: Spanish Christmas (1st), Cold Players (2nd) Stranger Blewbury Things (3rd)

Large group:  PDC Dancers (1st), Red Roses (2nd), Evri Day is an Adventure (3rd)
This event couldn’t happen without our brilliant volunteers, so thank you to the judges, compere, registration team,
marshals and drinks stop teams. Finally, thanks to all who came along to present skits or be ‘here for the beer’!
New Year’s Day started with the Roger Cambray Memorial Walk to The Bell at Aldworth, attended by a hardy troop
of beer-seekers (and their dogs). The live folk music in the snug was thoroughly enjoyed by those who managed to
squeeze in!
BVS Comedy Night — Saturday 7th March
Next up, the legendary Blewbury Comedy Night returns to the Village Hall on Saturday
7th March. Paddy Lennox is back to compere, bringing three top comedians to entertain
us. Whether you’ve been before or are a newcomer, please support this acclaimed event
(over 18s only). All profits will go to the Parish Council for maintenance of the village
playgrounds. Tickets are £18. The box office will open at 09:00 on Thursday 5th February
at: https://buytickets.at/blewburyvillagesociety/2026557 or scan the QR code.
BVS committee
The BVS committee is a team of volunteers who help to run events for the village, and we are always grateful to
hear your ideas and for any offers of help. You don’t have to join the committee (although we would welcome new
members): there are always plenty of ways to support the BVS and your community. If you have an event that you
would like to make happen, or if you would just like to support one of our regular calendar events, please contact
us at blewburybvs@gmail.com.

DIDCOT FOODBANK

Collection dates this month are SATURDAY 31st JANUARY — MONDAY 9th FEBRUARY. Usual details on p 11.
Blewbury has made many contributions to the Didcot Foodbank in 2025, including the WI, the Church and the
School, who had a ‘Wear a Christmas Jumper and Bring Something for the Foodbank Day’, collecting an enormous
number of donations. Andrew Snell, who coordinates the Foodbank, has written:

“Thank you for bringing in the Blewbury Foodbank donations, and for the school donations just before Christmas - |
wrote thanking them for their marvellous collection. As of this week we have 43 families or individuals referred to
us, and week by week this can vary between 40 and 60. Some are referred for one week, others for the maximum of
six weeks, depending on the family situation - we help people in emergency pending a longer term solution and in
that context it's good to have a monthly visit from one of Didcot's Social Prescribers. They can come alongside those
in difficulty for up to six weeks, helping find solutions and pointing to agencies who might be able to assist. First
Steps Baby Bank also attend Foodbank sessions, as our clients frequently overlap. A big thank you to everyone who
contributes donations, regularly or occasionally, enabling this important service to provide emergency assistance to
those who need it in Didcot and the villages." As you can see, your support is greatly appreciated. Pat Mattimore

NOW NEED TO BOOK VISITS TO RECYCLING / WASTE CENTRES

Oxfordshire County Council is introducing a new booking system at its Household Waste Recycling Centres.
Since Wednesday 14" January everyone needs to book a time slot to visit one of the sites. People can book 30
minutes before their visit (subject to availability) or up to two weeks in advance.
https://oxfordshire.gov.uk/hwrcbooking. The Council also asks people to sort their recyclable items from their waste
either before they arrive, which will speed up their visit, or they can use the sorting area on site.
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TOM SAVAGE

ROOFING & BUILDING LTD.

07817 252775
info@tomsavageroofing.co.uk
El www.facebook.com/tomsavageroofing

the
blewbury building

company

01235 850579 | 07808 401554
www.blewburybuilding.co.uk

Didcot Home Care Ltd

Authorised by the Care Quality Commission

Local family run domiciliary care company providing
professional home care services to the elderly and
those with clinical needs. Our staff are fully trained in
specialist areas such as dementia, catheterisation,
compression stockings

We undertake local authority and privately funded care
Call Helen or email us today for advice on care needs and
funding options
Tel 01235 603858. Mobile 07879890112
Email helen.didcothomecare@gmail.com

Woodway B&B

Serviced accommodation with
off-street parking & wi-fi
Self-service continental-style
breakfast
For availability email
info@woodwaybandb.co.uk or call Matt
or Marianne on 07496 306186

www.woodwaybandb.co.uk

Landscaping, Mowing,
Strimming
Apple Landscaping & Property Services
Property Solutions  Decorating, Floor & Wall
Build Tiling, Kitchen &
Design Bathrooms PVC Windows,
and Extensions & Alterations

Renovate No Job to Small

Call now for a free no obligation quote

07866 481808

graham-hammond@hotmail.co.uk

Did you know? You have the right to repair & service your car at an
independent garage and it will not invalidate your warranty

“Oxfordshire’s award winning local

independent garage”
T: 01235 850707
Scotlands Ash Garage is a family-run business that thrives on its
reputation for excellent service, honesty and transparency. We've
been serving local motorists in Didcot & South Oxfordshire for over 30
years...
We offer a wide range of services:
@ MOT (available from 6am by appointment)
@ Vehicle servicing on all makes and models
@ General repairs on all makes and models GARAG E
@ TyreFitting ® TerraClean Engine Clean ® Air-con check &re-gas
@ Paint/ Bodywork @ Batteries @ Tyres ® Complimentary Courtesy Car
@ 24hr Booking Facility through website O \‘ @
We also have an air-conditioned waiting room with complimentary
internet access, drinks and TV.
- She ren s ean
’ R M | A& Ve &

Follow uson  Scotlands Ash Garage, Main Street, West
Facebook & Hagbourne, OX11 ONA T: 01235 850707

Twitter E: enquiries@scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

www.scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

| GDL

George Daniel Long MHort (RHS) MSGLD
Garden Design and Horticultural Consulting

01235 850489
www.georgedaniellong.com

SOCIETY OF
GARDEN +

LANDSCAPE
DESIGNERS

REGISTERED MEMBER

Charlered Insmule of \

Horticultu

TRUSTMARK

Government Endorsed Quality

*’*psr“"**

WIZARERS

YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE

" WASPS & ALL INSECTS
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 - info@pestwizards.co.uk




MEDICAL AND CLOTHING COLLECTION FOR UKRAINE

The charity Dragon Oxford Aid for Ukraine gives medical and humanitarian support to the front line in Ukraine. The
charity is linked with British Ukraine Aid. Many items are urgently needed. During the war against Russia, more than
50 second-hand vehicles have been renovated in England, loaded with the medical equipment and other goods and
driven in convoys to Ukraine. Some vehicles are converted into field ambulances. Convoys leave roughly monthly.
More than £1,75 million has been raised so far for medical and surgical equipment.

We are collecting for the next convoy — please give what you can by Sunday 15" February. The collection will be
in St Michaels Church. Enter by the north door, and the collection area will be on your left. Please list the contents
of your donation. At present, the charity is asking for donations of the following goods:

Men’s Clothes: Waterproof and thermal winter clothes, sizes L-2XL, dark colours only and no formal wear please
Winter hats, socks, gloves; Waterproof sturdy leather boots (EU sizes
45-48, UK 11-13); used items in reasonable condition very welcome.
Equipment: Ecoflow portable power stations

Medical supplies: Bandages, plasters, dressings;

Ibuprofen, paracetamol and other pain killers (high demand)
Essential medical supplies (within expiry date preferred, but just out
of date can still be used). If you have surplus medication due to
changes in prescriptions, Ukrainian doctors can re-prescribe.

A ‘Shoebox challenge’: Many of the goods may be in bags, but some
people may wish to fill a shoebox with small essentials, for example
painkillers, plasters, socks, tinned food etc.

Some important notes

Please note: (1) the charity cannot accept women’s clothing at this time; (2) MEDICATION CAN NOT BE LEFT IN THE
CHURCH. Please phone me to arrange where to leave it safely.

There is more information at https://dragonaid.org.uk, on Facebook, or from DragonMedAid@gmail.com. The
charity also very much welcomes financial donations via JustGiving. Flavia Leslie 07717 061923.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/medicalequipmentukraine-2023.

OLLY GLOVER MP

As discussions about the government’s Great British Railways Bill continue, | have used my role as Liberal Democrat
Transport Spokesperson to ensure the passengers are at the centre of these discussions. It is essential that the
railways improve the ongoing issues, such as train delays and expensive tickets, which | and many in our constituency
experience regularly.

In parliament, a debate regarding Thames Water ensured | was able to raise the concerns raised by residents about
the escalating costs and the lack of trust in Thames Water to safely build the largest bunded reservoir in the country.
| have also engaged with local media about problems with postal delivery services, including Evri, and the delayed
parcels. In an interview with the BBC, | spoke about the GP surgery delays specifically affecting Great Western Park.
| have been spending time with some of our wonderful small businesses to better understand the impact of last
year’s Budget, and the support they need to keep providing us with products and food. It is always a highlight of my
week visiting local businesses and community groups to learn about the work they do for our communities and
making sure | am well informed when raising their needs in when in parliament. | have also had the pleasure of
meeting many residents in Stanford-in-the-Vale and Didcot on their doorsteps recently and in Wantage at one of
my regular surgeries. My team and | have now closed over 10,000 constituent cases, supporting individuals, families
and businesses to resolve a huge variety of problems.

As always, if there is anything you feel | can help you with, please do not hesitate to contact me and my team at
olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk, or by leaving a voice message on 0207 219 7657. Olly Glover

FLEXICARE CHARITY CONCERT

Flexicare is delighted to host the Ivel Trio once again for a magical “Night in the Museum” classical concert. The
trio, comprising flute, cello and piano, will perform amongst the dinosaurs in the stunning University of Oxford
Museum of Natural History on Saturday 7™ March 2026. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. The performance
is followed by a drinks and canapé reception, included in the ticket price of £35. Tickets are available from
www.ticketstripe.com/flexicareconcert or by emailing events@flexicare.org

Flexicare is an Oxfordshire charity providing a specialised sitting service for families with a disabled child in Oxford,
Abingdon, Wantage and surrounding villages for 40 years. Your generous donations help us to continue to provide
this unique, vital service. See also our job advertisement on page 19.
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Highwood

BESPOKE JOINERY

Specialists in bespoke kitchens,
media walls, wardrobes, home office
space and storage solutions.
Www.highwoodbespokejoinery.co.uk
07547 704797

Foot Health Care
Friendly and professional mobile
foot care service.
Treatments include nail trimming,
corn, callus removal and more. For
more info please visit our website or
email info@toetallyperfect.co.uk
www.toetallyperfect.co.uk
07958 244280

KEEP FIT

Smile with Jo - voted and awarded ‘Top
Notch Instructor in South Oxfordshire’,
Prestige Award ‘Health and Fitness’.
9.30 - 10.30 every Thursday,

The Melland Room
A fun, sociable, fitness class. Exercises for all
muscle groups, balance and bone density,
with motivational music for inspiration.

No need to book —just turn up — or contact Jo
on 07776 376497 for further details.

...so you don’t have to'
Call us today to have your cooking appliances
sparkling, using our own eco-friendly products.

Our oven cleaning experts will leave you free to

B, enjoy your valuable leisure time.

- (Sl Ae ]
IrRUSTISTl

Oveﬂ a7
J¢) Local | National | Affordable
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call TODAY for 1235 239938

LOCAL Service: ovenu.co.uk/oven _cleaning/south-oxon
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Dates for 2026
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A Celebration of Blewbury and the Players,
Catie Flye, St Michael’s Church, 20 June
The Wind in the Willows, Orchard Dene, 15-18 July
Fifty Years of Blewbury Players, Exhibition,
Orchard Dene, 15-18 July
A Christmas Carol, St Michael’s Church,
25-28 November

SERVICE

A CHAPEL IN THE HEART OF THE COUNTRYSIDE
Hill Farm, Church Lane, Steventon, OX13 6SW
www.ridgewayfuneralservice.co.uk
info@ridgewayfunerals.co.uk
01235 355269

rﬁ\of Wirdebantk

Auto Engineers LTD

MOT CLASS 4 & 7

SERVICE & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

CHOLSEY 0X10 9LJ
(01491) 652345

www.roywindebank.co.uk




POST OFFICE

As we head into February, we’d like to thank everyone for their continued support at Blewbury Village Store and
Post Office. We hope you’ve all had a good start to the year and are keeping warm through the winter months.
Half Term Opening Hours — 16th to 20th February 2026

Please note that due to half term, the Post Office will be operating reduced hours during that week:

Monday to Friday: 9am — 12 noon. Normal hours are on the back page.

In the Shop

Our shelves are well stocked with everyday essentials, along with our popular fresh free-range eggs, local honey,
sweet treats, chocolates and cold drinks. Whether you’re popping in for a quick top-up shop, posting a parcel, or
just calling in for a chat, we’re always happy to see you. Sarah, Karen & Andrew

PAPAGENA CONCERT FOR ST ANDREW’S HAGBOURNE
On Sunday 15 February at 3pm in St Andrew’s Church, Hagbourne, there will be a

special concert given by the professional vocal ensemble PAPAGENA in aid of Friends
of St Andrew’s.

Papagena is one of the leading vocal consorts in the UK, described as having
“extraordinary voices” (BBC Radio 3) and with 4 albums and an international
reputation to its name. The all-female group sings a cappella, and the recital, LOVE,

LEGENDS & LULLABIES will include medieval, folk, classical, pop and contemporary songs. The group’s director,
Sarah Tenant-Flowers, who lives in Upton, promises “something for everyone!” with a programme which includes
works by Kate Bush, Henry Purcell, Claudio Monteverdi, Sandy Denny, Hildegard of Bingen and many more.
Tickets cost £20 including a glass of wine (or £10 for under 18s) and are on sale from Hagbourne Community Shop,
Jeff  Powell (07751 607932) and on the door. They may also be bought from
https://www.wegottickets.com/papagena but online sales incur a small agency commission fee. For more
information about Papagena visit https://papagena.co.uk and @Papagenasingers.

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

BlewTube

Wed 11" Feb
Blewbury Village Hall
(Vale Room)

Doors open 13:45
Screening 14:00
BlewTube is on Wednesday 11" February in the Vale Tickets £6
Room, 2pm, The Full Monty. A lovely way to spend a from the Post Office
gloomy February afternoon with friends, tea and and on the door
®) ©

biscuits (wine available); tickets at the post office or on
the door, £6. The Full Monty is a 1997 British comedy
film directed by Peter Cattaneo, written by Simon
Beaufoy, and starring Robert Carlyle, Tom Wilkinson
and Mark Addy. It’s set in Sheffield during the 1990s, and tells the story of six unemployed men, four of them former
steel workers, who decide to form a male striptease act (a la Chippendale dancers) to make some money and for
the main character, Gaz, to be able to see his son. Gaz declares that their show will be much better than the
Chippendales because they will go "the full monty" —strip all the way.

Monday morning Zumba/Dance Fit

Stuart Herniman, who has been running Monday morning Zumba class for the past few years, has decided to rebrand
STU Fitness and rename his classes. Stu began his fitness journey teaching Zumba and, after having undertaken
further training, has developed his own choreography to his chosen music. His classes remain the same but with
new titles. The Monday class in the Village Hall will now be called Dance Fit and will — as before — offer low impact
dance fitness for the over 60’s (younger are welcome) this will make you smile, laugh and have lots of fun. The
music ranges from Latin and Street styles to jazz and pop numbers. This class will get your heart rate up and focus
your mind on movement and dance steps. You move at your own pace and join a friendly group to start the week
in an energetic way. Please have a look at Stu’s website - https://www.stu-fitness.co.uk - to learn more about Dance
Fit and the other classes in the local area.

See also the Badminton Club article on page 13.

Licensed bar.
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News from St. Michael’s

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267

How to contact us: -

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-2.30
pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email office@churnchurches.co.uk.
Website www.churnchurches.co.uk

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the
office via email or on the office number.

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267 office@churnchurches.co.uk
Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730 revlouiseb@aol.com
Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com
Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk
Services for February 2026 at St Michael’s:
1 Sunday 1% February Candlemas / Presentation of Christ ¢
8.00am Holy Communion ad,
10.30am All Age Christingle service w
Thursday 5% 7.00pm Time for Reflection
t Sunday 8" February Second Sunday before Lent
10.30am Choir-led Taizé service
Wednesday 11%" 7.30pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House
t Sunday 15 February Sunday next before Lent
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Ash Wednesday 18" 8.00pm Service of Ashing and Holy Communion at St Mary’s UPTON
Thursday 19" 10.00am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion at St Mary’s UPTON
1 Sunday 22 January First Sunday of Lent
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Wednesday 25" 7.30pm Fellowship by the fire, Charity School House

In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline (15 minute night prayer) every
weekday night at 8pm services via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.

As Mothers’ Union celebrates its 150" anniversary this year, there is an opportunity YEARS OF
to research some MU hlstorY in our panshesl. .
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! MU in the Oxford Diocese started in 1888. Years ago, there

Join us, Join in

were MU branches in most parishes and definitely branches in Hagbourne, Aston
Lighting the way for generations to come

Tirrold and Blewbury.

We currently have one branch in the Churn Benefice with around 30 members.
Was there an MU branch in the Moreton parishes?

Are there any MU banners in our benefice churches? In Blewbury Church we have a HUB MU banner (Hagbourne,
Upton & Blewbury parishes) and a Wallingford Deanery Banner, which is quite ancient. Do pop into Blewbury Church
and have a look in the Lady Chapel.

Was your mother or grandmother an MU member and have you any photos, certificates or records? These days, men
can become members as well as single people. In the Churn branch we have five male members.

Revd Louise would be very pleased hear if you have any answers to these questions. Come along to our AGM on 1%
February and find out all we are doing in the Churn MU in 2026. The Churn MU branch meet at 3pm on Sunday 1*
February for their AGM in Blewbury Church with tea afterwards at Louise’s house. Our monthly Holy Communion
service is at 10am at St. Mary’s Church, Upton on Thursday 19'" February. All are very welcome.

Join us and Join in.

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730, leader, Churn MU branch
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Love in Three Dimensions

| wonder if you plan on celebrating St. Valentine’s Day? No one is quite sure why this day
has become connected with the celebration of love, but the connection is now firmly
embedded in our culture. | would add that it is also the case that no one is quite sure who
St Valentine was —or indeed, whether there were actually two different St. Valentines, who
happened to share the same name. The best guess is that there was in fact only one St.
Valentine, who was martyred for his faith back in the Third Century AD.

St. Valentine’s Day is, of course, all about love. But what do mean by the word “love”?

Christians have been exploring the nature of love since the days of Jesus himself. Jesus
himself summed up his teaching in terms of love: we are to love God and to love one
another. This is not always easy to do, and we will often fall short and make mistakes.

But we should at least make the effort. The Church as an institution should have love at its
heart: the Church is a means of celebrating God’s love and sharing that love with his world. Unfortunately, the Church
doesn’t always live up to this calling, and there are times when it doesn’t behave in a particularly loving way. But at
least it tries to put love at the heart of all that it does, and when it makes mistakes, it usually tries it best to own up to
its failings and to try and put things right.

The Church also thinks hard about what “love” means in practice. It sees love as being exercised in three dimensions.
There is the love we share with other human beings — the love which is usually celebrated on St. Valentine’s Day. But
there is also the love we share with God: our love for God and God’s love for us. And finally there is the third dimension
of love, which is perhaps the most surprising: the love we show towards ourselves. Down the centuries, Christians
have come to the understanding that we cannot truly love others or even love God, if we do not also love ourselves.

| wonder if you would agree that we cannot truly love others unless we have learnt to love ourselves?
A challenging thought for St Valentine’s Day!

With every blessing,

Father Jason

Lent is almost upon us!

L5 This year Ash Wednesday falls on 18" February and we will celebrate this with a service at St

i Mary’s Upton at 8pm. During Lent itself we will put on a pattern of Lent courses. There will also
be a special Easter Vigil service on Saturday 4" April at 8pm at St Michael’s Blewbury. This
Easter Vigil service will be in addition to services on Good Friday and Easter Day. More details
will be published on a leaflet which will be available in Church and on our website.

Recent funerals

22" January at St Michael’s Blewbury: Anthony Fortnam, aged 87
23" January at St Michael’s Blewbury: Marilyn Vaughn, aged 82
May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Carol Concert collection for the Food Bank

Enormous thanks for your generosity at the Carol Concert. We raised £743.57 for the Foodbank.
They asked us to pass on their appreciation; the donation will be of great use for food purchase in
—— 2026.

-~ T

Free Organ recitals at St Andrew’s Church
East Hagbourne OX11 9LP

\ Every first Sunday of the month at 5pm I~

Our next organ recital at 5pm on Sunday 1% February will feature the music of one the great English romantic

composers of the 19" century Samuel Sebastian Wesley. Father Jason will play, all welcome!

Food Bank Collection SATURDAY 31°" JANUARY - 9™ FEBRUARY 2026

G Thank you for your continued generosity. Giving even one item to the Didcot Emergency Foodbank will
/ il make a difference to the Foodbank’s ability to help those in need. Drop off at the Old School House
—— ' between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime. As usual, the Foodbank cannot accept alcohol,
razors, medicines, or homemade preserves Cash donations are also very welcome:
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate. - St Michael's Action Group
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Riding Instructor

wanted

to walk out with adult rider for
an hour or two ad hoc, or
regularly. Please text
07545 123191

THE RED LION

Blewbury

OPEN7 DAYS A WEEK

Lunch
Mon to Sat: Ukrainian Menu*

Sun: Traditional Roast
Dinner

Wed: Ukrainian Menu*

Thurs : Street food and live music
Fri/Sat: Ukrainian Menu*
*with pub specials

Bedroom Suites
Newly refurbished

South Oxon CAMRA Summr Pub 2024
bookings@theredlionblewbury.co.uk
www.theredlionblewbury.co.uk
@redlionblew
01235 850 403

Larkmead &«

VETs X
Proudly Independent

we run our own

} 24h emergency
serwce

Caring for your pets
24-hours a day

Cholsey | Benson | Wantage

® 07360 277998

01491 651379 Cholsey & Benson
01235 633820 Wantage
01235 814991 Didcot, GWP & SC

www.larkmead.co.uk @&

Drum ¢

Landscaping |

® Hard and Soft Landscaping ¢ Fencing ® Garden Clearance
¢ Garden and Grounds Maintenance * Hedge Planting

* Hedge Cutting ® Grass Cutting  Turfing ® Power Washing
* Winter Gritting ® Licensed Waste Carrier * Insured

Call Nick - Home: 01235 859229
Mobile: 07922 701634
Email: ndrumlandscaping@gmail.com

ALLO TAXIS DIDCOT

T [
o .': =l R
Allo Taxis DIdCOt and South Oxfordshire

provides transfers to major airports and ports
in the UK, including Heathrow - Gatwick

ASTON TIRROLD CENTRE
FOR REFLECTION
Away Days and Quiet Days

Workshops and Groups
www.reflect.freeuk.com

Aston Tirrold United Reformed
Church, Spring Lane, Aston Tirrold

« Birmingham. Luton - Standsted - Bristol
- Southampton port Dover port and others
in very competitive price.

S CD visa| éry | F

www. allotaxldldcot com

Call: 01235 603055

Email: allotaxibooking@gmail.com

Will Nutt

Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting,
Wall & Floor Tiling, Laminate Flooring,
General Maintenance,
Landscaping & Fencing

Tel - 01235 817346 / 07557 363517
Email - nutt.will@gmail.com

LONGPINE

Village Roofing
&
Property Maintenance

Sympathetic to character
properties.

FOC written quotations.

Re-roof and restorative
solutions, including flat
roofs.

oxon@longpine.co.uk

/\\

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss ‘Reémoval & Roof Cleaning

Render; Brickwork & Patio Cleaning

Solar Panel Bird Proof‘ ing
mfo@mossmator.co'uk

Ringrose

Operating since 1991

01865 735405

J Roxborough Services

Tel: 01235 203881
Mob: 07909 931601

Providing Commercial & Residential
Maintenance Services
All building maintenance & small
building works undertaken.

*Full property renovations

*All aspects of plastering & rendering
*Floor & wall tiling

*Painting & decorating

*Brickwork repointing

*Flat roof renewal & roof repairs
*Bathroom& kitchen fitment

*Fascia & gutter replacement

*Free quotes, fully insured,
recommendations freely available

johnroxborough@hotmail.co.uk
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BLEWBURY PLAYERS

The Dice House, 20 & 21 February, Village Hall, 8 pm

The cast will be performing this show as a ‘radio play’ reading
from scripts accompanied by sound effects. As we’re welcoming
a number of new faces for this show there will be a different cast
for each night. "The Dice House" is a darkly comic play set in a psychiatric clinic run by

Dr. Ratner, where all life decisions are made by rolling dice. Dr. Drabble, a rival psychiatrist, manipulates his recently
released patient Matthew into breaking into the clinic to kidnap his own wife Polly, who has .
embraced the chaos of dice therapy. As Matthew's mission spirals out of control, the play
unfolds into a series of fast-paced, farcical episodes with surreal antics and absurd therapy
sessions, ultimately challenging the very ideas of free will and sanity. The fate of the main
characters hinges on chance, with reality and madness blurring until the final roll of the dice. Be
warned — this show contains adult themes and adult language.

Online Box Office opens @ www.blewburyplayers.co.uk on 4 January. QR code above.

Drama in an Oxfordshire Village - Fifty Years of the Blewbury Players: Village Hall, 20 March (time TBA).

Steve White will be previewing his book. He will look back to the origins of the Players in the growth of Blewbury
after the second world war, in the tradition of drama and performance which became established in the village
through the sixties and seventies and in the legacy left by the Stockwells Players in Aston Upthorpe. There’ll be
plenty of pictures, maybe some film and hopefully some live performance. The book will be published on 14th July.
All tickets will include a complimentary glass of wine or a soft drink. Tickets for Friends will be complimentary. Tickets
for others will be £5. Box Office opens @ blewburyplayers.co.uk from 12 February.

There’s lots more news of our eventful anniversary year on our website.

MARCH 13th: MAKE A DATE WITH DEATH BY SHAKESPEARE!
A date for your diaries: unlucky for some, but not for anyone still
hoping to attend Dr Kathryn Harkup’s postponed post-mortem on
Shakespeare’s most infamous exits. This ghoulishly funny Motley
Crew presentation will now take place at 2.00 pm on Friday 13
March at Blewbury Village Hall. Tickets are £6 each, to include tea
and cake, and are available at Blewbury Post Office from Monday
January 26" or reservable in advance by emailing
admin@themotleycrew.org.uk. Further details in the March
Bulletin.

BLEWBURY BADMINTON CLUB

Every Thursday 8 till 9:30pm in the Village Hall till
end of April

Come and join our friendly, social club - we are keen
to welcome new members of all abilities.

We play every Thursday evening in Blewbury Village
Hall from 8pm and our season runs from the
beginning of September through to the end of April.
Membership is £30 Jan till the end of the season (£15 |
if you are 18-29 years old). Alternatively, you can :
attend up to 6 sessions at £5 per evening without N o
becoming a member.

Free first taster session — come and give it a go!

For further information please contact Penny Brassell
01235 850082 or penny@brassell.org.uk.

COFFEE & KIDS!

Our next monthly session is on Monday 2nd February from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village
Hall. We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. A special welcome to
any new babies and any family new to the village. Here is a warm, friendly and safe place to enjoy the company of
others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys and learn to play together. A donation of £2
is appreciated towards our costs. Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Any queries, contact Louise
on 07837 009730.
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i P —Concrete Pumping Ltd— —

READY MIX CONCRETE & PUMP HIRE

® Ready Mix Concrete Supplier — fleet of 4 — 8m trucks
® Any quantity from 1m to 100m+ a day / Same Day / Next Day a Possibility
® Concrete Pump Hire 20 — 36m line & Boom Pumps (Discount for Pump & Supply)
o Supplier of Interlocking Concrete Blocks

¢ 01235851523 D=

office@shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk
www.shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Fully Qualified, Providing a High Quality Service, Free
Quotations, Fully Insured

GARY CUDDON

9 Harwood Road East Hagbourne
Didcot
Oxfordshire OX11 9LX

garycuddon@aol.com
Mobile 07827752904
Home 01235510680

rincipal

PILATES 1-1s in Blewbury
Classes in East Hagbourne & Didcot

principalpilates.com

carolinehunt@btinternet.com
07758 814578

‘YOURPROJECT ISOUR
BUSINESS’

S J Keats Builder

Property maintenance /
improvements, renovations, brickwork
and pointing, painting and decorating,

patios, roof repairs, wall and floor
tiling, small extensions, plastering.

Fully insured, established 1991
keatsorchard@aol.com
07962 271926, 01235 834342

ORSE HORT;
Q“.\\\‘E“ I CUz 7

J J Woodage

ALL ASPECTS OF GROUNDS MAINTENANCE INCLUDING
ALL TREE WORK * CERTIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree pruning ¢ Tree removal
Crown lifting 4 Crown reduction
Hedge cutting 4 Hedge reduction
Garden clearance # Garden renovation
A professional and reliable service at an affordable price
Tel: 01235 766893 Email: woodagetrees(@gmail.com

01235 359327
07583 371198

/" BEAUTY ESSENTIALS

beautyessentialsoxon.co.uk
5 Lostock Place, Didcot, OX11 7XT

" B beautyessentialsoxon (© beautyessentials_didcot

rale el V.

CPPM % Locksmiths

Locked Out

» Key Snapped or Lost
Faulty Locks

Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

24 Hour Emergency Locksmith Service

www.cppm.org.uk
email: colinpizzie@btinternet.com
tel: 01235 239068 / 07760 537147
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BULLETIN CHRISTMAS QUIZ — ANSWERS
This year’s quiz was certainly “One To Get Your Teeth Into”. No-one got them all correct: the average score was
around 90. Congratulations to the prize-winners: 1 = “La Poule Grise” (Tim Gray); 2" = Jo Laugharne & Lydia
Wanstall; 3 = Sarah Donne. Honourable mentions, too, to “Rosie & Anne” who came a narrow 4%, and to the
Fergusson family who — for the 2" year running — were only just outside the prizes. If you didn’t get a mention this

year, better luck next time.

The intended answers are below. Amongst the acceptable alternatives received, three were named by multiple
entrants: 31) The Great Gatsby; 93) Rum, Rum, Rum, Rum; & 98) The Adventures of Marco Polo. Although the tie-
break wasn’t needed, the following submissions particularly tickled the judge’s palate: Each Peach Pear Plum (b);
Madam, | Love Your Crepe Suzette (s); Giovanni Bellini (p); The Darjeeling Limited (f). Thank you all for your entries.

1. The Late, Late Breakfast
Show

2. Sunday Brunch

The Ladies Who Lunch

The Tiger Who Came to

Tea

Inviting a Friend to Supper

The Last Dinner Party

Breakfast at Tiffany’s

The Banquet in the Pine

Forest

9. Picnic at Hanging Rock

10. A Trip to Chinatown

11. The Restaurant at the End
of the Universe

12. Somewhere Only We Know

13. Come Dine With Me

14. Dress to Impress

15. The Woman in White

16. Girl with a Pearl Earring

17. DJ Got Us Fallin’ In Love

18. Bow Wow Wow

19. Don'’t Dress for Dinner

20. Waitress: the Musical

21. The Dumb Waiter

22. Two Roses on a Tablecloth

23. Great British Menu

24. Salt-N-Pepa

25. Olive Oyl

26. The Basket of Bread

27. Merrily We Roll Along

pw

O N W

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

40.
41.
42.

43,
44,

45.
46.

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.

Butter

Bucks Fizz

Punch and Judy

The Gin Game

Rum and Coca-Cola
The Myth of “Bloody
Mary”

The Master and
Margarita

Maid in Manhattan
Water Music
Coolness of the Melons
Campbell’s Soup Cans
Dishes with Oysters,
Fruit, and Wine

A Sprig of Asparagus
Steve’s Lava Chicken
Shari Lewis and Lamb
Chop

Bangers and Cash
Sausage Rolls for
Everyone

Operation Mincemeat
Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs

The Liver Birds

Ducks’ Ditty

Goosey Goosey Gander
Chop Suey!

The Trout Quintet
Jiro Dreams of Sushi

53.
54.
55.

56.
57.
58.

59.
60.
61.

62.
63.

64.

65.

66.

67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

72.
73.
74.

75.

Betsy the Lobster 76.
The Five Red Herrings 77.
Real Men Don’t Eat 78.
Quiche

Ratatouille 79.

Licorice Pizza 80.
The Feast of the Bean

King 81.
Salad Days 82.

One Potato, Two Potato 83.

Fried Green Tomatoes at | 84.
the Whistle Stop Cafe 85.
Ode to the Onion 86.
The Yorkshire Vet: at 87.

Home with the Greens
Mrs. Caldicot’s Cabbage 88.

War 89.
Canned Carrott [or 90.
Carrott Confidential]

Pease Pudding [or 91.
Porridge] Hot 92.
Roobarb and Custard 93.
Jelly on a Plate 94.
Fool for Your Loving 95.
Anna Pavlova 96.
A Walk in the Black 97.
Forest 98.
Le Gateau Chocolat

Vanilla Ice 99.

The Banana Splits
The Neapolitan Quartet

Sonnet to a Stilton Cheese
Brie Larson

Gorgonzola! Three Cheers for
the Green, White and Blue!
The Nutcracker Suite
Chestnuts Roasting on an
Open Fire

The Grapes of Wrath

First Dates

Oranges and Lemons

The Harry Lime Theme
Strawberry Fields Forever
The Cherry Orchard

Three Pieces in the Shape of a
Pear

The Coffee Cantata

That’s That Me Espresso
Adrian Mole: the Cappucino
Years

Tea with Mussolini

Tisane a la Glace
Ruby,Ruby,Ruby,Ruby
Madeira M’Dear?

Whisky Galore!

Matthews Southern Comfort
The Absinthe Drinker

The Adventures of Miss
Petitfour

Confections: A Piano Sweet

100. The Bill

BLEWBURY WI

Our next monthly meeting is Wednesday 25 February at 7.30pm in the Vale Room. The speaker will be
Graham Horn, who is an experienced Blue Badge Tourist Guide, on “The Royal Wives of Windsor”.

This is the story of our Queens Consorts, the wives of our kings, from 1070 to the present day. Many
of them have played a role in shaping the monarchy, at Windsor Castle and beyond. Eleanor of Castile,
Isabella of Valois, Catherine of Aragon and Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Strelitz are just some of those

who have made their mark. Find out about a six-year-old queen, the “witch” queen, the "injured"

gueen, the one who "loved hospitals" and many more.

Blewbury WI is much more than you think. Not Jam and Jerusalem at all! Monthly meetings, and playing informal
games of Scrabble, Mah Jong and Rummikub. A monthly craft get-together plus a monthly coffee morning at Style
Acre. Occasional walks when the weather allows. Plus support from other members with whatever life throws at
us —a brilliant friendship network. Although our Wl is currently full, we are running a waiting list. To find out more,
ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.

Mondays 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon
Tuesday 3 February 10.30am Coffee morning Trish
Friday 6 February 7pm Craft club Karen
Monday 9 February 7pm Scrabble Lyn
Wednesday 18 February 2.30pm Rummikub Sharon
Friday 20 February 7pm Book club Lyn
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Dreaming of Africa?

We offer bespoke self-drive or guided journeys to South Africa,
Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe.
We donate 100% of our profits to African educational institutions.

Founded, owned and operated by a Blewbury resident.

www.whereitallbegan.co.za

JACKIE’S CARE

Warm and friendly self-employed
carer available. Experienced in
dementia and complex care need.

\ 4

Services include: ® Support with medication ® Personal
Care ® Meal Preparation ® Companionship ® Supporting
clients to live independently in their own homes

Hours: Monday to Friday 9am - 8pm
Hourly rates between £18-£20 depending on the level
of care clients require.
Email angelheights16@yahoo.co.uk
Mob 07712 455093

Shaun Guar
TV & WIFI SERVICES

V'\

/

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved |
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation '
B Internet - black spots cured, internal & external data cables installed ‘

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

£ OXFORD AERIALS

EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL
DECORATORS

Interior work including paper
hanging and exterior. Fully insured.

For quick, free quotations call:
David on 01491 836796 or
Alistair on 07745 906998

THE

Bar open 7 days a week from 12 noon
Mediterranean Fusion Grill-See Website for menu

Lunches Thursday to Saturday - 12 - 2.30pm
Sunday Roast - 12 - 4pm
Wednesday & Thursday - 5.30 - 8pm
Friday & Saturday - 5.30 - 9pm

3 Apartment Rooms for Luxury Accommodation
www.the-blueberry.co.uk : 01235 850296

Evening

CAPITAL
07581199077

W Hello@capitalscaffolding.co.uk

CAPITAL

& www.Capitalscaffolding.co.uk

All aspects of heating, plumbing and gas work undertaken
Fully qualified and insured

TomM Houseman
\ Heating and Plumbing

*Boiler servicing, maintenance and installations
*Chimney sweeping and wood burner installations
*Bathroom design and installation

*Underfloor heating

*Water softeners

*Smaller jobs (taps, toilets, showers etc)

Tel: 0791 773 3492

www.tomhousemanheatingandplumbing.co.uk

@? Resonate

HEARING CENTRE

Because Improved Hearing is Improved Quality of Life!
Professional, compassionate and individualised hearing
care and solutions (Hearing tests, hearing aids, ear wax
removal, custom noise protection, custom swim plugs and
more). Local home visits for ear wax removal are available
www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk 01235 838515

Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk

Harwell Innovation Centre, 173 Curie Avenue, OX11 0QG
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Sustainable Blewbury

\

Blewbury www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

Evening Talk by Earth Trust, Mon 23 Feb, 8pm, Melland Room, Blewbury

Clubhouse. The Wittenham Clumps dominate our north-eastern skyline. Terry
' Hurley, Trustee and volunteer with Earth Trust will tell us more about their
current projects and future plans. Tickets on the door (opens at 7.45pm) cost
£8 (includes a drink).
Nature Reserve volunteering, Sat 14 Feb, 10 am to noon. We need to lop and
saw back some of the willows, to continue raking the ‘rough grassland’ and
‘orchard’ areas and make two gigantic piles of the cuttings. We also need to
continue hedge maintenance and plant few small trees. There are jobs for every
level of fitness and everyone is welcome to come for a taster. Bring your own protective gloves, wellies (if you want
to help with the willows) and a drink. Meet at the Nature Reserve. More details from the secretary.
Repair cafe. Sunday 1 March, 2 to 4pm. This will be held in the Melland Room at Blewbury Clubhouse and in
BlewShed, with their kind permission. Bring your household and gardening articles for repair including clothing and
electrical goods. Bicycles can be fixed and checked. We can also sharpen small tools, knives and secateurs but come
early: we can only do one or two sharpenings per person if we are busy. Donations towards the hire of premises
and refreshments welcome. Why not come along and see what we do and enjoy a cuppa with other people from
the village?
If you want to join our volunteers mailing list or become a supporter who receive occasional newsletters, email
secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE

FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TELNO.
White ceramic washbasin, Ideal Standard, 50 x 33cm. Single |Richard Figgins 850604
tap hole. Set into worktop style. Richard@westbury2.plus.com
Six vintage Habitat 1975 Bauhaus-style chairs with chrome |Mary Gaines 07730 438598
legs and basket weave seats m-gaines@outlook.com
Sovereign petrol lawnmower, 40 cm wide Flavia Leslie 07717 061923

flaviaspost@gmail.com

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com).
Please put “Freecycle” in the title of the email.

BELL RINGING NEWS FROM BLEWBURY TOWER

During a busy December, when we rang the bells for the several additional services and events leading up to
Christmas, we joined in the fun with the Boxing Day village walkers by ringing a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples
during the event.

We were delighted by the response to our annual ‘Christmas Card Post’ service with a record number of card
deliveries made. This year we included North Moreton as an additional destination beyond Blewbury and Upton,
and we were surprised by the amount of cards sent between the three villages. Who knows, we might even include
other villages next year. For Blewbury, the proceeds from the card delivery donations funded almost a third of the
cost of the Christmas tree on top of the tower which has been a magnificent cheery beacon over the village during
the dark days of winter. Thank you to Blewbury Post Office and all the bell ringers who helped deliver the cards.
Once again we started the new year by ringing out the old and ringing in the new around midnight. Of course we

celebrated in the usual way with a wee dram up the tower!
With such a busy December we always leave our bellringers’ Christmas Land fOI’ graZIrIg
dinner until January, and we would like to thank Sheila of Creative Catering

for once again providing us with a truly delicious meal in the village hall, requ"ed
which had been festively decorated to perfection by our ringers. with water. Sole use please
We have a small number of volunteers who have expressed interest in for kind horse and pony.

learning to ring, and we will be starting their training during the coming
weeks. This could mean that occasionally you may hear a single bell ringing
from time to time. Please bear with us as we do this. Richard Loyd

Excellent references.
Please text 07545 123191
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BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD

Do you need to get to a medical appointment and don’t have transport? If so, the Flying Squad can help you. We
are a group of volunteers who take Blewbury villagers to medical appointments. In the last 12 months 20 volunteer
drivers have done 123 trips totalling 3,646 miles taking 44 people to 24 destinations.

Most of our trips are either to the GPs in Didcot or to one of the Oxford hospitals (JR, Churchill, Nuffield etc), but
we also do opticians, dentists, physio etc. We are happy to travel as far as Oxford, Reading, Witney or Henley but
not as far as the Horton in Banbury.

Although most of our passengers tend to be pensioners, this is not a requirement. Sometimes we have much
younger passengers who are having a procedure which prevents them driving themselves. Passengers do need to
be fully ambulant as we only have cars, not ambulances. A spouse or friend is welcome to accompany the patient.
If unaccompanied the patient needs to be able to get themselves to their appointment once they are at the hospital.
How does it work? If you need a lift, call us on 07891 768197 and leave a voice message that includes your contact
information and details of the lift you need. Each month one of our volunteer drivers looks after the phone for the
month and will pick up your message. They will send an email to all our volunteers asking if anyone can do the lift.
If a volunteer is found, they are given your details and will call you to confirm pick up times etc. On the day they
take you to your appointment and wait to take you home. If it is known to be a long appointment you might need a
separate driver for the return. We don’t charge for this service but give you the opportunity to make a donation to
the costs of providing the service. This money goes to the Flying Squad, not to the individual driver. At the end of
the year drivers get their mileage expenses refunded, assuming sufficient funds are available.

If you would like to join our team of volunteer drivers, or have any questions, please email
blewburyflyingsquadcoordinator@gmail.com. Tony Salter

Didcot & District University of the Third Age
3 A D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic
[ ] Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining. On 17t
- February there will be a talk entitled Women and the Victorian Army by Dan Allen, a
Learn, laugh, live

member of the  Victorian  Military  Society. For details email
mailto:membership@didcotu3a.org or visit https://didcot.u3asite.uk/events.

BRIDGE CLUB

Wessex League

Every year, Blewbury enters an Oxfordshire competition called the Wessex League. It has four divisions and we'd
belong in Division One-And-A-Half. This year, we're back down in Division 2 and at the top of the table with one
match left to play. (If anyone's interested, there are chatty reports for each of the last three years' Wessex League
matches on the Blewbury Bridge Club website.)

Inverted Minors

Let's say partner opens 1S and you have spades too. Hurrah! Let's tell partner the good news. Traditionally, you'd
bid 2S if holding a weak hand, but 3S with an average one (10-ish points). A convention called INVERTED MINORS
swaps those. If partner opens 1C and you have clubs too, this convention would tell you to bid 3C with the weak
hand and 2C with stronger ones. You might even be so strong that you're considering slam. It's a safe waiting bid,
because a 2C inverted minor raise is forcing. The swap is an attempt to steal the contract. If your suit is clubs, the
opposition's suit is better than yours. Expecting them to leave you meekly in 2C is optimistic. Blasting 3C with the
weak hand is a barrage to make the opponents' overcalls more dangerous. However...

(a) don't support a minor immediately if you hold a major. Major-suit games +Q1053 N

are better! Bd 19,DIrs |YA742

(b) sometimes, you'll hate the 1C 3C barrage jump. Let's say the vulnerability's |2s+2w +964

unfavourable and you hold a 3334 pile of garbage with only queens and jacks. +98

If so, reply INT instead. +J6 s A8

(c) what if partner forgets the system and passes? See the diagram. Ouch. vQJ9 v86

So, how should you bid the diagram hand? You'll be considering slam...but [*AKQ +J53
even 5C is unmakeable on a spade lead! There's a little-known principle in |*AQ543 +KJ10762
bridge that enormous trump fits like 5-5 are less useful than you'd think on +K9742 voNoE S
flat hands. This hand demonstrates that. Your club fit is unbelievable...but YK1053 p*p *°
you've got no singletons, no side suits, no quick discards. It's a mirror +10872

distribution. The winning auction would have been 1C 2C 3NT. S*-
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CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT

New blocks of apartments are being built all over the

city of Vancouver and surrounding areas, and small Hours: 7.5-15 hours per week

older single home properties are being demolished and Salary: £16.33 per hour

rep|aced by 3 and four Storey houses, often with a * Are you looking for a rewarding role working with disabled children and their families?
7

* Would you enjoy working within a small, friendly and dedicated team?

duplex on a former single unit site, basement units to | * Doyoy e sxpmianceof wnlog wih cildren with complex et
i medical, nursing, childcare background desirable.
let and a detached garage turned into a laneway house. If s0 this uniquie and varied role might be for youl
Planning laws have been changed to allow for greater Flexicare l§ an Oxfon?Ishire basgd chérity grovidingahome sitting servicefor‘familigs with

. i severely disabled children. A sit typically involves a 2-4 hour period supporting a disabled
denS|ty to accommodate this trend. child usually with their home setting or in the community.

: i i ing for thi i f i

A recent report Showed the average prlce for a If you are interested in applying for this post, please email a copy of your CV and a covering

letter to: For an informal chat phone Maureen Tossi on 07342 041388.

detached (3-4 bed) house is now $2.1 million (£1.2 A fulliobdescriptionis available on our website at

o . . o This vacancy does not have a formal closing date, it will remain open until a suitable candidate
million), semi-detached just over a million (£536k), and ] isappointed.
apartments $710k (£380k). It is a crazy market, and
house sales are the lowest they have been for 25 years.
However, prices are falling, providing an opportunity for first-time buyers as many investors have left the market.
Looking at these new buildings, they appear to be made of plywood covered with plastic sheeting; but one of
Canada’s greatest assets is the amount of softwood and hardwood timber that grows here and is exported
throughout the world, notably to the US, although not so much at the moment, for obvious reasons. It is excellent
quality, largely because of the temperate climate which makes for slow growing and superior density wood. It's also
valued for its sustainability, lower carbon footprint, quicker assembly (especially mass timber), and aesthetic appeal,
offering natural warmth and health benefits, with modern techniques improving fire resistance and structural
performance. Wood sequesters carbon and has lower embodied energy than steel or concrete, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, and cuts down on the amount of expensive-to-produce steel and concrete traditionally
required.
Over millennia, materials used for building dwellings have depended on what natural resources were available in
the area (stone, slate, sand, straw, clay for bricks, bamboo poles for scaffolding, animal skins and obviously wood)
to avoid importing and transporting expensive materials.
Prefabricated wood components and CLT (cross-laminated timber bonded with structural adhesive) allow for rapid
construction, significantly cutting build times, and because they are lightweight, there is a reduction in
transportation costs and the need for heavy foundations, allowing taller buildings to be erected on challenging soils.
Wood naturally absorbs sound and provides good thermal insulation, creating healthier indoor environments.
Maximizing use of mass timber in construction in Canada could remove an estimated 0.6 million tonnes of CO2 from
the atmosphere annually by 2030 — equal to taking 125,000 cars off the road. Wood building construction sites are
also far less noisy, which is better for workers and nearby residents. Angela Hoy (ahoy2343@gmail.com)

UNITED CHARITIES OF BLEWBURY — DO YOU NEED HELP WITH LIVING COSTS?

If you, or someone you know, is struggling with the cost of living, we are able

to support people of all ages living in Blewbury, Upton and the Astons. We

have funds to give a helping hand from the cost of the weekly food shop or T

clothing and equipment for school, to energy bills, or a one-off payment for ?

essential items.

You can pick up a short application form from the North Porch at St Michael’s United Charities
Church, or make a request by email to unitedcharities@outlook.com. We can
help you fill in the form and please don’t be reluctant to ask for help, all
applications are totally confidential.

...OR CAN YOU HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

In 2025 we were able to support local individuals, couples and families who were struggling during a year of rising
living costs, and we hope to continue to offer the same level of support throughout 2026. But like many charities,
we rely on the generosity of donations to make this possible.

We are aware that we have reached out to our local community before and are grateful to those of you who have
generously made it possible for us to help local people in need. However, as the economy this year is likely still to
leave households stretched for cash, we continue to look for a helping hand.

Any amount of money would be appreciated and can be donated through our Just Giving page
www.justgiving.com/ucab. We thank you very much in advance and if you have any questions, please do get in

touch with us by email unitedcharities@outlook.com.
United Charities of the Ancient Parish of Blewbury Registered Charity No: 203538

of the Ancient Parish of Blewbury
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NORTH BERKS REFEREES ASSOCIATION - 90" Anniversary 1936-2026

The North Berks Referees Association chalks up 90 years of its existence this year.
The Association was formed on 16™ July 1936 at “The Junction Hall” in Didcot, with
subsequent meetings held at the Barley Mow in Abingdon and then at various pubs
and venues across the area known affectionately to many as North Berks, although it
ceased to be in Berkshire when county boundary changes came into effect in 1974.
The local football league and the Association retained the North Berks tag as a token
of pride marking its heritage, history and development. The most significant change to
the Association in 90 years is the advent of women's and girls’ soccer and referees,
which is reflected in our current logo above.

The Association would love to hear from any of its former members, other referees, former players, club officials
and spectators so we can keep them informed of the varied events and activities they are planning to mark and
celebrate this landmark in their history. Please contact Ernie Tilley - ernietilley@btinternet.com.

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: MOONRAKERS + OXUS QUARTET: "VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: ROOTS & BRANCHES”
Bank Holiday Monday, 4" May, St Michael’s Church, Blewbury, 7.30 pm. The show features 4-piece folk band
Moonrakers and string quartet OXUS, and comprises an evocative mix of songs and tunes from the folk and classical
traditions. Many of us have seen Moonrakers several times over the years; now they are joined by string quartet
Oxus in their new show. This will be a very lively evening; every toe will be tapping, there will be some audience
participation and we promise an evening of first-class entertainment. Tickets £20 including a glass of wine or soft
drink in the interval. Profits to St Michael’s Church. Look out for the posters or visit https://www.moonrakers.net.

MAKING BEST USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO HELP CUT CRIME
Just before Christmas, Thames Valley Police rolled out a live facial recognition operation in Oxford, aimed at
explaining the technology to the public as well as catching criminals.

The use of live facial-recognition technology can bring great benefits to help cut crime and catch criminals. Whilst it
is widely welcomed by most people, some have understandable concerns. | have worked closely with the police to
ensure that all the necessary safeguards are put in place to protect privacy, and the only people who should have
anything to fear from the use of live facial-recognition are criminals. The system does not - and cannot - identify
everyone that it sees, but instead is looking for those on a specific watchlist: those who are either wanted by the
police or have a warrant issued for them by the courts. Like the screen lock that many of us use on our mobile
phones, it recognises the people the police are looking for, but simply doesn’t recognise the rest of us.

It is important that the police explain the use of this tactic and get widespread consent from the public. Any
technology just provides a tool to the police. It is still the men and women of Thames Valley Police who will use their
professional judgment and put themselves in harm’s way to protect the public. The effectiveness of these operations
will continually be evaluated, alongside other tactics. With more officers in

neighbourhood policing roles and overall crime falling, it remains important @%
that the police can address the issues that matter most to the public. You APPLETHORPE

DEVELOPMENTS

can play your part by reporting any crimes or suspicious activity you see in
your community on https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk or by calling 101. HIGH QUALITY RENOVATIONS

On the first operation in Oxford eight arrests were made, several for & BESPOKE NEW-BUILDS

domestic abuse offences. Matthew Barber, Police Commissioner

. 07803-789305

= info@applethorpedevelopments.com

THE CHOLSEY ARCHIVE EVENT
Remarkably, it’s almost 3 months since A Journey Through Cholsey’s Past

played to a packed house (if you were there, you know | mean that .ﬁp,

literally!), and a very enjoyable evening it proved to be. The formula was APPTHORPE

too good not to be repeated, so a second selection of local stories and DEVELOPMENTS
appropriate music will hit The Cholsey Pavilion on Friday 13 February, LVT, Carpet & sheet vinyl
starting at 7.30 pm. As before, admission will be just a fiver at the door and Flooring Specialists

includes a nibble and drink in the interval. This time we will have something KARNDEAN - AMTICO - POLYFLOOR
aeronautical, something from World War 2 and, by request, something
about Fair Mile Hospital. Versatile folk musicians Three Pressed Men have
racked their brains for songs and tunes that tie in with the subject matter —
and have come out slightly ahead of the challenge.

We’d like to hear from you if you intend to come, so that we can plan refreshments and so forth, but we are not
offering seat reservations as such. On the other hand, we will do our best to help anyone with particular needs.
Email archive@cholsey.com or phone 01491 652295. lan Wheeler, The Cholsey Archive
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PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 21 January 2026, Melland Room, Blewbury
Clubhouse. Present: Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Andy Evason, Anne Millman, Sarah Parkin, Lee Robinson, Julia
Saunders (chair), Ben Scott (elected to vacancy at the meeting,) Mark Shayler and lain Wood (lengthsman). Also
present Michelle Taylor-Parish (clerk). There were apologies from: district councillor Hayleigh Gascoigne and county
councillor Rebekah Fletcher.

Local news — Thanks to Mark Shayler for his hard work in creating new steps from Tickers Folly Field and Rubble Pit
Lane. There are now height barriers to both the car park adjacent to Tickers Folly Field and the one for the Clubhouse
so take care if entering in a high vehicle. If you need these to be opened contact Michelle Taylor-Parish, the clerk,
details at the bottom of the page.

Animal welfare — lambing season will soon be upon us so please ensure that dogs are on leads in open access areas.
Itis a legal requirement to have your dog on a lead (no more than 2m long) from 1 March to 31 July on open access
land (e.g. Lids Bottom), even if there is no livestock grazing on it. The maximum fine for a dog owner is £1,000 and
farmers can shoot dogs that they believe are worrying livestock on their land.

Planning Applications

Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All Blewbury planning
applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in the ‘Parish’ section
of the Blewbury website (www.blewbury.co.uk/parish/planning/), updated monthly. This also has links to the Vale’s
planning site, with full details and plans for all applications.

Responses to the District Council

None.

Decisions from the District Council

P25/V1792/HH: May Cottage London Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PD. Replace existing shed with shed of similar
size but to include a veranda and pent roof. No objection. Granted 24th November 2025.

NEED TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane,
Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens,
Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields, Sarah Parkin Lowmans, South Street.
Michelle Taylor-Parish (clerk) 07968772935 blewburypc@gmail.com

The next parish council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 18 February 2026, in the Melland Room at the
Clubhouse.

SWIRE RIDGEWAY ARTS PRIZE 2026
‘Shapes and Shadows of the Ridgeway’ inspire artists, - X Orito the Downs by Julian Browe¥
photographers and writers

The outstandingly beautiful landscapes of the Ridgeway
National Trail are full of natural and man-made shapes and
shadows, which is great inspiration for artists, photographers
and writers entering this year’s Swire Ridgeway Arts Prize 2026
competition. This year’s theme is ‘Shapes and Shadows of the
Ridgeway’.

——-

Swire 'Ridgéway A—.rts‘“F"\r'_iie‘-‘«

The competition is open to all, including professional and Theme: ‘Shapes and Shadows of the Ridgeway’
amateur artists. There are four categories: Wall Art including 18 and 19: April 2026

painting, drawing, etching, textile pictures, wall hangings, and & Th?mfsjf'“.gh?f peone Bl neton S
mosaics in any medium. Photography in colour and black and § ﬁ!.'aai,’,tmgy drawing; sculpture, photography, cera

white. Sculpture in ceramic, wire, wood and glass. Written SSegacsltlia=e]
work in poetry and prose. 5,
Artwork submitted must be produced in the 24 months before
the closing date of Saturday 28 March 2026. Entry forms and
competition details https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/swire-
ridgeway-arts-prize-2026/ A .
Entry details available by email: swireartsprize@gmail.com
All entries will be exhibited on 18 and 19 April 2026 in the | A Ty
Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall in Uffington. The Swire
Ridgeway Arts Prizes will be awarded on Sunday 19 April.

. THE FRIENDS OF THE
(Q RIDGEWAY
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are Feb 3™ and 17", and the
AGM is on 24™. For further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235
851966. We would welcome any new members to come and join us.

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or
online services like health and banking. Astons Online CIC events and support are free and open to all. There are in-
person one-to-one sessions in Aston Upthorpe Village Hall (OX11 9EQ) on Tuesday 17" February from 10:00 to 12
noon. Please book an appointment by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 07780 958249.

Didcot based charity, Getting Oxfordshire Online, would love to have your unwanted laptops, tablets and
smartphones to distribute to others who are not able to have their own. Demand in the county is greater than
supply so any used devices would be welcome. Contact us by email or phone as above.

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in
hospitals, doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service
which relies entirely on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to
arrange a driver. Please note that journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad.
To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be
prompted to leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name
and telephone number. Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible.

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm.
Half Term hours (16™-20%" February): Monday-Friday 9am-12 noon (see page 9)

VILLAGE DIARY for February 2026 Page
Sunday 1 Auditions for The Wind in the Willows (also 31 Jan) -
Monday 2 10-11.30am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 13
Tuesday 3 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22
Tuesday 10 8 pm Local History Group meeting, 9 Westbrook Green 3
Wednesday 11 2pm Blewtube film screening: The Full Monty, Vale Room 9
Saturday 14 10 am-12noon SB Nature Reserve volunteering, Nature Reserve 17
Tuesday 17 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for March Bulletin -
Wednesday 18 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21
Friday 20 8 pm The Dice House, Village Hall 13
Saturday 21 8 pm The Dice House, Village Hall 13
Sunday 22 2-4pm SB Repair Café, Village Hall 17
Monday 23 8 pm SB Talk by Earth Trust, Melland Room 17
Tuesday 24 2 pm Autumn Leaves AGM, Vale Room 22
Tuesday 24 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground -
Wednesday 25 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: The Royal Wives of Windsor, Vale Room 15

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and
immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services,
are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement
of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes:

* 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00) ¢ 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00) ¢ 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00)
Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are
advertising a village event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk in the first instance, ideally as a Microsoft Word, Microsoft
PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin goes
to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make the appropriate
arrangements.
WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, which can be submitted in the same way as
advertisements — see above. We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying
information for publication must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these
will not be published. The editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the
Bulletin.

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information,
the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplinl@gmail.com.
Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplinl@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution
Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson
treasurer@blewbury.co.uk Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk.
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