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EV CHARGING COMES TO VILLAGE HALL
Blewbury Village Hall now has 2 electric vehicle
fast charging points (being modelled by Penny
Brassell in the picture). These are located
outside the Post Office and cost 49p/kWh plus
30p per session, payable by app or credit card.
More details on page 5. Tony Salter

SKATEPARK BUILDING BEGINS

It’s exciting to see the work starting to build our
very own skatepark. Please note that during the
works, there is a reduction in capacity in the car
park by Tickers Folly Field, as some space will be
used by materials and machinery. We expect the
work to be completed by the middle of July.
Parish Council

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP — CHANGE OF TIME 5
Please note that the Local History Group
meetings will begin at 7:30 pm from now on — still on the second Tuesday of each month, at 9 Westbrook Green.
We hope you enjoy our article about the Blewbury Miser on page 13.

VALE OF WHITE HORSE NEWS AND SURVEY ON RUBBISH

The Council says: we want your views on our waste collection and street cleaning services and our waste reduction
initiatives — please complete our waste services survey at https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/housing-
and-environment/waste-survey-2026/. Comments are open until 4" June.

Last year, more than 2,100 people took part in the 2025 survey, with more than 81 percent of respondents indicating
they were satisfied or very satisfied with the waste collection service. As a result of the feedback, staff received
extra training to help ensure bins are returned correctly after emptying, further checks were put in place around
litter bin emptying and measures were put in place to ensure street cleaning standards across the area. There has
also been increased communication on which items go in which bin, especially around food waste. The feedback
you provide will help us to continue to identify what aspects of our waste service you are happy with as well as areas
where you think we can do better.

BinDays web app: Find out when your bins will be emptied for your next two collections at just the touch of a button
on your smartphone. To find out more, visit https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-
council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/bindays/.

Binfluencers are back! Join our relaunched WhatsApp channels for bin collection updates

We've refreshed our Binfluencer WhatsApp Channels. Use the link to join and receive updates about collection
changes, recycling tips and more. Please note: if you joined our previous channel, you will need to follow the new
one to keep receiving updates. https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbCijvM49WtC6JzIx713G

ROAD CLOSURES

A further closure of the A417 (London Road) is scheduled for 13t June. The dates of these roadworks keep changing
— we will try to keep up with major developments via Stop Press, but for those on Facebook the BVS page is likely
to be the most convenient and up-to-date source of information.

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared.
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Highwood

BESPOKE JOINERY

Specialists in bespoke kitchens,
media walls, wardrobes, home office
space and storage solutions.
Www.highwoodbespokejoinery.co.uk
07547 704797

Foot Health Care
Friendly and professional mobile
foot care service.
Treatments include nail trimming,
corn, callus removal and more. For
more info please visit our website or
email info@toetallyperfect.co.uk
www.toetallyperfect.co.uk
07958 244280
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Alterations

Renovations Furniture

07500 246958
info@orchardbuildingltd.co.uk
www.orchardbuildingltd.co.uk

KEEP FIT

Smile with Jo - voted and awarded ‘Top
Notch Instructor in South Oxfordshire’,
Prestige Award ‘Health and Fitness’.
9.30 - 10.30 every Thursday,

The Melland Room
A fun, sociable, fitness class. Exercises for all
muscle groups, balance and bone density,
with motivational music for inspiration.

No need to book —just turn up — or contact Jo
on 07776 376497 for further details.
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...50 you don’t have to'
Call us today to have your cooking appliances
sparkling, using our own eco-friendly products.

| Our oven cleaning experts will leave you free to

- g enjoyyourvaluable leisure time.
A _/

JC) Local | National | Affordable

calnooAvfor 01235 239938

EXHIBITION - 50 YEARS OF BLEWBURY PLAYERS
We are looking for props, costumes, scenery, from over
the last fifty years of productions to borrow for the
week of July 13 -19th. We’d also like to include
people’s memories from any of the shows, from people
involved not just on stage, also part of other roles in
productions, such as backstage, construction,
costume and make-up, working in the box office, the
bar or car-parking. The list is endless! Have you been
involved as a parent whose child has taken part?
Comments received will be included anonymously, in
the exhibition. Please contact Jo at
laugharne355@btinternet.com if you can help.

Orchard Dene Garden, 15-18 July, 2026

LOCA'.SE FVICE: ovenu.co.uk/oven_cleaning/south-oxon
Wi, RIDGEWAY
% FUNERAL
SERVICE —

Hill Farm, Church Lane, Steventon, OX13 6SW

www.ridgewayfuneralservice.co.uk

01235 355269
Proprietor: Michael Didcock

/R?of Wirndebantk

Auto Engineers LTD

MOT CLASS 4 & 7

SERVICE & REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES

CHOLSEY 0X10 9LJ
(01491) 652345

www.roywindebank.co.uk




BLEWSING SUMMER CONCERT It I 1%
Blewsing are holding a Summer Concert in St Michael’s Church on Sunday 28 June, 5.30 —

.. S & 9
7.30pm. Songs will be popular and traditional and there will be guest performances. Tickets k}%‘ *
are available from the Blewbury Post Office and Choir members. Tickets £12 for adults — £8 for

children under 18 - which includes a glass of wine/soft drink. A proportion of the profit will be going to local charities.

FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S UPCOMING EVENTS — EVERYONE WELCOME

Church Tower Open day, Saturday 30*" May, 1pm. A rare chance to climb the Church Tower and see Blewbury from
above, hear a talk on the bells and church clock. Spaces still available; please book your place by emailing
Fosmblewbury@gmail.com. Not suitable for under 12’s.

Children's events will be taking place on ground level including a teddy zip wire from the top of the tower. Bring
your teddy! Do come along and join in the fun & games. Refreshments available

St Michael’s Music Evenings. Friends of St Michael’s are offering a new summer season of four early Sunday evening
concerts, featuring some of the most talented musicians from the professional Jazz scene. First up on 7% June is
Bossa Gringo. This quintet will give us a great sunny start to the British summer with some exciting South American
music. It promises to be a lively and entertaining evening. If you are not sure about jazz music, do give this one a try
as we are sure you will be persuaded! Next up, and by popular demand, Jo Harrop will come back to Blewbury on
5t July. Those who came to her last gig will remember her stunning voice and superb interpretations.

Please support these concerts, not only will you enjoy a lovely evening of top-class live music in a great acoustic, but
into the bargain a glass of good French wine is thrown in! Tickets (£20) should be available on the door, but we love
it if you can buy in advance from the Post Office, or reserve for collection on the door (text or call Gill Loyd 07767
463285). This will help us to get ready to start on time by 5.30pm. Doors open 5.00pm, see you there!

Father’s Day Curry Lunch - After a few years of rest the hugely popular Curry Lunch is back! Sunday 21° June, to be
held at Old Malthouse Close, Chapel Lane from 12.30pm. See page 9 for details.

Deadline for 2027 Calendar photos: Tuesday 30™ June. Please email your photos of the village all aspects, all
seasons to Fosmblewbury@gmail.com for a chance to be in next year’s Village Calendar.

Hold the date: future events, more details to follow

Season of Jazz Concerts dates are 13™" September & 11t October

Barn dance — 17" October

Autumn fair - 7th November

Thank you for your ongoing support towards the preservation of this important historical church building in our
beautiful village. Friends of St Michael’s Committee

BLEWBURY SCHOOL PTA SUMMER FETE
Sunday 14" June, 12 noon until 2.30pm. Please come and join us for the Summer Fete at Blewbury Primary School
on Sunday 14" June. Enjoy a barbecue, stalls, games, a raffle, a bouncy castle, a bar and live music, while raising
funds for the school. We would also be very grateful for donations of:

e Teddies/soft toys, bottled drinks and chocolate for tombolas;

e Good quality second hand toys and books.
Please email pta@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk if you can make a donation.

B == budeot Food Bask SETIE

This month’s Food Bank dates are Saturday 30" May to Monday 8" June. The Didcot Emergency Foodbank is still
helping a large number of needy families. Donation boxes outside the Charity School House on these dates or at The
Post Office any time; local supermarkets also accept donations. All the usual items welcome; please ensure all food
is within its sell by date. Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade preserves. Cash
donations, however small, are also very welcome. https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate.

BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY

The winning numbers for this month's Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows:

May Draw 1st - 074; 2nd - 094; 3rd - 025. The prize fund was shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners
and £175.00 was raised for Blewbury Pre-School.

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. Membership spaces
are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also
available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk .

Meanwhile, there’s much more Pre-School news this month — see the articles on page 7.
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PROFESSIONAL CHAUFFEUR
to drive your vehicle
at hourly rates
Excellent references
Tim Sugrue
The Barn, Chippinghurst
07770 944482
tracey.sugrue@yahoo.co.uk

THE RED LION

Blewbury

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Lunch
Mon to Sat: Ukrainian Menu*

Sun: Traditional Roast
Dinner

Wed: Ukrainian Menu*

Thurs : Street food and live music
Fri/Sat: Ukrainian Menu*
*with pub specials

Bedroom Suites
Newly refurbished

South Oxon CAMRA Summr Pub 2024
bookings@theredlionblewbury.co.uk
www.theredlionblewbury.co.uk
@redlionblew
01235 850 403

Larkmead &«

VETS
Proudly Independent

we run our own
24h emergency
service
B

Caring for your pets
24-hours a day

Cholsey | Benson | Wantage

® 07360 277998

01491 651379 Cholsey & Benson
01235 633820 Wantage
01235 814991 Didcot, GWP & SC

www.larkmead.co.uk @ ¢

Drum s

Landscaping |

® Hard and Soft Landscaping ® Fencing ® Garden Clearance

* Garden and Grounds Maintenance ® Hedge Planting

® Hedge Cutting ® Grass Cutting ® Turfing ® Power Washing

® Winter Gritting ® Licensed Waste Carrier ® Insured

Call Nick = Home: 01235 859229
Mobile: 07922 701634
Email: ndrumlandscaping@gmail.com

™ Didcot | Great Western Park | Sutton Courtenay
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MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

Moss ‘Rémoval & Roof Cleaning
Render, Brickwork & Patio Cleaning
Solar Panel Bird Proofing

; snfo@mossmator co uk
01235376034

Ringrose

Operating since 1991

ALLO TAXIS DIDCOT

PHR L

Allo Taxis Didcot and South Oxfordshire
provides transfers to major airports and ports
in the UK, including Heathrow - Gatwick

ASTON TIRROLD CENTRE
FOR REFLECTION
Away Days and Quiet Days

Workshops and Groups
www.reflect.freeuk.com

Aston Tirrold United Reformed
Church, Spring Lane, Aston Tirrold

01865 735405

« Birmingham. Luton « Standsted - Bristol
« Southampton port Dover port and others
in very competitive price.

SE I CD visa| éry | §

WWW. allotaxldldcot com

Call: 01235 603055

Email: allotaxibooking@gmail.com

Will Nutt

Kitchen & Bathroom Fitting,
Wall & Floor Tiling, Laminate Flooring,
General Maintenance,
Landscaping & Fencing

Tel - 01235 817346 / 07557 363517
Email - nutt.will@gmail.com

LONGPINE

Village Roofing
&
Property Maintenance

Sympathetic to character
properties.

FOC written quotations.

Re-roof and restorative
solutions, including flat
roofs.

oxon@longpine.co.uk

J Roxborough Services

Tel: 01235 203881
Mob: 07909 931601

Providing Commercial & Residential
Maintenance Services
All building maintenance & small
building works undertaken.

*Full property renovations

+All aspects of plastering & rendering
*Floor & wall tiling

*Painting & decorating

*Brickwork repointing

*Flat roof renewal & roof repairs
*Bathroom& kitchen fitment

*Fascia & gutter replacement

*Free quotes, fully insured,
recommendations freely available

johnroxborough@hotmail.co.uk




BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY

Thank you to all who came and supported the Cleve Derby, the charity inter-pub football
match in April. The Blueberry retained the cup with a superb 4-1 win! More importantly,
thanks to your generosity (and thirst!) we raised a fantastic £1380 for Blewbury Pre-
School, and Blewbury School PTA also raised £450 with its barbecue.

Blewbury Summer Dance, Saturday 27" June

The annual Summer Dance will take place on Saturday 27™ June in the garden of Ashbrook House, with music from
the brilliant Too Much Stuff (you may remember them from previous Halloween discos and Beer Festivals). This is a
great evening to get together with your village friends and beyond, to enjoy “bring your own” food and drink in
beautiful surroundings, listen and dance to great live music. Gazebo set up 4-5pm Saturday; @‘"
collect by 11am Sunday. ol
A screen will be available to show the 10pm England—Panama group match. In the event of
inclement weather, the Dance will move to the Village Hall.

Tickets are £15 each and can be bought in advance via this QR code, online at:
https://square.link/u/YTWhbsRha or at the gate on the evening.

Blewbury Garden Market, Saturdays, 9:15-11:00

The BGM is held on Saturday mornings on the garage forecourt, giving Blewbury people an opportunity to sell excess
home-grown or home-made produce and plants, to promote local food and reduce waste. We welcome all types of
home produce for sale, including fresh fruit and vegetables, cut flowers, seedlings, bedding plants and perennials,
free-range eggs and home cooking — such as jams and chutneys, bread, cakes and biscuits. Producers set their own
prices for their sale items; the BGM takes a 10% levy to cover our costs. See blewburygm.co.uk/ for more
information.

Save the date: the Blewbury Beer Festival returns on 3" October. Ten years after its inception in the Village Hall in
2016, the Blewbury Beer Festival returns as an Oktoberfest in 2026. Make sure you put 3rd October in your diaries!
Marquee: don’t forget that the BVS has a marquee which village groups can hire for a small charge.

VILLAGE HALL NEWS

Our big news is that the EV chargers are now up and running, thanks
to a grant from OCC and the hard work of Lee Robinson from the
BPC. There are two chargers with 22kW of charging power, and at a
very competitive rate. We are now working on putting solar panels
on the roof to offset our electrical consumption.

Sadly, there will be no film afternoon in June due to lack of support; we hope to restart the films in the autumn.
Our annual meeting will be on Wednesday 17t June at 7.30pm in the Vale room, everyone is welcome to come
and talk to us about how we can move forward with this fabulous village venue, we currently have spaces for new
trustees, (only 4 to 5 meetings a year) please email andrewforman@live.com for more information.

Our highlighted groups this month are Blewbury WI and the new Karate class.

Blewbury WI was originally formed in 1920, little is known of its early activities as it closed in 1957, and the archives
were lost by Berkshire federation, but we know the two Miss Mellands were involved, they had a canning machine
and were at the forefront of food production during WW2. However we were reformed in February 1966, so this
year we celebrate our 60th birthday!

A lot of people think that all we do is drink tea, knit, make cakes and sing Jerusalem, but actually, we are a forward-
thinking national organisation for women, we were born out of the suffrage movement, and have the best interests
of women’s education, health and equality at the heart of our organisation. We have 11 main meetings a year at
the village hall, during the winter in the Vale room, and the main hall in the summer, we enjoy talks and
demonstrations covering art, history, geography, science and technology, culture, history and other topics, we
organise outings, meals out, theatre trips, walks, coffee mornings and a book club along with our regular activities
which you can read about on page 15. We support local charities and groups, this year we have given grants to the
Amazons football team, Blewbury Cricket Club, Coffee & Kids, the Pre-School and to the new village skatepark, along
with regular donations to the food bank. We help at the Manor Open Gardens and at the village bonfire night with
mulled wine! We are currently full, but we have a waiting list for future members, email blewburywi@gmail.com
Yudansha Karate, weekly classes 3.45pm to 4.45pm

Karate is a martial art that originated in Japan, (Kara = empty, Te = hand) symbolising that its practitioners, Karateka,
are unarmed but use their hands and feet for blocking and striking. It is practised as a form of self-defence, a way
of keeping healthy and as a sport. Get in touch with Jazz on 07891 511788.
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> - Concrete Pumping Ltd—— e
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READY MIX CONCRETE & PUMP HIRE

® Ready Mix Concrete Supplier — fleet of 4 — 8m trucks
*  Any quantity from 1m to 100m+ a day / Same Day / Next Day a Possibility
* Concrete Pump Hire 20 — 36m line & Boom Pumps (Discount for Pump & Supply)

* Supplier of Interlocking Concrete Blocks

01235 851523 D
www.shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk

office@shaylerconcretepumping.co.uk

PAINTER AND DECORATOR
Fully Qualified, Providing a High Quality Service, Free
Quotations, Fully Insured

GARY CUDDON

9 Harwood Road East Hagbourne
Didcot
Oxfordshire OX11 9LX

garycuddon@aol.com
Mobile 07827752904
Home 01235510680

rincipal

PILATES 1-1s in Blewbury
Classes in East Hagbourne & Didcot

principalpilates.com

carolinehunt@btinternet.com
07758 814578

‘YOURPROJECT ISOUR
BUSINESS’

S J Keats Builder

Property maintenance /
improvements, renovations, brickwork
and pointing, painting and decorating,

patios, roof repairs, wall and floor
tiling, small extensions, plastering.

Fully insured, established 1991
keatsorchard@aol.com

07962 271926, 01235 834342

ORSE HORT;
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JJ Woodage

ALL ASPECTS OF GROUNDS MAINTENANCE INCLUDING
ALL TREE WORK * CERTIFIED AND FULLY INSURED

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree pruning + Tree removal
Crown lifting 4 Crown reduction
Hedge cutting 4 Hedge reduction
Garden clearance # Garden renovation
A professional and reliable service at an affordable price
Tel: 01235 766893 Email: woodagetrees(@gmail.com

K } 01235 359327
- - 3~ 07583371198

b/ BEAUTY ESSENTIALS
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beautyessentialsoxon.co.uk
5 Lostock Place, Didcot, OX11 7XT

* fd beautyessentialsoxon [© beautyessentials_didcot
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CPPM 2 Locksmiths

Locked Out

Key Snapped or Lost
Faulty Locks

Lock Upgrades
UPVC Locks

24 Hour Emergency Locksmith Service

www.cppm.org.uk
email: colinpizzie@btinternet.com
tel: 01235 239068 / 07760 537147




NEWS FROM BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL...

We really appreciate the support and help of the Village with our fund raising which helps us to continue running
our lovely Pre-School. Our Lottery takes place each month, where there is an opportunity to win one of the three
prizes available if your lottery ball is drawn (see page 3 for this month’s result). Our Lottery Co-Ordinators, Vikki
Claridge and Lisa Shayler, are stepping down this month and we would like to thank them for five years of amazing
work for us. Vikki and Lisa are handing over the baton to Philippa Ellis and Karen Green who will take over the
reins. Please consider joining our Lottery to help us continue our fund raising — pop in and pick up an Application
Form to join or contact us online: preschool@blewburypreschool.co.uk.

Thank you to The Blueberry and The Red Lion, their two football teams, all those who organised the event and
everyone who came along to support the wonderful Cleve Derby on 18" April (see the report in the BVS article on
page 5) which raised £1380 for Blewbury Pre-School. We are so grateful for your help and encouragement.

Thank you to Savages for donating play sand and compost to us. The children are busy planting up the potatoes,
carrots, beans and peas that they have grown from seed, so the compost is really helpful in our raised bed.

The money we receive from the Government helps to fund our teaching staff so the cost of running the Pre-School
for all other outgoings such as utility bills, rent, insurance and maintenance, supplies of cleaning equipment, art and
craft materials, etc is all funded from the generous support of our community.

Situated in the heart of the village, we have been here for over 50 years providing high quality early years’ education
to young children where every child is valued and their well-being and happiness is at the core of everything we do.
We are delighted that 14 children will be going onto Blewbury Primary School at the end of July and we wish them
all the very best for their next step. We do have vacancies for children aged 2 ¥ to 4 % years from September.
Please get in touch with us to find out more and come and have a look around and meet our lovely staff. Our
telephone number is: 01235 851786 or email us at the above address. We look forward to welcoming you and your
children to our Pre-School. Sharon Phillips

...AND DRINKS FOR PARENTS AND SUPPORTERS

The Blewbury Pre-School committee are holding drinks at The Red Lion on Wednesday 17th June from 7.30pm.
This is a chance to meet current parents and committee members in an informal setting. Please do come along if
you're new to the Pre-School, considering sending your child there, or would simply like to find out more about us.
We would also warmly encourage anyone interested in joining the committee to come and have a chat. Without a
committee, the Pre-School cannot continue to run, so we are particularly keen to welcome new members, as both
the Chair and Secretary will shortly be stepping down.

While the majority of the committee must be current parents, non-parents are also very welcome, and we know
there are many Blewbury residents who could bring valuable knowledge, experience and support to the committee.
So please do join us — whether you’re a current parent, prospective parent, new to the village, or simply interested
in supporting the Pre-School and becoming involved. Any questions, please do send us an email at
secretary@blewburypreschool.co.uk. We hope to see you on the 17th! Georgina Lesmoir-Gordon

POETRY AT BLEWBURY SCHOOL

Report from Picasso Class (their teacher had organised a whole school poetry day to start off the Summer Term)

On Tuesday 5™ May, we had a special visit from the poet James Carter. During an exciting assembly, we listened to
his funny songs and poems, including a capybara song that he made up on the spot. Everyone enjoyed joining in and
laughing together. Later, James worked with us to create our own class poem about our teacher, Miss Jackson. He
encouraged us to use colours and powerful descriptions to make the poem more interesting and imaginative. We
worked together to share ideas and turn them into a creative poem.

Here is part of the poem we created:

She’s a blaze of golden yellow,

She’s a burst of silver-blue.

She’s a silk scarf for a winter’s walk,

A sea of stars.

An ocean of calm,

A wave of infinite happiness,

A storm of sheer creativity,

She’s Miss Jackson.

The children really enjoyed the visit. Jameson said, “I liked the line ‘She’s a burst of silver-blue.”” Lucca added, “He
was really entertaining,” and Samuel said he enjoyed all the nice words used in the poem.
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Dreaming of Africa?

We offer bespoke self-drive or guided journeys to South Africa,
Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe.
We donate 100% of our profits to African educational institutions.

Founded, owned and operated by a Blewbury resident.

www.whereitallbegan.co.za

JACKIE’S CARE

Warm and friendly self-employed
carer available. Experienced in
dementia and complex care need.

Services include: ® Support with medication ® Personal
Care ® Meal Preparation ® Companionship ® Supporting
clients to live independently in their own homes

Hours: Monday to Friday 9am - 8pm
Hourly rates between £18-£20 depending on the level
of care clients require.
Email angelheights16@yahoo.co.uk
Mob 07712 455093

Shaun Guar
TV & WIFI SERVICES =

B Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception solved '
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation l
B Internet - black spots cured, internal & external data cables installed |

|

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

£ OXFORD AERIALS

BLUEBERRY

Bar open 7 days a week from 12 noon

Choi’s Chinese - Dine in
Lunches Thursday - Sunday from 12noon
Evenings 7 nights a week from 5pm
+ Take away - look out for deals!
Wood Fired Pizza - available at the same times
New - Sunday lunch with a twist
3 Apartment Rooms for Luxury Accommodation

www.the-blueberry.co.uk : 01235 850296
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EXPERIENCED
PROFESSIONAL
DECORATORS

Interior work including paper
hanging and exterior. Fully insured.

For quick, free quotations call:
David on 01491 836796 or
Alistair on 07745 906998

CAPITAL
07581199077

W Hello@capitalscaffolding.co.uk

CAPITAL

& www.Capitalscaffolding.co.uk

All aspects of heating, plumbing and gas work undertaken
Fully qualified and insured

/u,-.\ (/Tom Houseman
) and Plumbing

*Boiler servicing, maintenance and installations
*Chimney sweeping and wood burner installations
*Bathroom design and installation

*Underfloor heating

*Water softeners

*Smaller jobs (taps, toilets, showers etc)

Tel: 0791 773 3492

www.tomhousemanheatingandplumbing.co.uk

C@ Resonate

HEARING CENTRE

Because Improved Hearing is Improved Quality of Life!
Professional, compassionate and individualised hearing
care and solutions (Hearing tests, hearing aids, ear wax
removal, custom noise protection, custom swim plugs and
more). Local home visits for ear wax removal are available
www.resonatehearingcentre.co.uk 01235 838515

Email: info@resonatehearingcentre.co.uk

Harwell Innovation Centre, 173 Curie Avenue, OX11 0QG




CURRY LUNCH

Sunday 215! June (Father’s Day) 12:30pm to 3:00pm

The Curry Lunch is back, continuing the tradition of being held on Father’s Day - but it’s not just for fathers. Come
and enjoy homemade curries with all the usual trimmings. It will be held at Old Malthouse Close, at the end of
Chapel Lane. The event is being run by the Friends of St Michael’s; all proceeds will go towards maintenance and
improvements to our beautiful church building. Tickets (£10 for adults, £5 for under 12s) will be available at the
Blewbury Post Office from 1t June, or reserve tickets by email. If any tickets remain, they can be purchased at the
event, but we would appreciate advanced purchases to help with catering. If you have any queries, would be
interested in making a curry to share or want to reserve tickets in advance, please email karen.marsden@gmail.com.
(Please note that there is no parking near the house.)

UPDATE FROM BLEWBURY RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT TEAM (ReST)

ReST continues to use funds raised in the village to support families living in Didcot who have been granted refugee
status. Recently, we gave grants to six refugees so they could buy sewing machines and earn an income from making
and repairing clothes and soft furnishings. A further grant went to help an Afghan doctor with language lessons so
she can start practising as a GP here. We also continue to support two families through specialist maths tutoring.
Thank you from ReST for all your support since 2021.

TEAS IN CHURCH WILL BE BACK IN JULY AND AUGUST

Advance notice: we will serve teas in St Michael’s Church, Blewbury every Sunday from 12™ July until 30th August
between 3pm — 5pm. £4 for a delicious piece of homemade cake and as many cups of tea as you’d like! £1 Squash
and Kit Kat for children. We hope to welcome back our faithful regulars and some new faces. Everybody is welcome
— come with a group or by yourself and join a friendly group — we are always pleased to see families, and children
can occupy themselves in the children’s corner while parents enjoy their tea. Well behaved dogs are welcome too.
There is always a very happy atmosphere and plenty of good friendly conversation and debate so do come and join
us. We look forward to seeing you in our lovely old Church. All funds raised are for St Michael’s Church.

As a taster (pun deliberate) we will have an afternoon of ‘Sing your Heart Out’ (see below) on 14" June.

Pat Mattimore and Team

SING YOUR HEART OUT
Sunday 14th June 3.00pm, St Michael’s Church

Love singing? Want to belt out all your best Primary School songs and favourite hymns? Now’s your chance! Come
and join St Michael’s choir for a good old sing. 3pm Pimms and Hymns, 4pm Tea and Cake.

COFFEE & KIDS!

Bank Holidays are over for a while, so we can resume our sessions on the first Monday of the month for June and
July. The next session will be on Monday 1% June from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall.
We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. Here is a warm, friendly and
safe place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys, learn
to play together, do some craft activities and sing together! A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our costs.
Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Any queries, contact Louise on 07837 009730.

STYLE ACRE MIDSUMMER SOIREE

Join us on Friday 19" June, 5pm-9pm, for a wonderful Midsummer Soirée at The Earth Trust, Little Wittenham,
0X14 4QZ. Set in the beautiful surroundings of The Earth Trust, our Midsummer Soiree offers the perfect
opportunity to enjoy a relaxed evening of entertainment and food. https://earthtrust.org.uk/

Dress code: summer smart/casual attire (no jeans, please) and enjoy an evening featuring:
e Live music
e Magic from the incredible Josh at Luland Magic https://www.lulandmagic.co.uk/

e Delicious graze boards
e Teaand Coffee
There will also be a licensed bar where you can purchase a selection of drinks, plus a raffle with fantastic prizes.

Don’t miss this relaxed evening in a beautiful setting. Tickets now for sale, £30 each from
https://styleacre.org.uk/events/midsummer-soiree.

Style Acre, which runs the Tea Room at Savages, is so much more than an Oxfordshire charity providing supported
living and day opportunities to people with a learning disability and or autism. We are a community of thriving,
engaged and connected people who strive to reach for the stars and fulfil their potential.
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b News from St. Michael’s Church

a " H -~ Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle
ﬁ ' ' BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267

How to contact us: -

Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-2.30
pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email office@churnchurches.co.uk.
Website www.churnchurches.co.uk

~ Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the
B 4’»‘% office via email or on the office number.

Father Jason St ]ohn Nicolle 01235 850267 office@churnchurches.co.uk

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730 revlouiseb@aol.com

Revd John Clarke 01235510073 jphclarke@gmail.com

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk

Services for June 2026 at St Michael’s:

Thursday 4% 7.00pm Time for Reflection
1 Sunday 7*" June 1°t Sunday after Trinity
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am All age service
Wednesday 10" 7.30pm Fellowship group, Charity School House
+ Sunday 14 June 2" Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Choir-led Taizé service
3pm Sing your heart out!
t Sunday 21 June 3™ Sunday after Trinity (Sanctuary Sunday)
10.30am Parish Eucharist
Wednesday 24 7.30pm Fellowship group, Charity School House
Thursday 25t 10.00am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion
1 Sunday 28" June 4" Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Parish Eucharist

In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline (15 minute night prayer) every
weekday night at 8pm via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.

REMINDER! FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S TOWER OPEN DAY ON SATURDAY 30™ May

As the Bulletin goes out before the end of the month, this is a reminder of the tower open day and
FRIENDS activities for families.

CAMPAIGNING is an important action that Mothers’ Union takes to improve YEARS OF
the conditions of family life. This happens nationally, through government and
local councils and globally across the world. It is not very well known, but MU 1 5
has a voice in the United Nations and is particularly involved in committee
discussions for the Commission on the Status of Women. Here is a small
selection of MU political campaigning over the years:
> In the early part of the twentieth century, MU campaigned to raise the minimum age of marriage to 16 years.
> In 1945, MU lobbied with the National Council of Women and the WI for the introduction of family allowances to
be paid directly to mothers.
> In 2010 MU launched a report “Bye Buy Childhood” calling on the Government to prohibit sexualised media and
marketing to children under 16 years of age.
> We have now been called to take part in a government survey: “Growing up in the Online World”.
As you see MU is a forward-looking Christian organisation, grounded in prayer and always with a focus to support loving
family relationships. Our branch continues to meet monthly for a Holy Communion service followed by refreshments.
This month the service is at 10am at St. Michael’s Church, Blewbury on Thursday 25 June. All are very welcome. Join
us and Join in. Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730, leader, Churn MU branch

Join us, Join in

_ Lighting the way for generations to come
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Ada Lovelace and her Institute

You may well be asking yourself: who was Ada Lovelace? Why am | choosing to write
about her?

Ada Lovelace is considered to be the world’s first computer programmer. She was
born in 1815, the daughter of Lord Byron, the famous poet. Her parents separated
two months after she was born, and Ada herself, like many women from her social
class, was never sent to school. However, she received private tutoring, and in due
course she became a highly talented mathematician. She was introduced to Charles
Babbage, and produced a programme for Babbage’s “Analytical Engine”, the
protype of the modern computer. In 1835, Ada married William King, the 8th Baron
King; a few years later, her husband was created Earl of Lovelace, and so Ada
became the Countess of Lovelace. Ada herself died in 1852.

Ada was a remarkable woman, and the Ada Lovelace Institute was established in her
honour in 2018. What does this Institute do? It focusses its work on trying to ensure
that Artificial Intelligence benefits everyone in society. In its own words, the Institute aims
“through research, policy and practice...to ensure that the transformative power of data and Al
is used and harnessed in ways that maximize social wellbeing and put technology at the service Ada

of humanity”. Do look at the Institute’s website — the Institute does excellent work, and its Lovelace
work deserves to be better known. See https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/

Here in the Churn Benefice, we are holding a series of talks to help us all engage with the impact
of Al in our lives. These talks are on the Second Sunday of every month, and are part of an informal 6pm service at St
Andrew’s Hagbourne. They are designed for everyone, and everyone is very welcome.

Like any technology, Al can be used for good, but it can also be used for bad. It is up to us to determine whether Al will
prove to be a blessing, or a curse. The UK Government is eager to push out the adoption of Al as rapidly as possible.
But what sort of safeguards should be in place? At the end of the day, Al isn’t about technology — it’s about people.
How will Al contribute to human flourishing? Do come along to our talks, and share your thoughts. It will be great to
hear your views. Father Jason

Institute

Sing your heart out! Sunday 14th June at St Michael’s Blewbury

3pm Pimms and Hymns

4pm tea and cake

Come and sing your favourite hymns and school assembly worship songs!

Fellowship Group
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, 7.30 pm at the Charity School House. Everyone welcome!
We are looking at 'what next for the disciples?', studying their stories after the Resurrection.

Qﬁ@v‘. Teas in St Michael’s Church will return in the summer
12th July- 30th August, 3 - 5pm
See article on page 9.

Calling knitting and crochet enthusiasts!

We continue to support the hospital in Malawi with baby blankets, bonnets, booties and jumpers
(please no onesies). All sizes welcome but small sizes are especially needed. Deadline for these
are end of June please. Enquiries with Elaine in the office, who has a small selection of patterns
available too.

| am again calling for crocheted or knitted Remembrance Day poppies. We have a bigger and better display

N

& A7,
AL

;“—?T\'%f;
'?f::}ﬁ( é“l?.,f’{;. in mind this year so we will need as many as we could get to add to what we already have. Patterns are
.:u%*\, el . . . . .
“aniy  available from Elaine in the Benefice Office.
Food Bank Collection Saturday 30™ May - Monday 8th June

Thank you for your continued generosity. Giving even one item to the Didcot Emergency
Foodbank will make a difference to the Foodbank’s ability to help those in need. Drop off at the
Old School House between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime.

FOOD BANK

Financial contributions are also very welcome. Please donate directly to
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ choosing “foodbank” in the “fund” option.
St Michael's Action Group
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Proud to be part of the
KUGB
Karate Union of Great Britain

YUDANSHA
KARATE

New Class
Every Wednesday
at Blewbury Village Hall
3.45pm till 4.45pm
First steps to becoming a blackbelt

Please email or phone

yudanshakarate@btinterent.com
Sensei Jazz 07891 511788

IBLEWBURY

"AND CAR WASH

|Operated by Spike Enterprise Ltd ] Car 4x4
Bronze (Outside only) ............. £10 £15
Mini-Valet (Outside & Inside) ..... £20 £30
Gold (Exterior & Interior Valet) ... £40 £40
Platinum (See on-site notice) .... £80 £80
@ Shell Garage, London Road Blewbury HAND
OPEN 7 DAYS g joam-tony " |88 B CAR WASH

For bookings call 07988 801483 or 07455 225550

WALTERS
xen ELECTRICAL
SERVICES

DOMESTIC
COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

24 hour emergency call-out
All types of electrical work, no job too small

Tel: 01235 817384

AREYOU STILL WAITING
FORTHAT ODD OB
TO BE DONE?

TOO BUSY OR CAN'T DO D.LY.
Call Alan!
Alan Clark — Tel: 01235 851168

All work undertaken. No job too small.
Painting, Decorating, Tiling,
Laminate Flooring, General Maintenance

ANIMATED CLEANING
COMPANY

Domestic cleaners making .~

life easier.

n www.facebook.com/Animatedcleaningcompany

Fast, reliable and safe.
Insured.
DBS checked.

Call Jordan on: 07731 374871

.
~ ~ .

Our Services

Our wide range of wellness treatments will

ensure a healthy lifestyle, less stress, better \ -

‘ ‘

productivity, stronger, immune system and 3

more LUMINATE

« Lymphatic drainage « Pregnancy treatments

« Holistic facials « Infrared sauna

» Massage » Meditation

« Skin tightening « Hypnotherapy

« Oncology treatments « Nutrition and fitness

« Energy healing

« Spa packages

Natural, local honey. Can be
purchased directly at Huntsgrave
Farm, Woodway Road, or for orders
call or text Matt on 07817 955205

Enhancing your garden with:

A complete or part
Garden Design
Individual & uplifting

Planting Plans
& implementation
Garden Maintenance
Taking care of your garden

GARDEN DESIGN

creating a dreamscape of colour and scent unfolding as
it flows through the seasons

07796 320926 sharon@dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk

www.dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk
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MORGAN JONES, THE BLEWBURY MISER 1748 - 1827

Morgan Jones was born in Llandovery in Carmarthenshire in 1748 and was educated at Jesus College, Oxford. In
1781 Morgan was a curate in Ashton Keynes when the Rev John Keble offered him the position as the curate in
Blewbury. Initially lodging with someone in the village, Morgan enjoyed life to the full. When he started to live by
himself “parsimony overcame his appetite”. His stipend was £50 per annum and he received about £30 annually
from some property he had inherited, but he managed to live on his surplice fees of only half a crown a week (12.5p).
His purchases consisted of two necessities - bread and bacon - and a luxury, tea. By ordering, collecting and then
paying for his bacon on three separate occasions he was able to receive three free meals from the farmer’s wife at
Woodway Farm. He gathered sticks and brambles from the churchyard for fuel, had his shirt washed only 2 or 3
times a month and used the hospitality of parishioners to eke out his own food.

The coat with which he arrived in 1781 (pictured) was a
tailcoat and was still being worn when he left 43 years
later. When holes appeared, he patched them with
material from the tail, and the coat eventually became a
jacket. One day while walking back from Upton he came
across a scarecrow whose hat was in a better condition
than his own hat so he swapped the brims over.

His sermons were said to have been very sound and much
appreciated by the villagers; he seems to have been
regarded as a sincere parish priest, if somewhat unusual.
Several of his sermons were written on scraps of paper,
clippings from the parish registers etc. One was written on
top of an earlier one with the paper turned sideways!
Towards the end he aged greatly and his memory failed. He
occasionally would take a burial service in his ancient coat
which was normally kept for his own garden. At length a
relative was persuaded to take him back to Wales. In July
1824 he preached his farewell sermon taking as his text the
words of St Paul — “Finally brethren, farewell, be perfect,
be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace and the
God of love and peace shall be with you”. These words
drew tears from the eyes of some of his congregation. .
He died in 1827, leaving £18,000. He had become quite well known during his lifetime and was mentioned in Charles
Dickens’s novel Our Mutual Friend. Over the years many articles have been written about him, including one in a
book entitled “English Eccentrics” by John Timpson.

When he left Blewbury his coat remained in the village and was looked after by his friend Job Lousley. Through
relatives the coat came into the care of Eli Caudwell of Ashbrook Farm and a longtime Blewbury churchwarden, who
in 1904 had a glass-fronted case made to house the coat, toothbrush, slippers, red neckerchief, papers, letters,
inkwell, and pen. By the same means the coat eventually came into the care of the Thomson family of Parsonage
Farm and they have now passed it on to the Blewbury Local History Group for safekeeping. We are now its guardians;
we are looking to conserve it and to find it a permanent home within the village. Mary Gaines

BRIDGE CLUB
Results of the Wessex League 2025-26: the season's winners are Oxford A (division 1), Blewbury (division 2),
Aylesbury Aces (division 3) and Wallingford D (division 4). Congratulations to our team.

Bridge problem (for answers, see page 19). What can

you infer about the missing hands and what do you do? HAND 1 +KQ10 +Q643 HAND 2
Hand 1: you're West and you lead a heart. Partner wins v82 YKJ3

with the ace and cashes the diamond AKQ, declarer +543 +J954

discarding a small club on the 3rd round. Partner now *+A8532 +63

plays a club, which declarer wins with the kinginhandto 4 ag W N E S W N E s |4AK1072
lead a trump. v100754 |21 s ah 45| |4 .0 3 v 64
Hand 2: you're East. Partner leads a top diamond, v J2 P P dble +73
holding the trick, then switches to the spade 5. Your king +QU96 Dealer W Dealer W +QJ5

wins, declarer following suit with the 8. Partner's card

suggests that someone has a spade singleton, but is it partner (continue spades and give partner a ruff) or declarer?
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Creative Catering Blewbury

We have moved!
Unit S9 Greenlands Farm Moulsford

All aspects of catering professionally presented
Weddings, Parties, Pig roasts, Buffets,
Funerals, Canape receptions & Business lunches

Over 25 years experience

For more information visit:
www.creative-caterer.co.uk
Find us on facebook at Creative Catering
Email — sheilaaustin@btinternet.com
Phone — 01235 850931 or 07743 368373

KEN WHITING

ARCHITECT

Qualified Design, Planning and Building Regulations
consultation advice. Drawings prepared and applications
submitted for residential and small commercial

developments.

T: 01235 516522 E: ken.whiting@kwarchitect.co.uk

.

A World of Dance for Children!

ey
oom

Dance

Classes Every Monday (Termtime)

Excellent 5 Star Google Reviews!
Imaginative and engaging classes with:

¢ Musical Theatre * IDTA Exams
* Freestyle * Super Fun
* Dance Shows Competitions

3.30pm —4.10pm Sweet Pea Classes (4-6 years)
4.10pm — 5.00pm Poppy Classes (7-9 years)
5.00pm - 5.50pmpm Lily Classes (10- 12 years)
5.50pm — 6.40pm Tiger Lily Classes (13 years +)
Performance Squad - 6.45 — 8pm (by invitation only)

bettybloomdance@gmail.com 07785 232862

http://bettybloomdance.co.uk

Blewbury Brass Band
Available for bookings for local fetes & events

Band Room Available for Hire
£8 per hour (min 2hrs). Large practice room.
Toilet, but no kitchen or storage facilities. Suitable for pop
groups, theatrical rehearsals, group meetings etc.

New band members of all ages & abilities welcome
instruments available.
Learner Band Rehearsals - Mondays 5.45pm - 6.30pm
Main Band Rehearsals - Wednesdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Band Hut, Boham’s Road, Blewbury OX11 9HF

Enquiries - secretary@blewburybrassband.org

Family Farm Shop Established 1960
Greengrocer, Florist, Nursery, Giftware & Pet Food
The Nurseries, London Road, Blewbury, 0X11 9HB

01235 850352

savagesbhlewbury.co.uk

Get 5% Off -
Download Our

App!

LOW FIXED PRICES ON ALL JOURNEYS

@& AppStore

(01235 811100
bookings@gogreentaxislitd.co.uk

OXON LTD

CIVIL ENGINEERING
BUILDING & SURFACING

CONTRACTORS

Asphalt Road Surfacing

Gravel Surfacing Surface Dressing

Block Paving Hard Landscaping

Civil Engineering Resin

0330 043 6365 2# Marshalls

ENQUIRIESSCSOXONLTD.CO.UHK
WWw.SCSoXonLTo.co.uH 6

APPROVED

ACCREDITED &

SECURE
ELECTRICAL " P ——
LIMITED APPROVED

CONTRACTOR

Callum Hodnett
07588 337730

www.secure-electrical.co.uk

info@secure-electrical.co.uk

Installation & Maintenance-Inspection & Testing
Single & 3 Phase
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Online box office for all events @ our website www.blewburyplayers.co.uk or using QR

\"" codes below. Please do come along and enjoy our celebratory year!

A FLYE ON THE WALL, By Catherine Flye

20 June, St Michael’s Church, Blewbury. 7.30pm. Our online box office will open on 29 May.
BLEWBURY Tickets: £15 (to include a glass of wine).

PLAYERS We are delighted that Catie and her friends are returning to help us
1976-2026 celebrate our anniversary. They have performed so many enjoyable

revues in Blewbury over the years. This will be based on the beloved tradition of the British Music
Hall, the cast includes a company of old friends - Catie Flye and her cousin lan Clarke tapping the
ivories with gusto; Actor Garth Bardsley hot foot from the West End; Soprano Rosa Lamoreaux
all the way from Washington DC and our very own local thespian, Chris Mousley Jones. The show
also includes musical favourites together with audience participation.
THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS, by Kenneth Grahame and adapted by Alan Bennett.
15th -18th July 2026, Orchard Dene Garden Theatre, Blewbury. E i;-!' I E
Our online box office opens 5 June. Tickets: Adult £17. Child £9. :
Come and enjoy the exploits and adventures of Toad and his friends Ratty, Mole and Badger. Will
his friends be able to steer the motor-car-obsessed Toad away from his reckless behaviour? Can
they help him mount a courageous mission to reclaim Toad Hall from the weasels? Alan Bennett’s E
adaptation is a satirical tale of nature, fun, friendship and loyalty. It’s an adventure which appeals to young and old
alike, and Blewbury’s open air garden theatre is the ideal setting.
Director Ed White chose this play because “it feels like Blewbury’s story”. He reflects that the noises, sounds and
images, described in the book by Kenneth Grahame, all feel like they could be in this village. He also observes that
“The script is wonderfully adapted by Bennett, the characters are immediately recognizable from the book, and we
are going to have a lot of fun meeting them and creating their world. When the cast read the script, the characters
popped off the page. It's going to be joyous”. There are lots of worlds to be created by a large cast of talented actors
of all ages; the riverbank, the Wild Wood, the open road, Toad Hall and many more. AND we have live musicians
and the original songs from the National Theatre production. It’s all going to be a marvellous way of celebrating our
50th anniversary. Do join us...
AUDITIONS FOR A CHRISTMAS CAROL will be held on 12/13 September.
We are delighted announce that Jo Laugharne will be directing this production at St Michael’s Church. Performances
will be on 25-28 November. We are looking for an ensemble cast and are inviting those interested to join mixed age
group workshop auditions. (There will be a handful of ensemble roles for children school year 6 and above). The
rehearsals will be mainly at weekends starting 3 October. There will be some group singing at auditions but singing
roles are optional. Please contact us to book your audition at blewburyplayers@gmail.com.

BLEWBURY WI NEWS

Our next monthly meeting is Wednesday 24" June at 7.30pm in the main hall of Blewbury Village Hall.
Please note this venue! We will be celebrating the summer solstice. How exciting! "Dabbling in Summer
Solstice”. In the Northern Hemisphere, the start of astronomical summer is Sunday 21st June so we will
be celebrating this in our friendly group. We hear we will be wearing a solstice flower crown, have a little session
of yoga and meditation plus solstice snacks. AND we don’t have to get up at sunrise (phew)...Ladies, please bring
scissors. Led by Karen - we will be having a lovely sociable evening, no doubt.

Blewbury WI is 60 this year! We will be having a “Tiaras &Tipples” garden party to celebrate, on Wednesday 17"
June 2pm-4pm at Orchard Dene by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Laidlaw. Nibbles, a special cake and something fizzy
or a soft drink. We will also be having some “entertainment” since it is such a very special occasion.

For all matters to do with Blewbury WI, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.

Mondays 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon
Monday 1 June 10.15am Coffee morning Trish
Friday 5 June 7pm Craft club Karen
Monday 8 June 7pm Scrabble Lyn
Thursday 18 June 2.30pm Rummikub Eli
Friday 26 June 7pm Book Club Eli
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TOM SAVAGE

ROOFING & BUILDING LTD.

07817 252775
info@tomsavageroofing.co.uk
El www.facebook.com/tomsavageroofing

Didcot Home Care Ltd

Authorised by the Care Quality Commission

Local family run domiciliary care company providing
professional home care services to the elderly and
those with clinical needs. Our staff are fully trained in
specialist areas such as dementia, catheterisation,
compression stockings

We undertake local authority and privately funded care
Call Helen or email us today for advice on care needs and
funding options
Tel 01235 603858. Mobile 07879890112
Email helen.didcothomecare@gmail.com

the
blewbury building

company

01235 850579 | 07808 401554
www.blewburybuilding.co.uk

Woodway B&B

Serviced accommodation with
off-street parking & wi-fi
Self-service continental-style
breakfast
For availability email

info@woodwaybandb.co.uk or call Matt
or Marianne on 07496 306186

www.woodwaybandb.co.uk

Landscaping, Mowing,
Strimming
Property Services
Decorating, Floor & Wall

Apple Landscaping &
Property Solutions

Build Tiling, Kitchen &
Design Bathrooms PVC Windows,
and Extensions & Alterations

Renovate No Job to Small

Call now for a free no obligation quote

07866 481808

graham-hammond@hotmail.co.uk

Ddyo know? You have the right to repair & service yo
independent garage and it will not invalidate your war Iy

“Oxfordshire’s award winning local
independent garage”

T: 01235 850707

Scotlands Ash Garage is a family-run business that thrives on its
reputation for excellent service, honesty and transparency. We've
been serving local motorists in Didcot & South Oxfordshire for over 30
years.

We offer a wide range of services:

SCOTLANDS ASH
GARAGE

©® MOT (available from 6am by appointment)

® Vehicle servicing on all makes and models

@ General repairs on all makes and models

® Tyre Fitting @ TerraClean Engine Clean @ Air-con check & re-gas

® Paint / Bodywork @ Batteries ® Tyres ® Complimentary Courtesy Car
@ 24hr Booking Facility through website

waiting room

O\Om@,

n Follow uson  Scotlands Ash Garage, Main Street, West

Facebook & Hagbourne, OX11 ONA T: 01235 850707

Twitter E: enquiries@scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

www.scotlandsashgarage.co.uk

| GDL

George Daniel Long MHort (RHS) MSGLD
Garden Design and Horticultural Consulting

01235 850489
www.georgedaniellong.com

SOCIETY OF
GARDEN +

LANDSCAPE
DESIGNERS

REGISTERED MEMBER

Chartered Institute of § \

Horti mmwre

TRUSTMARK

nt Endorsed Qual
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WIZARERE

YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE

Q WASPS & ALL INSECTS
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282 * info@pestwizards.co.uk




Sustainable Blewbury

Blewbury www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk

l

Quaker Wood volunteering, Thursday 4*" June, 5 to 7pm and Saturday 13*" June, 9.30 to 11.30am. The trees are
doing well and the hedge is thriving. But weeds are starting to take over the hedge. We've started to remove them
but it’s a long job. We need your help. We also need to weed inside the tree guards. Bring your own protective
gloves, a drink and wear long sleeves. Meet at Quaker Wood but don’t feel restricted by the times; come for as long
as works for you.

Repair cafe. Sunday 14" June, 2 to 4pm. In the Melland Room at Blewbury Clubhouse
and in BlewShed. Bring your household and gardening articles for repair including
clothing, clocks and watches (yes, we have a new repairer this time) and electrical
goods. Bicycles can be fixed and checked. We also sharpen small tools, knives and
secateurs but come early: we can only sharpen two items per person if we are busy.
Cash donations towards the hire of the room and refreshments welcome. Why not
come along and see what we do and enjoy a cuppa with others from the village,
hopefully sitting outside in the sunshine!

Wanted: gardening tools for our volunteers. Do you have any spades, forks, buckets,
shears, weeding tools etc etc surplus to requirements? We need some for our
volunteers. Please email the secretary to arrange collection if you can donate any.

>
.

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE
FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME E-MAIL TELNO.

Zimmer frame with Buckingham Caddy Jane Kinniburgh 07787 237580
janehkinniburgh@yahoo.co.
uk

Stainless steel fish kettle and lid 61cm x 17cm Alan Cooper

2 whole fish serving plates 56cm x 21cm and 58cm x 26cm. agc.mcl@gmail.com

Large quantity of good quality plastic party/garden plates,

bowls, wine and beer plastic glasses, metal looking plastic

cutlery etc.

One single electric blanket, good working order, hardly used Anne Millman

Pair of Bowers & Wilkins (B&W) speakers 32cm x 26cm x 20cm |anne@annemillman.co.uk

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com)

If you want to know more about Sustainable Blewbury and become a supporter who receives occasional newsletters,
email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk.

£LVA
BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY iga\_’_._; @%
SUMMER DANCE DEveComenTs

MUSIEAFTR%RMDf\TYOZJLHUJCUHNETUFF, HIGH QUALITY RENOVATIONS . o
& BESPOKE NEW-BUILDS 1 ([ "i*\,{"'f fH _w

., 07803-789305 a game EVERYONE can play
Wednesday Afternoons starting 12pm

At Blewbury Tennis Club, The Recreation Ground,
Bohams Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire, 0X11 9HB

Beginners welcome.
A facilitator will meet and greet you and answer

= info@applethorpedevelopments.com

APPLETHORPE .
DEVELOPMENTS any questions.

Come along and try for free or just watch and enjoy
LVT’ ca rpet & Sheet viny| a cup of tea with lots of smiles
H H H Any Questions?
Floorl ng s peCIG IISts Contact us on our email tollef@nationaltennis.org.uk

Tickets £15 KARNDEAN - AMTICO - POLYFLOOR Walking Tennis - A slower, simpler version of tennis
he Gard hbrook . OX11 9 played with softer balls and easier to pick up than
l,fn e House. X1 9eA \ 07803 _789305 Traditional Tennis

In the

= info@applethorpedevelopments.com We look forwardtomeeting:you
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BLEWSHED NEWS

BlewShed Maintenance: A big thank-you to Ron Rigley, Mark Griffin and others for all their hard work on the
improvements to the electrical and lighting systems. The ring main and spur wiring upgrade is complete, and the
much-improved LED lighting is much safer for wood and metal working. Very soon work can begin work on a dust
extraction system for the woodwork area and compressed air system for the metalwork shop. Extra pairs of hands
are always needed, so if anyone would like to help please let me know. Advice based on previous experience and
expertise is welcome too. With the better weather, work can now recommence on the exterior of the building, such
as cementing the roof tiles at the gable ends, keeping the hedge trimmed, proofing and painting fascia boards and
general tidying. The more who help with these tasks the easier it becomes for those already at work on them.
BlewShed Meetings: Members and others in Blewbury enjoyed an enthralling evening of space age technology with
BlewShed new member Richard Varvill explaining the Reaction Engines British hypersonic space engine project. This
amazing work might have ushered in a British-led era of non-polluting, liquid hydrogen-powered and cheaper
aerospace travel but for lack of investment - like so many UK technological innovations of the past.

Canard  Auxiliary Hydrogen SABRE Payload  Oxygen Hydrogen
A Foreplanes  Tank Tank Engine Bay Tank Tank

Propellant
Tank

3-D Printing: BlewShed member Mario de Freitas has designed 3-D printed components himself and made them
available online to 3-D makers’ groups. A recent survey amongst members by Mike Magnay revealed that there is
strong interest in this area. Mario is talking and demonstrating on this at the 26" May meeting.

Courses: If there is sufficient in 'green woodwork', Mark Griffin, a very experienced and skilful 'bodger’, assisted by
woodcarving colleagues, has offered to show small groups how to carve a 'green' wood spoon. Anyone interested
should email secretaryblewshed@gmail.com or contact us at the Shed or via the website.

BlewShed opening times: Monday 2-4pm, Tuesday 1.30-4pm, Thursday 2.00-4pm, Friday 2-4pm and Saturday
afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm. Everyone is welcome to club nights on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at
BlewShed. Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/

CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT

Like many major cities, Vancouver is built on a large river estuary, which provides both a shipping port and a means
to access the interior. There are 11 major bridges that cross the Fraser River in the Metro Vancouver region. The
Fraser River is massive, so these crossings are spread across several municipalities. It is the longest river in British
Columbia, and rises as a dripping spring near Blackrock Mountain in the Rocky Mountains, near the border with
Alberta. It flows for 1,375 kilometres into the Strait of Georgia just south of Vancouver. It’s named after Simon
Fraser, who led an expedition in 1808 on behalf of the North West Company which was instrumental in starting the
gold rush. Several other rivers join it on its way south until approximately 64 km north of the 49'" parallel, Canada’s
border with the United States. Over 2.9 million people live in the Fraser Basin (two-thirds the population of British
Columbia) and generates nearly 10% of Canada’s GDP, a fair proportion of which is centred on the salmon industry
with species such as the Sockeye, Chinook, Coho, Chum and Pink Salmon, as well as the prehistoric White Sturgeon
which can live for up to 100 years and grow up to six metres long!

Such a large river necessitates many bridges! The five that connect the City of Vancouver to Richmond (the northern
arm of the river) are the Arthur Laing (to YVR Airport), Oak Street (Highway 99), North Arm Canada Line (the
SkyTrain), Marpole Canadian Pacific Rail Bridge (trains only) and the Knight Street Bridge, a major heavy traffic
commuter crossing. And then there are another five road and rail bridges that connect to central points in the Lower
Mainland such as New Westminster and Surrey, including the oldest major vehicle crossing, the Pattullo Bridge, that
has just been replaced by a brand new four-lane one named the Riverview Bridge that is more seismically sound
and offers proper separation for pedestrians and cyclists. The total budget for the new bridge is $1.637 billion.
Finally, there are the massive ten-lane Port Mann Bridge linking Coquitlam to Surrey, the Golden Ears Bridge between
Pitt Meadows and Langley, and the Mission Bridge that carries Highway 11 between Abbotsford and Mission to the
East. Angela Hoy (ahoy2343@gmail.com)

18


mailto:secretaryblewshed@gmail.com
https://blewshed.home.blog/news/
mailto:(ahoy2343@gmail.com

BRIDGE ANSWERS +KQ10
For the questions, see page 13. v82

Hand 1: shoot up immediately with the trump ace and give partner a club ruff. (a) :2‘;32
Declarer threw a club on the third round of diamonds, so he must have had a loser AE VE
there! His holding can only be Kxx, making partner's club a singleton. (b) Partner's v109754 v AQJB
heart ace at trick one told you that declarer had the king, so declarer's hand is exactly +J2 + AKQO76
6223 (six spades, three clubs, red doubletons). Partner is thus 2361 and this is your *@J% il
+ Q643 last chance to ruff a club. (c) partner deliberately ::(938732 5151";515
:T;; played a club when he had safer options, so follow +108 P P dble
+63 partner's defence! +K74 Game E-W
5 sAK1072 | Hand 2: wow, declarer followed suit at trick one! Partner pre-empted on a six-card
ver v Q64 suit, vulnerable? Anyway, who has that spade singleton? Answer: it's probably
:g:;maz :35 partner. (a) a pre-empter usually has a singleton. (b) if declarer's short in spades, that
+J08 — -] Wwould give him two singletons! He also had a singleton diamond, remember? That

vA10952 [P, i, | Would be a truly exotic hand (i.e. unlikely) and in that case it wouldn't matter what
*8 peaerw | yOU did now since declarer would surely have the rest of the tricks anyway! A bonus
*AK104 Game E-W . . . .

trick in spades would make no difference. Finn Clark

OLLY GLOVER MP
This last month has been full of interesting constituency visits, advice surgeries with constituents, and busy days
campaigning for change in Parliament.
Speaking in debates helps create change for local people and our community. | attended two e-petition debates
that a significant number of constituents had signed to represent their views and concerns on maternity services
and animal testing. At Prime Minister’s Questions | challenged Keir Starmer on social and affordable housing, as
new developments in the constituency continue to price out local people and young first-time buyers. The
Government needs to support local councils to deliver truly affordable homes, alongside vital infrastructure. In
addition, | spoke about the many cases of delayed licence renewal and medical assessments, calling for
improvements to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA). Going away for Christmas?
| was proud to represent the Wantage-based charity SUDEP Action in my
debate on sudden and unexpected death in epilepsy (SUDEP) prevention. | Visitors to Blewbury (mother, father
Founded by five women, the charity works tirelessly to support bereaved and 2 year old) looking for a
families and raise awareness. Multiple other MPs attended the debate, |house/studio/room torent for19th
sharing their own constituents' stories and highlighting the repeated cycles - 2§th December 20.26' Happy to
o .. - consider house swap in Cape Town
of Injl..IS.tlce that too many families have faced. The.mmls.ter responded by or any other form of payment.
promising to meet with me, and | look forward to discussing the next steps Philip Rendel 07853 212075
the Government needs to take.
At a Wantage Chamber of Commerce event, local Wantage businesses
raised the impact of changes to business rates, soaring energy costs and changes to employment legislation on their
viability. Two weeks later, | made their voices heard to the treasury minister in parliament and will continue to push
for a fairer deal for our local businesses.
| also had the pleasure of visiting RAW Workshop, a social enterprise manufacturing high-quality furniture. The
organisation channels their profits into their youth training schemes, supporting young people facing mental health
and educational barriers, and adults re-entering the workforce. On a sunny day in Wallingford, | attended KatieFest,
an inclusive rugby tournament for children and adults with special educational needs and disabilities, chatting with
wonderful charities and parents. At the Didcot Powerhouse Fund Impact event, we celebrated the fantastic work of
local groups and organisations for Didcot and the surrounding areas. It is a pleasure to spend time with so many
people making a meaningful contribution to their neighbours and our communities.
This month, my hardworking team and | passed the milestone of 15,000 individual cases handled since | was elected.
As always, if there is anything you feel | can help with, please do not hesitate to contact me and my team at
olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk or by leaving a voice message on 0207 219 7657. Olly

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
l I 3 A D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic
Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.
- On 16™ June there will be a talk entitled An ABC of Victorian painters by Simon Evers.
Learn, Iath’ live For details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit https://didcot.u3asite.uk/.
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NATURE NOTES - THE RAVEN

When you have a species whose collective noun is known as an ‘unkindness’ you would think it should be of some
concern. However, | personally have been heartened by the return to the countryside of one of our much-maligned
species, the Raven (Corvus corax). After many centuries of persecution both the population and the range of the
Raven is once again increasing, admittedly from a low base.

The Raven is widely distributed in the Northen Hemisphere and can be found from the deserts of the Dead Sea to
the wind-swept Arctic tundra, from sea level, to scavenging titbits from Everest base camp at 26,000 feet. These are
big, impressive birds with a wingspan of around 120 to 150cm, comparable to a Buzzard. They are jet black from
head to toe. In flight they have a wedged shaped tail compared to the much more frequent Carrion Crow (Corvus
corone), whose tail is much more ‘fan’ like. The Raven also has shaggy throat feathers (called hackles) and a deep,
guttural ‘Gronk’ noise, compared to the ‘caw-caw-caw’ of other crows.

They start breeding early in the year, with eggs laid sometimes in February. A typical clutch would be four to six eggs
of variable colour, but generally of a speckled, bluish hue. Ravens pair for life and are extremely clever birds. For
example, they are much better at mimicking human speech than Parrots.

Many myths and legends are associated with Ravens, from Odin’s companion to Apollo’s messenger. In the UK the
most popular legend is that if the Ravens ever leave the Tower of London, the Kingdom will fall! This legend probably
originates from the time of Charles Il, but may have not solidified in myth until WWII, where during the blitz the
tower got down to a single bird, named Grip. Since then, numbers have increased to six ‘on duty’ Ravens, coupled
with a few spares. The yeomanry post of ‘Ravenmaster’ was only officially created in 1968. Glen Meadows

WILD OXFORDSHIRE
Insect Week: Tiny Creatures, Big Impact
They may be small, but insects make a BIG difference to nature recovery. From 22 June to 28 June, the Royal
Entomological Society’s spotlight week is a celebration of all things insect.
And these small critters really do make all the difference...there are more than 24,000 species in the UK alone, and
they can be found in almost every habitat. Their jack-of-all-trades role spans pollinators, predators, pests, parasites,
and prey, and the study of insects has long been central to conservation, food production, medicine, and ecology.
At Wild Oxfordshire, insects are essential to our Yellow Wagtail
Partnership project. Established in 2020 by patron Dr Robin Buxton,
the Partnership works with the Earth Trust Church Farm
Partnership and Lower Farm, to “learn and communicate as much
as possible about the impact of different land management
techniques both on this species and the wider environment”.
As the Yellow Wagtail is a migrant species, insects are a vital part
of its diet. Recent changes in farming practice and other human
impacts on the landscape have led to habitat and insect declines,
harming Yellow Wagtail populations. The bird is now on the
conservation red list.
How you can help
Volunteer. We occasionally ask for volunteers on small projects to
help with the Yellow Wagtail Partnership, ranging from helping out with fieldwork and managing data to creating
visual aids for our work. Our partner, Earth Trust, regularly recruits volunteers. Whether you are out counting insects
or sitting at a desk, volunteering with them will help them carry out their vital work on this and other projects.
Have an idea for a research project? We are keen to hear from students and researchers about their research ideas
and would be happy to discuss the possibility of using our site to support your research.
Record your Yellow Wagtail sightings. Help us learn more about Yellow Wagtails in Oxfordshire by reporting your
sightings to Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre https://www.tverc.org/ .
Help to look after our grasslands. Stick to the path and avoid wandering
into the fields as this may disturb nesting birds or lead to nest MAX VARVILL - 18 years old
abandonment. Be respectful of the livestock, keep dogs on leads when Local filmmaker and drone operator,
’ soon to attend film school
there are calves in the fields. Remember to take your and your dog’s |. pone photography & videography
rubbish home with you. Don’t have barbecues on grasslands, as you may |+ House, garden and aerial property photos

cause a fire + Family video/photo editing into short films
- . . with music
More details of our work and that of our partners are available online. |. aiso odd jobs e glawn mowing, jet washing
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/ and  https://earthtrust.org.uk/ [|Sering and summer are the perfect time to

. ture your home and garden from above.
Jessica Bouwer cap urno
max.varvill@icloud.com, 07753 913891
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PARISH COUNCIL

Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 20 May 2026, Melland Room, Blewbury Clubhouse.
Present: Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Andy Evason, Anne Millman, Sarah Parkin, Lee Robinson, Julia Saunders
(chair), Mark Shayler and lain Wood (lengthsman). Also present Michelle Taylor (clerk) and county councillor
Rebekah Fletcher.

There were apologies from: Lee Robinson, Ben Scott and district councillors Hayleigh Gascoigne and Andy Cooke.
Local news — Biffa are due to carry out a deep cleanse operation in Blewbury from 22-25 June. This includes litter
picking, sweeping and removing moss or weeds on pavements. If you know of an area of particular concern please
contact the clerk.

If you are struggling to afford your home oil heating costs, the Oxfordshire Crisis Support Scheme might be able to
help you. https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/residents-support-scheme. Or contact
them by phone, 01865 804171, or email RSSOxfordshire@necsws.com. Alternatively, there is support available at
Better Housing Better Health, www.bhbh.org.uk. Call them on 0800 107 0044 or email to bhbh@nef.org.uk. Finally,
for any other cost of living enquiries, you can contact the Council Community Hub. Call on 01235 422600 option 3,
or email Communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk.

Planning Applications

Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All Blewbury planning
applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in the planning section
of the Vale of White Horse website. This has full details and plans for all applications.

Responses to the District Council

P26/V1113/HH: 6 Bohams Cottages Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QF. Removal of existing single storey
side extension and replacement with new single storey side extension and alternations to existing. No objection.
P26/V1101/HH: 31 Bridus Mead Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PJ. Two storey side extension. No objection.
P26/V1213/LB: The Cleve South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. Removal of later (C18/19) infill to reveal original
fireplace aperture in order to fully expose painted plaster to allow for examination and conservation of the painted
plaster. No objection.

P26/V1144/LB: Wayside Cottage Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QA. Replacement of section of rotten
soleplate to the rear of the property and making good works. No objection.

P26/V0832/HH: The Old Mill Berry Lane Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QJ. Erection of a part two-storey and part single-
storey rear extension with minor alterations to existing fenestration. No objection.

P26/V1200/LB: Chapmans Nottingham Fee Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PG. Alter the thatching type of the barn from
long straw to combed wheat reed. Alter the roof covering of the link building from timber shingle to clay tile. No
objection.

P26/V0846/HH and P26/V0848/LB: Humfreys London Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PB Extension and remodelling.
No objection.

Decisions from the District Council

P26/V0326/FUL: Downside Farm Woodway Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9EX. Erection of storage barn. No objection.
Granted on 1st May 2026.

P26/V0292/HH: Orchard House Chapel Lane Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PQ. Proposed single storey rear extension,
remodelling works including recladding of existing garage, replacement of front porch-veranda structure, changes
to the fenestration and the introduction of PV panels. No objection. Granted on 8th May 2026.

Need to contact your parish councillors? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane,
Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End, Sarah Parkin Lowmans, South
Street, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens, Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Ben Scott Little Morters,
Dibleys, Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields,

Michelle Taylor (clerk) 07968 772935 blewburypc@gmail.com

The next parish council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 17 June 2026, in the Melland Room at the Clubhouse.
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are 9" and 23™ June. For
further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966 or contact
Maureen Knapp, Club Chairman - maud24a@gmail.com. We would welcome any new members to join us.

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or online services
like health and banking. Events and support are free and open to all. Tech support is free for computer users in Aston Upthorpe
Village Hall (OX11 9EQ) on Tuesday 16™ June from 10:00 to 12 noon. Book a one-to-one appointment with a digital helper or
apply to join 10:30 briefing + Q&A on Landline Switchover to Digital by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 07780
958249. Didcot based charity, Getting Oxfordshire Online, would love to have your unwanted laptops, tablets and
smartphones to distribute to others who are not able to have their own. Demand in the county is greater than supply so any
used devices would be welcome. Contact us by email or phone as above.

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in hospitals,
doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service which relies entirely
on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to arrange a driver. Please note that
journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad.

To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be prompted to
leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name and telephone number.
Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible.

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS
Normal hours: Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm.

VILLAGE DIARY for June 2026 Page
Monday 1 10-11.30am Coffee &Kids!, Vale Room 9
Thursday 4 5-7pm Sustainable Blewbury volunteering, Quaker Wood 17
Sunday 7 5.30 pm Jazz concert: Bossa Gringo, St Michael’s Church 7
Tuesday 9 2pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22
Tuesday 9 7.30 pm Local History Group meeting, 9 Westbrook Green 1
Saturday 13 9.30 am - 12 noon Sustainable Blewbury volunteering, Quaker Wood 17
Sunday 14 12.30-2.30 pm School PTA Summer Fete, Blewbury School 3
Sunday 14 2-4pm SB Repair Café, Melland Room and BlewShed 17
Sunday 14 3-5pm Sing Your Heart Out, St Michael’s Church 9
Tuesday 16 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for July Bulletin -
Wednesday 17 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21
Wednesday 17 7.30 pm Blewbury Pre-School drinks, The Red Lion 7
Wednesday 17 7.30 pm Village Hall Annual Meeting, Village Hall 5
Saturday 20 7.30 pm A Celebration of Blewbury and the Players - Catie Flye, St Michael’s Church 15
Sunday 21 12.30 pm Curry Lunch, Old Malthouse Close, Chapel Lane 9
Tuesday 23 2pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22
Tuesday 23 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 18
Wednesday 24 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: Summer Solstice, Village Hall 15
Saturday 27 evening BVS Summer Dance, Ashbrook House 5
Sunday 28 5.30-7.30 pm Blewsing Summer Concert, St Michael’s Church 3
Tuesday 30 Deadline for 2027 Calendar photos 3

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and
immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services,
are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement
of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes:
* 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00) ¢ 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00) ¢ 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00)
Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are
advertising a village event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk in the first instance, ideally as a Microsoft Word, Microsoft
PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin goes
to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make the arrangements.
WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, submitted in the same way as advertisements — see above.
We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication
must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The
editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin.

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information,
the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplinl@gmail.com.
Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplinl@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution
Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson

treasurer@blewbury.co.uk Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk.
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