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EV CHARGING COMES TO VILLAGE HALL 
Blewbury Village Hall now has 2 electric vehicle 
fast charging points (being modelled by Penny 
Brassell in the picture). These are located 
outside the Post Office and cost 49p/kWh plus 
30p per session, payable by app or credit card. 
More details on page 5. Tony Salter 

SKATEPARK BUILDING BEGINS 
It’s exciting to see the work starting to build our 
very own skatepark. Please note that during the 
works, there is a reduction in capacity in the car 
park by Tickers Folly Field, as some space will be 
used by materials and machinery. We expect the 
work to be completed by the middle of July. 
Parish Council 

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP – CHANGE OF TIME 
Please note that the Local History Group 
meetings will begin at 7:30 pm from now on – still on the second Tuesday of each month, at 9 Westbrook Green. 
We hope you enjoy our article about the Blewbury Miser on page 13.  

VALE OF WHITE HORSE NEWS AND SURVEY ON RUBBISH   
The Council says: we want your views on our waste collection and street cleaning services and our waste reduction 
initiatives – please complete our waste services survey at https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/housing-
and-environment/waste-survey-2026/. Comments are open until 4th June. 
Last year, more than 2,100 people took part in the 2025 survey, with more than 81 percent of respondents indicating 
they were satisfied or very satisfied with the waste collection service. As a result of the feedback, staff received 
extra training to help ensure bins are returned correctly after emptying, further checks were put in place around 
litter bin emptying and measures were put in place to ensure street cleaning standards across the area. There has 
also been increased communication on which items go in which bin, especially around food waste. The feedback 
you provide will help us to continue to identify what aspects of our waste service you are happy with as well as areas 
where you think we can do better. 
BinDays web app: Find out when your bins will be emptied for your next two collections at just the touch of a button 
on your smartphone. To find out more, visit https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-
council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/bindays/.    
Binfluencers are back! Join our relaunched WhatsApp channels for bin collection updates  
We've refreshed our Binfluencer WhatsApp Channels. Use the link to join and receive updates about collection 
changes, recycling tips and more. Please note: if you joined our previous channel, you will need to follow the new 
one to keep receiving updates. https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbCjvM49WtC6Jzlx713G  

ROAD CLOSURES 
A further closure of the A417 (London Road) is scheduled for 13th June. The dates of these roadworks keep changing 
– we will try to keep up with major developments via Stop Press, but for those on Facebook the BVS page is likely 
to be the most convenient and up-to-date source of information.  

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE 
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press 
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared. 
 
  

https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/housing-and-environment/waste-survey-2026/
https://theconversation.southandvale.gov.uk/housing-and-environment/waste-survey-2026/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/bindays/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/recycling-rubbish-and-waste/bindays/
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbCjvM49WtC6Jzlx713G
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BLEWSING SUMMER CONCERT 
Blewsing are holding a Summer Concert in St Michael’s Church on Sunday 28th June, 5.30 – 
7.30pm.  Songs will be popular and traditional and there will be guest performances.  Tickets 
are available from the Blewbury Post Office and Choir members. Tickets £12 for adults – £8 for 
children under 18 - which includes a glass of wine/soft drink. A proportion of the profit will be going to local charities.  

FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S UPCOMING EVENTS – EVERYONE WELCOME 
Church Tower Open day, Saturday 30th May, 1pm. A rare chance to climb the Church Tower and see Blewbury from 
above, hear a talk on the bells and church clock. Spaces still available; please book your place by emailing 
Fosmblewbury@gmail.com.  Not suitable for under 12’s.  
Children's events will be taking place on ground level including a teddy zip wire from the top of the tower. Bring 
your teddy! Do come along and join in the fun & games. Refreshments available  
St Michael’s Music Evenings. Friends of St Michael’s are offering a new summer season of four early Sunday evening 
concerts, featuring some of the most talented musicians from the professional Jazz scene. First up on 7th June is 
Bossa Gringo. This quintet will give us a great sunny start to the British summer with some exciting South American 
music. It promises to be a lively and entertaining evening. If you are not sure about jazz music, do give this one a try 
as we are sure you will be persuaded! Next up, and by popular demand, Jo Harrop will come back to Blewbury on 
5th July. Those who came to her last gig will remember her stunning voice and superb interpretations. 
Please support these concerts, not only will you enjoy a lovely evening of top-class live music in a great acoustic, but 
into the bargain a glass of good French wine is thrown in! Tickets (£20) should be available on the door, but we love 
it if you can buy in advance from the Post Office, or reserve for collection on the door (text or call Gill Loyd 07767 
463285). This will help us to get ready to start on time by 5.30pm. Doors open 5.00pm, see you there!  
Father’s Day Curry Lunch - After a few years of rest the hugely popular Curry Lunch is back! Sunday 21st June, to be 
held at Old Malthouse Close, Chapel Lane from 12.30pm. See page 9 for details. 
Deadline for 2027 Calendar photos: Tuesday 30th June. Please email your photos of the village all aspects, all 
seasons to Fosmblewbury@gmail.com for a chance to be in next year’s Village Calendar. 
Hold the date: future events, more details to follow 
Season of Jazz Concerts dates are 13th September & 11th October 
Barn dance – 17th October 
Autumn fair - 7th November 
Thank you for your ongoing support towards the preservation of this important historical church building in our 
beautiful village. Friends of St Michael’s Committee 

BLEWBURY SCHOOL PTA SUMMER FETE 
Sunday 14th June, 12 noon until 2.30pm. Please come and join us for the Summer Fete at Blewbury Primary School 
on Sunday 14th June. Enjoy a barbecue, stalls, games, a raffle, a bouncy castle, a bar and live music, while raising 
funds for the school. We would also be very grateful for donations of: 

• Teddies/soft toys, bottled drinks and chocolate for tombolas;  

• Good quality second hand toys and books. 
Please email pta@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk if you can make a donation.  

 

This month’s Food Bank dates are Saturday 30th May to Monday 8th June. The Didcot Emergency Foodbank is still 
helping a large number of needy families. Donation boxes outside the Charity School House on these dates or at The 
Post Office any time; local supermarkets also accept donations. All the usual items welcome; please ensure all food 
is within its sell by date. Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade preserves. Cash 
donations, however small, are also very welcome. https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate. 

BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY 
The winning numbers for this month's Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows:  
May Draw 1st - 074; 2nd - 094; 3rd - 025. The prize fund was shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners 
and £175.00 was raised for Blewbury Pre-School.  
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. Membership spaces 
are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also 
available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk .  
Meanwhile, there’s much more Pre-School news this month – see the articles on page 7. 

mailto:Fosmblewbury@gmail.com
mailto:Fosmblewbury@gmail.com
mailto:pta@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate
http://www.blewburypreschool.co.uk/
mailto:lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk
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BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 
Thank you to all who came and supported the Cleve Derby, the charity inter-pub football 
match in April. The Blueberry retained the cup with a superb 4–1 win! More importantly, 
thanks to your generosity (and thirst!) we raised a fantastic £1380 for Blewbury Pre-
School, and Blewbury School PTA also raised £450 with its barbecue. 
Blewbury Summer Dance, Saturday 27th June 
The annual Summer Dance will take place on Saturday 27th June in the garden of Ashbrook House, with music from 
the brilliant Too Much Stuff (you may remember them from previous Halloween discos and Beer Festivals). This is a 
great evening to get together with your village friends and beyond, to enjoy “bring your own” food and drink in 
beautiful surroundings, listen and dance to great live music. Gazebo set up 4–5pm Saturday; 
collect by 11am Sunday. 
A screen will be available to show the 10pm England–Panama group match. In the event of 
inclement weather, the Dance will move to the Village Hall. 
Tickets are £15 each and can be bought in advance via this QR code, online at: 
https://square.link/u/YTWbsRha or at the gate on the evening. 
Blewbury Garden Market, Saturdays, 9:15–11:00  
The BGM is held on Saturday mornings on the garage forecourt, giving Blewbury people an opportunity to sell excess 
home-grown or home-made produce and plants, to promote local food and reduce waste. We welcome all types of 
home produce for sale, including fresh fruit and vegetables, cut flowers, seedlings, bedding plants and perennials, 
free-range eggs and home cooking – such as jams and chutneys, bread, cakes and biscuits. Producers set their own 
prices for their sale items; the BGM takes a 10% levy to cover our costs. See blewburygm.co.uk/ for more 
information. 
Save the date: the Blewbury Beer Festival returns on 3rd October. Ten years after its inception in the Village Hall in 
2016, the Blewbury Beer Festival returns as an Oktoberfest in 2026. Make sure you put 3rd October in your diaries! 
Marquee: don’t forget that the BVS has a marquee which village groups can hire for a small charge. 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
Our big news is that the EV chargers are now up and running, thanks 
to a grant from OCC and the hard work of Lee Robinson from the 
BPC. There are two chargers with 22kW of charging power, and at a 
very competitive rate. We are now working on putting solar panels 
on the roof to offset our electrical consumption.  
Sadly, there will be no film afternoon in June due to lack of support; we hope to restart the films in the autumn.  
Our annual meeting will be on Wednesday 17th June at 7.30pm in the Vale room, everyone is welcome to come 
and talk to us about how we can move forward with this fabulous village venue, we currently have spaces for new 
trustees, (only 4 to 5 meetings a year) please email andrewforman@live.com for more information. 
Our highlighted groups this month are Blewbury WI and the new Karate class.  
Blewbury WI was originally formed in 1920, little is known of its early activities as it closed in 1957, and the archives 
were lost by Berkshire federation, but we know the two Miss Mellands were involved, they had a canning machine 
and were at the forefront of food production during WW2. However we were reformed in February 1966, so this 
year we celebrate our 60th birthday!  
A lot of people think that all we do is drink tea, knit, make cakes and sing Jerusalem, but actually, we are a forward-
thinking national organisation for women, we were born out of the suffrage movement, and have the best interests 
of women’s education, health and equality at the heart of our organisation. We have 11 main meetings a year at 
the village hall, during the winter in the Vale room, and the main hall in the summer, we enjoy talks and 
demonstrations covering art, history, geography, science and technology, culture, history and other topics, we 
organise outings, meals out, theatre trips, walks, coffee mornings and a book club along with our regular activities 
which you can read about on page 15. We support local charities and groups, this year we have given grants to the 
Amazons football team, Blewbury Cricket Club, Coffee & Kids, the Pre-School and to the new village skatepark, along 
with regular donations to the food bank. We help at the Manor Open Gardens and at the village bonfire night with 
mulled wine!  We are currently full, but we have a waiting list for future members, email blewburywi@gmail.com  
Yudansha Karate, weekly classes 3.45pm to 4.45pm 
Karate is a martial art that originated in Japan, (Kara = empty, Te = hand) symbolising that its practitioners, Karateka, 
are unarmed but use their hands and feet for blocking and striking. It is practised as a form of self-defence, a way 
of keeping healthy and as a sport. Get in touch with Jazz on 07891 511788. 

  

https://square.link/u/YTWbsRha
https://www.blewburygm.co.uk/
mailto:andrewforman@live.com
mailto:blewburywi@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL… 
We really appreciate the support and help of the Village with our fund raising which helps us to continue running 
our lovely Pre-School. Our Lottery takes place each month, where there is an opportunity to win one of the three 
prizes available if your lottery ball is drawn (see page 3 for this month’s result). Our Lottery Co-Ordinators, Vikki 
Claridge and Lisa Shayler, are stepping down this month and we would like to thank them for five years of amazing 
work for us.  Vikki and Lisa are handing over the baton to Philippa Ellis and Karen Green who will take over the 
reins. Please consider joining our Lottery to help us continue our fund raising – pop in and pick up an Application 
Form to join or contact us online: preschool@blewburypreschool.co.uk. 
Thank you to The Blueberry and The Red Lion, their two football teams, all those who organised the event and 
everyone who came along to support the wonderful Cleve Derby on 18th April (see the report in the BVS article on 
page 5) which raised £1380 for Blewbury Pre-School. We are so grateful for your help and encouragement.  
Thank you to Savages for donating play sand and compost to us. The children are busy planting up the potatoes, 
carrots, beans and peas that they have grown from seed, so the compost is really helpful in our raised bed. 
The money we receive from the Government helps to fund our teaching staff so the cost of running the Pre-School 
for all other outgoings such as utility bills, rent, insurance and maintenance, supplies of cleaning equipment, art and 
craft materials, etc is all funded from the generous support of our community. 
Situated in the heart of the village, we have been here for over 50 years providing high quality early years’ education 
to young children where every child is valued and their well-being and happiness is at the core of everything we do.  
We are delighted that 14 children will be going onto Blewbury Primary School at the end of July and we wish them 
all the very best for their next step.  We do have vacancies for children aged 2 ½ to 4 ½ years from September.  
Please get in touch with us to find out more and come and have a look around and meet our lovely staff.  Our 
telephone number is: 01235 851786 or email us at the above address.  We look forward to welcoming you and your 
children to our Pre-School. Sharon Phillips 

…AND DRINKS FOR PARENTS AND SUPPORTERS 
The Blewbury Pre-School committee are holding drinks at The Red Lion on Wednesday 17th June from 7.30pm. 
This is a chance to meet current parents and committee members in an informal setting. Please do come along if 
you’re new to the Pre-School, considering sending your child there, or would simply like to find out more about us. 
We would also warmly encourage anyone interested in joining the committee to come and have a chat. Without a 
committee, the Pre-School cannot continue to run, so we are particularly keen to welcome new members, as both 
the Chair and Secretary will shortly be stepping down. 
While the majority of the committee must be current parents, non-parents are also very welcome, and we know 
there are many Blewbury residents who could bring valuable knowledge, experience and support to the committee. 
So please do join us — whether you’re a current parent, prospective parent, new to the village, or simply interested 
in supporting the Pre-School and becoming involved. Any questions, please do send us an email at 
secretary@blewburypreschool.co.uk. We hope to see you on the 17th! Georgina Lesmoir-Gordon 

POETRY AT BLEWBURY SCHOOL 
Report from Picasso Class (their teacher had organised a whole school poetry day to start off the Summer Term) 
On Tuesday 5th May, we had a special visit from the poet James Carter. During an exciting assembly, we listened to 
his funny songs and poems, including a capybara song that he made up on the spot. Everyone enjoyed joining in and 
laughing together. Later, James worked with us to create our own class poem about our teacher, Miss Jackson. He 
encouraged us to use colours and powerful descriptions to make the poem more interesting and imaginative. We 
worked together to share ideas and turn them into a creative poem.  
Here is part of the poem we created: 
She’s a blaze of golden yellow, 
She’s a burst of silver-blue. 
She’s a silk scarf for a winter’s walk, 
A sea of stars. 
An ocean of calm, 
A wave of infinite happiness, 
A storm of sheer creativity, 
She’s Miss Jackson. 
The children really enjoyed the visit. Jameson said, “I liked the line ‘She’s a burst of silver-blue.’” Lucca added, “He 
was really entertaining,” and Samuel said he enjoyed all the nice words used in the poem.  
 
 

mailto:preschool@blewburypreschool.co.uk
mailto:secretary@blewburypreschool.co.uk
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CURRY LUNCH 
Sunday 21st June (Father’s Day) 12:30pm to 3:00pm 
The Curry Lunch is back, continuing the tradition of being held on Father’s Day - but it’s not just for fathers. Come 
and enjoy homemade curries with all the usual trimmings. It will be held at Old Malthouse Close, at the end of 
Chapel Lane. The event is being run by the Friends of St Michael’s; all proceeds will go towards maintenance and 
improvements to our beautiful church building. Tickets (£10 for adults, £5 for under 12s) will be available at the 
Blewbury Post Office from 1st June, or reserve tickets by email. If any tickets remain, they can be purchased at the 
event, but we would appreciate advanced purchases to help with catering. If you have any queries, would be 
interested in making a curry to share or want to reserve tickets in advance, please email karen.marsden@gmail.com. 
(Please note that there is no parking near the house.) 

UPDATE FROM BLEWBURY RESETTLEMENT SUPPORT TEAM (ReST) 
ReST continues to use funds raised in the village to support families living in Didcot who have been granted refugee 
status. Recently, we gave grants to six refugees so they could buy sewing machines and earn an income from making 
and repairing clothes and soft furnishings. A further grant went to help an Afghan doctor with language lessons so 
she can start practising as a GP here. We also continue to support two families through specialist maths tutoring. 
Thank you from ReST for all your support since 2021. 

TEAS IN CHURCH WILL BE BACK IN JULY AND AUGUST 
Advance notice: we will serve teas in St Michael’s Church, Blewbury every Sunday from 12th July until 30th August 
between 3pm – 5pm. £4 for a delicious piece of homemade cake and as many cups of tea as you’d like! £1 Squash 
and Kit Kat for children.  We hope to welcome back our faithful regulars and some new faces.  Everybody is welcome 
– come with a group or by yourself and join a friendly group – we are always pleased to see families, and children 
can occupy themselves in the children’s corner while parents enjoy their tea. Well behaved dogs are welcome too. 
There is always a very happy atmosphere and plenty of good friendly conversation and debate so do come and join 
us. We look forward to seeing you in our lovely old Church. All funds raised are for St Michael’s Church.  
As a taster (pun deliberate) we will have an afternoon of ‘Sing your Heart Out’ (see below) on 14th June. 
Pat Mattimore and Team 

SING YOUR HEART OUT 
Sunday 14th June 3.00pm, St Michael’s Church 

Love singing? Want to belt out all your best Primary School songs and favourite hymns? Now’s your chance! Come 
and join St Michael’s choir for a good old sing. 3pm Pimms and Hymns, 4pm Tea and Cake. 

COFFEE & KIDS! 
Bank Holidays are over for a while, so we can resume our sessions on the first Monday of the month for June and 
July. The next session will be on Monday 1st June from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall. 
We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. Here is a warm, friendly and 
safe place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys, learn 
to play together, do some craft activities and sing together! A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our costs. 
Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Any queries, contact Louise on 07837 009730. 

STYLE ACRE MIDSUMMER SOIRÉE 
Join us on Friday 19th June, 5pm-9pm, for a wonderful Midsummer Soirée at The Earth Trust, Little Wittenham, 
OX14 4QZ. Set in the beautiful surroundings of The Earth Trust, our Midsummer Soiree offers the perfect 
opportunity to enjoy a relaxed evening of entertainment and food. https://earthtrust.org.uk/ 

Dress code: summer smart/casual attire (no jeans, please) and enjoy an evening featuring:  

• Live music 

• Magic from the incredible Josh at Luland Magic https://www.lulandmagic.co.uk/  

• Delicious graze boards 

• Tea and Coffee 

There will also be a licensed bar where you can purchase a selection of drinks, plus a raffle with fantastic prizes. 

Don’t miss this relaxed evening in a beautiful setting. Tickets now for sale, £30 each from 
https://styleacre.org.uk/events/midsummer-soiree.   

Style Acre, which runs the Tea Room at Savages, is so much more than an Oxfordshire charity providing supported 
living and day opportunities to people with a learning disability and or autism. We are a community of thriving, 
engaged and connected people who strive to reach for the stars and fulfil their potential. 

  

mailto:karen.marsden@gmail.com
https://earthtrust.org.uk/
https://www.lulandmagic.co.uk/
https://styleacre.org.uk/events/midsummer-soiree
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News from St. Michael’s Church 
 

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle 
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 

 

How to contact us: - 
Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-2.30 
pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email office@churnchurches.co.uk. 
Website www.churnchurches.co.uk  
 

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the 
office via email or on the office number. 
 

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267   office@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

 

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730   revlouiseb@aol.com  
   

Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com 
   

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

 

In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link 
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline (15 minute night prayer) every 
weekday night at 8pm via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.   
 

Services for June 2026 at St Michael’s: 
 

Thursday 4th   7.00pm Time for Reflection 
 Sunday 7th June 1st Sunday after Trinity 

 8.00am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
All age service 

Wednesday 10th  7.30pm Fellowship group, Charity School House 
 Sunday 14th June 2nd Sunday after Trinity 

 10.30am Choir-led Taizé service 
 3pm Sing your heart out! 

 Sunday 21st June 3rd Sunday after Trinity (Sanctuary Sunday) 
 10.30am Parish Eucharist 

Wednesday 24th 7.30pm Fellowship group, Charity School House 
Thursday 25th  10.00am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion 

  Sunday 28th June 4th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Parish Eucharist 

REMINDER!  FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S TOWER OPEN DAY ON SATURDAY 30TH MAY  

 

As the Bulletin goes out before the end of the month, this is a reminder of the tower open day and 
activities for families. 

CAMPAIGNING is an important action that Mothers’ Union takes to improve 
the conditions of family life. This happens nationally, through government and 
local councils and globally across the world. It is not very well known, but MU 
has a voice in the United Nations and is particularly involved in committee 
discussions for the Commission on the Status of Women. Here is a small 
selection of MU political campaigning over the years: 
➢ In the early part of the twentieth century, MU campaigned to raise the minimum age of marriage to 16 years. 
➢ In 1945, MU lobbied with the National Council of Women and the WI for the introduction of family allowances to 

be paid directly to mothers. 
➢ In 2010 MU launched a report “Bye Buy Childhood” calling on the Government to prohibit sexualised media and 

marketing to children under 16 years of age. 
➢ We have now been called to take part in a government survey: “Growing up in the Online World”.   

As you see MU is a forward-looking Christian organisation, grounded in prayer and always with a focus to support loving 
family relationships. Our branch continues to meet monthly for a Holy Communion service followed by refreshments. 
This month the service is at 10am at St. Michael’s Church, Blewbury on Thursday 25th June. All are very welcome. Join 
us and Join in.                                      Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730, leader, Churn MU branch 

https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice
https://meet.goto.com/312446493
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Ada Lovelace and her Institute 
You may well be asking yourself: who was Ada Lovelace? Why am I choosing to write 
about her? 
Ada Lovelace is considered to be the world’s first computer programmer. She was 
born in 1815,  the daughter of Lord Byron, the famous poet. Her parents separated 
two months after she was born, and Ada herself, like many women from her social 
class,  was never sent to school. However, she received private tutoring, and in due 
course she became a highly talented mathematician. She was introduced to Charles 
Babbage, and produced a programme for Babbage’s “Analytical  Engine”,  the 
protype of the modern computer.  In 1835, Ada married William King, the 8th Baron  
King; a few years later,  her husband was created Earl of Lovelace, and so Ada 
became the Countess of Lovelace. Ada herself died in 1852. 
Ada was a remarkable woman, and the Ada Lovelace Institute was established in her 
honour in 2018. What does this Institute do? It focusses its work on trying to ensure 
that Artificial Intelligence benefits everyone in society. In its own words, the Institute aims 
“through research, policy and practice…to ensure that the transformative power of data and AI 
is used and harnessed in ways that maximize social wellbeing and put technology at the service 
of humanity”.   Do look at the Institute’s website – the Institute does excellent work, and its 
work deserves to be better known. See https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/  
Here in the Churn Benefice, we are holding a series of talks to help us all engage with the impact 
of AI in our lives. These talks are on the Second Sunday of every month, and are part of an informal 6pm service at St 
Andrew’s Hagbourne. They are designed for everyone, and everyone is very welcome. 
Like any technology, AI can be used for good, but it can also be used for bad.  It is up to us to determine whether AI will 
prove to be a blessing, or a curse. The UK Government is eager to push out the adoption of AI as rapidly as possible.  
But what sort of safeguards should be in place?   At the end of the day, AI isn’t about technology – it’s about people. 
How will AI contribute to human flourishing? Do come along to our talks, and share your thoughts. It will be great to 
hear your views.                                                                                            Father Jason 

Sing your heart out! Sunday 14th June at St Michael’s Blewbury 
3pm Pimms and Hymns    
4pm tea and cake 
Come and sing your favourite hymns and school assembly worship songs! 

Fellowship Group 
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month, 7.30 pm at the Charity School House. Everyone welcome! 
We are looking at 'what next for the disciples?', studying their stories after the Resurrection. 

Teas in St Michael’s Church  will return in the summer 
12th July- 30th August, 3 - 5pm  
See article on page 9.  

Calling knitting and crochet enthusiasts! 
We continue to support the hospital in Malawi with baby blankets, bonnets, booties and jumpers 
(please no onesies). All sizes welcome but small sizes are especially needed.  Deadline for these 
are end of June please. Enquiries with Elaine in the office, who has a small selection of patterns 
available too. 

I am again calling for crocheted or knitted Remembrance Day poppies. We have a bigger and better display 
in mind this year so we will need as many as we could get to add to what we already have. Patterns are 
available from Elaine in the Benefice Office.  

Food Bank Collection                                                                                Saturday  30th May - Monday 8th June 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Giving even one item to the Didcot Emergency 
Foodbank will make a difference to the Foodbank’s ability to help those in need. Drop off at the 
Old School House between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime.   
 
Financial contributions are also very welcome. Please donate directly to 
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ choosing “foodbank”  in the “fund” option.                                                   
St Michael's Action Group 

 
  

https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/
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MORGAN JONES, THE BLEWBURY MISER 1748 - 1827  
Morgan Jones was born in Llandovery in Carmarthenshire in 1748 and was educated at Jesus College, Oxford. In 
1781 Morgan was a curate in Ashton Keynes when the Rev John Keble offered him the position as the curate in 
Blewbury. Initially lodging with someone in the village, Morgan enjoyed life to the full. When he started to live by 
himself “parsimony overcame his appetite”. His stipend was £50 per annum and he received about £30 annually 
from some property he had inherited, but he managed to live on his surplice fees of only half a crown a week (12.5p). 
His purchases consisted of two necessities - bread and bacon - and a luxury, tea. By ordering, collecting and then 
paying for his bacon on three separate occasions he was able to receive three free meals from the farmer’s wife at 
Woodway Farm. He gathered sticks and brambles from the churchyard for fuel, had his shirt washed only 2 or 3 
times a month and used the hospitality of parishioners to eke out his own food. 
The coat with which he arrived in 1781 (pictured) was a 
tailcoat and was still being worn when he left 43 years 
later. When holes appeared, he patched them with 
material from the tail, and the coat eventually became a 
jacket. One day while walking back from Upton he came 
across a scarecrow whose hat was in a better condition 
than his own hat so he swapped the brims over. 
His sermons were said to have been very sound and much 
appreciated by the villagers; he seems to have been 
regarded as a sincere parish priest, if somewhat unusual. 
Several of his sermons were written on scraps of paper, 
clippings from the parish registers etc. One was written on 
top of an earlier one with the paper turned sideways! 
Towards the end he aged greatly and his memory failed. He 
occasionally would take a burial service in his ancient coat 
which was normally kept for his own garden. At length a 
relative was persuaded to take him back to Wales. In July 
1824 he preached his farewell sermon taking as his text the 
words of St Paul – “Finally brethren, farewell, be perfect, 
be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace and the 
God of love and peace shall be with you”. These words 
drew tears from the eyes of some of his congregation. 
He died in 1827, leaving £18,000. He had become quite well known during his lifetime and was mentioned in Charles 
Dickens’s novel Our Mutual Friend. Over the years many articles have been written about him, including one in a 
book entitled “English Eccentrics” by John Timpson. 
When he left Blewbury his coat remained in the village and was looked after by his friend Job Lousley. Through 
relatives the coat came into the care of Eli Caudwell of Ashbrook Farm and a longtime Blewbury churchwarden, who 
in 1904 had a glass-fronted case made to house the coat, toothbrush, slippers, red neckerchief, papers, letters, 
inkwell, and pen. By the same means the coat eventually came into the care of the Thomson family of Parsonage 
Farm and they have now passed it on to the Blewbury Local History Group for safekeeping. We are now its guardians; 
we are looking to conserve it and to find it a permanent home within the village. Mary Gaines   

BRIDGE CLUB 
Results of the Wessex League 2025-26: the season's winners are Oxford A (division 1), Blewbury (division 2), 
Aylesbury Aces (division 3) and Wallingford D (division 4). Congratulations to our team.  
Bridge problem (for answers, see page 19).  What can 
you infer about the missing hands and what do you do? 
Hand 1: you're West and you lead a heart.  Partner wins 
with the ace and cashes the diamond AKQ, declarer 
discarding a small club on the 3rd round.  Partner now 
plays a club, which declarer wins with the king in hand to 
lead a trump. 
Hand 2: you're East.  Partner leads a top diamond, 
holding the trick, then switches to the spade 5.  Your king 
wins, declarer following suit with the 8.  Partner's card 
suggests that someone has a spade singleton, but is it partner (continue spades and give partner a ruff) or declarer? 
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Online box office for all events @ our website www.blewburyplayers.co.uk or using QR 
codes below. Please do come along and enjoy our celebratory year! 
A FLYE ON THE WALL, By Catherine Flye  
20 June, St Michael’s Church, Blewbury. 7.30pm. Our online box office will open on 29 May. 
Tickets: £15 (to include a glass of wine).   
We are delighted that Catie and her friends are returning to help us 
celebrate our anniversary. They have performed so many enjoyable 

revues in Blewbury over the years. This will be based on the beloved tradition of the British Music 
Hall, the cast includes a company of old friends - Catie Flye and her cousin Ian Clarke tapping the 
ivories with gusto; Actor Garth Bardsley hot foot from the West End;  Soprano Rosa Lamoreaux 
all the way from Washington DC and our very own local thespian, Chris Mousley Jones. The show 
also includes musical favourites together with audience participation. 

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS, by Kenneth Grahame and adapted by Alan Bennett.   

15th -18th July 2026, Orchard Dene Garden Theatre, Blewbury.   

Our online box office opens 5 June. Tickets: Adult £17. Child £9. 

Come and enjoy the exploits and adventures of Toad and his friends Ratty, Mole and Badger. Will 

his friends be able to steer the motor-car-obsessed Toad away from his reckless behaviour? Can 

they help him mount a courageous mission to reclaim Toad Hall from the weasels? Alan Bennett’s 

adaptation is a satirical tale of nature, fun, friendship and loyalty. It’s an adventure which appeals to young and old 

alike, and Blewbury’s open air garden theatre is the ideal setting.  

Director Ed White chose this play because “it feels like Blewbury’s story”. He reflects that the noises, sounds and 

images, described in the book by Kenneth Grahame, all feel like they could be in this village. He also observes that 

“The script is wonderfully adapted by Bennett, the characters are immediately recognizable from the book, and we 

are going to have a lot of fun meeting them and creating their world.  When the cast read the script, the characters 

popped off the page. It's going to be joyous”. There are lots of worlds to be created by a large cast of talented actors 

of all ages; the riverbank, the Wild Wood, the open road, Toad Hall and many more. AND we have live musicians 

and the original songs from the National Theatre production. It’s all going to be a marvellous way of celebrating our 

50th anniversary. Do join us... 

AUDITIONS FOR A CHRISTMAS CAROL will be held on 12/13 September. 

We are delighted announce that Jo Laugharne will be directing this production at St Michael’s Church. Performances 

will be on 25-28 November. We are looking for an ensemble cast and are inviting those interested to join mixed age 

group workshop auditions. (There will be a handful of ensemble roles for children school year 6 and above). The 

rehearsals will be mainly at weekends starting 3 October. There will be some group singing at auditions but singing 

roles are optional. Please contact us to book your audition at blewburyplayers@gmail.com.  

BLEWBURY WI NEWS 
Our next monthly meeting is Wednesday 24th June at 7.30pm in the main hall of Blewbury Village Hall.  
Please note this venue!  We will be celebrating the summer solstice.  How exciting!  "Dabbling in Summer 
Solstice”.  In the Northern Hemisphere, the start of astronomical summer is Sunday 21st June so we will 

be celebrating this in our friendly group.  We hear we will be wearing a solstice flower crown, have a little session 
of yoga and meditation plus solstice snacks. AND we don’t have to get up at sunrise (phew)…Ladies, please bring 
scissors.  Led by Karen - we will be having a lovely sociable evening, no doubt. 
Blewbury WI is 60 this year! We will be having a “Tiaras &Tipples” garden party to celebrate, on Wednesday 17th 
June 2pm-4pm at Orchard Dene by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Laidlaw. Nibbles, a special cake and something fizzy 
or a soft drink. We will also be having some “entertainment” since it is such a very special occasion. 
For all matters to do with Blewbury WI, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.   

Mondays 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon 

Monday 1 June 10.15am Coffee morning Trish 

Friday 5 June 7pm Craft club Karen 

Monday 8 June 7pm Scrabble Lyn 

Thursday 18 June 2.30pm Rummikub Eli 

Friday 26 June 7pm Book Club Eli 

  

http://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/
mailto:blewburywi@gmail.com
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Quaker Wood volunteering, Thursday 4th June, 5 to 7pm and Saturday 13th June, 9.30 to 11.30am. The trees are 
doing well and the hedge is thriving. But weeds are starting to take over the hedge. We’ve started to remove them 
but it’s a long job. We need your help. We also need to weed inside the tree guards. Bring your own protective 
gloves, a drink and wear long sleeves. Meet at Quaker Wood but don’t feel restricted by the times; come for as long 
as works for you.  
Repair cafe. Sunday 14th June, 2 to 4pm. In the Melland Room at Blewbury Clubhouse 
and in BlewShed. Bring your household and gardening articles for repair including 
clothing, clocks and watches (yes, we have a new repairer this time) and electrical 
goods. Bicycles can be fixed and checked. We also sharpen small tools, knives and 
secateurs but come early: we can only sharpen two items per person if we are busy. 
Cash donations towards the hire of the room and refreshments welcome. Why not 
come along and see what we do and enjoy a cuppa with others from the village, 
hopefully sitting outside in the sunshine! 
Wanted: gardening tools for our volunteers. Do you have any spades, forks, buckets, 
shears, weeding tools etc etc surplus to requirements? We need some for our 
volunteers. Please email the secretary to arrange collection if you can donate any. 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE 
   FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME 

E-MAIL TEL NO. 

Zimmer frame with Buckingham Caddy 
  

Jane Kinniburgh 
janehkinniburgh@yahoo.co.
uk 

07787 237580 

Stainless steel fish kettle and lid 61cm x 17cm 
2 whole fish serving plates 56cm x 21cm and 58cm x 26cm. 
Large quantity of good quality plastic party/garden plates, 
bowls, wine and beer plastic glasses, metal looking plastic 
cutlery etc. 

Alan Cooper 
agc.mc1@gmail.com 

 

One single electric blanket, good working order, hardly used 
Pair of Bowers & Wilkins (B&W) speakers 32cm x 26cm x 20cm 

Anne Millman 
anne@annemillman.co.uk 

 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 

If you want to know more about Sustainable Blewbury and become a supporter who receives occasional newsletters, 
email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. 

  

mailto:info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk
mailto:info@applethorpedevelopments.com
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BLEWSHED NEWS 
BlewShed Maintenance: A big thank-you to Ron Rigley, Mark Griffin and others for all their hard work on the 
improvements to the electrical and lighting systems. The ring main and spur wiring upgrade is complete, and the 
much-improved LED lighting is much safer for wood and metal working. Very soon work can begin work on a dust 
extraction system for the woodwork area and compressed air system for the metalwork shop. Extra pairs of hands 
are always needed, so if anyone would like to help please let me know. Advice based on previous experience and 
expertise is welcome too. With the better weather, work can now recommence on the exterior of the building, such 
as cementing the roof tiles at the gable ends, keeping the hedge trimmed, proofing and painting fascia boards and 
general tidying. The more who help with these tasks the easier it becomes for those already at work on them. 
BlewShed Meetings:  Members and others in Blewbury enjoyed an enthralling evening of space age technology with 
BlewShed new member Richard Varvill explaining the Reaction Engines British hypersonic space engine project. This 
amazing work might have ushered in a British-led era of non-polluting, liquid hydrogen-powered and cheaper 
aerospace travel but for lack of investment - like so many UK technological innovations of the past. 

 
 
3-D Printing: BlewShed member Mario de Freitas has designed 3-D printed components himself and made them 
available online to 3-D makers’ groups. A recent survey amongst members by Mike Magnay revealed that there is 
strong interest in this area. Mario is talking and demonstrating on this at the 26th May meeting.   
Courses: If there is sufficient in 'green woodwork', Mark Griffin, a very experienced and skilful 'bodger', assisted by 
woodcarving colleagues, has offered to show small groups how to carve a 'green' wood spoon. Anyone interested 
should email secretaryblewshed@gmail.com or contact us at the Shed or via the website. 
BlewShed opening times: Monday 2-4pm, Tuesday 1.30-4pm, Thursday 2.00-4pm, Friday 2-4pm and Saturday 
afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm. Everyone is welcome to club nights on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at 
BlewShed. Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary https://blewshed.home.blog/news/ 

CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT 
Like many major cities, Vancouver is built on a large river estuary, which provides both a shipping port and a means 
to access the interior. There are 11 major bridges that cross the Fraser River in the Metro Vancouver region. The 
Fraser River is massive, so these crossings are spread across several municipalities. It is the longest river in British 
Columbia, and rises as a dripping spring near Blackrock Mountain in the Rocky Mountains, near the border with 
Alberta. It flows for 1,375 kilometres into the Strait of Georgia just south of Vancouver. It’s named after Simon 
Fraser, who led an expedition in 1808 on behalf of the North West Company which was instrumental in starting the 
gold rush. Several other rivers join it on its way south until approximately 64 km north of the 49th parallel, Canada’s 
border with the United States. Over 2.9 million people live in the Fraser Basin (two-thirds the population of British 
Columbia) and generates nearly 10% of Canada’s GDP, a fair proportion of which is centred on the salmon industry 
with species such as the Sockeye, Chinook, Coho, Chum and Pink Salmon, as well as the prehistoric White Sturgeon 
which can live for up to 100 years and grow up to six metres long! 
Such a large river necessitates many bridges! The five that connect the City of Vancouver to Richmond (the northern 
arm of the river) are the Arthur Laing (to YVR Airport), Oak Street (Highway 99), North Arm Canada Line (the 
SkyTrain), Marpole Canadian Pacific Rail Bridge (trains only) and the Knight Street Bridge, a major heavy traffic 
commuter crossing. And then there are another five road and rail bridges that connect to central points in the Lower 
Mainland such as New Westminster and Surrey, including the oldest major vehicle crossing, the Pattullo Bridge, that 
has just been replaced by a brand new four-lane one named the Riverview Bridge that is more seismically sound 
and offers proper separation for pedestrians and cyclists. The total budget for the new bridge is $1.637 billion. 
Finally, there are the massive ten-lane Port Mann Bridge linking Coquitlam to Surrey, the Golden Ears Bridge between 
Pitt Meadows and Langley, and the Mission Bridge that carries Highway 11 between Abbotsford and Mission to the 
East. Angela Hoy (ahoy2343@gmail.com) 
 

mailto:secretaryblewshed@gmail.com
https://blewshed.home.blog/news/
mailto:(ahoy2343@gmail.com
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BRIDGE ANSWERS 
For the questions, see page 13. 
Hand 1: shoot up immediately with the trump ace and give partner a club ruff.  (a) 
Declarer threw a club on the third round of diamonds, so he must have had a loser 
there! His holding can only be Kxx, making partner's club a singleton. (b) Partner's 
heart ace at trick one told you that declarer had the king, so declarer's hand is exactly 
6223 (six spades, three clubs, red doubletons). Partner is thus 2361 and this is your 

last chance to ruff a club.  (c) partner deliberately 
played a club when he had safer options, so follow 
partner's defence! 
Hand 2: wow, declarer followed suit at trick one!  Partner pre-empted on a six-card 
suit, vulnerable? Anyway, who has that spade singleton? Answer: it's probably 
partner. (a) a pre-empter usually has a singleton. (b) if declarer's short in spades, that 
would give him two singletons! He also had a singleton diamond, remember? That 
would be a truly exotic hand (i.e. unlikely) and in that case it wouldn't matter what 
you did now since declarer would surely have the rest of the tricks anyway! A bonus 
trick in spades would make no difference. Finn Clark 

OLLY GLOVER MP 
This last month has been full of interesting constituency visits, advice surgeries with constituents, and busy days 
campaigning for change in Parliament.  
Speaking in debates helps create change for local people and our community. I attended two e-petition debates 
that a significant number of constituents had signed to represent their views and concerns on maternity services 
and animal testing.  At Prime Minister’s Questions I challenged Keir Starmer on social and affordable housing, as 
new developments in the constituency continue to price out local people and young first-time buyers. The 
Government needs to support local councils to deliver truly affordable homes, alongside vital infrastructure. In 
addition, I spoke about the many cases of delayed licence renewal and medical assessments, calling for 
improvements to the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA). 
I was proud to represent the Wantage-based charity SUDEP Action in my 
debate on sudden and unexpected death in epilepsy (SUDEP) prevention. 
Founded by five women, the charity works tirelessly to support bereaved 
families and raise awareness. Multiple other MPs attended the debate, 
sharing their own constituents' stories and highlighting the repeated cycles 
of injustice that too many families have faced. The minister responded by 
promising to meet with me, and I look forward to discussing the next steps 
the Government needs to take. 
At a Wantage Chamber of Commerce event, local Wantage businesses 
raised the impact of changes to business rates, soaring energy costs and changes to employment legislation on their 
viability. Two weeks later, I made their voices heard to the treasury minister in parliament and will continue to push 
for a fairer deal for our local businesses.  
I also had the pleasure of visiting RAW Workshop, a social enterprise manufacturing high-quality furniture. The 
organisation channels their profits into their youth training schemes, supporting young people facing mental health 
and educational barriers, and adults re-entering the workforce. On a sunny day in Wallingford, I attended KatieFest, 
an inclusive rugby tournament for children and adults with special educational needs and disabilities, chatting with 
wonderful charities and parents. At the Didcot Powerhouse Fund Impact event, we celebrated the fantastic work of 
local groups and organisations for Didcot and the surrounding areas. It is a pleasure to spend time with so many 
people making a meaningful contribution to their neighbours and our communities. 
This month, my hardworking team and I passed the milestone of 15,000 individual cases handled since I was elected. 
As always, if there is anything you feel I can help with, please do not hesitate to contact me and my team at 
olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk or by leaving a voice message on 0207 219 7657. Olly 

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 
D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic 
Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.  
On 16th June there will be a talk entitled An ABC of Victorian painters by Simon Evers. 
For details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit https://didcot.u3asite.uk/. 

 

mailto:olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk
https://didcot.u3asite.uk/
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NATURE NOTES – THE RAVEN 
When you have a species whose collective noun is known as an ‘unkindness’ you would think it should be of some 
concern. However, I personally have been heartened by the return to the countryside of one of our much-maligned 
species, the Raven (Corvus corax). After many centuries of persecution both the population and the range of the 
Raven is once again increasing, admittedly from a low base.  
The Raven is widely distributed in the Northen Hemisphere and can be found from the deserts of the Dead Sea to 
the wind-swept Arctic tundra, from sea level, to scavenging titbits from Everest base camp at 26,000 feet. These are 
big, impressive birds with a wingspan of around 120 to 150cm, comparable to a Buzzard. They are jet black from 
head to toe. In flight they have a wedged shaped tail compared to the much more frequent Carrion Crow (Corvus 
corone), whose tail is much more ‘fan’ like. The Raven also has shaggy throat feathers (called hackles) and a deep, 
guttural ‘Gronk’ noise, compared to the ‘caw-caw-caw’ of other crows.  
They start breeding early in the year, with eggs laid sometimes in February. A typical clutch would be four to six eggs 
of variable colour, but generally of a speckled, bluish hue. Ravens pair for life and are extremely clever birds. For 
example, they are much better at mimicking human speech than Parrots. 
Many myths and legends are associated with Ravens, from Odin’s companion to Apollo’s messenger. In the UK the 
most popular legend is that if the Ravens ever leave the Tower of London, the Kingdom will fall! This legend probably 
originates from the time of Charles II, but may have not solidified in myth until WWII, where during the blitz the 
tower got down to a single bird, named Grip. Since then, numbers have increased to six ‘on duty’ Ravens, coupled 
with a few spares. The yeomanry post of ‘Ravenmaster’ was only officially created in 1968. Glen Meadows 

WILD OXFORDSHIRE 
Insect Week: Tiny Creatures, Big Impact 
They may be small, but insects make a BIG difference to nature recovery. From 22 June to 28 June, the Royal 
Entomological Society’s spotlight week is a celebration of all things insect. 
And these small critters really do make all the difference…there are more than 24,000 species in the UK alone, and 
they can be found in almost every habitat. Their jack-of-all-trades role spans pollinators, predators, pests, parasites, 
and prey, and the study of insects has long been central to conservation, food production, medicine, and ecology. 
At Wild Oxfordshire, insects are essential to our Yellow Wagtail 
Partnership project. Established in 2020 by patron Dr Robin Buxton, 
the Partnership works with the Earth Trust Church Farm 
Partnership and Lower Farm, to “learn and communicate as much 
as possible about the impact of different land management 
techniques both on this species and the wider environment”. 
As the Yellow Wagtail is a migrant species, insects are a vital part 
of its diet. Recent changes in farming practice and other human 
impacts on the landscape have led to habitat and insect declines, 
harming Yellow Wagtail populations. The bird is now on the 
conservation red list.  
How you can help 
Volunteer. We occasionally ask for volunteers on small projects to 
help with the Yellow Wagtail Partnership, ranging from helping out with fieldwork and managing data to creating 
visual aids for our work. Our partner, Earth Trust, regularly recruits volunteers. Whether you are out counting insects 
or sitting at a desk, volunteering with them will help them carry out their vital work on this and other projects. 
Have an idea for a research project? We are keen to hear from students and researchers about their research ideas 
and would be happy to discuss the possibility of using our site to support your research.  
Record your Yellow Wagtail sightings. Help us learn more about Yellow Wagtails in Oxfordshire by reporting your 
sightings to Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre https://www.tverc.org/ . 
Help to look after our grasslands. Stick to the path and avoid wandering 
into the fields as this may disturb nesting birds or lead to nest 
abandonment. Be respectful of the livestock, keep dogs on leads when 
there are calves in the fields. Remember to take your and your dog’s 
rubbish home with you. Don’t have barbecues on grasslands, as you may 
cause a fire. 
More details of our work and that of our partners are available online. 
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/ and https://earthtrust.org.uk/ 
Jessica Bouwer 

https://www.tverc.org/
https://www.wildoxfordshire.org.uk/
https://earthtrust.org.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 20 May 2026, Melland Room, Blewbury Clubhouse. 
Present: Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Andy Evason, Anne Millman, Sarah Parkin, Lee Robinson, Julia Saunders 
(chair), Mark Shayler and Iain Wood (lengthsman). Also present Michelle Taylor (clerk) and county councillor 
Rebekah Fletcher.  
There were apologies from: Lee Robinson, Ben Scott and district councillors Hayleigh Gascoigne and Andy Cooke. 
Local news – Biffa are due to carry out a deep cleanse operation in Blewbury from 22-25 June. This includes litter 
picking, sweeping and removing moss or weeds on pavements. If you know of an area of particular concern please 
contact the clerk.  
If you are struggling to afford your home oil heating costs, the Oxfordshire Crisis Support Scheme might be able to 
help you. https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/residents-support-scheme. Or contact 
them by phone, 01865 804171, or email RSSOxfordshire@necsws.com. Alternatively, there is support available at 
Better Housing Better Health, www.bhbh.org.uk. Call them on 0800 107 0044 or email to bhbh@nef.org.uk. Finally, 
for any other cost of living enquiries, you can contact the Council Community Hub. Call on 01235 422600 option 3, 
or email Communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk.  
Planning Applications  
Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All Blewbury planning 
applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in the planning section 
of the Vale of White Horse website. This has full details and plans for all applications. 
Responses to the District Council 
P26/V1113/HH: 6 Bohams Cottages Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QF. Removal of existing single storey 
side extension and replacement with new single storey side extension and alternations to existing. No objection. 
P26/V1101/HH: 31 Bridus Mead Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PJ. Two storey side extension. No objection. 
P26/V1213/LB: The Cleve South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. Removal of later (C18/19) infill to reveal original 
fireplace aperture in order to fully expose painted plaster to allow for examination and conservation of the painted 
plaster. No objection. 
P26/V1144/LB: Wayside Cottage Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QA. Replacement of section of rotten 
soleplate to the rear of the property and making good works. No objection. 
P26/V0832/HH: The Old Mill Berry Lane Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QJ. Erection of a part two-storey and part single-
storey rear extension with minor alterations to existing fenestration. No objection.    
P26/V1200/LB: Chapmans Nottingham Fee Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PG. Alter the thatching type of the barn from 
long straw to combed wheat reed. Alter the roof covering of the link building from timber shingle to clay tile. No 
objection. 
P26/V0846/HH and P26/V0848/LB: Humfreys London Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PB Extension and remodelling. 
No objection. 
Decisions from the District Council 
P26/V0326/FUL: Downside Farm Woodway Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9EX. Erection of storage barn. No objection. 
Granted on 1st May 2026. 
P26/V0292/HH: Orchard House Chapel Lane Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PQ. Proposed single storey rear extension, 
remodelling works including recladding of existing garage, replacement of front porch-veranda structure, changes 
to the fenestration and the introduction of PV panels. No objection. Granted on 8th May 2026.  
Need to contact your parish councillors? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane, 
Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End, Sarah Parkin Lowmans, South 
Street, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens, Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Ben Scott Little Morters, 
Dibleys, Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields,  
Michelle Taylor (clerk) 07968 772935 blewburypc@gmail.com  
The next parish council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 17 June 2026, in the Melland Room at the Clubhouse.  
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/help-rising-living-costs/residents-support-scheme
mailto:RSSOxfordshire@necsws.com
http://www.bhbh.org.uk/
mailto:bhbh@nef.org.uk
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en-GB&rs=en-US&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthandvalegovuk.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FCommunities-Team-HealthandCommunityProgrammes%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F5e021b22452c4931a35928edba38fd4f&wdexp=TEAMS-TREATMENT&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=8F9211A2-9082-1001-0726-C4575F001FB4.0&uih=sharepointcom&wdlcid=en-GB&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v2&corrid=389b4936-c66f-0869-0591-c7348bb84b27&usid=389b4936-c66f-0869-0591-c7348bb84b27&newsession=1&sftc=1&uihit=docaspx&muv=1&ats=PairwiseBroker&cac=1&sams=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&sdp=1&hch=1&hwfh=1&dchat=1&sc=%7B%22pmo%22%3A%22https%3A%2F%2Fsouthandvalegovuk.sharepoint.com%22%2C%22pmshare%22%3Atrue%7D&ctp=LeastProtected&rct=Normal&wdorigin=TEAMS-MAGLEV.undefined_ns.rwc.LOF&wdhostclicktime=1778233647277&afdflight=20&csiro=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are 9th and 23rd June. For 
further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966 or contact 
Maureen Knapp, Club Chairman - maud24a@gmail.com. We would welcome any new members to join us.  

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or online services 
like health and banking. Events and support are free and open to all. Tech support is free for computer users in Aston Upthorpe 
Village Hall (OX11 9EQ) on Tuesday 16th June from 10:00 to 12 noon. Book a one-to-one appointment with a digital helper or 
apply to join 10:30 briefing + Q&A on Landline Switchover to Digital by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 07780 
958249. Didcot based charity, Getting Oxfordshire Online, would love to have your unwanted laptops, tablets and 
smartphones to distribute to others who are not able to have their own. Demand in the county is greater than supply so any 
used devices would be welcome. Contact us by email or phone as above. 

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in hospitals, 
doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service which relies entirely 
on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to arrange a driver. Please note that 
journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad. 
To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be prompted to 
leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name and telephone number. 
Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 

  VILLAGE DIARY for June 2026 Page  
Monday 1 10 - 11.30 am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 9 
Thursday 4 5 - 7 pm Sustainable Blewbury volunteering, Quaker Wood 17 
Sunday 7 5.30 pm Jazz concert: Bossa Gringo, St Michael’s Church 7 
Tuesday 9 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Tuesday 9 7.30 pm Local History Group meeting, 9 Westbrook Green 1 
Saturday 13 9.30 am - 12 noon Sustainable Blewbury volunteering, Quaker Wood 17 
Sunday 14 12.30 - 2.30 pm School PTA Summer Fete, Blewbury School 3 
Sunday 14 2 - 4 pm SB Repair Café, Melland Room and BlewShed 17 
Sunday 14 3 - 5 pm Sing Your Heart Out, St Michael’s Church 9 
Tuesday 16 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for July Bulletin - 
Wednesday 17 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21 
Wednesday 17 7.30 pm Blewbury Pre-School drinks, The Red Lion 7 
Wednesday 17 7.30 pm Village Hall Annual Meeting, Village Hall 5 
Saturday 20 7.30 pm A Celebration of Blewbury and the Players - Catie Flye, St Michael’s Church 15 
Sunday 21 12.30 pm Curry Lunch, Old Malthouse Close, Chapel Lane 9 
Tuesday 23 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Tuesday 23 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 18 
Wednesday 24 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: Summer Solstice, Village Hall 15 
Saturday 27 evening BVS Summer Dance, Ashbrook House 5 
Sunday 28 5.30 - 7.30 pm Blewsing Summer Concert, St Michael’s Church 3 
Tuesday 30  Deadline for 2027 Calendar photos 3 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and 
immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services, 
are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement 
of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes: 
• 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)    • 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)    • 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 
Please note that artwork is printed in black and white only. You can also send plain text for us to fit into an appropriately sized box. If you are 
advertising a village event you can also present it as plain editorial, i.e. not highlighted in a box, for no charge.  
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk in the first instance, ideally as a Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
PowerPoint, JPEG or PDF attachment. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment must be received before the Bulletin goes 
to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the Advertising Manager to make the arrangements. 

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, submitted in the same way as advertisements – see above. 

We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication 

must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The 

editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin. 

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information, 

the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplin1@gmail.com. 

Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplin1@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution 

Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson 

treasurer@blewbury.co.uk  Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk. 

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
Normal hours: Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm. 
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