Blewbury Parish Council

Clerk to the Council
Miss M Taylor

21, Chilton Field Way
Chilton

Oxfordshire, OX11 0SQ
blewburypc@gmail.com
07968 772935

MINUTES of the meeting of the

Parish Council held on Wednesday 15" April 2026 at 7.00 pm in the Melland Room at
the Blewbury Clubhouse.

In attendance:

Cllr. Julia Saunders- (Chair)
Clr. Anne Millman

Cllr. Andrew Calder

Cllr. Andy Evason

Cllr. Lee Robinson

Cllr. Mark Shayler

Cllr. Sarah Parkin

Cllr. Shelia Austin

Cllr. Benedict Scott

Parish Clerk: Michelle Taylor
Hall Administrator: Evi Holroyd
1 x Members of the public

1. Apologies for Absence
-District Councillors Hayleigh Gascoigne, Debra Dewhurst and Andy Cooke

2. Declarations of Interest- Cllr. Robinson under item: 4.2- Planning Decision from
Vale of White Horse.
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3. Public Participation- Evi Holroyd raised concerns with regards to litter around the
village, especially during the summer holidays and after public events, along with dog
waste bags not being disposed correctly and being left on the ground. Suggestions were
put forward to ask all organisers to do a post litter pick around the village after public
events and to publicly organise a volunteer litter pick annually. An initiative was raised
to invite local children to collect litter safely around the village and be rewarded as a
reminder of how importantitis to dispose of your litter correctly. A campaign to remind
residents to dispose of their dog waste bags correctly and a social media campaign to
seek volunteers to be involved in the village litter pick were also discussed.

Planning Matters
4. Planning Updates

4.1. Planning Applications — for review and comments

e P26/V0584/HH Penny Chase Bessels Way Blewbury Didcot 0X11 9NH
Proposal: Demolition of loose boxes, rear extension with room in the roof

Blewbury Parish Council has no objections to this planning application.

4.2. Planning Decisions from Vale of White Horse DC-Council to note

e P26/V0114/LDP 6 Chailey Gardens Blewbury Didcot OX11 9FL

Proposal: Formation of habitable room in roof space with front and rear Velux
rooflights.

Decision: Certificate of Lawful Use or Development on 19th March 2026.

e P26/V0331/AG Winterbrook Farm Bessels Way Blewbury Didcot OX11 9NL
Proposal: Straw shed

Decision: Agricultural Development - Application Not Required on 25
March 2026.
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Reports & Updates

5. County Councillor- Cllr Rebekah Fletcher- April report received and circulated to
Council. Appendix 1 (BPC Website) Cllr Fletcher highlighted the repair works being
conducted on the A417 and reported that an additional night would be required to finish
the works. Once the road works are completed, an officer will inspect the road to
ensure all areas have been finished to a high standard. Cllr Fletcher confirmed that the
repairs on the road to Upton from Blewbury should start soon and that the budget for
the crossing on the A417 by Savages has been approved.

6. District Councillor - Cllr. Hayleigh Gascoigne, Cllr. Debra Dewhurst and Cllr. Andy
Cooke-Apologies acknowledged. April report received and circulated to Council.
Appendix 2 (BPC Website)

7. Lengthman’s Report - lain Wood

7.1. Melland Room Stone. lain announced the Melland Room stone has now been
delivered and will be installed in due course.

7.2. Ferris Mower Repairs. lain updated Council members on the repairs required to fix
the Ferris mower and confirmed that the mechanic is due to meet him on site.

7.3. Tennis Club border/carpark (IW/MS). lain confirmed the border has now been
cleared of shrubbery, and the area will be covered with membrane, followed by gravel.

Clubs and Societies

8. Clubhouse

8.1. Council to note Hall Administrator Report. March report circulated to Council.

8.2. Roof Repairs and protection. Update on the repair to the Clubhouse roof ahead of
the Cricket Season. (SA) Cllr. Austin announced two companies are due to meet with
her on site to discuss the works and obtain quotations. An update will be given at the
next meeting of Full Council.

9. Traffic & Safety
9.1. Speedwatch data report for March and data trends over time. Report circulated to
Council and noted.

9.2. Update on installation of traffic calming measures; Wig Wags, informal bollards,
crossing at Savages (AM): the Wig Wags and bollards are in place and finance allocated
for the crossing at Savages. Cllr Millman announced contact had been made with the
County Councillor requesting the OCC policy and information concerning speed limits
on the two main roads through the village.
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10. Environment (AM)

10.1. Cob Wall Ownership/Maintenance/Village Fund (AC & JS) Cllr Saunders clarified
the confusion around the up-and-coming football charity event being arranged by the
BVS. This has now been resolved and the fund raiser is being held for Blewbury Pre-
School.

10.2. A417 London Road flood alleviation (AE & AM) Cllr Evason confirmed this is still
ongoing and will report on any further update the next meeting of Full Council.

10.3. Church End flood alleviation (AE & AM) Council resolved to move this item under
Part 2 of the agenda.

10.4. The Cleve / Spring Lane (AC, JS & LR) Cllr Saunders announced the ownership of
Spring Lane is still being investigated, as this is imperative to establish if the land is
registered prior to any works being carried out.

10.5. Review of BPC Neighbourhood Plan update: (AM & LR) Cllr. Millman and ClLr.
Robinson announced reviews of the Neighbourhood Plan will be conducted over the
Summer.

10.6. To receive an update on installing a bench at the bus stop near Savages A417 (AC)
Cllr Calder circulated various bench options to Council members for consideration.
Council agreed and approved a budget of up to £1000 to purchase and install a beach
with a back which reflects the aesthetics of the village.

10.7. Sustainable Blewbury update & AGM (AM) Cllr Millman announced the AGM was
being held on the 22nd April at the Manor and that as per the Green Spaces Policy,
Sustainable Blewbury are now managing the grass land around the Chalk pits.

Administrative Items

11. Approval of Minutes

11.1. The minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 18" March 2026 were approved.
11.2. To review the effectiveness of Communications (AM/SP) The Clerk announced the
noticeboard by the school has now been refurbished and is available for use for
displaying Parish Council information/events going forward.

11.3. Plan for AGM 2026. To confirm list of attendees and schedule of the event.
Council agreed to hold the AGM on the 21t May 2026 in the village hall in conjunction
with the BVS. The Clerk to send invites and confirm attendance.

12. Finance
12.1. March payments were approved (Appendix 3)
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Projects & Ongoing Matters

13. Skatepark Tender Update (AE & AC)

To receive an update from Skatepark Working Group to include Commes. Cllr Austin
announced a consultation meeting for the village would be taking place on the 29" April
@ 6:30pm at the village hall. All residents and children are welcome.

Correspondence & Reports

14. Action Points
See Appendix 4 for update on actions.

15. Chairman’s Report
For information only — any additional updates. Cllr Saunders reported on the Armillary
Sphere celebration which was well attended.

16. Councillors’ Reports

Other updates from Parish Councillors (not listed on agenda) Cllr Robinson announced
that the Borehole equipment in the plantroom of the Clubhouse needs to be moved to
be able to install the new smart meter. Cllr Robinson confirmed the quote had been
received and the cost for the works to be carried out is estimated around £4000. It was
proposed by Cllr Saunders and agreed by all Council members for the works to be
completed for future sustainability.

17. Future Agenda Items
e Neighbourhood Plan Review - (Following the adoption of the OCC Local Plan)
e Flooding Updates-A417 London Road & Church End
e To review the effectiveness of Communications

18. Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday, 20 May 2026 followed by the AGM being held on the 21 May 2026

PART 2
Exclusion of Press and Public

To resolve that under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act
1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of
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business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest due to the confidential
nature of the business to be transacted.

Further to correspondence received by the owner of Millbrook cottage concerning water
ingress to the property allegedly following works commissioned by OCC it was agreed
that Cllrs Evason and Scott would meet to review and recommend next steps / liaison
with OCC. A letter explaining this will be sent by the Clerk to the owner of the property.

Appendix 1

County Councillor report |

Date: April 2026

Author: Cllr Rebekah Fletcher

Parishes: Blewbury, Chilton, Harwell, Upton, Western Valley
Contact details: rebekah.fletcher@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Dear Parish Councillors and residents,

Over the last few weeks, I've had a short period away, so thank you to those who've patiently
waited to hear back from me. | really appreciate your understanding; I’'m working steadily through
messages and queries and will respond as quickly as | can.

| hope everyone had a restful Easter period. Working in higher education, | was fortunate to have a
full week off, which gave me the opportunity to catch up on council duties and some important
pieces of work that have been moving forward over recent months.

One significant development this month has been the opening meeting of the review panel
examining the circumstances around the forced academisation of an Oxfordshire SEND school. |

was asked to chair this panel. The review will look carefully at what happened, how decisions were
reached, and whether there were shortcomings in process or communication. If any families or staff
have been affected by the situation at Woodeaton and would like to contribute, please do get in
touch — | am keen that the panel hears from as broad a range of experiences as possible.

A large part of the last couple of weeks has also been taken up with emails, calls and meetings with
officers in relation to highways issues across the division.

After first raising concerns on 3rd March, the problematic lane markings at the Milton Interchange
have now finally been corrected. This followed discussions with officers, who advised that the
replacement markings were technically “legal”. There was a strong cross-party effort to have the
lines reinstated to their previous layout, and I’'m pleased that this has now been achieved.
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In Blewbury, some long-awaited roadworks were left only partially completed and to a poor
standard. After visiting the site and documenting the areas of concern, I've been promised a further
update by the end of this week.

Finally, SGN unexpectedly announced proposals for a major closure of Harwell High Street lasting
over three months. Following several calls with senior officers, this plan has now been withdrawn
and replaced with temporary traffic lights while a gas main is replaced. The caveat remains that if
work uncovers a particularly awkwardly located main, this could still revert to a full closure. If that
happens, | have been clear that a comprehensive plan must be in place for access, parking, bin
collections and deliveries, and that a shuttle bus must be provided at SGN’s expense to maintain
access to bus services.

| will continue to push for clearer information and better communication around highways works,
and appreciate your patience while | try to push through the improvements we’re all hoping for.
Best wishes

Bekah

Transport update

A4130 Steventon Lights scheme - from now until April 2026, Trenchard Avenue will be
closed. There are multi-way signals at the High Street junction on the temporary roundabout, and
nighttime resurfacing at the end of the month. Update is here: A4130 Steventon lights

A34 Northbound Chilton-Milton - 27t — 30t April there is carriageway closure for survey
works overnight only from 9pm to 6am.

A34 Southbound Milton-Chilton - 20t to 23" there is carriageway closure overnight only
from 9pm to 6am. Please keep an eye out for additional A34 closures; there are a lot of them over
the next couple of months but full closures are being kept to overnight works.

Harwell Link Road — Until 23rd April there are multi-way signals that are likely to cause delays.

High St and Drewitt’s Corner, Harwell — 10" — 13* june there will be a full closure for road
surfacing. Closure may potentially be overnight only 20:00-6:00; will confirm when | know more.

Dene Hollow, Chilton — 25t March to 27t March there will be a closure while Openreach fix a
pole.

Please continue to report any highway defects on www.fixmystreet.com.
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Other news and information

Harwell Campus consultation — Harwell campus is consulting on its long-term plans for the
site. There will be a programme of in-person events, but you can also offer your feedback here:
www.harwellcampus.com/future-vision/

Local Government Reorganisation - Three different unitary models have been proposed for
Oxfordshire. A ‘minded-to’ decision on whether there will be one, two or three unitary authorities
for Oxfordshire is expected on or shortly after 16 July.

HWRC Booking System - You now need to book a slot to visit any of the Household Waste
Recycling Centres. When visiting, you will need to bring proof of address. If you’re unable to sort
your recycling in advance, you will be asked to do so onsite in the designated sorting areas. For more
information or to book your slot, go to: http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/hwrcbooking or call 01865
519800.

Carers Phone Friends — This service from Carers Oxfordshire offers support to unpaid carers by
connecting them with trained volunteers who understand the challenges of caring. You can find out
more, make referrals or volunteer here: https://www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/carers-phone-friends/
or by calling 01295 234 850.

Councillor Priority Fund - All County Councillors have access to a pot of funding to support
local community projects. Applications are open until November 2026. The minimum grant is £500,
and there are rules regarding eligibility of applicants and projects. You can read more at
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/communities/councillor-priority-fund

Councillor queries

Recent queries I've raised on behalf of residents and Parish Councils include:

Ticket description Status Outcome/latest information

Traffic calming Harwell IN PROGRESS Works have now been confirmed. No news on traffic calming, but the resurfacing that we
village want to take place in advance of this has now been scheduled for June

GWP adoption ONGOING Spine roads adoption currently stuck in negotiations between Leap Utilities, SODC and

Taylor Wimpey. We can’t adopt any estate roads until the spine roads are adopted. Latest
update: main spine road close to adoption once some verge clearance sorted —adoption
of sewers still in progress

Repeated damage to the electrical unit at the skate park — Taylor Wimpey is in
discussions with SSE on providing a more robust housing unit. Still not happened and box
broken into again — have followed up twice

Damage to electrical unit at
skate park, GWP

Blewbury road safety ONGOING Funding for a puffin crossing at Savages has been submitted for inclusion in forward plan of
works (2026/27 financial year) — officer contact should be in touch shortly
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Harwell roadworks

Road safety issues on A417

Coffin Way cycle path

Newbury Road speed

Harwell — High St.
flooding

Harwell — pavement repairs
and maintenance

Rat infestation

Blewbury Road signs

Grove Road flooding
Blewbury flooding
OFS reorganisation
Icknield Way footpath
improvements

Reading Road - flooding

Flooding Frank Williams Way

Hagbourne Hill
improvements

Potholes escalation by
Harwell Campus

Milton interchange
remarking
London Road resurfacing

Harwell High St SGN works

20 mph signs Harwell

IN PROGRESS

IN PROGRESS

HANDED OVER

IN PROGRESS

IN PROGRESS

IN PROGRESS
RESPONSE
RECEIVED

AWAITING
RESPONSE

AWAITING
RESPONSE

COMPLETE

AWAITING
RESPONSE

IN PROGRESS

RESPONSE
RECEIVED;
FOLLOWED UP

COMPLETE
COMPLETE
AWAITING
RESPONSE

IN PROGRESS

AWAITING
RESPONSE

Investigation into the Grove Road works is ongoing — | have pushed for more information
on this. After raising with Officers in context of roadworks in the area in general not
meeting expectations, was offered a meeting — provided availability and then no
response

Crossing confirmed at the Winnaway, with other speeding measures to be included as
part of the works. Have asked for an update. Included in budget for 26/27, so officer
should be in touch shortly.

Requested briefing on previous work re: footpath/potential cycle route between
Blewbury and Upton — relevant officer on leave. Meeting date being arranged but keeps
being passed around to different people.

Have asked about possibility of reducing the adopted section of Newbury Road to 20mph
due to number of houses facing straight onto road and considerable traffic — should be
taken up by County Clir for Charlton, Ardington & Hendreds

Visit undertaken 6t Jan — waiting list for drain maintenance c. 10 months — have followed
up with colleagues on interim measures.

Church Lane, School Lane, Kings Lane, Jennings Lane, The Cleave, Brookside,

Gaveston Road, Loder Road, Westfield, The Styles, Manor Green, Townsend, The Croft,
Barrow Road, Tyrells Close, Broadway Close, and The Park — all earmarked for footway
slurry. Additionally, Didcot Road, Blenheim Hill, and Burr Street are marked for footway
reconstruction, while Westfield Road is set for carriageway surface inlay.

Current estimated date: June 2026

Pest control should now have attended but still awaiting follow up — chased again on 24th
March. Will escalate — again.

Visit took place 19th February — multiple signs scheduled for replacement.
Grove Road persistent flooding since 2017 — SODC engineer to visit but must wait for
current flooding to subside to investigate properly. Chased now flooding receded

Sheencroft corner flooding problems - escalated directly to officers at both OCC and VOWH.
Been told to “expect update” but drainage backlog is huge

Qu’s from Didcot firefighters — handed over to cabinet member. Briefing due in April.

Query re: impassable footpath. Project now starting to replace surface with limestone in
some places, tarmac in others (depending on landowner agreements)

Flooding query - now that the weather has turned, asked for flooding sites to be
reinvestigated.

TW have cleared the beany blocks and swales but the road is still a mess - OCC referred to
District so have contacted Biffa for clearance. They have said “ASAP”

Query re: safety improvements, kerbing/widening etc. Initial response is that we are
currently reviewing historical planning decisions, with a view to selecting the best option
for improvement, but no firm plan yet. I've asked for a timeline.

Query re: pothole repair failure - now filled

Apologies on poor comms; lines now put back to how they were prior to resurfacing.

Roadworks incomplete and of poor quality; followed up directly with Director of Highways
to establish solution

Original proposed full closure now expected to be lane closure subject to location of gas
main. Still struggling to get clarity on exact dates and location of traffic lights.

Query about odd location of some 20mph signs, blocking pathways.
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Appendix 2

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT — ANDY COOKE

Planning Update

New system

Vale are preparing to move to a new Planning and Land Charges system as the current system is
nearing the end of its support lifecycle, which means it will no longer receive essential updates.

Key dates:
e Planning system downtime: 9-23 April 2026
e Land Charges system downtime: 9 — 30 April 2026
¢ New planning system goes live: 23-24 April 2026
Once complete, there will be changes to the look and feel of the new site.

There will be support and guidance, including a Town & Parish Council briefing event (an online
forum) on Tuesday, 21 April 2026 at 6 to 7pm. The forum will provide an overview of the upcoming
changes to our Planning and Land Charges systems .

Planning Legislation Changes

From 26 March, if we, as the Local Authority, are minded to refuse a planning application for 150
homes or more, the application must now be referred to the Secretary of State (SoS). The SoS will
review the case and state whether we may proceed to issue the refusal, or whether they intend

to call in / recover the application and take over the decision.

For Planning Committee decisions, where the Vale Planning Committee overturns an officer
recommendation for approval and resolves to refuse the application, the next step will be a referral
to the SoS before any formal decision can be issued. Please see the link to the legislation for further
details.

The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) (Amendment and
Transitional Provision) Order 2026

Given we have a 5 year housing supply, the majority of applications we receive for over 150 houses
are connected to already-allocated sites, therefore we don't envisage there will be many situations
where the referral to the SoS will occur.

Local Government Reorganisation
The LGR consultation has closed. We won’t hear the Government’s decision until late this year.

We have heard that the Government are setting up a “Greater Oxford Corporation” to support
development in and around Oxford. Coincidentally on exactly the boundaries for “Greater Oxford”
proposed by Oxford City Council in their Three Councils proposal (which is not compliant with the
population figures given as a guidance).
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The Government have stated that this does not indicate any decision being reached on the LGR
guestion here.

Beyond the unitarization, the new Higher Tier of Local Government (“Strategic Authorities”) is still in
embryonic state. Locally, we’ve put forward Oxfordshire plus Berkshire to become a Mayoral
Strategic Authority. Whilst Buckinghamshire would likely be a good fit with us, they appear to have
refused to engage with anyone.

Early indications are that a “Foundational Strategic Authority” (with less powers) is being considered
for us by Government, and they seem to want to jam Swindon in with us as well. More information
as it becomes available (The Government had been expected to publish its proposals early this week,
but we’ve just been informed that they are now delaying this until after the local elections).

Great Western Park GP surgery

A new developer has finally been appointed for the Great Western Park surgery, following lengthy
work and pressure.

London-based Apsley Henley Med Ltd has now been appointed the new developer for the Great
Western Park project.

Whilst there are still several legal hurdles to clear, this is a significant step.
Biodiversity Report

Vale of White Horse District Council has published a new biodiversity report. This is the first time the
council has put together such a document which depicts the natural highlights in the district,
including the largest surviving example of alkaline fen in central England at Cothill and an increasing
water vole population in the River Ock. The report also sets out the council’s actions to conserve and
enhance the area’s natural world.

The new report can be downloaded here — 2026 Vale of White Horse biodiversity duty report.

All the best,
Andy Cooke

Clir Andy Cooke, Drayton Ward, VoWHDC
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Appendix 3

Finance March 2026

Inv Date PAYMENTS TO APPROVE IN MEETING Payee Amount
12.11.2025 |Annual Support Defib Units The Community Heartbeat Trust Ltd 456.00
31.03.2026 |Disc Cutter hire/Skate Ramp Repairs Didcot Plant Hire 239.96
31.03.2026 |2x Padlocks for Metal Shed and Gate Mr | Bacon 94.58
31.03.2026 |Churchyard Maintenance-March Cut J.J Woodage 200.00
31.03.2026 |Annual Membership Community First Oxfordshire 70.00
31.03.2026 |Annual Membership Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association 62.00
30.03.2026 |Transfer to gov.uk email accounts Parish Online 242.40
PAID: Salaries for March Month, Paid on 02.04.2026
02.04.2026 |March Cleaning Clubhouse & Village Hall Jayne Newman 487.40
02.04.2026 |M Taylor, March M Taylor 1,502.52
02.04.2026 |Expenses, Working from home allowance, March M Taylor 26.00
02.04.2026 |Village Hall and Clubhouse Administrator Salary, March Helen Evi Holroyd 1,045.85
02.04.2026 |Expenses, Working from home allowance, March Helen Evi Holroyd 26.00
02.04.2026 |Lengthman Service Salary, March lain Wood 949.85
02.04.2026 |[Employer/ee Tax/Ni Contributions, March HMRC 687.15
02.04.2026 |Payroll, March SME Accounting Services Ltd 20.00
PAID: Direct Debits/Standing Order
05.03.2026 |BT Group PLC-Internet (Clubhouse) Bt Group PLC 35.94
12.03.2026 [Scout Hut Electricity SSE Energy 334.76
17.03.2026 |Bank Charges Lloyds 4.25
19.03.2026 |Clerk and Lenghtmans Pension Contributions, February NEST Pensions 207.48
23.03.2026 |Waste Collection Biffa 173.52
PAID: Since previous meeting
05.03.2026 |Printer Paper Amazon 15.48
25.03.2026 |Armillary Sphere Celebrations Expenses Dr J Saunders 60.00
25.03.2026 |Armillary Sphere Celebrations Expenses Mr B Scott 142.63
02.04.2026 |Clerk's Mobile Phone Top-Up EE 10.00
02.04.2026 |Clubhouse Cleaning Materials Amazon 59.93
02.04.2026 |Clerk Stationary Amazon 21.39
02.04.2026 |Lenghtmans Expenses Amazon 32.96
Total Expenditure 7,208.05
RECEIPTS
11.03.2026 |Skatepark Donation Just Giving Page 3,929.34
31.03.2026 |Deposit Account Interest for March Lloyds 156.16
Total Income 4,085.50
Appendix 4

Actions from April Meeting, table 1

Item Action Ownership

10.6 Purchase bench and arrange installation Cllr. Calder/Cllr. Shayler

16 To arrange the works in the Clubhouse Cllr. Robinson

Plantroom to move the borehole equipment
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Outstanding Actions from previous meetings - table 2

Account from Lloyds to
Unity Bank

Iltem | Mtg Action Ownership Update on action
8 December | Clubhouse roof tile repair | Cllr. Austin In Process
10.2 December | Clubhouse Roof Repair- Cllr. Millman In Process
Research into preventive | and Cllr. Austin
measures to protect the
Clubhouse Roof from
further damage during
the Cricket season.
10.3 December | Removal of shrubsin lain/Cllr. In Progress
Clubhouse Car Park to Shayler
allocate extra parking
13.2.1 | December | Toreview land registry for | Cllr. In Progress
Spring Lane Robinson/Cllr.
Saunders
January Transfer their current 32- | Clerk In Progress
day notice account with
15.4 Lloyds to Unity Trust
Bank.
16 January Transfer of email Clerk In Progress
accounts to gov.uk
12.2 February Cob Wall Cllr. In Progress
Ownership/Maintenance- | Saunders/Clerk
To setadate fora
workshop day for
residents
14.4 February Transfer of the Current Clerk In Progress
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