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Number 688  July/August 2026 

A BEAR IN THE AIR 
If you spotted an 
Unidentified Flying 
Object in the vicinity 
of the church on 30th 
May, it may have 
been one of the brave 
teddy bears who 
undertook the zip 
wire descent from 
the top of the tower 
as part of the Tower 
Open Day, along with 
a tour of the tower 
organised by the 
Bellringers. Thanks to 
them, Andrew 
Forman and the 
Friends of St 
Michael’s for 
organising the event, 
which raised over 
£160. Full reports on 
pages 3 and 5.   

SCHOOL SUMMER FETE ENJOYED BY ALL 
This year's Blewbury School Summer Fete was a 
great success, with a fantastic turnout from 
pupils, families and members of the local 
community. Blessed with lovely sunny weather, 
everyone enjoyed an afternoon full of fun and 
entertainment. Highlights of the day included 
the ever-popular BBQ, an impressive Taekwondo 
demonstration, and the chance to soak Mr 
Coleman in the splat-the-teacher attraction, 
which proved to be a favourite with the children. 
A huge thank you goes to the PTA for all their 
hard work in organising such a wonderful event, 
and to everyone in the community for their 
continued support. The fete was a brilliant 
example of the community coming together and 
making lasting memories. 
The picture shows Father Jason joining in with 
soaking Mr Coleman. 
 
  



   2 

E 

 



   3 

THE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION OF WILLIAM MALTHUS 
The Trust exists to provide Educational Grants to anyone under the age of 25 who is resident in Blewbury. The 
Trustees will meet in early September and will be pleased to consider applications from the following individuals: 

• University/College Students starting this Autumn (or continuing their studies), 

• Anyone taking up an Apprenticeship in 2026, 

• Anyone leaving Blewbury Primary School who requires financial assistance with Uniform or Sports Kit, 

• Anyone else who is incurring expenditure for an educational purpose. 

For application forms, email MalthusTrust@gmail.com or collect from 6 London Road after 15 July 2026. Completed 
applications must be returned by hand to 6 London Road on or before 29th August 2026.  Any application received 
after the above date will be held over to be considered by the Trustees at their March 2027 meeting. 
The Frances Fry Scholarship 
This is an additional fund and assistance is available, at the discretion of the Trustees, to provide one or more 
“science-based” scholarships to assist applicants under the age of 25 to further studied of a scientific nature. 

BELL RINGING NEWS 
On 30th May we hosted a tower open afternoon in support of the Friends of St Michael’s group. We were delighted 
by the interest and comments from the visitors. There were four sections on the tour, starting at ground level with 
a short history of the stained glass bell window. Then we went up the 39 spiral steps to enter the ringing chamber. 
Here we talked about the bells and gave a demonstration on how to ring a bell, and also told the history of the clock 
with the opportunity to view its ancient mechanism. Further up some more steps to the belfry, where visitors were 
able to get up close to the historic 8 bells in their wooden frame. Finally, for the brave, there was a chance to get 
onto the tower roof and admire the magnificent views across the village and to the downs. To finish off the day 
Andrew Forman had devised a zip wire for teddy bears from the tower to the churchyard, reported on page 5. 
Thanks to all who organised and came along to support this event and for the donations to the church building 
maintenance fund. We are thrilled to be teaching a few new recruits who are making excellent progress, and we 
invite anyone who would like to learn more about bell ringing to come up the tower on a Friday practice night. 
Richard Loyd 

COFFEE & KIDS! AND TEDDY BEARS’ PICNIC 
Our next session will be on Monday 6th July from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall. We 
welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. Here is a warm, friendly and safe 
place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys, learn to play 
together, do some craft activities and sing together! A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our costs. Mothers' 
Union hosts look forward to welcoming you.  
In August, please come to the Teddy Bears Picnic (slightly different time and date). We welcome families with babies 
and pre-school children, including older siblings, parents, grandparents and carers. Helen and family invite us to 
their garden on Wednesday 5th August, 12 noon, at Orchard House, Chapel Lane, Blewbury, next door to The Red 
Lion. Some parking available in the driveway. Bring your picnics and something to sit on. We are providing hot drinks, 
squash and ice creams. It will be lovely to see you and many thanks to Helen for allowing us to spend this lunch time 
in her secure garden. Don't forget to bring your teddy bears! Any queries, contact Louise on 07837 009730 

PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY 
The winning numbers for the June draw of the Blewbury Pre-School Lottery were as follows:  1st - 047; 2nd - 029; 
3rd - 080. The prize fund was shared (50%/30%/20%) between the three winners and £175.00 was raised for 
Blewbury Pre-School.  
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. Membership spaces 
are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also 
available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk 

This month’s Foodbank dates are Saturday 27th June to Monday 7th July (there is no collection at the start of August). 
The Foodbank is still helping a large number of needy families. Donation boxes outside the Old School House on 
these dates or at The Post Office any time; local supermarkets also accept donations. All the usual items welcome; 
please ensure all food is within its sell by date. Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, or homemade 
preserves. Cash donations, however small, are also very welcome. https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate. 
  

mailto:MalthusTrust@gmail.com
http://www.blewburypreschool.co.uk/
mailto:lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate
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FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S 
We had a lovely Tower Open Day on 30th May ending with the teddy zip wire. 11 teddies went down the zip wire, 
ranging from a tiny bear on a keyring, called Scotty, to quite a large squishy panda named Peony. Children and adults 
brought their teddies, cats, rabbits and bears, the oldest bear (called Bear) being 90+, in his own protective clear 
bag, so he could see what was going on. He had survived the war in London as a young bear, so wasn't afraid at all. 
Even the choir mascot bear, dressed in choir robes, had a go! Each teddy was presented with a certificate of 
achievement. Fun was had by all; huge thanks to the Bellringers for the tour and Andrew Foreman for the 
organisation and construction of the zip wire. The Friends organised tea and homemade cakes and overall raised 
over £160. 
The first Jazz concert of the season was a huge success and the second is just around the corner on 5th July at 
5.30pm. Back by popular demand, Jo Harrop will once again perform for us in Blewbury. Jo has a remarkable voice 
and is a favourite at Ronnie Scott's Club, providing captivating interpretations of popular songs. Our first concert in 
June was almost sold out and we expect this one to be equally popular. Tickets are available from the Post Office or 
you can reserve tickets for payment on the door from Gill Loyd 07767 463285. This is a great opportunity to 
experience and enjoy top professional musicians in our lovely church. No concert in August but mark your diaries 
for 13th September and 11th October. As mentioned in previous Bulletins we are holding an Autumn Fair on 7th 
November; if you would be interested in having a stall please contact Fosmblewbury@gmail.com 

BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 
Blewbury Summer Dance, Saturday 27th June 
A final reminder of the annual Summer Dance in the garden of Ashbrook House, with 
music from the brilliant Too Much Stuff (you may remember them from previous 
Halloween discos and Beer Festivals). This is a great evening to get together with your 
friends from the village and beyond, to enjoy “bring your own” food and drink in beautiful 
surroundings, and to listen and dance to great live music. Gazebo set up 4–5pm Saturday; 
collect by 11am Sunday. A screen will be available to show the 10pm England–Panama 
group football match. In the event of inclement weather the Dance will move to the Village 
Hall. Tickets are £15 each and can be bought in advance via this QR code or online at: 
https://square.link/u/YTWbsRha.Tickets will also be available at the gate on the evening via 
card or cash. 
Blewbury Garden Market, Saturdays, 9:15–11:00  
The BGM is held on Saturday mornings on the garage forecourt, giving Blewbury people an opportunity to sell excess 
home-grown or home-made produce and plants, to promote local food and reduce waste. We welcome all types of 
home produce for sale, including fresh fruit and vegetables, cut flowers, seedlings, bedding plants and perennials, 
free-range eggs and home cooking – such as jams and chutneys, bread, cakes and biscuits. Producers set their own 
prices for their sale items; the BGM takes a 10% levy to cover our costs. See blewburygm.co.uk/ for more 
information. 
Save the date: the Blewbury Beer Festival returns on 3rd October! 
Ten years after its inception in the Village Hall in 2016, the Blewbury Beer Festival returns as an Oktoberfest in 2026. 
Make sure you put 3rd October in your diaries! 
BVS marquee available for hire by other groups, societies and individuals in the village for a small charge. Contact 
lydia.wanstall@gmail.com. 

WANTED: UKULELE PLAYERS 
Do you own a ukulele? Can you play a few chords? Have you always fancied being part of an orchestra without 
having to lug around a cello?  

We’re looking for expressions of interest in forming a Blewbury Ukulele Orchestra (“Blewkulele”). The plan is to 
begin with friendly Friday morning lessons from mid-September, with a taster session hopefully taking place in July. 

The long-term ambition is to gather enough enthusiastic ukulele players to perform songs together at local events 
and occasions. Whether you’re a complete beginner or already know your way around a uke, you’d be very 
welcome. There is just one rule: you must play the ukulele. Singing is optional. Other instruments, however 
magnificent, are strictly forbidden. You’ll need to bring your own ukulele and a willingness to have fun.  

To find out more or to register your interest, please email karen.marsden@gmail.com 

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE 
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press 
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared.  

mailto:Fosmblewbury@gmail.com
https://square.link/u/YTWbsRha
https://www.blewburygm.co.uk/
mailto:lydia.wanstall@gmail.com
mailto:karen.marsden@gmail.com
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OLLY GLOVER MP 
I have been busy pushing the central Government for further support for businesses, and continuing local visits. I 
hosted Alistair Carmichael MP, who chairs the cross-party Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (EFRA) Select 
Committee, and Charlie Maynard MP, Member of Parliament for Witney, on a tour of Ed and David Clayton’s farm 
in West Hendred. We met farmers and representatives from both the National Farmers’ Union and the Country 
Land and Business Association, listening to concerns about rising fuel and fertiliser costs and sustainable farming. 
Despite global instability, the Government does not yet have a long-term strategy to support farming, make supply 
chains fairer, and ultimately ensure people in the UK have access to enough affordable food. We will continue to 
push the Government to recognise the importance of investing in British food production and to support those who 
provide the food we consume. 
I questioned the Secretary of State for Business and Trade on what support is available for local high streets, such 
as Broadway in Didcot, which are struggling amid overwhelming operating costs. The Minister claimed that 
delivering a ‘fast-growing economy’ is the solution, but many small and independent businesses have yet to benefit 
from this. I also led a backbench Westminster Hall debate on government support for high streets and raised a wide 
range of concerns on behalf of local businesses and town councils.  
I visited Stanford in the Vale Pre-school, where I met with staff and children and discussed SEND support, transport 
services, and other local challenges. I took part in the ground-breaking ceremony for the start of construction on 
the Kingsgrove community hub, which will become a valuable venue for the new estate. I visited Clifton Hampden 
Primary School after they contacted me about long-standing repairs needed to their roof, which have prevented 
children from using one of the classrooms. I will continue to facilitate discussions between Oxfordshire County 
Council and the school to ensure repairs are completed promptly and effectively. Finally, senior staff at Harwell 
Campus gave me a tour of their new CO:LABS facility, which will provide local jobs in innovative scientific research. 
At Prime Minister’s Questions, I expressed both my own frustration and that of many constituents regarding 
widespread dissatisfaction with the political system. In his response, Keir Starmer said he has full confidence in First 
Past the Post to provide stable government, but cross-party momentum is building in favour of a more proportional 
voting system, where the number of votes a party receives more closely reflects the number of seats it holds. I will 
continue to make the case for a fairer voting system for elections to Westminster and local councils when the 
Representation of the People Bill returns to the House of Commons. 
In the coming weeks I will be debating improvements to the Railways Bill, visiting more local schools and businesses, 
and responding to individuals across the constituency in need of help and support. As always, if there is anything 
you feel I can help with, please do not hesitate to contact me and my team at olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk or by 
leaving a voice message on 0207 219 7657. Olly Glover MP 

TEAS IN ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH EVERY SUNDAY  
We serve teas in St Michael’s Church, Blewbury every Sunday from 12th July until 30th August between 3pm – 5pm.  
£4 for a delicious piece of homemade cake and as many cups of tea as you’d like!  £1 squash and Kit Kat for children.  
We hope to welcome back our faithful regulars as well as some new faces. All welcome – come with a group or by 
yourself and join a friendly group – we are always pleased to see families and children can occupy themselves in the 
children’s corner while parents enjoy their tea. Well behaved dogs welcome too. There is always a very happy 
atmosphere and plenty of good friendly conversation and debate; do come and join us.  We look forward to seeing 
you in our lovely old Church. All funds raised are for St Michael’s Church. Thank you. Pat Mattimore and Team 

ASTONBURY 
The Astonbury Festival will take place on 27th June, 2 PM-11.30 PM, on the Astons Recreation Ground, 0X11 9DD. 
Live music all day, family fun, food and drink. See www.astonbury.org for full details.  Jeremy Imbush 

CHOLSEY: THREE PRESSED MEN CONCERT 
As part of Cholsey’s Month of Music, Three Pressed Men will give a concert at The Cholsey Pavilion on Friday 10th 
July, starting at 7.30 pm. 
With a rare talent for harmony and a repertoire of English traditional folk music that’s as large as it is varied, Three 
Pressed Men have been delighting audiences in Berkshire and Oxfordshire for many years. Whether playing lively 
dance tunes or blending unaccompanied voices, there is always something fresh in their arrangements and a story 
to be told about the origins of the piece. Who else can present multiple concertinas, guitars, accordion, melodeon, 
keyboard and even a smattering of cutlery? 
Tickets are £10 at the door (cash or card) and there will be a reasonably priced real-ale bar. An email to 
concerts@cholsey.com or a call to 01491 652295 will help us plan seating and provisioning, so we’d love to hear 
from you. Ian Wheeler 
  

mailto:olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.astonbury.org/
mailto:concerts@cholsey.com
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HELP OVER THE SUMMER HOLIDAY 
We are a local charity which supports people of all ages living in Blewbury, the 
Astons and Upton, with funding available to give a helping hand to those 
struggling financially. As the summer holiday approaches, families with school 
age children in particular may find it hard to provide essentials for their children. 
We can provide one off payments, help pay for unexpected expenses, the 
weekly food shop, or other day-to-day living costs. If you, or someone you know 
needs help, please do get in touch. There is a short application form to complete 
which can be picked up from the North Porch at St Michael’s Church, or requested by email to 
unitedcharities@outlook.com. Please deliver completed forms to April Cottage (next door to the Post Office). We 
can help you fill in the form if needed. All applications are dealt with confidentially. 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – REBEKAH FLETCHER 
I returned from half-term break to a flurry of roadworks in and around Harwell and have spent a good deal of time 
trying to get clearer information. I apologise if some of my other queries have slipped down the list as a result. 

I’m pleased that progress is being made on several issues that residents have been raising for some time. However, 
the concentration of all this work has understandably led to frustration, particularly where scheduling seems to 
overlap. From discussions with officers, that frustration is largely shared. While the council has limited control over 
utilities works, and multiple utilities projects have leapt in front of planned works, there is nonetheless a recognition 
that we need better co-ordination where possible. Over the past week, I have met with a senior officer to review 
overlapping works in both Blewbury and Harwell, and liaised with the relevant cabinet member to discuss safety 
and remedial measures in Harwell and Upton. I really hope that these conversations will help to ensure that local 
concerns are reflected in how works are managed and mitigated on the ground. 

The new cabinet has been announced, and one of the changes is the separation of responsibility for road 
maintenance and network management; this should allow for more granular oversight of highways. I am using this 
opportunity to highlight to colleagues the areas where improvements are needed across both functions. 

Following the reshuffle, I have taken on responsibility for Adult Social Care and have therefore spent much of the 
past fortnight in briefings. The portfolio includes Adult Social Care, carers’ services, mental health and homelessness. 
While I am still getting fully up to speed, I want to be open that the council is facing the need to make significant 
savings, amounting to tens of millions of pounds, over the next three years. This is due to a combination of reduced 
funding and increasing demand. Adult Social Care has a budget of £330 million, the vast majority of which is 
committed to statutory (obligatory) services. This leaves very limited flexibility, with savings needing to be found in 
areas where we are providing discretionary services. Cabinet is entering a period of detailed consideration of 
council-wide savings, and I will be advocating as strongly as I can for those who rely on Adult Social Care services. 
I’m therefore particularly keen to hear from anyone affected by the consultation on changes to Adult Social Care 
contributions (now closed). Please do get in touch. Rebekah Fletcher 

BLEWSHED NEWS 
BlewShed Meetings:  Mario de Freitas, BlewShed member and Head of Design and Technology at St Birinus College 
gave a large number of BlewShed members and guests an excellent presentation on 3-D printing at our May Tuesday 
meeting. He also brought along many previously made examples to show some of the versatility of this technique. 
In the past some members had used 3-D printing without success, finding machines to be expensive, unreliable, 
slow and with limited capacity to produce useful items. However, Mario demonstrated very clearly this has changed 
dramatically and 3-D printing is now widely used in industry as well as in education and at home. 
After two technological meetings, BlewShed's next one on Tuesday 23rd June, 7.30 (before many receive this issue 
of the Bulletin), will be partly on swifts and swift boxes, how BlewShed might help with the project, and future 
collaborations with Sustainable Blewbury (to be reported in the next Bulletin).  
Repair Café: BlewShed and Sustainable Blewbury already work together at the 3-monthly repair café. After 2 
successful 'trial sessions' in the Melland Room and BlewShed, it was decided to keep the Repair Café at the new 
location in future.  
Courses: There are still a few places to learn green wood carving, led by Mark Griffin. Anyone interested should 
email me (secertaryblewshed@gmail.com) or contact us at the Shed or via the website. 
BlewShed opening times: Monday 2-4pm, Tuesday 1.30-4pm, Thursday 2.00-4pm, Friday 2-4pm and Saturday 
afternoons 1.30-4.00 pm. Everyone is welcome to club nights on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at 
BlewShed. We look forward to seeing you. Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary. secretaryblewshed@gmail.com, 
https://blewshed.home.blog/news/ 

mailto:unitedcharities@outlook.com
mailto:secretaryblewshed@gmail.com
https://blewshed.home.blog/news/
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News from St. Michael’s Church 
Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle 
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 
Contacts: Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 9.00-
2.30 pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or email office@churnchurches.co.uk. 
www.churnchurches.co.uk  
Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting the office via 
email or on the office number. 
 

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267   office@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

 

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730   revlouiseb@aol.com  
   

Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com 
   

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

 

TEAS IN CHURCH  12th July- 30th August, 3 - 5pm. We hope to see you there! 
In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link 
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline (15 minute night prayer) every 
weekday night at 8pm via link https://meet.goto.com/312446493.   

Services for July 2026 at St Michael’s Blewbury 
Thursday 2nd      7-8pm A time for quiet and reflection 

 Sunday 5th July 5th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 
All Age service 

Wednesday 8th  7.30pm Fellowship home group, Charity School House 
 Sunday 12th July 6th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30 am Taizé service  

Thursday 16th    10.00 am MU Holy Communion 
 Sunday 19th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Wednesday 22nd  7.30pm Fellowship home group, Charity School House 
  Sunday 26th July 8th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Services for August 2026 at St Michael’s Blewbury 
 Sunday 2nd August 9th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am 

10.30am 
Holy Communion 
Village service 

Wednesday 5th   12 noon Teddy Bears picnic 
Thursday 6th       7-8pm A time for quiet and reflection 

 Sunday 9th August 10th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Taizé service  

Wednesday 12th  7.30pm “Fellowship in the Garden” home group, Charity School House 
 Sunday 16th August 11th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Parish Eucharist 

Thursday 20th   10.00am MU Holy Communion 
  Sunday 23rd August 12th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Parish Eucharist 

Wednesday 26th  7.30pm “Fellowship in the Garden” home group, Charity School House 
  Sunday 30th August 13th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30am Village service 

Annual Teddy Bears Picnic: Wednesday 5th August 12 noon - 2pm. We meet in the garden of Orchard 
House, Chapel Lane, Blewbury OX11 9PQ (adjacent to the Red Lion). See article on page 3 for details. 

Calling knitting and crochet enthusiasts! I am again calling for crocheted or knitted Remembrance Day poppies 
please! We have a bigger and better display in mind this year so we woud be very grateful for as many poppies 
as we could get to add to what we already have. Patterns are available from Elaine in the Benefice Office. 

https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice
https://meet.goto.com/312446493
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A Glimpse of Heaven 
I wonder if you fancy a glimpse of Heaven?  Glimpses of Heaven can come upon 
us in many different ways, and they are often quite unexpected. For example, 
we might be going for a walk on a dull or wet day, and then suddenly the sun 
comes out and the scene in front of us is bathed in glorious light, and we feel 
that we have entered a different realm. We know the experience will be 
temporary, but while it lasts, our hearts are full of joy. It is a glimpse of Heaven! 
In early August, we will have the opportunity to experience a glimpse of 
Heaven  in our own local area. To be precise,  this experience will be available 
at St Andrew’s Hagbourne on Saturday 8th August, between 5.30pm and 
6.30pm.  It will take the form of a special Choral Evensong featuring the music of two great British Composers: Charles 
Villiers Stanford (1852 -1924) and Herbert Howells (1892 -1983). Stanford was born in Ireland but he spent his 
professional life in England, where he taught at the Royal College of Music. He was a prolific composer, and had a 
particular gift for writing choral music. Howells had a similar gift for choral music. Both Stanford and Howells wrote 
organ music as well.  
There is no charge to attend this Choral Evensong. It is offered as an act of worship to God, in celebration of a feast in 
the Church’s year called the Feast of the Transfiguration. All are welcome to attend- it is an experience  open to Christian 
and non-Christian alike.  It uses traditional words and beautiful music to take us all on a journey from this world to the 
world beyond:  to give us a glimpse of Heaven.  And if you are unfamiliar with the music of Stanford and Howells, all I 
can say is that you are in for a treat!                                                                                                  - Father Jason 

Come and Sing Choral Evensong, Saturday 8th August, St Andrew’s Hagbourne 
Following on from Father Jason’s piece above, we are inviting EVERYONE who loves to sing 
to join the “Come and Sing” choir. On Saturday 8th August St Andrew’s Hagbourne will 
host a Come and Sing BCP Evensong, celebrating the Transfiguration of Our Lord. It will be 
led by our regular visiting organ scholar, James Lord, with the support of Father Jason. 
There will be some beautiful music by Stanford, Howells and Rose for the Feast of 
Transfiguration (and some fabulous congregational hymns!)  which we will distribute to 
the choir beforehand together with some YouTube links.  
The proposed timings are: Rehearsal 3-4.30pm; Tea 4.30-5.15; Evensong 5.30. Refreshments afterwards. 
Please put the date in your diary and spread the word. There will be no charge to sing in the choir, but registration with 
Elaine in the office is needed so that we can have enough copies of the music ready; please contact her on or  
office@churnchurches.co.uk or phone 01235 850267. Everyone is welcome either to join the choir or to attend the 
service at 5.30pm. 

Thank you for supporting MAKE MAY MATTER. Many toiletry goods have been 
collected for parents with very sick children who are being accommodated in Ronald 
McDonald House. JUNE has been a month of celebrations for Mothers’ Union. A 
thanksgiving service was held at St. Pauls followed by a national conference in 
London.  

Here, we have displayed our MU banners in Blewbury Church and said special prayers in churches across the benefice. 
In this article for July & August I want to stress how MU is a grass roots organisation. Each member has a part to play. 
Here in the Churn benefice, we take “Christian concern for families worldwide” right to the local level. After the 
pandemic we started a monthly baby and toddler group we call Coffee & Kids, supporting parents and enabling our 
very youngest children to begin to interact with others. In August we hold a Teddy Bears Picnic, located in a secure 
private garden. Families bring picnics and we provide ice-cream and drinks with balloons to take home. We also 
organise a weekly coffee morning called the “Drop In”, Wednesdays, 10.30am – 12 noon at the Blewbury Benefice 
centre to meet others and chat together. This warm, friendly space welcomes you too. So do “drop in”! 
Our branch continues to meet monthly for a Holy Communion service followed by refreshments. These dates are July 
16th and August 20th, 10am at St. Michael’s Church, Blewbury. All are very welcome. Join us and Join in. 
Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730, leader, Churn MU branch 

Food Bank Collections for July: Saturday 27 June to Monday 7 July. No collection in August 
We'll have a month off and then ready for the Harvest Festival donations. Drop off at the Old School House 
between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime (see page 3 for the usual details). Please donate to 
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/ choosing “foodbank”  in the “fund” option.                                                                                                                                        

 

  

mailto:office@churnchurches.co.uk
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate/
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THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS, By Kenneth Grahame, Adapted by Alan Bennett.  15th -18th 

July 2026, Orchard Dene Garden Theatre, Blewbury. Our online box office is open 

(https://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/wind-in-the-willows-2026); tickets: Adult £17, child £9. 

Come and enjoy the exploits and adventures of Toad and his friends Ratty, Mole and Badger. 

Will his friends be able to steer the motor-car-obsessed Toad away from his reckless 

behaviour? Can they help him mount a courageous mission to reclaim Toad Hall from the 

weasels? Alan Bennett’s adaptation is a satirical tale of nature, fun, friendship and loyalty. 

It’s an adventure which appeals to young and old alike, and Blewbury’s open air garden theatre is the ideal setting.  

Director Ed White chose this play because “it feels like Blewbury’s story”. He reflects that the noises, sounds and 

images, described in the book by Kenneth Grahame, all feel like they could be in this village. He also observes that 

“The script is wonderfully adapted by Bennett, the characters are immediately recognizable from the book, and we 

are going to have a lot of fun meeting them and creating their world.  When the cast read the script, the characters 

popped off the page. It's going to be joyous”. There are lots of worlds to be created by a large cast of talented actors 

of all ages, the riverbank, the Wild Wood, the open road, Toad Hall and many more. AND we have live musicians 

and the original songs from the National Theatre production. It’s all going to be a marvellous way 

of celebrating our 50th anniversary. Do join us... 

During the production week of The Wind in the Willows, we will also be…. 

Publishing Steve White’s book ‘Drama in an Oxfordshire Village – Fifty Years of the Blewbury 

Players’ on 14 July. Pre-orders for signed copies: www.blewburyplayers.co.uk or use QR code. 

Holding an exhibition “Fifty Years of the Blewbury Players” open to audience members at every 

performance and to MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC at Orchard Dene Sat 18th July 11AM–1.30PM (last entry 1 PM)  

AUDITIONS FOR A CHRISTMAS CAROL will be held on 12th and 13th September. 

We are delighted to announce that Jo Laugharne will be directing this production at St Michael’s Church. 

Performances will be on 25-28 November. We are looking for an ensemble cast and are inviting those interested to 

join mixed age group workshop auditions. (There will be a handful of ensemble roles for children school year 6 and 

above). The rehearsals will be mainly at weekends starting 3 October. There will be some group singing at auditions 

but singing roles are optional. Please contact us to book your audition at blewburyplayers@gmail.com.  

BRIDGE NOTES 
Summer's coming!  This means: (a) we're even keener to have people at 
the bridge club, because numbers traditionally fall in the summer 
holidays, and (b) sunny evenings make it easier to walk to and from the 
village hall! Meanwhile, here is our next Quiz (answers on page 15): 

HAND ONE = you open 1H in second seat, vulnerable against not.  The 
next hand overcalls 4S, followed by two passes.  What do you bid? 

HAND TWO = your right-hand opponent deals and opens 4H.  They're 
vulnerable and you're not.  What do you bid? 

BLEWBURY WI NEWS 
Our next monthly meeting is Wednesday 22 July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  We are looking forward to 
Jeff Evans telling us about “The questionable history of the TV Quiz Show”.  One of television’s most 
successful creations is the quiz show but where did it all begin?  Which shows have been the most 
successful? And who, along the way, have been the winners, losers and – perhaps most intriguingly – the 
cheats?  Jeff’s talk covers the whole colourful history of the TV quiz show from its earliest days in the 1930s to 
today, showing how the format developed, celebrating the good, the bad and the ugly, and unearthing some very 
dodgy dealing along the way. Our August meeting is our Summer Party on Wednesday 26 August, 3-5pm in the 
Village Hall - the theme this year is Henley Regatta.  Members are asked to bring a small plate to share for the picnic 
table and, if they wish, to come attired in their Henley Regatta finest! 
For all matters to do with Blewbury WI, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email blewburywi@gmail.com.   

Mondays 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon 

Friday 3 July 7pm Craft club Karen 

Monday 6 July 7pm Scrabble Karen 

Tuesday 7 July 10.15am Coffee morning Trish 

Thursday 23 July 2.30pm Rummikub Susan T 
 

  

https://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/wind-in-the-willows-2026
http://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/
mailto:blewburywi@gmail.com
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Enhancing your garden with: 
  

A complete or part 
Garden Design 

Individual & uplifting 
 Planting Plans 
& implementation 

Garden Maintenance 
  Taking care of your garden 

  
creating a dreamscape of colour and scent unfolding as 

it flows through the seasons 
  

07796 320926  sharon@dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk                                      
www.dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk 

http://www.dreamscapegardendesign.co.uk/
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BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS (questions on page 13) 
On both hands, the winning bid was double.  On 
Hand 1, this pushed the opponents into 5S-1 
(and we can make 5C).  On Hand 2, we stole the 
hand cheaply in 4S-3 (undoubled!), when the 
opponents could have made 4H+1. 

Everything depends on what you think "double" 
means at this level.  For experts, double in these 
positions is for takeout all the way up.  (Or, as I 
described it in a match recently, "takeout-ish...  
things get a bit vague at this level and partner 
can pass for penalties if that looks best.")  In 
other words, you've got enough that you don't want to sell out without a fight. Obviously, that's a modern 
interpretation.  Also, sometimes you specifically want to smack the pre-empt for penalties and you'll be unhappy 
that a double is takeout.  Nothing's perfect.  As shown here, though, a takeout double is useful more often!  On 
Hand 1, it's the only way to find 5C (and pass will be a terrible result).  On Hand 2, your point count is mediocre but 
the vulnerability suggests that North hopes to make his contract, so what the hell. 

There's one more lesson here...  for the pre-empters!  I wouldn't have leapt to 4S on Hand 1 as West.  It's far too 
strong.  You've got the boss suit and the vulnerability's in your favour, so start by doubling and see what happens.  
Then, on Hand 2, the pre-empt made it impossible for South to make the right decision.  I have sympathy for North 
because the vulnerability's unfavourable and you could easily get outbid in spades, but pre-empts can backfire 
against aggressive opponents and a more successful opening would have been 1H!  Note that North has three small 
spades, making it less likely that the opponents have a huge spade fit... 

TENNIS CLUB 
If you haven’t managed to snap up a ticket to Wimbledon, and you are a tennis fan, then look no further than the 
fulsome programme of events offered by Blewbury Tennis Club. Whether you are a competitive player who has 
been overlooked in securing a Wild Card to Wimbledon, or whether you are just a bit rusty, a complete beginner or 
a keen spectator we have lots going on over the summer and into the winter months that could interest you. 
Nestled at the foot of the Downs, Blewbury Tennis Club has a vibrant, growing and active membership of social and 
competitive players many of whom compete in the Oxfordshire and Newbury leagues at all levels from Premiership 
to the progressive and more social lower divisions.  Our diverse membership welcomes players young and old who 
can participate in singles, doubles and mixed doubles activity.  We have an excellent juniors’ coaching programme 
offered to under 16s through our partnership with the NTA with a dedicated coach and the Club is LTA registered. 
This year we have introduced Walking Tennis sessions which we find are increasingly popular amongst less mobile 
tennis players or for those recovering from injury.   For the spectators, we offer a regular programme of friendly 
Club Tournaments, often with BBQ and social events attached.  Don’t miss out on our popular Club Finals Day which 
this year takes place on Saturday 22nd August, you’ll see a high standard of tennis, in a fun and welcoming 
environment and have the opportunity to talk to members and Committee 
members, all of whom will be happy to answer any questions you may 
have.  
Our floodlight courts enable match play all year round and by September 
2026 we will have totally resurfaced all 4 of our tennis courts, thanks to a 
£29,400 grant from FCC Communities Foundation. (The FCC Communities 
Foundation is a not-for-profit business that awards grants for community 
projects through the Landfill Communities Fund.) We are also proud to 
continue our longstanding relationship with Styleacre, with whom we do 
some regular group inclusive coaching and been doing for over 10 years. 
On Sunday 5th July we are opening our gates for a flagship community 
Open Day!  Bring your friends and family along to enjoy adult and junior 
coaching taster sessions, fun on-court games and exclusive “on-the-day” 
discounts for membership and courses.  Do come along, we’d love to see 
you, and you will have a warm welcome. 
To find out more, check out our website:  www.blewburytennis.co.uk or 
feel free to get in touch with our Membership Secretary, at 
info@blewburytennis.co.uk. Germana Sallemi / Jen Gold 

http://www.blewburytennis.co.uk/
mailto:info@blewburytennis.co.uk
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Save the Swifts. We are starting a project to install Swift boxes across the village. Swifts have been declining due to 
lack of suitable places to breed amongst other factors. Initially, we want to know where they are nesting in the 
village presently and other sightings. If you have seen any, please email conormackenzie91@gmail.com. More about 
the nest boxes in the Autumn. 

The Wildflower strip at Ticker’s Folly is looking spectacular. Do go and have a look. 

Volunteering in Quaker Wood, Saturday 11th July, 9.30 to 11.30am. We’ve made a start but need to weed inside 
the tree guards. Bring your own protective gloves, a drink and wear long sleeves. Meet at Quaker Wood but don’t 
feel restricted by the times; come for as long as works for you.  

Apple juicing. We offer facilities to make apple juice so that your fallen apples can be put to good use. Our sessions 
will be at the Manor, Berry Lane on 26 July, 9 and 23 August, 13 and 27 September, 11 and 25 October from 2 to 
4pm. Bring washed apples (bad bits removed but not cores) and your own clean bottles or containers. Arrive by 3pm 
if you want to pasteurise your juice (which will need glass screw top bottles). Costs: £1.80 to press a large bucket or 
basket of apples plus 40p per bottle to pasteurize. You can also freeze unpasteurised juice (in plastic containers). 
Cash preferred. If you have a large quantity of apples, you can hire our equipment for £17.50 per day if you live in 
the village or Upton, £22.50 if you live elsewhere. For further information email Andy:  andy3210123@gmail.com 

Volunteering at the Nature Reserve, Saturday 8th August, 9.30 to 11.30am. We will need to start scything and re-
instating the paths having left them alone during bird nesting, as well as hedge maintenance. Bring your own 
protective gloves and a drink. Meet at the Reserve. 

Repair café. Sunday 7th September, 2 to 4pm. In the Melland Room at Blewbury Clubhouse and in BlewShed. Bring 
your household, clocks, watches and gardening articles for repair or sharpening. Bicycles can be fixed and checked. 
More details in the next Bulletin. 

If you want to join our volunteers mailing list or become a supporter who receive occasional newsletters, email 
secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk 

 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE 
   FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME 

E-MAIL TEL NO. 

One single electric blanket, good working order, hardly used 
Pair of Bowers & Wilkins (B&W) speakers 32cm x 26cm x 20cm 

Anne Millman 
anne@annemillman.co.uk 

 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 

If you want to know more about Sustainable Blewbury and become a supporter who receives occasional newsletters, 
email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. 

 
  

mailto:conormackenzie91@gmail.com
mailto:andy3210123@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk
mailto:info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk
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THE HISTORY OF CRICKET IN BLEWBURY 
We don’t know exactly when the Blewbury cricket club came into being, but cricket started in England many 
centuries ago. In the 18th century it increased rapidly in popularity across the country and it is likely that Blewbury 
had a cricket club at this time as many villages did. However, the first reference to Blewbury cricket club in the online 
newspapers is in1861. The Reading Mercury of October 12th of that year reported that “The return match of cricket 
between Upton and Blewbury cricket clubs came off on Thursday the 3rd inst. in a meadow lent by Mr. Frewin. The 
Upton players were victorious but darkness set in before the conclusion of the game. The cricketers and their friends 
afterwards partook of a supper prepared in good old English style by Host Huggins of the Lion Inn Blewbury.” Players 
for Blewbury on that day were Ed Mazey, T Attwell, E Bullock, F Napper, J Frewin, W James, M Grace, W Welch, A 
Grace, G Street, S Huggins. It was not a high scoring game, with Upton scoring 41 and 53 runs and Blewbury 16 and 
35 in two innings each. This may have had something to do with the state of the pitch, much like the recent test 
match England vs New Zealand at Lords. It is interesting that cricket was being played in October at that time. 
Games continued to be reported irregularly in the local newspapers until the beginning of the 20th century. The 
AGM of the cricket club has always been a convivial affair and a description of it in the 4th December 1891 edition 
of The Berks and Oxon Advertiser  described how the close of the season was celebrated “by a substantial supper 
at the Load of Mischief Inn.” The club captain 
Humphrey Robinson reported “they had not lost a 
match during the past season”. It was noted by Rev 
Fearon, the chairman of the club that “a better 
pavilion was required and a collection of £1 7s was 
made towards the cost.” 
According to Derek Smith in his book “A Blewbury 
Life”, the village acquired its recreation grounds as 
a gift from Mr. A T Loyd after the death of Lord 
Wantage in 1922. Up to that time cricket was 
played on the cricket meadow (the first meadow 
the path crosses on its way down to the Lower Mill) 
originally owned by John Frewin a farmer at 
Ashbrook Farm. A wooden pavilion was erected soon afterwards and served both the cricket and football clubs on 
the recreation ground. The picture above dates from 1924, while there’s a 21st century one on page 19.  
In the early 20th century a successful women’s cricket team was in existence and Miss Gladys Upstone, secretary of 
the ladies’ club and a local schoolteacher had an arch of bats outside the church on her marriage to James Dykes in 
1925. Little else is known of the activities of the ladies’ team. 
In 1931 the North Wilts Herald of 3rd July reported that “the cricket club were due to visit East Hendred on Saturday 
but were obliged to cry off owing to an inability to raise a side, chiefly through players being required in the hay 
field”. The cricket club was disbanded soon afterwards but had reformed by 1939 when Blewbury played Moulsford 
amongst other local teams. 
World War 2 interrupted sporting life but Derek Smith said that it resumed soon after the conflict. In 1946 a Nissen 
hut was purchased and transported by the Street brothers to form the pavilion and Mr. Fletcher at Cleve House 
purchased a new mat to cover the concrete strip. This mat was used until 1966 and the club played many local 
villages although some teams declined to play against Blewbury due to the ferocity and unpredictability of the 
bounce on the wicket. Derek Smith himself played until 1954. 
The women’s team was briefly revived in the 1980s by Kate Lebental, and the men’s team played against the England 
women’s team in 1985, a game organised by the then Blewbury vicar, Hugh Pickles. Hugh, who was the incumbent 
at St Michael’s from 1963-1989 was a cricket fanatic and great friends with Bill Frindall, scorer of Test Match Special 
fame. He regularly featured in the test match commentary and was known to have to leave the cricket field for a 
forgotten baptism. When Hugh died in1989 he was buried in cricket whites and his grave is a close as possible to 
the cricket pitch. His headstone reads “Priest Pastor Teacher Cricketer”. 
The latter half of the 20th century and early 21st century saw Blewbury have various cricketing successes including 
having the highest winning margin in a game of the National Village Knockout competition. This was all despite 
having rather poor facilities and so it was resolved to build a new pavilion, the result of which is seen today on the 
recreation ground. Today the team is as strong as ever with coaching sessions for youngsters on a Friday evening 
and friendly intra and inter village matches being played throughout the season. Friday nights are social affairs with 
club nights, occasional barbecues and always a bar. If you are interested in anything in this article and want to know 
more about Blewbury cricket, please contact janembarrett@me.com. If you are interested in playing, watching, or 
just meeting others  come along on Friday evenings from 6pm. Jane Barrett on behalf of the Local History Group 

mailto:janembarrett@me.com
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The 2001 Blewbury cricket team – see 
article on page 18. The cricket whites 
seem to have changed less since 1924 
than the other clothes.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FREE TOOL MARKING AS PART OF EFFORTS TO REDUCE VEHICLE CRIME 
Last month, in collaboration with Thames Valley Police, I launched a new Vehicle Crime Strategy which aims to 
reduce cut crime - particularly theft of, and theft from vehicles. 
Having your vehicle stolen, or something stolen from it, isn’t a trivial crime – it can result in substantial financial loss, 
emotional stress and, depending on where the theft took place, security and community safety concerns.  
Whilst we have seen a reduction in vehicle crime across Thames Valley, with almost 2,000 fewer incidents of theft 
from or theft of a motor vehicle in 2025 compared with 2024, there is more to do. We launched the plan at the 
latest of a series of free tool marking events. Tradespeople are significantly more likely to experience vehicle crime 
because their tools are seen as high-reward, low-risk targets for thieves. According to statistics from Wickes, 4 in 10 
tradespeople have experienced tool theft across the UK.  
Tool marking is one of the simplest ways tradespeople can protect themselves from tool theft. Since March, my 
office has distributed over 500 SelectaDNA tool marking kits to electricians, plumbers, carpenters and other traders 
across the Thames Valley, increasing the number of tools marked, making them less desirable to thieves and 
protecting more tradespeople’s tools and livelihoods. There is more information about future vehicle marking 
sessions, and how to get hold of a kit directly if you can’t attend one of the sessions, on my website: 
https://thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/vehiclecrime. Matthew Barber, Police Commissioner, Thames Valley 

NATURE-FRIENDLY SUMMER ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS 
As summer kicks off, it’s the perfect time for all ages to get outdoors and help out your local wildlife (even on those 
not-so-sunny days). 
Make seed bombs - rewilding in the palm of your hand! 
What you’ll need: 

• 1 cup natural powdered clay 

• 1 cup peat-free compost 

• 1–2 packets of native wildflower seeds (pollinator-friendly is best) 

• Water (a little at a time) 

• Bowl for mixing 

• Tray or cardboard for drying 
1. Mix the dry ingredients. In a bowl, mix 1 part powdered clay, 1 part compost and the seeds. 
2. Add water. Slowly add a little water at a time and mix with your hands until the mixture sticks together. It should 

not be too wet or crumbly. 
3.  Roll the mix into small balls. 
4.  Put the seed bombs on a tray or cardboard and leave them to dry for 24–48 hours in a warm place. 
5.  Throw and grow! Once dry, the seed bombs are ready to be tossed into bare soil areas in gardens or school 

grounds. Try and plant before rain is forecast or water them lightly and watch as pollinator habitats increase on 
your grounds. Jessica Bouwer, Wild Oxfordshire 

  

https://thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/vehiclecrime
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CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT 
There’s mounting excitement (and some apprehension) about the forthcoming World Cup, with seven matches 
being played in Vancouver, and Canada playing in two of those. There are worries that we are woefully short of 
hotel accommodation, and people with basement suites are gearing up to rent them out to visitors. Hotel prices 
have gone through the roof. There’s extra traffic, with such a lot of new building going on causing road closures, it’s 
not always easy to get around the city. Another problem is the homeless population, who are largely based 
downtown and a cause for concern on several fronts. 
Tickets are also very pricey, I just checked and two tickets would cost me $668 for Canada vs Qatar (Canada drew 
on 12th June and scored its first ever point in a World Cup game!). With parking, snacks and drinks, you won’t see 
much change out of $1,000 (but if you participated in the lottery to purchase tickets some months ago, you stood 
the chance to get them at a bargain price). A much cheaper alternative is to go to the FIFA Fan Festival at Hastings 
Park on the PNE grounds. Across 28 days, more than 70 matches will be broadcast live on screens throughout the 
Festival grounds creating a high-energy, stadium-style atmosphere for fans who want to experience every goal, 
every chant, and every moment together. A brand-new arch-shaped amphitheatre has been built for the occasion 
out of local timber, which I am looking forward to seeing. There will also be live concerts in the same location! 
The seven local matches will be played at BC Place located in downtown Vancouver, and the best way to get to 
matches at the stadium will be by public transport; many of the buses have been decorated with a giant soccer ball 
shaped nose on the front in World Cup colours, and the Science World Museum (which is already globe shaped) has 
been covered in World Cup colours, which you can see for miles around! And on nearby Grouse Mountain, there 
recently appeared a gigantic (Guinness World Record winning) Canadian Flag, which unfortunately they had to place 
sideways to fit onto the ski slope! However, it is still very impressive. If you’re staying downtown, then walking to 
the stadium is also a great option. Fans can also use the e-bike or e-scooter share systems, Uber or taxi services, or 
bring their own bike and use the extensive bike routes. Angela Hoy (ahoy2343@gmail.com) 

NATURE NOTES – STAG BEETLES 
One late May evening, as we drifted back from a walk atop the Downs and headed back across the Pound, Britains 
largest beetle emerged clumsily from the dusk, it seemed almost prehistoric, a relic of another age. Its glossy, 
chestnut-brown body glinted faintly as it flew, wings whirring with a surprisingly loud, almost mechanical hum. For 
a moment it hovered uncertainly before landing in the old Lime tree, next to the millennial stone. This was the Stag 
Beetle (Lucanus cervus; lucus meaning grove or wood and cervus the Latin for deer or stag) 
Up close, the male’s magnificent mandibles, resembling the antlers of a stag, were unmistakable. These oversized 
jaws, though fearsome in appearance, are used more for wrestling rivals than for feeding. The females, smaller 
and more practical, possess stronger jaws for biting into wood and soil as they prepare sites for the next 
generation. The male, in exceptional cases, can be up to 80mm in length! 
After mating in early summer, the female buries her eggs deep in the soil beside rotting wood (they do not harm 
living timber). From these hatch creamy-white larvae with orange heads. Here they remain for as long as three to 
six years, slowly feeding on decaying wood. In this long, secret phase, they play a vital ecological role, breaking 
down wood and recycling nutrients back into the soil. Eventually, each larva forms a cocoon-like cell in the earth 
and pupates, transforming into the adult beetle that will emerge the following summer. Yet the adult stage is 
fleeting—just a few short weeks spent flying, feeding on tree sap or sunning themselves, and finding a mate 
before their lives come to an end. 
Yet this remarkable insect has become increasingly scarce. Loss of habitat, the clearing away of fallen wood, and 
the paving over of gardens have reduced breeding sites. Stag beetles are a protected species in the UK and are 
considered of conservation concern. Leave space for decay, and in doing so, it will sustain life. Glen Meadows 

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 
D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic 
Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.  
On 21st July there will be a talk entitled “A is for Arsenic (poisons used in Agatha 
Christie novels)” by Dr Kathryn Harkup. On 18th August we have “The Flanders and 

Swann story” with James Mitchell and James Williams. For details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit 
https://didcot.u3asite.uk/.  

BLEWSING CONCERT REMINDER 
A final reminder of Blewsing’s Summer Concert in St Michael’s Church on Sunday 28th June, 5.30 
– 7.30pm, including popular and traditional songs and guest performances.  Tickets from the 
Post Office and Choir members, £12 for adults and £8 for children under 18 - which includes a 
glass of wine/soft drink. A proportion of the profit will be going to local charities.   

https://didcot.u3asite.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 17th June 2026, Melland Room, Blewbury Clubhouse. 
Present: Sheila Austin, Andrew Calder, Anne Millman, Sarah Parkin, Lee Robinson, Julia Saunders (chair), Mark 
Shayler and Iain Wood (lengthman). Also present: Michelle Taylor (clerk) and county councillor Rebekah Fletcher.  
There were apologies from: Andy Evason, Ben Scott and district councillors Hayleigh Gascoigne and Andy Cooke. 
Local news – a bench is being installed at the bus stop near Savages. It will be installed within the next month so 
you can rest your weary legs while waiting for the bus. ‘No mow May’ has been a great success and will help with 
the biodiversity in the village. Iain, the lengthman is now working his way through catching up with all the mowing.  
 
County Council news - Shared Lives Carers – If you might be interested in opening up your home to an adult who 
needs additional support to be independent, please do consider becoming a Shared Lives Carer. It’s a paid role, our 
carers describe it as hugely rewarding, and it can genuinely change lives for people with additional support needs. 
 
Carers Phone Friends – This service from Carers Oxfordshire offers support to unpaid carers by connecting them 
with trained volunteers who understand the challenges of caring. You can find out more, make referrals or volunteer 
here: https://www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/carers-phone-friends/ or by calling 01295 234 850. 
 
Councillor Priority Fund – All County Councillors have access to a pot of funding to support local community 
projects. Applications are open until November 2026, and our County Councillor still has around 50% of her fund 
remaining so any local charity or parish council, please do apply! The minimum grant is £500, and there are rules 
regarding eligibility of applicants and projects. You can read more at 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/communities/councillor-priority-fund  
 
Planning Applications  
Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All Blewbury planning 
applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in the planning section 
of the Vale of White Horse website. This has full details and plans for all applications. 
 
Responses to the District Council 
P26/V1350/HH: Duncan & Natasha’s House Downside Farm Woodway Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9EX. First floor 
extension over existing ground floor. No objection. 
 
Decisions from the District Council 
None 
 
NEED TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane, 
Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End, Sarah Parkin Lowmans, South 
Street, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens, Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Ben Scott Little Morters, 
Dibleys, Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields, Michelle Taylor (clerk) 07968 772935 blewburypc@gmail.com  
 
The next parish council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday 15 July 2026, in the Melland Room at the Clubhouse.  
 
There will be no Parish Council meeting in August.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/carers-phone-friends/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/communities/councillor-priority-fund
mailto:blewburypc@gmail.com
mailto:blewburypc@gmail.com
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm are 7th & 21st July, 4th & 18th August. 
For further information, or if anyone would like to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966 or contact 
Maureen Knapp, Club Chairman - maud24a@gmail.com. We would welcome any new members.  

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or online services 
like health and banking. Events and support are free of charge and open to everyone. www.astonsonline.uk Tech help 
café in Aston Upthorpe Village Hall (OX119EQ) on Tuesday 21 July from 10:00 to 12 noon (note: no café in August) for problems 
with devices, email, internet and online services. Book one-to-one in-person  or remote sessions (Tue mornings between 10 
and 12 using Zoom, Facetime, WhatsApp or telephone) with digital helpers by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 
07780958249. Didcot based charity, Getting Oxfordshire Online, would love to have your unwanted laptops, tablets and 
smartphones to distribute to others who are not able to have their own. Contact us by email or phone as above. 

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in hospitals, 
doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service which relies entirely 
on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to arrange a driver. Please note that 
journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad.  
To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be prompted to 
leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name and telephone number. 
Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 

  VILLAGE DIARY for July / August 2026 Page  
Sunday 5 JUL  Tennis Club Open Day, Tennis Courts and clubhouse 15 
Sunday 5 5.30 pm Jazz concert: Jo Harrop trio, St Michael’s Church 5 
Monday 6 10 - 11.30 am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 3 
Tuesday 7 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Sunday 12 3 – 5 pm Teas in Church (every Sun until 30th August) 7 
Tuesday 14 7.30 pm Local History Group meeting, 9 Westbrook Green - 
Wed-Sat 15-18 11 am - 1.30 pm Fifty Years of Blewbury Players - Exhibition, Orchard Dene 13 
Wednesday 15 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21 
Wed-Sat 15-18 8 pm (+3 pm Sat) The Wind in the Willows, Orchard Dene Garden Theatre 13 
Tuesday 21 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Wednesday 22 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: A is for Arsenic, Village Hall (main hall) 13 
Sunday 26 2 - 4 pm Apple Juicing (Sustainable Blewbury), Blewbury Manor 13 
Tuesday 28 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 9 
Tuesday 4 AUG 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Wednesday 5 12 noon Teddy Bears' Picnic, Orchard House, Chapel Lane 3 
Sunday 9 2 - 4 pm Apple Juicing (Sustainable Blewbury), Blewbury Manor 13 
Tuesday 11 7.30 pm Local History Group meeting, 9 Westbrook Green - 
Tuesday 18 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 22 
Tuesday 18 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for September Bulletin - 
Wednesday 19 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 21 
Saturday 22  Tennis Club Finals Day, Tennis Courts and clubhouse 15 
Sunday 23 2 - 4 pm Apple Juicing (Sustainable Blewbury), Blewbury Manor 13 
Tuesday 25 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 9 
Wednesday 26 3 – 5 pm WI Summer Party, Village Hall 13 
Saturday 29  Deadline for Malthus Trust applications 3 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and 
immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services, 
are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement 
of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes: 
• 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)    • 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)    • 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk (further details omitted this month for space reasons). 

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, submitted in the same way as advertisements – see above. 

We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication 

must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The 

editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin. 

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information, 

the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplin1@gmail.com. 

Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplin1@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution 

Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson 

treasurer@blewbury.co.uk  Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk. 

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
Normal hours: Monday: 9am-3pm. Tuesday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday: 9am-12 noon. Thursday: 9am-3pm. Friday: 9am-3pm. 
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