
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Held  

On Thursday, 21st May 2026 at 7:00 PM in the Blewbury 
Village Hall 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Annual Meeting of the Parish – Facilitated by the Parish Council 

There were approximately 28 people in attendance 

Preceding Meeting:  

Blewbury Village Society (BVS) 

Annual General Meeting 

The evening commenced with the BVS Annual General Meeting at 7:00 PM. The 
Society provided an overview of its activities over the past year. 

Attached Reports: 

• BVS Annual Report 
• BVS Annual Financial Report 

In attendance: 

Tom Laugharne (Chair), Tony Salter (Treasurer), Sue Gunawardena (Secretary) Ciara 
Hardman Cole, Dylan Laugharne 

1. Tom Laugharne welcomed everyone to the joint PC/BVS AGM 

2. Tom Laugharne read the Chair’s report. 

3. Tony Salter read the Treasurer’s report 

4. Open floor – any questions – none 

Election of BVS Officers for 2026–2027: 



Chair: Sue Gunawardena proposed Dylan Laugharne as Chair, seconded by 
Ciara Hardman-Cole 

 
Treasurer: Ciara Hardman-Cole proposed Tony Salter as Treasurer – seconded 
by Dylan Laugharne 

 
Secretary: Tom Laugharne proposed Sue Gunawardena as Secretary – 
seconded by Tony Salter 

All positions were accepted by the nominees  

6. Any other business 

Pat Mattimore asked if the skits for the Boxing Day Walk could be limited to 5 
minutes. Tom Laugharne acknowledged this and said that this was already on 
the notes for the walk this year. 

Steve White asked for a vote of thanks to Tom Laugharne and the BVS for all the 
work and events that were put on over the past year. 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Cllr. Julia Saunders, Parish Council Chair, opened the meeting by welcoming all in 
attendance along with an explanation of how the meeting and discussions would be 
organised.  

Cllr. Saunders continued by sharing her annual report giving an overview of the Parish 
Council’s year, outlining changes and achievements throughout. 

Cllr. Saunders announced additional Parish Council reports were placed on the 
Blewbury Parish Council stand for viewing, and invited anyone who wanted to briefly 
talk through their reports to do so at this point. 

 

Blewbury Parish Council Attached Reports: 

• Annual Parish Council Statement – Cllr. Julia Saunders (Chair) 
• Planning Report – Cllr. Lee Robinson 
• Financial Report – Cllr. Lee Robinson 

Community Reports Attached:  



• United Charities-Sheila Loy 
• Malthus Trust- Meirion James 
• Tony Loy Trust – Steve White 
• Blewbury Players – Steve White 
• Community Speedwatch-Wendy Carless 

 
Community Reports (Verbal Submissions): 
 

• Village Hall Management Committee – Andrew Forman 
• Blewbury WI-Karen Forman 
• Sustainable Blewbury – John Ogden  
• Blewbury Local History Group – Mary Gaines 
• Friends of St. Michael’s Church – Louise Kieft 
• Blewbury Table Tennis Club-James Kieft 

 

Open Forum & Closing 

The meeting concluded with a Q&A session for residents, followed by thanks and 
closing remarks from the Chairman, Cllr. Julia Saunders. 

Date of Next Annual Parish Meeting: To be confirmed and publicised nearer the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2026 BVS Chairman’s report – Tom Laugharne 

 

In this the 60th year of the BVS. 
Committee members are Tom Laugharne (Chair), Tony Salter (Treasurer), Sue 
Gunawardena (Secretary), Ian Cluett, Claire Davies, Alex Elderfield, Jonathan Fraser, 
Ciara Hardman-Cole, Tom Laugharne, Adam Stockley, Lydia Wanstall, Charlie 
Luckhoo,  
Joiners since May 2025 are Alex Whittenbury, Kelly Gilbert, Dylan Laugharne   
One leavers since May 2025 is Hayley Roberts. 
 

A big thank you to the committee for their dedication and enthusiasm, which 

have made this society such a pleasure to be part of. We’re also incredibly 

grateful to all the volunteers who help run BVS events - these occasions 

wouldn’t be possible without your amazing support. 

 

Events since the Last AGM – May 2025 

This report outlines the events organised and supported by the BVS from May 2025 to 

May 2026. We are a non-profit organisation that runs and supports social events for 

the community. Surplus funds are donated to local causes and are used to support the 

local environment. Some of the money made at events run or supported by the BVS 

has been used to support national and international charities. 

 

 

2025 

Summer Dance – June 2025 

Thanks to the Barrett family for once again hosting the Summer Dance at Ashbrook 

House. We’re grateful to Mc Funky, who brought a great deal of  energy to the 

evening. Attendance was outstanding this year with many new and young faces.  

Quaker Wood Opening - June 2025 

June was busy for the BVS as we also supported Sustainable Blewbury in their event 

to mark the opening of Quaker Wood. The BVS was happy and proud to support this 

local event and be part of something that will be a benefit to the village for centuries 

to come.  

 

Bonfire Night – November 2025 

Bonfire Night was resounding success, building on last year’s format. Beer and baked 

potatoes were served by the BVS while the WI offered mulled wine and the Preschool 

ran a stall with treats and gifts raising funds for their respective causes.  

 



 

 Blewbury Village Society 

Annual Accounts 

(01/04/25-31/03/26) 

 Income Expenses Profit / (Loss) 

Events and Sales This Year Last Year 

Bonfire and Fireworks 6,562.26 3,277.64 3,284.62 2,095.90 

236.20 

1,284.09 

n/a 

489.53 

n/a 
190.65 -
328.11 

-121.09 
3,657.47 

Summer Dance 3,646.75 1,630.06 2,016.69 
Comedy Night 4,290.31 2,708.67 1,581.64 
Fundraising Football Match 1,176.14  1,176.14 
Marquee hire 950.00 13.99 936.01 
Fund raising Charity Disco 1,089.17 543.89 545.28 
Garden Market 2,498.15 2,311.48 186.67 
Boxing Day Walk 1,315.34 1,183.84 131.50 
Christmas Eve Sleigh Ride 289.41 160.20 129.21 
Beer Festival   0.00 

 TOTALS 21,817.53 11,829.77 9,987.76 7,504.64 

 

Donations Paid To Source 

Blewbury Primary School 

Charity Football Match 

-400.00 

-
4,200.00 

Blewbury Pre-School -400.00 

Oxfordshire Wildlife -400.00 

St. Miracle Works 
Educational 

Foundation, Ghana 

Fund raising Disco -542.08 

Skate Park General funds -2,500.00 

Blewbury Parish Council  Comedy Night -1,500.00 

Previous years grants   

13-Apr-26 

Tony Salter 

(Hon Treasurer) 



 -5,742.08 -4,200.00 

 

Projects and Expenses 

Insurance -819.11 -707.83 
-78.00 

-20.40 
n/a 

-4.25 -
3,238.86 

Advertising -95.00 
Miscellaneous -133.10 
Quaker Wood opening -11.66 
Display board restoration -132.00 
Bank charges -86.21 
Container purchase  

 TOTALS -1,277.08 -4,049.34 

Overall Totals 

 Events and  Sales (as detailed above) 

 Donations (as detailed above) 

 Projects and Expenses (as detailed above) 

Net surplus for the period 

Add surplus brought forward from previous period 

Accumulated funds at year end 

Represented by balances 

Lloyds 
Bank 

8,343.88 5,504.27 

-824.71 

19.92 

Accruals -1,420.50 

Cash 0.00 

 Total 6,923.38 4,699.48 

 

 

 

9,987.76 

-5,742.08 

7,504.64 

-
4,200.00 

-1,277.08 -
4,049.34 

2,968.60 -744.70 

3,954.78 4,699.48 

6,923.38 3,954.78 



PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR’S ANNUAL REPORT 2026 

Introduction. 

Welcome to our annual meeting of the Blewbury Parish Council. My name is Julia 
Golding, chair for the year. When Dermot Mathias stepped down in December after 
many years of valued service in the role, there was no one who could possibly fill his 
shoes. He suggested a team of four hold the chair in rotation, so that’s why I’m here. 

As many of you know, my day job is as a writer, so I’m theming my report on the 
literature that has come out of our venerable village. Points for spotting all my 
references – answers at the end. 

Off the Main Road – a Village Comedy1



 

 

The BPC is, as most of you know, a group of village volunteers. We are far less 
powerful than many think, but we do try to use our voice on behalf of the village to 
influence the policymakers in local government. Most commonly, this is with OCC 
for roads and flooding, Thames Water, also for flooding and the Vale for planning.  

 

One very pleasing part of the year’s activity has been excellent cooperation and 
support from our Vale and County councillors who come to most of our meetings. 
We also met with our community police team, based in Wantage, which proved very 
helpful when travellers set up on TFF. 

The annual meeting provides villagers with the opportunity to comment on or ask 
questions about these topics which are listed below, in no particular order. 

I attach as an appendix an explanation of how the Council functions. 

Staff – Worzel Gummidge, or the Scarecrow of Scatterbrookii 

My field-based title is chosen in honour of our Lengthman, Iain Wood, who 
continues to maintain the village green spaces brilliantly. He also went above and 
beyond to repair the damage after the visit of the travellers. Kim Lloyd, our last 
clerk, left after a few months to take up another job opportunity. We were 
immensely lucky to find and appoint Michelle Taylor, welcoming her back to a role 
with which she was already familiar. Our other continuing staff are Evi Holroyd (Hall 
Administrator), and we also employ Jane Newman as a cleaner of the clubhouse 
and hall. Thanks to all four of these splendid people. 

Councillors – The Headswomaniii 

With regard to councillors, during the year, we said goodbye to Dermot, but also 
Lydia Inglis who had been our planning lead and deputy chair. Many thanks to them 
for their service to the village. It just goes to show how splendidly talented Blewbury 
is that we had excellent volunteers come forward to fill these vacancies – thank you 
to all those who did so. Looking at the gaps of our knowledge and skills on the 
council, we appointed Ben Scott (project management experience and connection 
to the riding community) and Sarah Parkin (publicity expertise and youth 
connection).  

Finances – When the Wind Blowsiv 

After a difficult couple of years for our finances caused mainly by a significant 
increase in insurance costs I am pleased to say that we are now in a relatively stable 
position for a second year in a row. One big ticket item of expenditure was repairs to 



 

 

the cob wall thatch on Curtoys Lane, but that is now in a good condition. Thanks to 
Lydia Inglis for lining this up before her departure. See the attached note from Lee 
Robinson and the clerk for more detail. 

Skate Park – Phoenix Risingv 

This project is now going full speed ahead with a public consultation held at the end 
of April. We want this to be an area full embraced by the village, particularly the 
younger people, so that it is an exciting and safe place to play. The sub-committee 
has done a huge amount of work securing further grants and appointing a 
contractor to carry out the work.  

Speed watch/speed reduction – Shot on the Downsvi 

We continue to work closely with the speed watch team which has resulted in the 
installation of bollards to indicate informal crossing points and of ‘WigWags’ to slow 
traffic down during peak school hours. The OCC has a budget allocation for a 
crossing at Savages. Thanks to everyone involved in this community effort. 

Flooding – Wind in the Willowsvii 

This is a particularly challenging area. We have a good working relationship with the 
Highways Engagement Team, yet progress is slow on major programmes of work, 
including the A417 London Road and the upper part of Church End near the 
Benefice Office. Our County Councillor has also been very helpfully involved 
chasing up areas such as the flooded bend on the road to Didcot. 

 

The recreation ground – Hither and Thitherviii 

 

This is shared by the cricket cub and the Blewbury Amazons (girls football club). We 
hope to manage the ground through a working party comprising representatives of 
the clubs and the Lengthman. One issue this year is cricket ball damage to the solar 
panels which we hope to mitigate by the erection of suitable protection. 

Community Art Project – Great Expectationsix 

The armillary sphere was celebrated with an official opening and poetry/art 
competition. Thanks to everyone who took part in bringing this new artwork to our 
village. 



 

 

EV chargers – The Woman in the Back Seatx 

We first examined the possibility of installing 2 EV chargers at the Village Hall a 
couple of years ago now and have unfortunately had various delays due to funding 
shortages and design complications. However, I am pleased to confirm they are 
now installed and have gone/will go live this May! 

We are pleased to offer this facility to the village, in collaboration with the Village 
Hall and securing funding for the installation from the Vale of White Horse's Climate 
Action Fund scheme. The facility is x2 up to 22kWh EV charges for public use, 
charges apply at competitive market rates. Further details on the scheme can be 
found on the chargers themselves, but there is a seamless contactless payment 
option available. 

Conclusion – Dream Daysxi 

Blewbury is fortunate to have an active community with so many different groups 
sharing with the council the responsibility of looking after it. However, your 
councillors and the staff put in many hours outside the monthly meetings, so 
thanks to all of them for their hard work and enthusiasm. You are making my year as 
Chair an enjoyable experience.  

I’d just like to leave you with one thought from a young woman I met outside my 
house last week. She was walking around in a daze and, when I asked if she was 
alright, she said: ‘I can’t believe this - it is like living in a fairytale’. She’s right – we 
are lucky to live here.  

Julia Saunders 

May 2026 

APPENDIX  

OPERATION OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

Composition. 

Members of the council are either co-opted or elected at the time of the local 
elections (which take place every four years).  If at the time of an election we do not 
have a full quota of 9 people standing, there is no vote and those who have put their 
names forward become parish councillors. Thereafter additional councillors up to 
our quota can be co-opted by the other members.  Councillors are supported by the 
Parish Clerk who implements our decisions, ensures that we conduct our business 



 

 

legally, oversees projects and ensures that our activities are properly documented 
and reported to the community. 

Council meetings take place at 7pm, on the third Wednesday of the month and are 
open to the public. Indeed, we welcome attendees from the village and, if 
appropriate, elsewhere. 

Main Responsibilities 

Council has a wide range of responsibilities including looking after: 

- the Clubhouse at the Recreation Ground;  

- the Recreation Ground itself; 

- Tickers Folly Field and its play area, half pipe and fitness trail;  

- the Pound (land at the junction of A417 and South St); 

- the playground by the Village Hall;  

- the Chalk Pits, on Rubble Lane;  

- the cemetery; 

- some footpaths 

- trees on our own land (mainly the locations listed above).  

 

Planning 

There is a separate report on planning produced by Lee Robinson which gives an 
excellent overview of our activities in this area. Essentially, we do not make 
planning decisions, but we do review planning applications and bring issues to the 
attention of the District Council. The Parish Council was responsible for developing 
our Neighbourhood Plan, monitors the extent to which it is adhered and reviews the 
need for updates. 

Other Activities 

There is a long list of other activities which councillors choose to take on, very often 
in conjunction with community groups. We work with Sustainable Blewbury on 



 

 

maintaining footpaths and leaf clearing. We work with the Blewbury Village Garden 
Association on dealing with matters connected with the allotments. We work with 
the speed watch team on seeking to control speeds, particularly on the A417 and 
Bessels Way.  

 
1 Victor Whitechurch, former vicar 
ii Barbara Euphan Todd 
iii Kenneth Grahame 
iv Margaret Steen 
v Margaret Steen 
vi Victor Whitechurch 
vii Kenneth Grahame 
viii Barbara Eupan Todd 
ix Dickens but adapted by Julia Golding for the Blewbury Players 
x Margaret Steen 
xi Kenneth Grahame 

 

 

 

 

Annual Planning Report-Cllr. Lee Robinson. 
 
Headlines 
 

• My view is that the NDP has been by far the most helpful tool in controlling 
and reducing speculative planning applications in the village. Once the Vale 
has confirmed their new plans, the BPC will be undertaking a refresh of the 
NDP to include and updated relevant policies to the changing world. 

 
• The conservation area appraisal is a good, current, evidence-based planning 

document that should be used by the PC to guide development in the CA, 
and remind the LPA of what makes the historic core of the village unique. 

 
• There is still uncertainty with the future of local authorities, who oversee 

planning. What will happen to the new joint local plan, soon to be made, if a 
big new unitary authority takes over, as the government has indicated? A 
bigger unitary LPA will centralise planning decisions, and are likely to be less 
mindful of local opinions or evidence in planning decisions. 

 
• A cycle path between here and Upton, while much needed and supported, is 

no closer to fruition than when the Lib Dems won the Blewbury seat five 
years ago, despite the previous councillor’s repeated promises to deliver 
more sustainable transport links. It was not her fault, because she had no 
powers to compel the landowners, who do not support a cycle path along 
Coffin Way, to agree to it. Our new OCC councillor, Bekah Fletcher, has 
taken this on challenge and is pushing it forward. She has been attending our 



 

 

 

PC meetings, which is a positive communication step, but progress remains 
slow due to OCC & legal matters.  

 
Blewbury Parish Council (BPC): Annual Planning Report, May 2026 
 
Planning in Blewbury 
There have been 21 applications for planning permission (FUL, HH, S73, LDE, LDP) 
or listed building consent since the last Annual Planning Report in April 2025 
(compared to 35 applications in the previous year). There are five applications 
awaiting determination by the Vale. All applications determined during the year 
were granted apart from four, with two being withdrawn prior to determination and 
two refused by the Vale.  
 
BPC assesses planning applications at each Parish Council meeting and responds 
accordingly after the meeting has been held. If required, contentious applications 
are discussed in an extraordinary meeting if timelines do not allow to be aligned to 
the monthly Parish Council meeting. Note that BPC is only a consultee: we do not 
make planning decisions.  
BPC scrutinises applications on the basis of the policies in the village’s 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), along with the Vale’s planning policies. If 
an application conforms to both the NDP and the Vale’s local plan policies, 
‘material considerations’ are the only other means we may use to object to an 
application. Planning law does not define material considerations – they are derived 
from case law, but can include: 
 

• Overlooking and loss of privacy 
• Overshadowing and loss of light 
• Local circumstances (local knowledge from the PC is key here) 
• History of a site e.g. if contaminated 
• Local knowledge of drainage or other possible problems with services 
• Noise, disturbance, smells 
• Traffic and highway issues 
• Scale of development 
• Over-dominance 
• Public view across the land 
• Loss of important open spaces 
• Landscaping 
• Design, appearance, layout and materials 
• Retention of important physical features 
• Conservation of buildings etc. 
• Impact on surroundings e.g. whether it affects the character or an area 
• Emerging planning policy, depending on what stage it’s at. 



 

 

 

 
They cannot include: 

• Morals or motives of the developer 
• Effect on the value of a property 
• Private property rights such as boundary or access disputes 
• Possible future development not included in the application 
• Comparison with other previously approved schemes on the site 
• Matters covered by laws such as alcohol or gaming licences, or Building 

Regs. 
 
Those interested in planning applications should first of all consult the Vale’s 
website*.  BPC encourages parishioners to email the Vale’s planning office, either 
in support of or against an application – the more voices that are heard, the better. 
*https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-
and-development/ 
The presumption in favour of ‘sustainable development’ remains enshrined in the 
National Planning Policy Framework – this means that the job of planners at the 
Vale is to enable (rather than block) planning applications that meet the criteria. 
 
Blewbury’s Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
The NDP was adopted in November 2016 and the PC has plans to start what could 
be a long process of reviewing the NDP once the Vale/SODC’s joint local plan is 
adopted in late 2025. Various omissions and a loophole relating to the definition of 
agricultural buildings have come to light in the years since the NDP was made. New 
policies could relate to the following broad subjects:   
 

• climate change  
• discouraging loss of gardens to encourage biodiversity and minimise 

flooding 
• providing greater protection for green lungs within the village 
• energy saving and retro-fitting measures for old buildings 
• the lifecycle/environmental cost of materials used in new developments 

 
Conservation Area Appraisal 
Blewbury’s new conservation area appraisal was formally adopted by the Vale in 
October 2024. Both the Vale and the PC will be able to use this new, evidence-
based document to protect and enhance the conservation area, including its green 
spaces. 
It is accessible here: https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-
district-council/planning-and-development/building-conservation-and-
design/conservation-areas/ 
 

https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/planning-and-development/


 

 

 

Planning in the Vale of White Horse DC 
The new, long-awaited GP practice at Great Western Park has been granted 
planning permission. After various delays, a new contractor has been appointed 
and the hope progress will start towards construction by the end of 2026. This 
should reduce the pressure on GPs in Didcot and surrounding villages, including 
Blewbury.  
 
The new government is pushing for consolidation of district councils into bigger, 
unitary councils. The Vale has submitted its preferred option of forming a new 
unitary council with South Oxfordshire and West Berkshire. The direction of travel 
will ultimately be decided by Westminster. It is unclear how these changes will 
affect the new local plan.  
 
Plans for Didcot Garden Town seem to have slowed in recent years. We continue to 
monitor these. 
 
 
Lee Robinson, Blewbury Parish Council 
4 May 2026 
 
 
Annual Finance Report-Cllr. Lee Robinson 
 
Blewbury Finance Report for 2025-2026 
    

  01/04/2024 
to 
31/03/2025 

01/04/2025 
to 
31/03/2026 

Explanation of figures 

Balance carried 
forward 

54,684 153,931 This is the bank account balance at the end of the 
financial year before the first half of the precept is 
received in April. 

Precept 113,000 118,000 This is the amount of precept raised through 
council tax. This is paid in two instalments, in 
April and September. 

Other Receipts 143,702 51,542 Includes Clubhouse bookings income, Cemetery 
income and reclaimed VAT. Prior year, 2025, is 
considerably higher than the current year due to 
a kind donation of £50,000 towards a new Skate 
Ramp. 

Staff Costs 48,656 52,145 The Council has 3 members of staff; the Clerk, 
Lengthman and Hall administrator. 



 

 

 
Other Payments 93,970 73,288 The decrease in payments is contributable to a 

decreasing insurance premium since the 
Clubhouse flood, lower Clubhouse & Scout Hut 
Maintenance costs, and the Business Rates 
contingency for both properties not being 
required due to the Vale correcting their files. 

Loan Repayments 14,829 14,504 Capital payment on Public Works loans for the 
Clubhouse rebuild (2012) and the more recent 
Village Hall refurbishment. 

Fixed Assets 1,099,000 1,099,000 Fixed assets include: Clubhouse, Scout Hut, 
Steel Garage, Tennis Clubhouse, Croquet Hut 
and lawns. 

End of Year Cash 
Balance 

153,931 183,536 The increase in year end cash balance is due to 
lower payments during the year and incoming 
grants from organisations in respect to the Skate 
Ramp being held. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

United Charities Annual Report 
 

Registered Charity No: 203538

Accounts for the Year Ended 

31st December 2025

Report by Sheila Loy as Chair to The Trustees
The United Charities of Blewbury, Upton and Aston UpThorpe (2025)

Thetwo main functions of TheUnited Charities of theAncient Parish of Blewbury,Upton and Aston UpThorpearefirstlyto help peopleof

all ages, who live in these parishes and who may need financial help and/or may have fallen on hard times and secondly to be

responsible for the maintenance of the two alms-houses in Blewbury. The charity has the care and upkeep of the alms-houses in the

churchyard and themanagement contributions fromtheseis onesourceof thecharity’s incomeplus someinvestments fromthe saleof

land gifted to us over theyears. Wehaveundertaken and continueto undertakesignificant investment and improvements in both alms-

houses. Wecannot emphasiseenough theburdensome cost of maintainingthese Grade2 Listed properties to a reasonable,habitable

standard.

Whilst the United Charity’s origins date from the1600’s, it aims to remain current with the needs of those within thevillages who may

require assistance and also to make everyone aware of the valuable work it does close to homein thecommunity weall share.Anyone

needing help, or who knows of someone in need, should get in touch with the Trustees. 

Within our Trustee structurewe havetwo panels,one leads on everythingto do with themaintenance of the alms-houses and theother

deals with all applications for help. All applications are at the trustees’ discretion and are looked at entirely on a case-by-case basis.

Amounts will vary depending on levels of need. 

Weareheartenedbytheresponsetoour request for financial help in local Bulletins andnewsletters. Wehave receiveddonations

directlyandthroughour Just Givingpage- UnitedCharitiesof theAncient Parishof Blewbury- JustGiving. Donations haveallowed

us to continue to support local people in Upton, Blewburyand Aston residents who need help however, further financial support

would be greatly appreciated and used wisely across our parishes to help our residents.

Our funds for helping those in need and maintaining the properties are limited. In order for our work, particularly the financial 

support for those in need in our parishes to continue, it would be really appreciated if people/organisations could consider making 

any type of donation, gift or bequest to the charity.  To do this – please contact us - unitedcharities@outlook.com or go directly to 

United Charities of the Ancient Parish of Blewbury - JustGiving

The trustees are:

Blewbury:  Sheila Loy (Chair), Louise Esplin, Rev. Louise Butler, Chris Savage and Jill Willison,

Aston UpThorpe: Mike Wigg, Tony West.  Upton: Carol Walker

Clerk/Treasurer: Hazel Lightowler  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION OF WILLIAM MALTHUS  
 
& THE WILLIAM MALTHUS CHARITY FOR THE NEEDY 
 
(KNOWN COLLECTIVELY AS “THE MALTHUS TRUST”          
 
                                                                    
 
REPORT FOR THE 2026 PARISH MEETING 
 
 
The Malthus Trust is the working name of 2 small charities, namely: 
 
“William Malthus Charity for the Needy”   
 
“Educational Foundation of William Malthus”.  
 
Although it has existed in various forms since the early 18th Century, it is currently 
governed by a Trust Deed drawn up in 1984.  Its role it is to provide financial 
assistance both for the “Elderly/Anyone in financial need” living in the village and 
also any Blewbury resident under the age of 25 who needs financial assistance with 
costs relating to their education, apprenticeships or work placement. 
 
The combined Income for both Charities for the year ended 31 December 2025 
amounted to approximately £17,400 and is mainly generated from Investments, 
together with the modest Rental Income from the Trust’s only property asset, The 
Old School, which accommodates the Pre-School Playgroup.  
 
Expenditure for the same period covered financial assistance to the Pre-School 
Playgroup, Blewbury School, University Students, Primary School leavers and 
elderly Blewbury residents. The Trust also funded Repairs to the Pre-School 
Playgroup building totalling £2,160. 
 
The Trustees meet in March and September each year and deal with requests for 
financial assistance from all relevant individuals and organisations. The next 
Application forms will be available from end of July 2026. A notice to this effect will 
be included in The Blewbury Bulletin and will also be posted on social media. 
 
 



 

 

 

For further information please email malthustrustchair1@gmail.com. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Tony Loy Trust 
Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 2026 
The Tony Loy Trust was set up in 2012 in memory of Tony Loy and supports young 
people in Blewbury and the surrounding area to follow their dreams in the arts and 
sport.   
This past year has been relatively quiet.  We received donations of £939, which 
included a donation of £450 from Mark Shaylor, who provided concrete for the base 
of a new shed for the Blewbury Players free of charge, on the understanding that the 
Players would in turn transfer money to the Trust.  A perfect example of the village’s 
circular economy.  We also received £135 from the sale of greeting cards of 
paintings by local artist Peter Ritson, who also makes a contribution to the Trust 
whenever he sells a painting. We are grateful to all our donors. 
 
The Trust awarded eight grants totalling £3,300, of which five related to music and 
theatre and three to sport, including a contribution towards the refurbishment of a 
local school’s swimming pool. The Trust has also recently awarded a grant of £1000 
towards the new Skatepark. 
Over its thirteen years of operation, the Trust has awarded 135 grants totalling 
£65,202 to young people in Blewbury and the surrounding area.  56% of these by 
value have related to sporting activities and 44% to the arts.  The grants have 
covered a very wide range of projects and activities, as can be seen by the case 
studies on our website.   We are very proud to be supporting the development of 
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young people, in Tony’s name, and grateful for the contributions and 
encouragement of all our supporters.   
More information about the activities of the Trust can be found on our website 
www.thetonyloytrust.org  and Facebook page. 
May 2026 
 
 
 
 
   
The Blewbury Players 
Report to the Annual Parish Meeting 2026 
The Players have had another busy year and are in the middle of an exceptionally 
busy 50th Anniversary year. 
 
We couldn’t have been more pleased with the reaction to our summer production of 
A Monster Calls in 2025. We were a little uncertain about how this would be 
received. A play about a young teenager coming to terms with the prospect of his 
mother’s death from cancer is not an obvious crowd pleaser. However, the reaction 
from the first-night audience on social media ensured that the rest of the run sold-
out. Our Director, Sabina Nethercroft, and a predominantly young cast did a brilliant 
job. The show attracted people, particularly young people, who would not have 
heard of the Players or thought of coming to our productions before. 
 
We held an Open Evening at the end of November to tell people about our plans for 
our 50th Anniversary year and to ask them about what they thought was good about 
the Players and what could be improved.  We were heartened by the large turnout 
and by the warmth for the Players. There was good feedback about what people like 
about the Players and what we could do differently and we will include this in our 
thinking as we move forwards.        
 
January saw the return of Jeff and Peter’s Music Quiz. The money raised will support 
the new skatepark. In February there were two radio play performances of The Dice 
House, a black comedy by Paul Lucas, produced by Andy Jarvis and Matt Phillips. 
They were enthusiastically received by the audience. In March, Steve White 
previewed his book, Drama in an Oxfordshire Village - Fifty Years of the Blewbury 
Players, with a show in a packed village hall. The book will be published on 14th July 
and is available to pre-order now. 
 
Looking ahead, Catie Flye will be performing A Flye on the Wall, with friends, her 
own celebration of Blewbury and the Players in St Michael’s Church on 20th June.  
Tickets go on sale on 29th May. The summer production from 15th to 18th July will 
be The Wind in the Willows, Alan Bennett’s adaptation of the Kenneth Grahame 
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classic. It will be directed by Ed White, who grew up in Blewbury and directed a very 
sunny Much Ado About Nothing for us in 2022. Lizzy McBain, who designed A 
Monster Calls, will be designing. Rehearsals start on 23rd May and tickets go on 
sale to the public on 5th June. Over the week of the summer production, there will 
also be an exhibition of the Players’ fifty years, in the garden at Orchard Dene. 
Finally, we will be performing A Christmas Carol in St Michael’s Church from 25th to 
28th November. This is being adapted by Myf Laugharne and will be directed by Jo 
Laugharne, who directed such a memorable production of The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe in St Michael’s in 2017. 
 
More information about the Players can be found on our website, 
www.blewburyplayers.co.uk, where tickets and signed copies of Drama in an 
Oxfordshire Village can also be ordered. 
 
The Players are grateful for all the support of the village, without which their 
activities would not be possible. 
 
May 2026 
 
 
SID report for Blewbury annual parish meeting                                                          May 
2026 
 
Blewbury Parish Council installed three Speed Indicator Devices in April 2024. The 
signs are moved between 5 poles supplied by Oxfordshire County Council along 
Bessels Way and London Road. When activated, the signs illuminate with the 
driver's speed and a message. Many accidental speeders respond well to this, 
slowing down and turning the speed from red (above 30mph) to green (below 
30mph). 
The SIDs have proved effective in reducing but not eliminating speeding on our main 
roads. Some examples are traffic heading towards Upton at Westbrook Green; the 
number of speeding vehicles has fallen from 1 in 3 vehicles to less than 1 in 5. On 
Bessels Way, speeding traffic from Didcot has fallen from 1 in 4 vehicles to 1 in 8 
when a sign is active. 
The SIDs also measure traffic speeds and volumes in both directions, giving 
valuable information 24/7. Some horrendous figures have been recorded but it is 
pleasing to see that speeds over 100mph have become less frequent over the last 
year. Some still occur often during the daytime. 
The limitation of the signs has become more apparent over the last winter when 
overhanging trees and shadows limited the effectiveness of the solar panels 
powering the signs. OCC have relocated one pole and we should be able to use the 
brighter locations during the winter months next year to keep the signs operating. 



 

 

 

Please continue to respond to these signs. Reducing speed helps to keep our 
community safer.  
 
Wendy carless 
16/5/26 
 


