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Number 689 September 2026 

CORAL RICHARDS 
Long-term Blewbury resident Coral Richards passed away peacefully on 12th August 2026. Her funeral will be held 
at St Michael's Church, Blewbury on 27th August at 10.30am, after which you are warmly invited to join the family 
for refreshments at Orchard Dene. As this is a celebration of Coral's life, bright and colourful attire is welcomed. 
Donations in memory of Coral are going to Stepping Stones Ministries www.steppingstonesuk.org. Stepping Stones 
is a small charity, very dear to Coral's heart, that supports two orphanages in India. A full obituary is on page 11 and 
a tribute from the Blewbury Players on page 18. 

FIRE AT RIDING SCHOOL 
A serious fire broke out at the Riding School on 10th August. Thankfully no people or horses were injured, but our 
sympathies are with Joss Fitch, whose home was destroyed and one of whose cats died as a result of the blaze.  

BLEWBURY PLAYERS CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY WITH THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
The Players celebrated their 50th anniversary in style with their production of The Wind in the Willows at Orchard 
Dene in July. Review on page 13.  

NEW UNITARY AUTHORITIES 
The Government has announced its reorganisation of local government, following the consultation earlier this year.  
Blewbury will fall under a new unitary authority called Ridgeway, which will take on the roles currently fulfilled by 
Vale of White Horse District Council and Oxfordshire County Council. Details are at https://3councils.org. 

BULLETIN STOP PRESS SERVICE 
If you would like to receive urgent village news and information by email, you can sign up to the Bulletin Stop Press 
service at www.blewbury.co.uk. Powered by MailChimp®, all emails are blind copied so no addresses are shared. 
  

http://www.steppingstonesuk.org/
https://3councils.org/
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BLEWBURY PRE-SCHOOL TO CLOSE – BUT ANOTHER DOOR OPENS 
The Blewbury Pre-School Committee would like to update the village following the recent discussions regarding the 
future of the Pre-School. Following careful consideration and the completion of the necessary consultation and 
decision-making process, it has been agreed that Blewbury Pre-School will close at the end of the Autumn Term in 
December 2026. 
Separately, Blewbury C of E Primary School will be opening a new early-years provision for children from two years 
old from January 2027. This will mean that children currently attending the Pre-School will have the opportunity to 
continue attending an early-years setting within the village. The new provision will be run by the Primary School and 
is separate from Blewbury Pre-School. For any questions regarding the new setting, including places and admissions, 
we would suggest contacting the school office at office.3248@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk 
Our immediate focus as a committee is on supporting our wonderful teachers, children and families throughout the 
Pre-School’s final term, while also ensuring that the closure and dissolution of the charity are handled properly. 
We would also very much like to find a way to mark and celebrate 
Blewbury Pre-School itself and the important part it has played in 
village life over the years. We would love to hear from past and 
present families, staff and members of the wider community with 
memories, photographs or ideas for how we might commemorate 
the Pre-School as we approach its final term. Thank you, as 
always, for the support shown to Blewbury Pre-School. 
secretary@blewburypreschool.co.uk Georgina Lesmoir-Gordon 

MEANWHILE…LAST TERM AND NEXT… 
Blewbury Pre-School finished the summer term in great style with 
a garden party for all our children and a really fun session with 
Betty Bloom Dance. Special thanks to Kally and Myfanwy for all 
their fantastic work with the children.   
In July, we welcomed some of the children’s dads into our session 
to share their skills and experiences and read a selection of 
stories, helping to encourage a lifelong love of reading to this 
young age. It was great fun. 
We have sent 14 children off with a flying start to Blewbury 
Primary School in September, and wish each one of them a very 
happy time in this next stage of their education. We now welcome 
back current and new families into our lovely Pre-School.  
We have an exciting and interesting term planned full of lovely learning opportunities and look forward to sharing 
these with you during the term. We hope to have a series of open days later in the autumn to invite all our lovely 
community to come along and visit Pre-School again and reminisce over the last 55 years. We hope to see you then. 
Mrs Edwards and Mrs Phillips 

…AND DON’T FORGET THE PRE-SCHOOL LOTTERY 
July Draw 1st - 080; 2nd - 063; 3rd - 030. August Draw 1st - 037; 2nd - 074; 3rd - 011. The prize funds were shared 
(50%/30%/20%) between the winners in each case and £325 in total was raised for Blewbury Pre-School. 
Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all our members for their continued support. Membership spaces 
are available - to be a part of the next draw, download and fill out a form from www.blewburypreschool.co.uk - also 
available from Blewbury Post Office - or email lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk 

This month’s Foodbank dates are Saturday 29th August to Monday 7th September: drop off at the Old School House 
or the Post Office. Please ensure all food is within its sell by date. Foodbank cannot accept alcohol, razors, medicines, 
or homemade preserves. Cash donations, however small, are also very welcome: 
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate, click Foodbank. 

COFFEE & KIDS! 
Our next session will be on Monday 7th September from 10am to 11.30am in the Vale Room, Blewbury Village 
Hall. We welcome all bumps, babies & toddlers, along with parents, grandparents or carers. Here is a warm, friendly 
and safe place to enjoy the company of others and have some refreshment as the little ones have fun with toys, 
learn to play together, do some craft activities and sing together! A donation of £2 is appreciated towards our costs. 
Mothers' Union hosts look forward to welcoming you. Any queries, text Louise on 07837 009730.  

mailto:office.3248@blewbury.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:secretary@blewburypreschool.co.uk
http://www.blewburypreschool.co.uk/
mailto:lottery@blewburypreschool.co.uk
https://didcotbaptist.churchsuite.com/donate
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BLEWBURY SCHOOL LOOKING FORWARD TO A NEW SCHOOL YEAR AND NURSERY CLASS 
The school is looking forward to welcoming all our new starters into our Reception Class. It’s a big day for new 
parents too, but relief is at hand…see the next article below.  
Congratulations to Mrs Evans (Miss Buckler who was) and thank you to her for sharing some fabulous photos from 
her wedding day on the Blewbury Village Facebook group so that the children could see. 
The school will be working hard this term to update our Early Years unit in readiness for adding a new Nursery class 
in January. The planning started at the end of the summer term when the governors (with the Oxfordshire Diocesan 
Trust support) requested that the Department of Education formally change our age range to the ages of two to 
eleven. It is an exciting prospect! We already have a very good working relationship with Blewbury Preschool and 
will work with the retiring staff, committee and parents to ensure a smooth transition for the children involved. 
More updates will follow in September. Jane Moreton 

REST & RECOVERY ....... WHEN SCHOOL BEGINS 
Parents, come and have some recovery time after you have dropped your children off on that first day of the new 
school year. A welcome to you all and especially to those whose children are starting school for the first time. The 
Vale Room, Blewbury Village Hall, will be open from 8.30am - 9.30am on Thursday 3rd September. A chance to wind 
down and chat with other parents, and the school Governors will be there too. There are complimentary 
refreshments and space for younger children to play. Rev. Louise Butler 

ST MICHAEL’S CHOIR 
We’ve had a lovely summer beginning with our third ‘Hymns 
and Pimms’ or Primary School favourites which was enjoyed 
by all those who came along! We also added in tea and cake 
afterwards which was a great way to finish and chat to 
everyone about our fourth such event next year. We also 
loved singing at a wonderful village wedding in August; we 
sang ‘Oh Happy Day’ at the request of the bride and groom 
and it was a very fitting choice for this lovely occasion.  
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Rees. 
We are looking forward to our autumn preparations getting 
ready for our very popular Advent and Christmas services.  If 
you would like to sing with us, either regularly or join us just 
to sing for the Christmas season, sharing lovely carols and 
anthems for our Christmas events, please contact Sharon by phone or text on 07399 487186. Sharon Phillips 

LOCAL GOLF CLUB FREE AFTERNOON FOR LADIES  
Goring and Streatley Golf Club is organising a FREE open afternoon on Saturday 12th September, 1 pm – 3 pm, for 
ladies in the local area who are new to golf. Our Head Professional and his team will be running some group 
coaching, followed by tea/coffee (or bubbles) and cake, in the clubhouse. This session is for beginners. I was very 
surprised to learn that there are over 730,000 members of England Golf and only 12% are women. We are hoping 
to encourage more women to come and enjoy the beautiful scenery, fresh air and to meet new friends. Contact 
Kiersa Harris 01494 873229 opt.3 or kiersa@goringgolf.co.uk. See www.goringgolf.co.uk for details.  Mandy Alberry 

UNITED CHARITIES OF BLEWBURY CAN HELP 
After the long summer holiday, a new school term starts – or some children are starting 
school for the first time. This can be a difficult time for families, with extra costs for 
uniform, school trips and lunch money.  At United Charities, we can help parents with 
these additional costs if money is a bit tight. 
We can also support people of all ages living in Blewbury, the Astons and Upton, who 
may be struggling financially. We can provide one-off payments, help pay for unexpected expenses, the weekly food 
shop, or other day-to-day living costs. If you, or someone you know, need help, please do get in touch. 
There is a short application form to complete, which can be picked up from the North Porch at St Michael’s Church, 
or requested by email to unitedcharities@outlook.com. Please deliver completed forms to April Cottage (next door 
to the Post Office). We can help you fill in the form if needed. All applications are dealt with confidentially. 

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING FRIDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 
Mary Gaines and friends are holding yet another Macmillan Coffee Morning at 9 Westbrook Green from 10.30 am. 
Please join us for coffee and cake and help us to raise funds for this very worthwhile organisation. We look forward 
to welcoming you all here! For further information please call 01235 850728.  

  

mailto:kiersa@goringgolf.co.uk
http://www.goringgolf.co.uk/
mailto:unitedcharities@outlook.com
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FRIENDS OF ST MICHAEL’S MUSIC EVENINGS 
The Friends have had a quiet summer since the last great Jazz Concert on 5th July, but the committee have been 
working away in the background ready for an autumn of events to enjoy.  
Live music concerts continue with our third event in St Michael’s Church on Sunday 13th September at 5.30pm. 
This time we have extremely talented singer song writer Charlie Wood performing with Dave Wilkinson (guitar) and 
Caspar St Charles (drums). Charlie tours the UK regularly and appears at many of the top venues, giving great 
performances of a wide genre from soul, blues and jazz to appreciative audiences. As always, your support to these 
events is so much appreciated. Your attendance and enjoyment keeps live performing artists like Charlie working, 
and at the same time you will be supporting our efforts to cover the costs of maintaining our historic village church. 
Please come early from 5.00pm if you haven’t already bought your ticket and we hope you enjoy a fun evening with 
friends, great music, atmosphere and a glass or two of French wine. Tickets £20 from the Post Office or call Gill Loyd 
on 07767 463285. Save the date for the final concert of the season on Sunday 11th October: authentic Brazilian 
music from guitarist Luiz Morales and band.  
There will be a Barn Dance open to all the family on Saturday 17th October at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Dancing 
(no skills required!) will be called to music by The Mad Hatters. Ticket prices are £15, with a reduced rate of £7 for 
those aged ten and under. This includes a two-course hot supper. A lovely evening of enjoyment for all the family. 
The village hall bar will be available for drinks. Tickets will be available from mid-September at the Post Office or 
from Gill Loyd 07767 463285.  
Huge thank you to those who submitted photos of our beautiful village for the 2027 calendar, selections have been 
made and by the time this comes out hopefully the printing will be underway.  We are keeping the same format and 
pricing at £8 as in previous years.  Please email fosmblewbury@gmail.com for your copy. They will also be on sale 
at our Autumn Fair on 7th November. We are still looking for stalls to join us, if you have something to promote or 
sell, please email for a place.  No fixed stall fee, donations welcome.  
If you are interested in helping to preserve our Grade 1 listed Church building and would like to join our committee 
please email fosmblewbury@gmail.com for more information. Louise Kieft 

VILLAGE HALL NEWS 
We have been busy over the summer, a small team has been cutting 
and chopping back the overgrown trees, shrubs and other plants, so 
that the solar panel installation can go ahead shortly. Please take 
extra care when this is happening; parts of the car park that will be 
closed to the public, but there are no restrictions to our hall users.  
BlewTube will continue in the Vale Room on the second Thursday of each month at 2pm (we have another booking 
on Wednesday afternoons) with a season of classic films, as requested, please come and join us, tickets on the door, 
£6, tea, coffee and biscuits in the interval. The September movie will be on Thursday 10th: Casablanca, the 1942 
classic starring Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman.  
The EV charging stations are available at a very reasonable rate. Occasionally we have problems with the WiFi 
connection; if you experience this, please ring the helpline number on the sign next to the post office, and the 
engineers can reboot it quickly.  
The hall user meeting will be held on 5th October at 7.30pm in the Vale Room; please send at least one person 
from your group, come along with any comments or suggestions, or contact Karen or Penny.  
Save the date: Sunday 13th December, 12 noon until 3pm, a proper village Christmas fair! There will be stalls selling 
a variety of different goods (£15), outside food vendors (£15) and village charity stalls too (for £5). To book a table 
or a spot outside, please email karencbrooks@gmail.com.  
Please take care driving into the car park: there are often pedestrians going to the school, surgery, the post office 
or the play park. We do respectfully ask for a 10 mph speed limit, and please park responsibly, leaving the disabled 
and EV charging stations free for those who need them, and not blocking the access road for residents. Thank you.  

BLEWSING – BLEWBURY CHOIR  
Following our successful concert at St Michael’s in June at which we raised £800 for Cancer 
Research and the Didcot Food Bank, we are delighted to announce BlewSing rehearsal dates 
for the Autumn.  We meet weekly at the Melland Room in the Clubhouse, starting on Thursday 
September 10th 7.30 – 9.15. For further dates - see our website – details below.  
The choir always sings for pleasure. There are no auditions and no requirement to read music; the only requirement 
is simply a love of singing.  If you would like to join us and/or would like further information, please contact 
sloy24@gmail.com or have a look at our website: http://www.blewsing.org/. 
  

mailto:fosmblewbury@gmail.com
mailto:fosmblewbury@gmail.com
mailto:karencbrooks@gmail.com
mailto:sloy24@gmail.com
http://www.blewsing.org/
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BLEWBURY VILLAGE SOCIETY 
The BVS would like to extend a massive thank-you to the people of Blewbury for 
supporting our Summer Dance this year, despite fierce competition from the Three 
Lions who were playing at the same time. In particular, a special thank-you is due (as 
always) to the Barrett family for being fantastic hosts. The band Too Much Stuff were 
excellent, and added a lot of atmosphere to a wonderful evening. Finally, thanks to 
everyone who helped the dance in one way or another: it takes a large number of people to help put events on like 
this, and we couldn’t do it without you all. All in all, a great night was had, and we look forward to the 2027 event! 
The Blewbury Beer Festival returns on 3rd October 
Ten years after its inception in the Village Hall in 2016, the Blewbury Beer Festival returns as an Oktoberfest in 2026. 
Come and join us for great drinks, live music, good food and a relaxed village atmosphere, all in support of local 
good causes. You can find out more details at https://www.blewbury-beer-festival.co.uk/. 
Fireworks Night, Saturday 7th November 
The BVS Fireworks Night will be held on Saturday 7th November in Tickers Folly Field: put the date in your diary! 
The bar will be selling beer and mulled wine again, and we hope lots of you can attend. We will have the usual wood 
collection beforehand and will be charging a small fee for this. More details on how to get your address on the list 
for pickup will follow in the October Bulletin. We need lots of helpers for this event – in particular with wood 
collection and potato baking beforehand, and with setup and refreshment serving on the night. If you would be able 
to help out at all or have any queries, please get in touch at blewburybvs@gmail.com. We’d love to hear from you!  
Blewbury Garden Market, Saturdays, 9:15–11:00  
The BGM is held on Saturday mornings on the garage forecourt, giving Blewbury people an opportunity to sell excess 
home-grown or home-made produce and plants, to promote local food and reduce waste. We welcome all types of 
home produce for sale, including fresh fruit and vegetables, cut flowers, seedlings, bedding plants and perennials, 
free-range eggs and home cooking – such as jams and chutneys, bread, cakes and biscuits. Producers set their own 
prices for their sale items; the BGM takes a 10% levy to cover our costs. See blewburygm.co.uk/ for more 
information. We will go on until mid-late September depending on weather and available produce.  
Your BVS committee needs you! 
The BVS committee is a team of volunteers who help to run events for the village, and we are always grateful to 
hear your ideas and for any offers of help. We currently have a couple of vacancies on the committee, and we would 
love to hear from anyone who would be interesting in joining to support the BVS and your community. If you don’t 
want to join but you have an event that you would like to make happen, or if you would just like to support one of 
our regular calendar events, please contact us at blewburybvs@gmail.com. 
BVS marquee for hire 
The BVS marquee is available for hire by other groups, societies and individuals in the village for a small charge. It 
measures 12m × 6m and has sides if needed. We also now have fairy lights for hire along with it to help with 
decorating it! If you were at the Beer Festival, or have supported the Fireworks Night or Summer Dance, you may 
have seen it in action. To book it, contact lydia.wanstall@gmail.com. 

POST OFFICE & VILLAGE SHOP NEWS 
Bank Holiday and September special opening hours 
Please note that the Post Office will be closed on Monday 31st August for the Bank Holiday and Tuesday 1st 
September due to staff absence. We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause and thank you for your 
understanding. Throughout September, we will also be closing at 12 noon on Wednesdays and Fridays to help us 
cover staff leave. Our September opening hours will therefore be: 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 9am – 3pm; Wednesday & Friday: 9am – 12 noon.  
Thank you for your understanding and patience while we make these temporary changes. 
In the Shop 
We have a gorgeous selection of handmade crochet pieces in store, including beautiful cardigans, children’s clothes, 
cosy blankets and adorable stuffed toys. Each piece is individually handmade, making them really special and 
completely unique. They make lovely gifts for birthdays, new arrivals and special occasions - or simply a beautiful 
keepsake to treasure. We also have a selection of crystals, gifts and floral wreaths, alongside our usual everyday 
essentials, fresh free-range eggs, local honey, sweet treats and cards. 
As always, a huge thank you to everyone who continues to shop locally and support Blewbury Village Store and Post 
Office. Every visit really does help us to keep this important village service going, and we are incredibly grateful for 
your support. We hope everyone has had a fantastic summer and wish all the children heading back to school a 
brilliant start to the new school year! We look forward to seeing you soon, Sarah, Karen & Andrew 

  

https://www.blewbury-beer-festival.co.uk/
mailto:blewburybvs@gmail.com
https://www.blewburygm.co.uk/
mailto:blewburybvs@gmail.com
mailto:lydia.wanstall@gmail.com
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PEOPLE’S EMERGENCY BRIEFING FILM: SAVE THE DATE 
Village Hall, Tuesday 6th October, 8.00pm (doors open 7.30pm). Drinks and snacks provided.   
Blewbury is experiencing its warmest summer on record.  This is why we’re joining over 2,663 towns, villages and 
workplaces across the UK to host this film to update us on the climate and nature crisis.  
In November 2025 ten leading researchers and specialists came together to present the latest evidence on the 
climate and nature crisis to politicians and other influential people in Westminster. That evidence is now on the 
public record for us in Blewbury to see. The aim of this film is for the government to deliver a televised briefing for 
the nation and launch a science-led response. The film lasts for just an hour and then we’ll discuss it together 
informally over drinks and snacks. Organised by Sustainable Blewbury, the event is free but we welcome donations 
to cover our costs.  There’s no need to book a ticket but it will help if you email sarahbennie@gmail.com to say that 
you’re coming (or click on https://www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk/). Tickets will be on a first come first served 
basis and we’ll organise a further showing if you can’t make this date. 

CORAL RICHARDS OBITUARY 
Long-term Blewbury resident Coral Richards passed away peacefully on 12th August 2026. Coral was born in 
Selsdon, Croydon in 1935, the youngest daughter of Cyril and Shirley Waynforth but grew up Whitstable, Kent, 
where her father was the vicar. Following her graduation from Central School of Speech and Drama in London she 
began work as a Speech Therapist, first in Reading and then Oxford, running clinics in hospitals and schools, including 
at St Birinus. Following publication of her thesis, she was admitted as a Fellow to the Royal College of Speech Therapy 
– at the time the youngest ever to achieve this. 
A keen rock climber and mountaineer, she joined the Rugby Mountaineering Society and, along with her sister 
Shirley, made a mad dash every Friday night to camp in an old army tent before ascending whatever peak had been 
planned for that weekend.  
She met John Richards when he had just graduated from Cambridge and moved to Harwell for his first job. They 
married in 1963 and moved to Blewbury, first to Healmwic Cottage and then to Brookside in 1972. They had three 
children, Vanessa, Zillah and Graham.  Coral was hugely active in village life and involved in setting up a number of 
the institutions and societies we still enjoy today, including the Pre-School and WI. Coral sat on the Parish Council 
for 24 years, where, among other things, she championed the skatepark despite some vocal opposition who felt it 
“wasn’t right for Blewbury”. As a member of the Tennis Club Committee, she helped fundraise successfully for the 
new courts and was made Honorary Club President in her later years. Anyone remember the washing-peg tennis 
ladder that always sat in her porch? She was a Trustee of the Blewbury Players for over 35 years, taking part in 
numerous productions including one memorable turn as Hippolyta where she wrestled a 6-foot man to the floor. 
She loved to paint, and a highlight every year was the art trip to Venice run by Ron Freeborn and Roy East. She 
attended every Comedy Night right up to her 90th, always with an annual check in by Paddy, and was still singing 
with BlewSing even when she couldn't quite remember all the words.  
When John’s software company started to grow, she joined the firm, characteristically considering every member 
of the company to be family. 
Coral and John travelled extensively, including to Syria, Venezuela, Peru, Uzbekistan and New Zealand. Coral visited 
India many times and had a long association with an orphanage there, Stepping Stones. A significant Blewbury 
fundraiser was the annual Curry Lunch, to which she always contributed her famous Coronation Chicken. 
In 2011 she lost John to cancer and, tragically, the following year also lost her son Graham. Despite such sadness, 
she remained resolute in her faith and bore it with a 
resilience helped by the strength of family and the 
Blewbury community. In her latter years, when 
Alzheimer’s took hold, she was surrounded by the love 
and support of that same community. Her daughters, 
Vanessa and Zillah, her daughter in law Heather, and 
her seven grandchildren are immensely grateful for all 
the kindness shown to her. 
Coral will be remembered for her ever-present smile, 
wicked sense of humour, her generosity of spirit and 
huge capacity to help others. But perhaps most 
memorably, there were Coral and John on the dance 
floor at every Blewbury event – first up and last off. 
Zillah Richards 
  

mailto:sarahbennie@gmail.com
https://www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk/
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SUMMER PLAY REVIEW: THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS 
“The Wide World”, we were warned in the opening minutes of The Wind in the Willows, “is a topic we avoid.” And 
given the mayhem of the Wide World in 2026, who could argue with that? For two hours on a warm July evening, 
we needed only to remember that 2026 marks 50 years since the founding of the Blewbury Players, and that for 
their golden anniversary production they had invited us to share the garden of Orchard Dene with the creatures, 
human and otherwise, of former Blewbury resident Kenneth Grahame’s landmark work of children’s literature. 
The overall tone was set from the very start, as music from Annie Casey’s fine six-piece band heralded the arrival of 
a pack of animal actors dressed in Edwardian finery and sporting a variety of furry ears and tails. As with all the 
play’s crowd scenes, some featuring up to thirty people, director Ed White’s choreographic expertise ensured there 
was always method in the madness; for the first meeting of Mole and Rat, the twirling parasols of this opening 
sequence quickly transformed themselves into a swirling river, providing a perfect foil for the ingeniously designed 
rowing boat in which our heroes set off for their evening’s adventure. 
As in the original story, there were four major characters. In Mole, Nikki Gibson gave us a plucky newcomer who we 
quickly took to our hearts as our guide to the world of the Riverbank. With the gentlemanly Rat, Jessica Haworth 
disarmed us with a Joyce Grenfell-ish combination of innocence, enthusiasm and doing the right thing. In gruff, no-
nonsense Badger, Steve White wielded a (very) big stick just enough to convince us we wanted him on our side. And 
in a garish, green-checked suit, with hair to match, Chris Mousley Jones was every inch the rascally, irrepressible Mr 
Toad, switching from bombast to boredom, from road hog to romantic dreamer, faster than you can say “poop, 
poop!”. A word, too, for a fifth animal, Albert the horse, added to the story by playwright Alan Bennett and played 
lugubriously and hilariously by Jane Gibson. And not forgetting Myf Laugharne’s gang of pinstriped hooligan weasels, 
barging through the action as a constant reminder that it could all turn to tears. 
Against this manic riverbank menagerie, the play’s few human characters had a tough job making themselves heard. 
Nevertheless, Ric Harley’s Magistrate, Stephanie Hilder’s Washerwoman, Lara Sharman’s Bargewoman, Laura 
Pusey’s Gaoler’s Daughter and Brian Nutter’s Brummie-accented Train Driver all made a lasting impression. And as 
always in Players productions, those on stage were strongly supported by those off, notably Caitlan Smith and Dave 
Carless’s precision sound cues, Max Varvill’s dynamic lighting and designer Lizzy McBain’s astonishing parade of 
picture-book boats, trains and automobiles in which the characters whizzed whimsically around the stage. 
As Bennett writes in his introduction to the play, it is “a formidable undertaking… I just hope that future casts and 
directors will have as much fun doing it as we all did at the National Theatre and the Old Vic.” On the evidence of 
this 50th anniversary production, the Blewbury Players definitely did. And so did we!    Chris Whatmore 

BOOK REVIEW: DRAMA IN AN OXFORDSHIRE VILLAGE 
Fifty Years of the Blewbury Players, by Stephen White.  
Stephen has succeeded in tracing the entire, intriguing story of the Blewbury Players from their earliest origins in 
the 1940s to the present day, and has delivered both a valuable village record and a book to enjoy. He blends the 
precision of the historian with the craft of the storyteller. The work is set out on three levels for our interest and 
enjoyment. At the highest level we have a fabulous array of artwork and photographs fitting neatly into the historical 
chapters on level two. The text is engaging, highly detailed, and easy to read. Politics, differences of opinion, and 
even power struggles are carefully explained. At the third level, we have beautifully illustrated summaries of the 
most important plays. Together they constitute an unfolding drama of their own, highlighting the changing trends 
in subject, style and technique with images of the actors and crews gracing the pages as they did the stage.  
The stats are impressive; they are nicely presented and easy to follow. They quickly reveal that The Players have 
fielded 81 productions, created 1384 parts, sold around 50,000 tickets and made handsome profits in all but two of 
their 50 years. Amazing. The book is a brilliant window on our village, and I believe it will appeal to the whole 
community, at home and abroad, both now and in the future.  It makes me proud to belong here. Peter Cockrell 

CROQUET CLUB OPEN DAY 
Blewbury's Croquet Club lawn is still green and lush, despite the hosepipe 
ban, thanks to our new borehole. On Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August, 
we're throwing our doors open to anyone (16 or older) who fancies trying 
out the game. No experience necessary; we'll provide all the equipment and 
coaching you need. Just drop in anytime between 2 & 5, wearing some flat-
soled shoes (eg trainers), and ready to have some fun. David Long, 
Secretary@blewburycroquetclub.org.uk 07484 360169.  

mailto:Secretary@blewburycroquetclub.org.uk
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News from St. Michael’s 

 

Rector - The Revd Canon Jason St. John Nicolle 
BENEFICE OFFICE - 01235 850267 

 

How to contact us: - 
Elaine de Ridder, Operations Manager, is available Monday to Friday from 
9.00-2.30 pm on 01235 850267, 07434 686044 or via email 
office@churnchurches.co.uk. Website www.churnchurches.co.uk  
 

Bookings for Weddings, Baptisms and funerals may be made by contacting 
the office via email or on the office number. 

 

Father Jason St John Nicolle 01235 850267   office@churnchurches.co.uk  
   

 

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730   revlouiseb@aol.com  
   

Revd John Clarke 01235 510073 jphclarke@gmail.com 
   

Revd Dr Mark Rhodes-Smith 01235 850267 mark.rhodes-smith@churnchurches.co.uk  

 

In addition to the services in Church, we continue to have an online service at 10.30am every Sunday via the link 
https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice. We also have online Compline at 8pm during weekdays via 
link https://meet.goto.com/312446493. We would also be delighted to arrange for home communion for those who 
are unable to attend a service. 

Services in September - Creationtide 
Thursday 3rd    7.00 pm Time for Reflection 

 Sunday 6th September      14th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00 am 

10.30 am 
Holy Communion 
All Age service 

Wednesday 9th  7.30 pm Fellowship home group, Charity School House 
 Sunday 13th September 15th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30 am Choir-led Taizé Service 

Thursday  17th   10.00 am MU Holy Communion 
 Sunday 20th September     16th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Wednesday 24th  7.30 pm Fellowship home group, Charity School House 
 Sunday 27th September 15th Sunday after Trinity 

 10.30 am Harvest Festival, followed by a lunch for all 

Creationtide, also known as the Season of Creation, is a period in the church calendar dedicated to 
celebrating God as the Creator and Sustainer of all life. In the Church of England, it runs from 
September 1st to October 4th. The Church of England celebrates Creationtide and during this time we 
focus on God as Creator and also focus on our environmental responsibility 

 

The culmination of Creationtide will be a Q&A on Climate on Sunday afternoon 11th 
October at St Andrew’s Hagbourne. Our MP, Olly Glover, will be on our panel. We are 
very happy that the Climate Q&A is will be preceded a few days earlier by the showing of The People’s 
Emergency Briefing, hosted by Sustainable Blewbury in Blewbury Village Hall on Tuesday 6th October.  
More details to follow in next month’s Bulletin.  

Recent weddings and blessings at St Michael’s Blewbury 
7th August: Ned Bartholomew and Lucy Saunders (blessing of their marriage) 
15th August: Philip Rees and Amanda Taylor 
We pray for God’s blessing on them as they continue to build their lives together 
 

Recent baptisms 
28th June: Leo Frederick Stephen Johnson  
12th July: Freya Elizabeth Royle  
May God’s blessing of peace and joy be with them and protect them all of their days 

  

https://meet.goto.com/ChurnBenefice/sundayservice
https://meet.goto.com/312446493
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Our Choices Matter 
 

I wonder if you have ever thought about what it is that makes a human being a human being? 
What is it that distinguishes a human being from a robot or a computer?   What is lost when we 
replace a human being with a piece of clever AI? 
 

Some philosophers and theologians would argue that the distinctive thing about a human being 
is that human beings have the ability to think. However, with the rise of ever-more intelligent 
computers, it seems hard to maintain the position that human beings have the monopoly on 
thought. Others have suggested that human beings are unique because only human beings have a “soul” – but this is 
also problematic, because there is no universal definition of what a “soul” is, if indeed such a thing actually exists at 
all.  Others have suggested that human beings are unique because they have the ability to reflect, and that only 
human beings are “conscious” and “self-aware”; again, this is disputed, and some would argue that other organisms 
have the ability to reflect on themselves and their environment.  
 

At this point, you may be thinking to yourself: what about feelings?  Are humans unique because only humans have 
feelings?  Again, this claim would be disputed. Many other life forms demonstrate responses which might be 
considered to be “emotional”.    

 

But there is a further aspect to being human, which I think has often been downplayed. Human beings aren’t simply 
machines which think. We are also ethical beings, capable of making conscious choices: choosing what seems to be 
good, and rejecting what seems to be bad. At a philosophical level, it is possible to debate the extent to which the 
choices human beings make are genuinely free choices, or whether they have been pre-determined in some sort of 
way. But at the end of the day, human beings make choices, and these are influenced or directed by an ethical code. 
Our society as a whole is the result of the sum of the choices we all make together, and the choices which have been 
made in previous generations. 

 

Having experienced such an unusually hot and dry spell of weather over recent weeks, I’m sure many if not all of us 
will be thinking hard about the choices we make about the way we live our lives and care for the environment.  Man-
made climate change is a painful reality, but each one of us still has the ability to make choices which show we care 
for our world. We can still make a difference, if we act decisively and if we act now.  

 

There are lots of ways we can explore further what this might mean for us in our own lives, but you might well find 
two upcoming events both interesting and helpful. Both take place at St Andrew’s Hagbourne: the first is a talk 
about “The environmental costs of AI”, at 6pm on Sunday 13th September; and the second is a Climate Q & A at 5pm 
on Sunday 11th October. There is no charge for either event, and you would be most welcome.  

- Father Jason  

August was a very special month for this organisation as our founder member, 
Mary Sumner, was celebrated on 9th August. The BBC Morning Service came from 
Old Alresford, Hampshire, where Mary Sumner had gathered village women 
together for the first meeting in 1876. (Listen on BBC Sounds!) Since then, the 
charity has expanded to a membership of 4 million across 84 countries. On that 

day Mary Sumner was also celebrated at Choral Evensong in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Many members from 
Oxford Diocese joined the congregation for an uplifting service. MU banners were displayed and prayers for MU 
were given. How fitting that visitors from many different nations were present. 
 

There is much that goes on overseas, including a worldwide parenting programme, literacy circles and savings groups 
in developing countries, community resilience training in places where disasters are likely to occur, and 
encouragement for members to speak out against gender-based violence. Members across UK and Ireland raise 
funds for these projects to continue and new ones to develop. 

 

Our branch meets monthly for a Holy Communion service followed by refreshments. This will be on Thursday 17th 
September, 10am at St. Michael’s Church, Blewbury. All are very welcome. Join us and Join in. 

Revd Louise Butler 07837 009730, leader, Churn MU branch 

THANK YOU for the knitted and crocheted poppies already handed in for our Remembrance Day poppy 
display! We have a bigger and better display in mind this year so we woud be very grateful for as many 
poppies as we could get to add to what we already have. Patterns are available from Elaine in the Office. 

Food Bank Collection                                                                                              Saturday 29 August till Monday 7 September 

Thank you for your continued generosity to the Didcot Emergency Foodbank. Please help if you can! Drop off items 
at the Old School House between the dates above or at the Post Office anytime.                - St Michael's Action Group 
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NATURE NOTES 
I had a chance encounter upon Tickers Folly one July day. Walking 
along the wildflower area from the corner of my eye I noted a small 
wasp-like creature, but there was something different about it. As I 
got closer, I could see two large antennae and red markings on its 
transparent wings. I scrambled for my phone to take a picture of the 
beast, but I clumsily disturbed it and all I was left with was a single, 
blurry photo. However, there was just enough of an image to confirm 
my suspicion that this was no wasp but rather one of the rare 
dayflying ‘Clearwing’ moths! 
From that photo I could see that it had five black and yellow bands, 
and given the habitat of calcareous grassland I deduced that the 
species was the Six-belted Clearwing (Bembecia ichneumoniformis). 
Desperate to get a confirmed spotting and clearer picture I manged 
to procure a pheromone lure for the species. Pheromones are 
chemical signals that are secreted by various creatures and can travel 
some distance to send a ‘message’ to that same species. Normally 
they are a signal for mating.  
After one false start, when the winds were too high for the moth to fly, the lure was again deployed at Tickers Folly 
and the wait began. Sure enough, within a few short minutes, a male of the species greedily inspected the lure. A 
swish of the net and the specimen was safely potted for a closer inspection! They are small, with a wingspan of 18-
24mm. Large, thick, black antenna, curve from their hairy heads. The abdomen is a striking black and yellow series 
of stripes (six in the male), mimicking more ‘dangerous’ insects such a bees or wasps. The wings are long and pointed 
with stencil like lines, with flashes of orange scales. 
The caterpillars feed in the roots of bird’s-foot trefoil and Kidney Vetch. So, over the next few days we went to 
several sites around the village confirming the species at the Nature Reserve and Juniper Valley. My junior field 
assistant, James Morgan, got in on the act with a first record of the species up at the Chalk Pits. Glen Meadows 

BLEWBURY SWIFT PROJECT 
Arriving from Africa each spring, usually in April and May, swifts spend almost their entire lives on the wing. They 
feed, drink and even sleep in the air, only landing to nest in small cavities high on 
buildings. Faithful to their nesting sites, they return to the same places year after 
year. But modern building design and renovation mean there are now far fewer 
places available for them to breed. The UK Swift population has declined by 
around 60% since the mid-1990s, and swifts are now a red-listed species in the 
UK – so every new nesting opportunity is important. Every Swift box and nesting 
site we create increases opportunities for these remarkable birds to thrive in 
Blewbury. By working together, we can help ensure Swifts continue to return to 
our village for generations to come. 
Host a Swift box: installing a nest box high on a suitable building provides a safe 
place for Swifts to breed and raise their young. It’s simple, unobtrusive and 
provides valuable nesting space. 
Why now? Although Swifts leave for Africa in late summer, installing a nest box 
now means it will be ready when they return next spring. Swifts are highly faithful 
to nesting sites and young first-time breeders will investigate suitable new locations on their arrival. Putting up a 
box outside the breeding season also avoids disturbing current nesting birds (Swift or otherwise) and gives plenty 
of time for it to weather naturally.  
Interested in hosting a Swift box or finding out more? Contact the project coordinators: Conor MacKenzie 
conormackenzie91@gmail.com or Sarah Bennie sarahabennie@gmail.com.  Thank 
you for helping to Save our Swifts. 

BRIDGE NOTES Quiz questions (answers on page 21) 
HAND 1 is one of the best hands you’ve ever held...so, of course, partner opens 3D.  
HAND 2 sees partner making a weak jump overcall, i.e. a bad hand with 6 spades.  
After falling off your chair on hearing about your eleven-card fit, what do you bid? 
Finn Clark  

Photo: Gareth Casburn 

mailto:conormackenzie91@gmail.com
mailto:sarahabennie@gmail.com
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BLEWBURY PLAYERS 
We will be performing A Christmas Carol at St Michael’s Church on 25-28th November, 2026. 
To be directed by Jo Laugharne, who directed such a memorable production of The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe in St Michael’s in 2017.  
Workshop auditions will be held on 12/13 September. We looking for an ensemble cast and 
inviting those interested to join group workshop auditions. There will be a handful of 
ensemble roles for children school year 6 and above. Rehearsals will be mainly at weekends 
starting 3rd October. There will be some group singing at auditions. Singing roles are optional. 

To book an audition contact us at blewburyplayers@gmail.com.  
The Wind in the Willows official production photos at www.blewburyplayers.co.uk. We sold out for all performances 
within two weeks of our box office opening! Almost 1200 people of all ages enjoyed the exploits and adventures of 
Toad and his friends. Thanks for the numerous wonderful messages we received following our performances.  
‘Drama in an Oxfordshire Village – Fifty Years of the Blewbury Players’: Steve’s beautiful book is now on sale at 
Savages and Blewbury Post Office, or online for postal delivery https://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/drama-in-an-
oxfordshire-village-fifty-years-of-the-blewbury-players1976-2026.  
Reviews of both The Wind in the Willows and Steve’s book are on page 13.  

PLAYERS’ TRIBUTE TO CORAL 
The Players were saddened to hear of the passing of Coral Richards, one of their longest-serving and most 
enthusiastic supporters. Coral’s contribution to village drama preceded the Players. She was the eponymous victim 
in the Murder of Maria Marten, in the barn at Orchard Dene, as part of the 1973 Festival, and she organised play 
readings for the BVS. Her first appearance for the Players was as the Hostess in The Taming of the Shrew, in 1977. 
She then appeared in a wide range of roles, tending towards the comic. She provided some welcome light relief as 
Sarah Good in The Crucible in 1980, was Ursula in 1992’s Much Ado, part of the chorus in 2002’s Murder in the 
Cathedral in St Michael’s and an hilarious Sporty Spice in the 2007 BBC3 revue.  When she appeared in the Wunaxe 
Production of Revelations in the village hall in 1984, Ron Freeborn, seeing her in rehearsal, thought that ‘half of 
Coral’s stuff should be cut’. Two weeks later, when he saw the performance, he thought it ‘the best thing Coral has 
ever done.’ Her last appearance was as an old man in 2008’s Canterbury Tales. 
Coral was a Trustee of the Players for forty years, joining in 1982 and continuing until 2022, when she became an 
Honorary Trustee.  Among her roles was neighbour liaison, a normally congenial responsibility but one which, in her 
time, involved delicate diplomacy to dissuade one neighbour from banging dustbin lids during performances.  
Coral never took herself too seriously as an actor. She was never precious about the sort of roles she would accept. 
Her main aim was to have fun and to do her best for a production. She always had a smile on her face and her 
enthusiasm was infectious. She will be remembered with love and fondness. 

BLEWSHED NEWS 
BlewShed meetings: 'Swifts need more homes' was the message from 
professional ornithologist Conor McKenzie when he gave a BlewShed 
members and guests a fascinating talk on the lives of our summer visiting 
swifts. BlewShed has begun making swift nesting boxes to help with the 
Blewbury Swift Project (see page 17) helping to provide more homes for 
them to raise their young.  
This was followed in July by a presentation from BlewShed member and 
engineer Dave Watsham on how he designed and built a hovercraft in his garage and races it. Dave brought his 
hovercraft but, unfortunately, a serious engine fault from its most recent race meant he couldn't do a live 
demonstration.  
Future Meetings: The next evening meeting, on 25th August (early Bulletin recipients might just catch this!), will be 
Robert Keyes 'exploring the world in a drop of pond water' down his microscope. If you want to know what amazing 
mini-creatures lurk in your pond, bring a drop along! Planned themes for September and October will be 'insurance 
for community sheds' and 'motorcycles', more details next month. All welcome. 
Community Projects: The Jerry Faulkner memorial bench by the cricket pitch, recently restored by BlewShed, was 
found smashed to pieces so is now a repeat project. Good quality oak lengths used in its repair had been taken, so 
these will have to be replaced.  
BlewShed opening times: Mon 2-4pm, Tue 1.30-4pm, Thu 2-4pm, Fri 2-4pm and Sat 1.30-4.00 pm. Everyone is 
welcome to club nights on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 7.30pm at BlewShed. We look forward to seeing you 
Mike Wrottesley, BlewShed secretary. secretaryblewshed@gmail.com. Website: https://blewshed.home.blog. 
  

mailto:blewburyplayers@gmail.com
http://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/
https://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/drama-in-an-oxfordshire-village-fifty-years-of-the-blewbury-players1976-2026
https://www.blewburyplayers.co.uk/drama-in-an-oxfordshire-village-fifty-years-of-the-blewbury-players1976-2026
mailto:secretaryblewshed@gmail.com
https://blewshed.home.blog/
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CANADIAN CORRESPONDENT 
Canada has just celebrated its 159th year of existence!  It will be interesting to see the statistics on the ethnic make-
up of the Vancouver population from the current census. Canada has undergone many waves of immigration over 
the centuries, commencing some 10-15,000 years ago with peoples of Asian origin making the journey either across 
the Siberian land bridge after the cessation of the last Ice Age or up the west coast from the southeast-Asian island 
chains.  Evidence shows Viking settlements going back a 1000 years or so, but apparently they didn’t stay long, 
finding the local conditions too harsh for them.  More recently, many different European explorers have landed on 
various parts of the North American continent, with waves of migration following for various reasons including the 
Irish potato famine, the Highland Clearances in Scotland and the building of the Canadian Pacific railway across 
Canada in the 1880s, when many thousands of Chinese workers were drafted in and then stayed, now forming a 
considerable percentage of modern-day Canada’s population. The Gold Rush in the 1850-60s also contributed to 
the Chinese population, who travelled up from California to newly discovered gold deposits in Fraser Canyon in 
British Columbia.  Post-WW2 there was also a considerable influx of people seeking a better life in a new continent, 
with large numbers of people from Eastern Europe after the Immigration Act was revised in 1976. 
Japanese immigrants began arriving in the late 1800s, settling largely on Vancouver Island and Fraser Valley.  During 
WWII, the Japanese settlers (many now Canadian citizens) were stripped of their rights and property and forcibly 
interned after the Pearl Harbour attack in 1941. More recently, over 300,000 Chinese people came from Hong Kong 
after the Tiananmen Square uprising and settled in Vancouver (although some have since returned to their 
homeland) – recently estimated at 27% of the population. India is now Canada's leading source country for new 
permanent residents (over a million between 2015-24,) with large communities thriving in hubs like the Greater 
Toronto Area and Metro Vancouver, the majority being of the Sikh faith, filling severe labour shortages and boosting 
the number of international students. However, the Philippines now ranks as the second largest source, followed 
by China. Many seek economic prosperity, higher education, and refuge from political instability or conflict, as do 
some 300,000 Ukrainians who have sought refuge from the “special military operation” foisted on their country by 
Russia, and have been welcomed into our communities. They all add to the multicultural richness of Vancouver, 
with restaurants in areas like Chinatown and Little India serving excellent national dishes. Angela Hoy 

WILD OXFORDSHIRE: FARMER CLUSTERS   
Many of us probably don't think about our local farmers on a regular basis (except when we’re stuck behind a tractor 
on a country road!), but they are the heart of our rural landscape, growing food, managing hedgerows, and 
supporting wildlife across the countryside. Agricultural land accounts for 74% of Oxfordshire, and the way farmland 
is managed has a huge impact on the biodiversity that land can support. Farmers are now joining forces through 
clusters to care for the landscape, creating space for wildlife and healthier soils, wetlands, and habitats. These 
groups facilitate collaborations between farmers and landowners to deliver conservation projects, and act as 
support systems by giving guidance and enabling the sharing of experiences and knowledge. Vitally, farmer clusters 
are farmer-led, meaning that members play a key role in the decision-making and have a sense of ownership.   
The Clumps and Ridgeway Farmer Clusters   
Wild Oxfordshire is a charity seeking to create a more natural, resilient, and biodiverse Oxfordshire for the 
benefit of all. We are proud to facilitate two Farmer Clusters: The Clumps Farmer Cluster, a group of 14 farms 
located around the Wittenham Clumps, and the Ridgeway Farmer Cluster, a membership of 15 farms. We 
support them to deliver workshops and events that meet the specific needs of local farmers. Workshops have 
covered a broad range of topics from soil health and hedgerow management to understanding changes in 
government grants and farm diversification. The clusters are also delivering on-the-ground projects, including 
the Ridgeway Dew Pond Project, restoring dew ponds on the Chalk Downland. Clumps Farmer Cluster has 
also installed signs to help walkers understand what they can do to look after the countryside. Both clusters 
are collaborating with neighbouring clusters to further our impact. Ridgeway Farmer Cluster is one of five 
clusters working together to support farmland birds and manage deer populations across the North Wessex 
Downs. In addition, we have been awarded funding from the Rothschild Foundation, which will support long-
term development and project delivery.  
How you can help   
A farmer yourself? For more information visit https://farmerclusters.com. But you don’t have to be a farmer to 
support the countryside and your local farmers. Follow the countryside code - leave gates and property as you find 
them, follow local signs and keep to marked paths. Take your litter home, bag up dog poo, do not light fires and only 
have BBQs where signs allow them. Always keep dogs in sight and on leads around livestock and during the bird 
breeding season. Submit any wildlife sightings to Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre. Buy local food 
where possible at farm shops and local markets. Jessica Bouwer, Wild Oxfordshire  

https://farmerclusters.com/
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HISTORY OF THE COLLECTION OF MORGAN JONES, THE BLEWBURY MISER 
Following the article by Mary Gaines in the June edition of the Bulletin about Morgan Jones, the Blewbury Miser, 
this follow-up describes what happened to his coat and other artefacts. When he left Blewbury in 1824, his coat, 
shoes, neckerchief, glasses, inkwell and toothbrush remained in the village, and almost immediately the collection 
achieved a fame far beyond Blewbury. They were held first by local landowner and farmer Job Lousley (1790-1855) 
who was Morgan Jones’s friend, and was also an author, books collector and antiquarian. According to 
contemporary newspaper articles about Morgan Jones, “His coat, slippers, neckerchief, inkstand and pen are still in 
existence. I have seen them. No beggar on the high road would possibly own them. They are positively wondrous. 
That they ever should have been worn or owned by a clergyman, seems past belief.” (Quoted from “The Riches that 
bring no Sorrow” by Rev Erskine Neale 1852 and in Reading Mercury 21/02/1852) 
Luke Lousley (1828-1892), Job’s son, from The Manor at Hampstead Norreys then became the guardian of the 
collection. Luke had a small museum; he used to give talks about Blewbury and show the coat. The British 
Archaeological Association visited his house on 16th September 1859 (St James Chronicle 17/09/1859) and the 
Newbury Field Club viewed it in September 1870 (Reading Chronicle 01/10/1870). The coat also featured in the 
Newbury Art and Industrial Exhibition in September 1884 (Newbury Weekly News 25/09/1884) when Luke Lousley 
exhibited many items from his museum collection.  
The coat passed into the care of Eli Caudwell (related via Hannah Lousley his grandmother) of Ashbrook House, who 
was a churchwarden in Blewbury for over 40 years, and in 1904 he arranged for a wooden framed glass case to be 
constructed to house the artefacts. In 1909 
an article in Untravelled Berkshire states 
“This coat has now become historic; it now 
hangs in a glass case in the house of a 
member of the family which has possessed it 
for generations”. A postcard produced in the 
early part of the 20th century, illustrating 
this coat and its history, is shown here. 
After the death of Eli Caudwell the coat in its 
case passed to his son Morris Eli Caudwell, 
then to Reginald Robinson for safe keeping. 
It then went to Reg’s daughter Julia Pearl 
who married Reginald Taylor, and for many 
years it resided at Parsonage Farm. There is 
a photo of Reg Taylor taken for the Picture 
Post with the coat and one of his daughter Joanna Thomson, née Taylor, with the coat in 1948. Joanna, in a letter 
she wrote in in 2007 in reply to Mr Jim Mayfield, an American who wished to purchase the coat from the family, 
said “At no time have we or any member of the Lousley or Caudwell or Robinson families claimed ownership of 
Morgan Jones’ coat. We have been guardians of the coat for the village of Blewbury.” 
Thus, the coat and its accompanying shoes, neckerchief etc are village artefacts which are now kept by the Blewbury 
Local History Group. The plan is to conserve the collection and put it on public display in St Michael’s Church to mark 
the bicentenary of Morgan Jones’ death. Jane Barrett on behalf of Blewbury Local History Group. 

BLEWBURY WI NEWS 
Our monthly meeting is on Wednesday 23rd September.  Blewbury WI are delighted to welcome Jennipher 
Marshall-Jenkinson to tell us about “The secret life of colour”.  Colour can make us happy or sad - we will 
look at the whole spectrum.  Colour affects us all and Jennipher will describe how it has influenced history 
– remember how King Louis of France proclaimed purple to be a royal colour that no-one else could wear?    
For all matters to do with Blewbury WI, ring our Secretary, Joy, on 850543 or email 
blewburywi@gmail.com.   

Mondays 2.30pm Mah Jong Sharon 

Friday 4 September 7pm Craft club Karen 

Monday 7 September 7pm Scrabble Lyn B. 

Thursday 10  September 2.30pm Rummikub Jan G 

Tuesday 15 September 10.30am Coffee morning Trish 

 
 
 
 

mailto:blewburywi@gmail.com
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Repair café. Sunday 6th September, 2 to 4pm in the Melland Room at 
Blewbury Clubhouse and in BlewShed. Bring your household items, clocks, 
watches and gardening articles for repair or sharpening, clothes for 
mending and bicycles for fixing. Refreshments are available. There is no 
charge but donations are welcome to cover costs. Arrive early to avoid 
disappointment. Come and see what we do and enjoy a cuppa and cake. If 
you can’t get to the Melland Room, contact the secretary. 

Apple juicing. We offer facilities to apple juice so that your fallen apples can be put to good use. Our sessions are at 
the Manor, Berry Lane on  Sundays 13th and 27th September, 11th and 25th October, 2 to 4pm. Bring washed apples 
(bad bits removed but not cores) and your own clean bottles or containers. Arrive by 3pm if you want to pasteurise 
your juice (which will need glass screw top bottles). Costs: £1.80 to press a large bucket or basket of apples plus 40p 
per bottle to pasteurize. You can also freeze unpasteurised juice (in plastic containers). Cash preferred. If you have 
a large quantity of apples, you can hire our equipment for £17.50 per day if you live in the village or Upton, £22.50 
if you live elsewhere. For further information email Andy:  andy3210123@gmail.com 

Volunteering at the Nature Reserve, Saturday 12th September, 9.30 to 11.30am. We will need to start scything and 
re-instating the paths having left them alone during bird nesting, as well as hedge maintenance. Bring your own 
protective gloves and a drink. Meet at the Reserve. 

People’s Emergency Briefing Film, Tuesday 6th October, 8pm, to update us 
on Climate Change and Nature. See page 11 for more details. 

Save the Swifts. We are starting to install Swift boxes across the village. If 
you are interested in having a nest box, contact sarahabennie@gmail.com. 
For more details see page 17.  

Finally, a big thank you to everyone who helped water the trees in Quaker 
Wood this summer. While we may have lost some trees, I’m sure we have 
saved others through the prolonged drought. A special thank you to Ian 
Mather who set up the pump and hose for us most sessions. 

To volunteer or join our mailing list, email secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk. For Freecycle items see page 23. 

BRIDGE QUIZ ANSWERS (questions on page 17) 
HAND 1: my partner bid 6S and was disappointed to see a 
completely normal 3D opening in dummy.  He managed  to go 
two off when dummy unexpectedly contributed a club ruff, but 
even 4S fails if the defence lead trumps. What should West bid? 
4S was the best score anyone managed when the hand came up, 
but even that's dodgy.  The only safe game is 3NT. Of course, the 
safest bid on East's hand is "pass"...  but personally I wouldn't 
have been capable of that.  One pair that evening did, though. 
HAND 2: East bid 4S and no more, which wasn't enough.  He 
should have sacrificed in 7S (for 1400) over 7H (for 2210), but neither of those will be a good score. Do something 
earlier! It doesn't matter what, just act. Partner's bidding and your hand are telling you that the opponents can 
make a vulnerable slam. That 4S was, in fact, the most damaging bid, confirming to South that his spade void was 
indeed gold dust and encouraging him to leap to slam. Other options for East include an immediate 5S (you 
expect to be pushed there anyway, so go there right now), 6S (should shut out most opponents) or even 
something whimsical like 4NT or 5C.  No one will know what you're doing, but you don't care. You can't expect 
further action from West; having pre-empted, he'll leave further decisions to you. You're the one with the job of 
shutting out North-South, though it might be challenging... 

DIDCOT & DISTRICT UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE 
D&D U3A meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at 2pm at Didcot Civic 
Hall. Visitors are welcome to come to one meeting as a taster before joining.  
15th September: David Bailey is a wildlife photographer, who previously gave an 
entertaining talk on Hares and will bring us further experiences with wildlife.     

20th October:  "Sing with Mandy"; the history and development of folk music, with songs and audience participation. 
For details email membership@didcotu3a.org or visit https://didcot.u3asite.uk/. 

mailto:andy3210123@gmail.com
mailto:sarahabennie@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk
https://didcot.u3asite.uk/
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OLLY GLOVER MP 
As the Government undergoes many changes during the summer, I am grateful for the time I can spend in the 
constituency on my summer tour. It is a great opportunity for me to speak with constituents from across the 
constituency, listen to their local concerns and ongoing challenges, and better understand how I can represent their 
views in Parliament. So far, I have visited Sandford-on-Thames, East Hendred, Steventon, East Hanney and Childrey. 
If you were unable to attend a surgery, you can request an appointment at any time throughout the year by emailing 
olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk. It has also been great to participate in summer events, including Letcombe Valley’s 
Discovery Day and Didcot’s Ed Fest. We are fortunate to have wonderful community cafés, including the 
Cornerstone Café in Grove and the Talking Shop Café in Sandford-on-Thames. Supported by volunteers, these are 
fantastic community spaces, and I enjoyed visiting them both.  
I also met with SOFEA in Didcot to see its warehouse, where surplus food is distributed to community larders across 
Oxfordshire, and young people who have struggled at school or with social exclusion are assisted into the workplace. 
I met with the Orchard Centre management and Nexus to discuss reducing traffic congestion at Hitchcock Way and 
improving administration of car parking charges. I also visited the King's Arms pub in Sandford-on-Thames, to 
understand their business challenges, and to discuss the new support available from South Oxfordshire and Vale of 
White Horse District Councils for pubs and rural businesses. 
The proposed cuts to the Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) risk job security and could hinder vital 
space and science research. I visited Diamond Light Source at Harwell Campus, where staff explained in greater 
detail the potential impact of these cuts on major collaborative projects and the possible loss of specialist research 
capabilities. Alongside my Liberal Democrat colleagues who represent constituencies with significant STFC-funded 
facilities, I have written to the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology, 
urging the Government to protect our vital science centres. 
While Parliament was sitting in July, I met with Jane Hanna OBE of Wantage-based SUDEP Action following my 
Adjournment Debate on Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP). Together, we secured a commitment from 
the Minister to hold a ministerial roundtable when Parliament returns after the summer recess. 
In the Chamber I highlighted the importance of embedding climate resilience across all areas of government 
decision-making, helping to deliver long-term solutions that better protect communities. This was a key issue raised 
during visits to Uffington Primary School and St Aureus Secondary School, where students spoke about the effect 
increasingly hot school buildings are having on their education. I met with Ofwat to discuss residents' concerns 
about the proposed SESRO reservoir and Thames Water's consultation. I raised the reduction in Post Office services 
in Didcot with the Business and Trade Minister, and joined the new All-Party Parliamentary Group for Chalk Streams. 
During a visit to the Mill Brook Restoration Group in Wallingford, I learned more about the causes of local water 
pollution and the dedicated work volunteers are doing to restore this precious chalk stream. 
My team and I also welcomed three work experience students from local sixth forms for a week, giving them insight 
into the work of a constituency office and the role of an MP. As always, if there is anything I can help with, please 
contact my team at olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk or leave a voicemail on 0207 219 7657. 

  

mailto:olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:olly.glover.mp@parliament.uk
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PARISH COUNCIL 
Notes of Blewbury Parish Council’s meeting: 7pm, Wednesday 15 July 2026, Melland Room, Blewbury Clubhouse. 
Present: Sheila Austin, Andy Evason, Anne Millman, Sarah Parkin, Julia Saunders (chair), Ben Scott, Mark Shayler 
and Iain Wood (lengthman).  Also present: Michelle Taylor (clerk) and county councillor Rebekah Fletcher.  
There were apologies from: Andrew Calder, Lee Robinson and district councillors Hayleigh Gascoigne and Andy 
Cooke. 
Local news – as the dry weather continues, please remember that all campfires and BBQs are banned. If you do 
smoke, please ensure that you extinguish your cigarettes fully and pick up the butts.  
District and County Council news – the local government for Oxfordshire is being reorganised. From 1st April 2028, 
instead of having both District and County councils, they will be merged into one Unitary system. We will fall under 
the Ridgeway area. You can read more on their website https://3councils.org. 
Planning Applications  
Enquiries regarding planning in the parish may be sent to blewburypc@gmail.com. All Blewbury planning 
applications, decisions and BPC responses, including items under consideration, can be found in the planning section 
of the Vale of White Horse website. This has full details and plans for all applications. 
Responses to the District Council 
P26/V2153/HH; P26/V2154/LB: Nottyngham Fee House, Nottingham Fee Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PG. 1. Installation 
of EV charger 2. Repairs to rotten window frame. No objection, however Blewbury Parish Council would prefer the 
EV cabling is buried underground as opposed to the side of the property in accordance with the Blewbury NDP, 
Policy P10 – Sustainable Development. 
P26/V1634/FUL: Westbrook House, Westbrook Street, Blewbury, Didcot, OX11 9QA. Erection of self-build dwelling 
and detached carport. No objection, but the Parish Council asks that the new build detached annexe 
accommodation proposed remains subordinate to the main house. 
Decisions from the District Council 
P26/V0846/HH & P26/V0848/LB: Humfreys London Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PB. Extension and remodelling. 
No objection. Granted on 16th June 2026. 
P26/V1113/HH: 6 Bohams Cottages Westbrook Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9QF. Removal of existing single storey 
side extension and replacement with new single storey side extension and alternations to existing. No objection. 
Granted on 6th July 2026. 
P26/V1101/HH: 31 Bridus Mead Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PJ. Two storey side extension. No objection. Granted on 
22nd June 2026. 
P26/V1213/LB: The Cleve South Street Blewbury Didcot OX11 9PR. Removal of later (C18/19) infill to reveal original 
fireplace aperture in order to fully expose painted plaster to allow for examination and conservation of the painted 
plaster. No objection. Granted on 8th June 2026. 
P26/V1350/HH: Duncan & Natasha’s House Downside Farm Woodway Road Blewbury Didcot OX11 9EX. First floor 
extension over existing ground floor. No objection. Granted on 6th July 2026. 
NEED TO CONTACT YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS? Sheila Austin 3 Ladycroft Park, Andrew Calder Trefagus, Chapel Lane, 
Andy Evason The Manor, Berry Lane, Anne Millman Brook Cottage, Church End, Sarah Parkin Lowmans, South 
Street, Lee Robinson 6 Chailey Gardens, Julia Saunders Charity School House, Church Road, Ben Scott Little Morters, 
Dibleys, Mark Shayler 2 Eastfields, Michelle Taylor (clerk) 07968 772935 blewburypc@gmail.com  
Next Parish Council meeting: 7pm on Wednesday 16 September 2026, in the Melland Room at the Clubhouse.  

OXFORD TRAFFIC FILTERS REPLACE CONGESTION CHARGE 
From 28th September, it will no longer be possible to pay the £5 charge to pass through one of the camera points 
around the city. Permit holders will still be able to drive through them (and Oxfordshire residents are entitled to a 
permit for 25 days per year), but if you don’t have a permit you will have to use a different route (or pay a substantial 
fine). See www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/trafficfilters for details. 

 

BLEWBURY FREECYCLE 
   FREE ITEMS TO A GOOD HOME 

E-MAIL TEL NO. 

Modern chrome ‘headboard’ for a Double Bed. Excellent condition, 
classic style (upright rods; curved top dips to centre from 1.3m at sides). 
Can be attached to bed. Happy to email photo. 

Jean Richards 

jean@brooksend.co.uk 

07966 
774235 

Oak door with handle and hinges attached. Height 178cms, width 77cms, 
3cms thick. Natural colour. Two slender glass panels in top half. 

Anita Rendel 
anita@blewburywatergarden.org 

850131 

Table tennis table. Full size. In two halves which bolt together. Does not 
have legs so needs a support underneath it. 

Chris Cambray 
chriscambray1@gmail.com 

07753 
827244 

To freecycle your item please send a short description, email & phone number to Lydia Inglis (lydandmuz@gmail.com) 

https://3councils.org/
mailto:blewburypc@gmail.com
mailto:blewburypc@gmail.com
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/trafficfilters
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Autumn Leaves The dates for the Bingo Sessions in the Vale Room, Village Hall at 2pm 1st, 15th and 29th September. 
For further information, or to join Autumn Leaves, call Cilla Maguire on 01235 851966 or contact Maureen 
Knapp, Club Chairman - maud24a@gmail.com. We would welcome any new members.  

Astons Online CIC supports people who want to be digitally confident on the Internet, with smartphone apps or online services 
like health and banking. Events and support are free of charge and open to everyone. www.astonsonline.uk. We are planning 
public briefings about landlines switching from copper cable to digital by January 2027. Please contact us for further details. 
Tech help café in Aston Upthorpe Village Hall (OX119EQ) on Tuesday 15th September from 10:00 to 12 noon for problems with 
devices, email, internet and online services. Book one-to-one in-person or remote sessions (Tue mornings between 10 and 12 
using Zoom, Facetime, WhatsApp or telephone) with digital helpers by email theastonsonline@gmail.com or by phone 
07780958249. Didcot based charity, Getting Oxfordshire Online, would love to have your unwanted laptops, tablets and 
smartphones to distribute to others who are not able to have their own. Contact us by email or phone as above. 

BLEWBURY FLYING SQUAD is a volunteer hospital car service for Blewbury residents. We cover appointments in hospitals, 
doctors’ surgeries, dentists, opticians, chiropodists, physio etc. As the Flying Squad is a voluntary service which relies entirely 
on people’s personal time and vehicle availability, we need as much notice as possible to arrange a driver. Please note that 
journeys to the Horton Hospital in Banbury are not available from the Flying Squad.  
To make a booking, telephone 07891 768197. If the Flying Squad telephone holder is not available, you will be prompted to 
leave a voice message. Wait for the beep at the end of the BFS phone message then give your name and telephone number. 
Please speak clearly. You will be phoned back as soon as possible. 

 
 
 
 

  VILLAGE DIARY for September 2026 Page  
Monday 31 Aug 2 - 5 pm Croquet Club open day, Blewbury Croquet Club 13 
Tuesday 1 Sep 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 24 
Thursday 3 8.30 - 9.30 am Rest and Recovery for parents, Vale Room 5 
Sunday 6 2 - 4 pm SB Repair Café, Melland Room and BlewShed 21 
Monday 7 10 - 11.30 am Coffee & Kids!, Vale Room 3 
Tuesday 8 7.30 pm Local History Group meeting, 9 Westbrook Green  
Thursday 10 2 pm Blewtube film: Casablanca, Village Hall 7 
Saturday 12 9.30 - 11.30 am Sustainable Blewbury volunteering, Nature Reserve 21 
Sat-Sun 12-13  Auditions for A Christmas Carol (see Players for details) 18 
Sunday 13 2 - 4 pm Apple Juicing (Sustainable Blewbury), Blewbury Manor 21 
Sunday 13 5.30 pm Concert (Charlie Wood trio), St Michael’s Church 7 
Tuesday 15 2 pm Autumn Leaves Bingo etc., Vale Room 24 
Tuesday 15 7.30 pm Editorial and advertising deadline for October Bulletin - 
Wednesday 16 7 pm Parish Council meeting, Melland Room 23 
Tuesday 22 7.30 pm BlewShed meeting, The Shed, Recreation Ground 18 
Wednesday 23 7.30 pm WI meeting and talk: The Secret Life of Colour, Vale Room 20 
Friday 25 10.30 am Macmillan Coffee Morning, 9 Westbrook Green 5 
Sunday 27 2 - 4 pm Apple Juicing (Sustainable Blewbury), Blewbury Manor 21 

HOW TO ADVERTISE IN THE BULLETIN The Bulletin welcomes advertisements from organisations and individuals based in Blewbury and 
immediately neighbouring villages. Space permitting, we also welcome ads from further afield if they do not duplicate existing local services, 
are not widely advertised elsewhere and are likely to be of interest to residents. Acceptance of advertisements does not imply endorsement 
of the products or services offered. Display advertisements must be submitted in one of three rectangular sizes: 
• 60mm wide x 40mm high (cost: £2.00)    • 60mm wide x 85mm high (£4.00)    • 90mm wide x 65mm high (£6.00) 
All advertisements should be submitted to the Editor at editor@blewbury.co.uk. If your advertisement is accepted, please note that payment 
must be received before the Bulletin goes to press. If you require repeat insertions over multiple months, you will be referred to the 
Advertising Manager to make the arrangements. 

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS We are always happy to receive editorial contributions, submitted in the same way as advertisements – see above. 

We ask for a maximum length of 500 words (closer to 400 if there is an accompanying photo). Anyone supplying information for publication 

must be responsible for its accuracy. We require name and contact details in all cases, although if requested these will not be published. The 

editor reserves the right to reject submissions. Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Bulletin. 

To see the Bulletin online visit www.blewbury.co.uk 

The Blewbury Bulletin is published at Brokenwood, Bessels Way, Blewbury, OX11 9NP. While we work hard to ensure the accuracy of published information, 

the Editor and Officers accept no responsibility for the consequences of any errors. Problems receiving your Bulletin? Email louise.esplin1@gmail.com. 

Editor: Neville Hargreaves, editor@blewbury.co.uk Local Distribution Manager: Louise Esplin, louise.esplin1@gmail.com Postal & Email Distribution 

Manager: Helen White, eDistribution@blewbury.co.uk Advertising Manager: Dawn Saunders admanager@blewbury.co.uk Treasurer: Rachael Richardson 

treasurer@blewbury.co.uk  Webmaster: Brian Mills, webmaster@blewbury.co.uk. 

BLEWBURY POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS 
September hours: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 9am-3pm. Wednesday and Fridays: 9am-12 noon. Closed on Monday 31st 
August and Tuesday 1st September.  

mailto:maud24a@gmail.com
http://www.astonsonline.uk/
mailto:theastonsonline@gmail.com
http://www.blewbury.co.uk/
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